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PREFATORY NOTE. 


This report, which has been preparetl for j>resf‘niation to 
Parliament, is issued by the lliirean of Public Inlormation, 
Government of India, inu!er the iiuthoriiy and with Ihe general 
apjiroval of tlie Secretary of Statt» for India ; but it juiist not be 
understood tlmt the aj>j)roval eithei* of the Secieiary of State or 
of the Governineiit of India exiends to every paifituilar expression 
of opinion. 

The drafting' of this report has been c*on di tinned by a decision 
a])preciably to restrict its size. As a consecjuence th<^ descriptive 
and exj)lanatory iiassages which linve been a feature of recent 
reports and served to introduce tlie subje<‘t matter of the year 
under review have been omitted from this re])oit wliich is coiifined 
as far as possible to events falling within tlie year 1931-32. The 
chapter on politics and administration liowever has not been 
curtailed and actually covers a longer period than in previous 
reports, having been taken up to the end of 1932 instead of ending 
with March 1932. The chapter on the ])ro\ inces has Ix'en omitted 
in order to lvee 2 J dowm the size of the book. Pull information is 
available in tlie ])roviiicial administration and departmental 
reports. 
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CHAPTER 


Politics and Administration. 

This chapter Las Jiitlierio Leeii coufiiied to tlit' liiiaiit ial year 
from April to Mareli ])ut on tiih occasion 1ms been taken to the 
end of the se(‘on(] year in <jr(k*r to secure a more natural termina- 
tion; for in Mareli llld:::' (‘ertaiii iK)litical and eoJistitutional facdors 
were still fluid, (d'vi] (‘lis()l>edienee tliou^’li eli(M*ked reiiiaiiied 
active; the Amiaous const it iitiojjal comniittees we]‘(‘ >till at work 
and the communal jiroblem yet unsolved: and the ('Oiist it ui ional 
plan had not then received the shaping- eontrihuU‘d hy the ihird 
session of the lloiind Table Conference. 

t )ur period runs therefore from April 1931 to December }\yV2 
and itself falls into two natiiral divisions. Tlie first ])eriod (-oveis 
the eurreney ot the Delhi settlement of the 5th ^lareh 1931, 
commonly known as the “])a(‘t’’; the second ])ei‘iod tlie revival 
and decline ot the civil disola'dieiice movtuiient. The main interest 
of the first ])eriod is the mannei* in whi(‘h the Cojigress 3es])onded 
to liOrd IrwiiCs earnest endeavour to esiahlish <*onditions in which 
they mig-ht honourahly ]>lay tlieir part in framing* ihe future con- 
stitution. Tn tlie second period the reiiii-al mol If is the (-Sovern- 
ment’s dual polfey — on tlie one hand a le.soliitt* stand against civil 
diso])edience, on the otlier hand steady and exjiedit ions prog*rt‘ss 
with the eonstitulional ])rog-ranime ; until hy tlie end of tlie ^ear 
untouehablliiy vies with civil disobedience as tbe main issue of 
donu'stic, admiuistral ion and, (‘onslitiit lonally, interest is (-enlrod 
in tlie a])])roaehing* ])ublieation of tlie AVliite Taper. 

llefore embarking on our narrative pi oper we iiiust record the Change in tfac 
outstanding event at the opening of our ])eTiod, the change in the ^ktroyalty. 
Ticeroyalt 3 \ Jiord Irwin sailed fr<»m llomhay on the 18th April, a 
Viceroy who had won an uiii(|ue place in the affections of India's 
people. Tlie appointment of li is successor liad l)e(‘n generallv well 
received, for it was recognized that Lord Willingdon’s long ex])eri- 
eu(*e of India no less tliaii liis ])ersonal attrihutes eminently fitted 
him for his exalted oftiee. 

The date to -uliicli our ])]-evious report was taken marked the Congress and 
close of a natural historic* ])eriod eovercMl roughlv hv the fii si civil the “ pact 
disohedleueo movement. Tlie settlement negotiated hy Lord Irwin 
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and Mr. G^andlii and concluded on tlie 5tli March 1931 was ratified 
by the Karachi session of the Congress without a single dissentient 
vote. At the time when our narrative opens therefore the Govern- 
ment had succeeded in bringing Congress in(^o the constitutional 
arena on honourable terujs; and it was confidently hoped by many 
people that a period of goodwill was beginning in which, freed from 
the distractions of the civil disobedience movement, the problems 
of constitution -building mighi be happily solved, Congress making 
its due contribution. AVhatever uneasiness may have been felt 
by the discerning, more jiarticulaily by reason of the rumours 
that the more iiTecorudlable Congress leaders wwe satisfied with 
neither the settlement nor the Karachi proceeding's, there seems 
no reason to doubt that Mr. Gandhi w^as sincerely anxious to 
reciprocate the Government’s efP(»rts and to see that the settlement 
w’as duly implemented by the Congress. It soon became cleai 
however that he w^as to have difficulty w ith his followers. Through- 
out the country Congressmen openly proclaimed the seitlement as 
a victory ” for the Congress or frankly described it as a 
truce This attitude unhappily was not confined to the 
irresponsible among the rank and file, not perhaps unnaturalh 
elated because their leader had parleyed on equal terms with the 
reju’esentative of the King-Em])eroi‘, but was also dis])]ayed by a 
number of Congress leaders. Oonse(juontly the situation in some 
provinces began to deteriorate, for local Governments in their 
anxiety to observe the settlement refrained even from normal 
action under the ordinary law against over-exuberant Congress 
followers. In the Punjab in particular, following the extraordi- 
nary agitation in connection wu’th the execution of llliagat Singh 
and the disgraceful resolution passed hy a Sikh association 
sympatliising wdth the murderer of Mrs. Curtis, the wu’fe of a 
British officer, the spate of violent speeches had swelled wso 
markedly as to hecoine a matter of some alarm to the administra- 
tion. As a result the Governor of the province in a speech on the 
2hth April made it clear that for the future the ordinary law’ 
Nvould 1)9 vigorously enforced whether against Congressmen or 
others, particularly in respect of speeches calculated to encourage 
0 T‘ to incite to crimes of violence. A similar policy was followed 
by other local Governments from about this time. 

Another and not unexpected result of the ‘‘ pact ” was an 
increase in picketing. It appears to have been thought that the 
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pact conceded some right of peaceful picketing that had not 
existed before and, erroneous though this impression was, Congress 
followers hastened to make use of a hard-won concession. But 
this entliusiasm proved to be temporary. Although here and there 
picketing was conducted on a larger scale than had been attempted 
formerly, in most places it soon declined in intensity and on the 
whole ceased to be o])]e(itionable and to be the cause of clashes 
between pi(tk(*(ers and shopkeepers or customers. Similarly the 
boycott (leased wiili llie “ pact ’’ to be ostentatiously political. 
Open discrimination againsi Britisli goods stopped almost entirely 
and was replaced by the boycott of foreign goods, including 
liritish, advocated on exclusively economic grounds; the Buy 
Indian’'' mo\ement for example was avowedly non-political in 
origin and on the whole remained so. The practical effect of this 
general boycott however was confined to cloth. Generally speak- 
ing, many dealers still refrained from the sale of foreign cloth, 
jjossibly in view of the uncertainty of the future and perha})s 
because of social ])ressure ; but in several places i( began to be 
sold more freely. The scheme for the 7*e-exporl of foreign cloth 
initiated by the Congress did not prove attractive to dealers and 
confidence in it was never established. 

AmHlier featui^' whifdi revealed itself even at this early stage 
was a series of accusations by (Jongress of breaches of the “ pact ” 
on the jiart fd' local Governments. These at first took the form 
of all('gatioIl^ that s])eciti(‘ ])rovisions had not been observed, for 
example that civil disobedience ])risoners not guilty of violen(‘e 
had not been released and that dismissed officers eligible for res- 
toration within the terms of the “ jiaet had not been restored 
to their j)osts. In addition complaints W('re made that where the 
tei’ins of ih(' “ pact ” had ]>een observed tliere had been nndne 
delay in doing so. Actually however local Governments liad shown 
great energy and liberality in implementing the settlement. For 
example, of the l(S,T2r) civil disobedience ])risoners in jail on the 
5th March 1931, over 14,000 w(u^e released hy ]3tli March and 
rver 16,000 or 87 per cent hy 21st March. AVlieii it is remembered 
that the terms of release excluded prisoners guilty of any offence 
involving the element of violence and therefore that each case had 
to he scrutinised before release could l)e ordered, the celerity with 
vhicli this -wholesale jail delivery was accomplished reflects great 
ci’edil on local Governments. A notable act of clemency beyond 
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tte letter of tlie ‘‘ pact ’ was that of the Government of llombay 
who released all Ihe prisoners except three convicted in connection 
vith the very grave riots in Sholapur in May 1931 on the ground 
that the period of iinprisoninent already undergone adequately met 
the ends of justice. 

On the whole the period up to the end of May was not unsatis- 
factory. Generally speaking the Congress had done their part in 
giving effect to the settlement, though the “ victory and 
truce ideas were olndously dangerous and, as events showed, 
the j*eaJ test was si ill to codw. 

A greatci' cause ol concern at this period was coninmiial tension. 
The progress of constitutional discussions liad a definite reaction 
ill that it tired a ccitain nervousness among the Muslim and other 
minority coiinn uni ties as to their position under a constitution 
functioning on tlie majority ])i‘inciplo. Tlie first st*ssion of the 
Round Table (joufereiue aftoided the first close-uj> ’’ of tlie 
coristitutional luture. lentil tlien the ideal of dominion status 
had ])rogressed little 1)t‘\ond a a ague and general concept ion, hut 
the declaration ol llie Princt's at tlie opening of the Conference 
had lirought resiionsihilily at the Centre, in the form of a federal 
goveriimeiil , within definite view. It was tlierefore liigh 1inn‘ for 
the minorities to take "lock rif their jiosiiion. ATitliin a few 
months tliis uneasim‘s> vas intensified by the Irwiii-tTaiidhi 
settlement, vliich accoided wliat appeared to be a privileged posi- 
tion to tlie Congre.ss, a ]>ic-eminenily TIindu body; and fkmgiess 
elation and ])os'j ol vi<*torv over the Government did not tend to 
ease Muslim misgivings. WitJiiu tliree weeks of the “ jiacl 
occurred the savage lommunal riots at Cawupore, which signifi- 
caully enough began with the atlein])ts of Congress adliereiits to 
force Miiliaminadaii shoplo^cpcrs to oliscuvc a hartal in mcnioiy 
of Jjhagat Singh. 

Communal tension vas therefore a serious political factor at 
the beginning of the jieriod under review, and on the 5ih April 
at the All-India ^Muslim Conference held at Delhi Muslim 
nervousness was given .s]>ecific expression. In sjiite of tlie con- 
versations between Mr. Gandhi and certain Muslim leaders nhieh 
took place from time to time vliile the conference was in session 
with a view to reaching agreement, the confeience showed itself 



5 


uncoinpromisingly in faYOiir of separate electorates and unqualified 
in opposition to the Congress. This position was not improved by 
a. resolution in favour of joint electorates adopted at a meeting 
of Nationalist Muslims at lAicknow’ tAvo weeks later; for, applauded 
by the Congress press, it lent colour to tlic suggestion that the 
Muslims were not agreed among lliemselves. although actually the 
Nationalist Muslims weie in no sense representative of tlieir 
eonnnunity as a, whole. During the discussions A\hieh took place 
soon after the “ j)act " Mr. (xandlii and Mr. Vallabhai Patel, 
generous in succ(‘ss, had offered the ^Musjim'^ a “ blank cheque 
on whirh to Inscrihr iJtoir dcjnands: hut the difficulties wlticli 
Mr. (xandhi cTK-ounteT ed at Delhi early in Aj)riJ iiidiiced him to 
t'.ke a])])arent advantage of tlie so-called dissensions within the 
^luslini eonnnunity l)V adojiting the ]> 0 '>iiioii that Congress could 
deal o?ily Avith a united ^liisliin demand. Tlie only result, of this 
moA"o was to anger tlie ^fiislinis and so furtlnu' impede a settlement, 
(^ommunal timsion thus lemained ai'iue: ^fiislim fears of respon- 
sihiliiy at the Centre, AAu’th its im]>]ieation> of a Hindu ra/\ 
inhmsified; and (h)ngr(‘ss ciieles tended to heeome resentful of the 
gT'owing possibility that the fruits of their Auetory might 
liave to he sae7'ifie(‘d liei'aiise of tlie failure to reach a communal 
settlement. The aidivities of the other minority communities 
added eoiiqilexity to a delicate situation. Tn the Punjab the 
Sikhs, moA’od hy much th? same apprehensions as the Muslims, 
began to formulate demands for safeguarding their position, Avhile 
early in May a eonhueiice of Punjab and Frontier Hindus brouglit 
into promiiKMK'e the iiiieasiiu'ss of the Hindu minoritv in a j>re- 
dominantly JMuslim province. I’lu* attempi> to se(*ure agreement 
on the major communal issue thereiore Avei-e not assisted hx the 
reflection that any solution reached Avas not likely to satisfy either 
tlie Sikh or the Hindu minorities. Tn this tense atmosphere the 
prot raided conversations initiated toAvards the end of May hy the 
NaAval) of Dhopal and the Maharajah of Bikaner produced no 
tangible results, and indeinl Avere resented hy some sections of 
IMiislim opinion as unauthorized. 

Side hy side with the communal question tlie economic situation Economc 
at this period began to dis])lay danger-signals, for the eumulatiAn^ ®**^^®®* 
elYeei of the sustained fall in prices threatened to react upon the 
agrarian population. On the A\]iole the preA^ious agricultural 
season had been good and ImrA’^ests plentiful and there was no 
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scarcity either of paddy or of wheat. The difficulty was that 
surplus produce could either not be sold at all or sold only at 
abnormally low prices, and cultivators and tenants had serious 
difficulty in finding the cash wdth which to meet their obligations 
of rent or revenue. Mitigated however by the usual policy of 
remissions on the part of local Governments, these difficulties 
might have been met without iiniowaid consequences but for the 
interplay of political factors. The twenty fundamental objects of 
the Congress ado])ted at the Karachi session in March included the 
reduction of land revenue by 50 ])er cent and total relief to small 
owners. Jaired by Ibis j)olitical chimera and anxious to consolidate 
(he ])restige which they had won by the settlement, Congress 
leaders were not able to resist the op])ortunity of exploiting so 
fruitful a field as agrarian distress. This development was most 
marked in the United Provinces but was also conspicuous in the 
Noj'ih-West hboiitier Province. We pi'opose to deal in soim‘ detail 
with evenis in these two ju'ovinces, foi* they not only jirodueed 
the crisis iliat resnlicd in the bri'akdown of the sctflenumt but will 
also serve to illustrate bow the settlement, was genmally undermined 
elsevhere by the manner in which in varying degrees (lie (k)ngress 
sought to exploit it. 

In the United Provinces the Congress jiarty was led by Pandit 
Jawaliar Fial Nehru who was generally believed to have been an 
unsettling influence Isotb during the negotiations leading to the 
settlement and at K;n*achi. While in tlie United I^rovinces the 
no-tax campaign was detiriitely abandoned as pari of the civil 
disobedience movement from the date of the settlement, Congress 
(‘ontinued to show a keen and sympal belie interest in the lot of the 
cultivator. This led all too readily to interveud ion between 
Government and the landlord (the revenne payer) on the one band 
and betAveon the landlord and the tenant (the rent ]>ayer) on the 
other; and thence to an attempt to extend the influence of Congress 
among the villages and to exalt its yiosition generally. A difficult 
situation quickly arose. Dissension between landlords and tenants 
grew and tended to produce a contempt of authority generally. 
In May rent collectors were attacked by tenants on four separate 
occasions; crops attached under judicial decree were in a number 
of cases removed by force; and there were several instances of 
intimidation, either by violence or by social boycott, of tenants who 
paid rent — in some cases their crops were burnt. In these circum- 
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stances Mr. Gandhi was informed bj the Government of India of 
the roenace to the maintenance of the settieinent which Congress 
activities in this province constituted, and on the 23rd May after a 
discussion with tlie Governor of the United Provinces at Naini 
Tal Mr. Gandhi address3d a manifesto to the cultivators of the 
United Piovinces advising them to pay as much as they could and 
not less than a certain minimum. This manifesto showed no real 
grasp of the situatifjji and certainly did not improve it, for the 
tendency was alniosi irresistible to regard the minimum rates sug- 
gested hy Mr. (huullii’s (jua]ifi(*ation as maximum rates. It 
embodied iiioi-e su])tl(‘ imscliief in iha< it assumed tliat Congress 
was an autliorily compelent to decide what r'^^nts should or should 
nut be paid. Py the end of IMay ('oiigress ('X])loitation of tlie 
economic situation in ilie United l^rovim es had iakmi the form of 
encouraging tcmaids to pay less I'ciit tlian was aciually justified 
by the (ii-cumstances. At (he sajue time they pursued a line of 
])ropaganda among tlie landlords to the efhnt that it M’as only 
th^’ough the (\>ngies^ that rent could be collected at all. Relations 
between hindlords and tenants became increasingly strained and 
throughout June and July tlu' sjririt of lawlessness and lesistance 
to authority noticeably grew. Early in June a zamindar, four of 
his relatives and two servants were murdered : there were less 
serious attacks on zamindars in other places, and in many cases 
laige crowds which had assembled in defiance of the zamindars 
had in Ihe inteiests of the jmblic ])eace to be dispersed by the 
police. This situation was in no sense general; the headway made 
by Congress varied appreciably from district to district, but in the 
one distri(*t in Agra and the four or five districts in Oudh where the 
unn'st had (‘oncent rat ed the position was so grave that corrective 
action had to be taken by the local Government with a view to 
stimulating the ie('o\'eiy of rent aTid preserving the publii' peace. 
Th e significance of the Congress attitude at this time was illustrated 
by a speech delivered by Tbandit JaAvahar Ual Nehru toAvards the 
end of June. He repeated the old boast that the GoA-ernment had 
sought terms of ])ea.ce from the Congress, asserted that (kmgress 
had agreed to the settlement only on the condition that substantial 
reductions were made in tenants’ rents — a quit? unwarranted state- 
ment — and went so far as to suggest that, Avith the ultimate vic- 
torv of the Congress, tenants would become full i>roprietors of 
the lands they cultivated. The implication that the landlords 
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would be exproprialed was obviously calculated to promote class 
enmity. 

At tlie same time the local (irovernmeiit bad not been slow to 
recognize tliat with prices showing no tendency to recover more 
systematic action might be required to meet the difficulties of the 
tenants. Already, after a careful survey of the position in May, 
they had granted remissions of laud levenue amounting to Rs. 08 
laklis, involving in turn remissions of rent amounting to Ks. 2^ 
(‘rores: and at tlieir instance tlie liCgislative Council passed a 
resolution on the 2drd July recommending the esiablishment of a 
committee (o advise as to the necessity oE further ameliorative 
measures. 


In tlie Xorth-AA"('st f rontier Province ii \\as e\ ident fiom the 
Wert Frontier oarly days ot the settlement lhat the a(‘ti\i(ies ot Khan Ahdnl 
blhalfar Khan, tlie “ Frontier Gandlii " a^ h'.‘ was described, and his 
Red Shirt organization uonld l)(‘ a soince oi < oncern to the adniinis- 
tration. Even before his arrival in Peshawar on the lltli March 
after his release fiom ]n*ivon Khan Abdul (Thafiur Khan had given 
out that tlie ‘‘ pact ” meant hut a temporary tiuce. that prepaia- 
tions for a further conflicd must lie pursued, and that he proposed to 
raise tlie number of Red Sliirts to lt)t),0(Hb lie devel()])?d this 
theme in a scu'ies of speeches delivcucMl iti a tour throughout the 
countryside and his a]>[)eal foi* the recruitment of Red Shirts won 
enthusiastic response. On om* occasion the Afridis, at that time 
openly Jiostile to the ( iovernment , and other trans-horchu tribes 
weie invited to come and make common cause with the people of 
the IVsliawar district. Karly in Apiil a drama directly Inciting 
to the murder of the Assistant ( ommissioner of Oharsadda was 
enacted at a village called Babra before a large audience. The 
principal ])articij)ants in tht' drama vere arrested. At fii'sfc align- 
ing liimself wiili those local leaders who had dissociated them- 
selves from the ])lay and from those resjionsihle for its production, 
within a few days Khan Abdul Ohaffar Khan changed his tone, con- 
gratulated the parents of those wdio had been arrested on having 
such brave sons and embarked on another tour delivering provo- 
cative speeches in which the administration was denounced for a 
breach of the settlement because of these arrests. During April he 
started two main lines of propaganda. The first was the vilification 
of European officers in general, heedless of the danger of fomenting 
racial hatred. The second was in regard to the payment of land 
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reAeuue. While not udvocutin^- tlie entire non-2)aYmeiil of revenue 
lie would su^^esi to liis iuulienees that the reveime was a eriishln^* 
burden for the peasant and lliat no more could he expected of him 
than to ])ay as much as lay within his means. The .Pathan who is 
notoriously dilatory in paying* revenue was not slow in response 
to advice ot tliis Kind, and in on(‘ area of the Peshawar distri(‘t 
the collection of rexenue <eased entirely. At the l)eoinnino- uf 
June the administration announced (eitain leductions in the land 
revenue demand on account ot the general fall in ag'rieultural 
])ric(\s, the concev^ioii.*- ladno- 'similar to tho>(‘ re(‘ently grantcnJ in the 
Punjab. Khan .Vlxlul Glmifa] Khan not only attein])ted to lake 
the credit tor llje>e conceptions ])ut aKo Ix^gan to hold out ho])es 
to tin* tenantry ot a reduction oi To pel cent in the revenue demand 
iind the jiaynuMit of llo‘ icmaining ]>er cent in kind instead of 
in eash. Jiy tlie end ot May tlie numheis of the Ked Shirt volun- 
teers had notieeahly increa''e<l as also tlie size of the meetings eon- 
vened under th(‘ir auspice^, and their g-eneral provoeative behaviour 
began s(*riously to threaten the ])ublic ]>eace. ( hi om^ occ asion in 
June* the excitement juovokcMl by their attempts to delay the arrest 
of certain offcuideis until ordius were obtained from Pod Shirt 
heachjuartcup, tanned as it wa*> by Klian Abdul (Tbaftar Khan’s 
speeches, ])r()duced >o daiigeioUN a pit nation that meetings had to be 
])i’cdi ibited , Tin’s incident is typical of tbe strain to w hic-li the 
.idmi nisti at ion was pubjee ted during tliese montlis. IndicatioiiP of 
the Ppread oi excittuncnt acio'-'- the border contiibuted to llic dith- 
culti(*s of the '>it nation. flunv wap no doubt that, taking advantage 
of the forhearance ot the local ad mi n ipt i ation in its dt'pire to 
maintain the settlenuMit, the coiit umacioiip activities of Khan .\bdul 
Ghaff ar Kh an and hi'' Ped Slnit org'aniziit K>n w’ere produeiiig* a 
situation fraught with grave coiisecpiences. 

^Jdiese disaftecied activitif*^ in tlie Korth-AVept Prouiier Piovince 
were the moie uiiioitunate in view’ of inereasing indications that 
important ])oliti('al tdcincnl'^ of the ])rovince weii* ])re])ared to await 
the impending constitutional reforms. Tlie Statutoiw rommission 's 
recognition of the need for constitutional jirogress had been tenijiered 
by the peculiar difficulties of eoiieeding res]>onsible Government to 
a. province wliicdi, in the words of the rommission, “ forms the 
inevitable teriaiii for militaiv operations ” in the detenee of India 
as a wdiole. Tlie (tox ci iniitmt of India I'ow ever were anxious to 
meet the ])o]iti(*a] ap]>irations of the ]>i’o^ iiice and their lecommenda- 
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tions were more liberal. Following this lead sub-Committee No. V 
of the first session of the Itonnd Table Conference proposed that 
the five administered distri(*ts of the province should cease to be 
administered under the direct control of the Government of India 
and should be given the status of a (fovernor’s province under the 
present Government of India Act: the tribal areas it was recognized 
would, in the interests of dcdence and foreign policy, have to 
remain under central (*ontroL In pursuaiu'e of its general recom- 
mendation the su]>-Committe(^ suggested that, in view of the peculiar 
circumstances of the ])rovince, the classification of central and 
])rovincial subjects should be entrusted to a special c.ommittee, 
and that the (juestion of niecting the fitiancial deficit which the 
new province was expected to show sliould also be examined. 
Accordingly a committee Avas appointc'd }>y the Government of 
India in May 19*1] under the chairmanshi]) of Mr. (now Sir Harry) 
Haig. The committee’s leport ^^as published in July. It recom- 
mended broadly speaking that so tar as the five administered districts 
were concerned the neAv ])rovince should be placed, in the definition 
of its sphere of administration, on an exact ecpiality with all other 
jirovinces, and it made s]>ecific ])ro 2 )osals lor a subvention from the 
Government ot India loi* a jieriod of fixe yeai'^ in the first instance. 
As Ave '<hall ^ee these ])reliniinarie^ Axere to achieve fruition Avithin 
a year. 

Sit^tionin revert to our main nariatixe, the situation in Gujerat in the 

AprSf-July. Bombay Presidency al.sf) gave cau^e lor anxiety at this time. In 
this a!‘('a the camjiaign lor (lie ii(m-[)ayni(Mi ( of land revemue had 
foiined a definite part of the cixil di^oluMlience movmnent. When 
the settlement Avas concluded on the 5th !March the large arrears 
then outstanding fell duo for payment. A further consequence of 
tlie no-tax campaign in this rcg*ion had ])eon the forfeiture of lands 
lielonging to ihose anIio Axitlilield the ])aymont of roAenue and their 
sale to third parties, and the resignation or dismissal of a number 
of patels (village headmen) Avho had associated themselves with 
the movement. The unconditional return of these lands and 
the restoration of the.se village officials had l>een strenuously 
urged by Mr. Vallabhai Patel during the negotiations pre- 
ceding the settlement, but it was obviously impossible for the 
Government, apart from leg-al complications, to ignore the 
claims of third ])aities aaJio had bought the forfeited lands 
or had been appointed to the vacated offices. This result was found 
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disappointing in Gnjerat and a tendency to delay or withhold the 
payment of land revenue quickly became manifest. During March 
very little revenue was collected in the affected areas, particularly 
in the Dardoli taluk where one-half of the current year’s demand 
was still in arrears on the dale of the vsettlement. This situation 
was brought to the notice of Mr. Gandhi about the beginning of 
April and, owing largely lo his efforts in tlie interests of the settle- 
ment, collections were satisfactory from the beginning of April until 
the middle of May. Thereafter th(;y fell rapidly, a development 
attributed by the lo(*a] authorities lo the efforts of Congress workers 
to prevent fui'ther colleclions ; some ( ongress leaders had actually 
gone from village to village advising agriculturists that those under 
the protection of the Congress need nol pay anything beyond the 
current year’s dues. By the beginning of Tune the situation had 
become such lhat in one dislrict in the Bardoli laluk coercive pro- 
cesses had to be insliliiled against selected y)ersons of whose capacity 
to pay there was no doubt. These measuies were much resented by 
local Congress lenders, and on his relurn to the area in July 
Mr. Gandhi was ])ersuaded to voice tlm general Congress complaint. 

The local Governmeril liad no difihuilly however in showing that 
the complaint was without substance. All the persons but one 
against whom coercive action had been taken paid their dues in 
whole or in ])art immediately, confirjuing the contention of the local 
authorities that the disaffected villages were as well able to pay as 
the lest of tlie area but had once again deliberately witliheld pay- 
ment. 

We must now revert to the general political situation. By the Genwal 
end of May some improvement was discernible in most provinces. 

Under the influence of Mr. Gandhi Congress activities of the demon- Jun® and July, 
strati ve type and tlie tone of speeches had tended to become more 
restrained, and the somewhat exuberant glorifi(*aiion of the settle- 
ment as a (V)ngress “ victory ” had in some degiee subsided. On 
the other hand tlie idea that the “ pact ” provided mainly a period 
of recuperation and preparation for another struggle became more 
noticeable and began to be recognized by the general public. This 
aroused misgivings not only among Government officials but also 
among the non-official supporters of the Government and those 
anxious that the constitutional programme should not be further 
impeded. It was also not without its effect in England which in 
its turn produced repercussions ir Indian political circles. A fea- 
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ture of Uie iiiore \inosteiiUitioiis side of Con^Tess aolivity was tlie 
atteinpi to set up parallel iust ituiioiis. This was most marked in 
the United Uroviuees where a (Joiiores> committee had been 
appointed to enquire into the (hnvnpore i'i(»ts ami ^here with I lie 
development of the agrarian agitation ('ongiess committees were 
formed in many villages and tahsils. It had also appeared in the 
North-TYesi TTontiei* rioAinee and Sind and in iscdated districts 
in ANsam, llombay, Bengal and Bihar and Orissa. (Vuiimitti'es or 
IxuH'hajjai s Avere oiganized to fum tion a> courts, their proceedings 
to be entorced In social boveotl. At llie same time evidence began 
to apjieai' of the (^)ngre^s plan to shill the eentie oi tlndr aeti\ities 
from the towns to the Aullages. Dictated in part by a decline of 
interest in the towns Avhieh liecame notieeahii* by the end of May, 
it was also no doubt a feature of the geneial (T)iigi‘(*ss strategy 
to estalilisli inhueiK'i' in the jui'al areas. This tendency ap]>eared 
in the Punjab, Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and the (Vntral Brovinees, 
when* the line of action was much the same as we have already 
noticed in the United Provinces ami the Xorth-We.st Fiontier 
Province, namely, to take advantage of tlie economic situation. 

CongreM On the otlier side of the picture (hingress complaints that the 

settlement had not been oliserved by local GoAvrnmeiits increased 

the** pact”, in volume. They included both vspeeifie (barges of failure to 
obseiA’e particular provisions of the settlement and also a general 
allegation of failure to observe its spirit. These complaints, which 
became known as the Congress “ ( harge-sheet were personally 
handed to Mr. (now Sir Herbert) Emerson, the Home Secretary, by 
Mr. Gandhi in Simla about the middle of July. No time was lost 
by the Government of India in asking for reports of the facts, and 
local GoA^ernments were ecjually prompt in reporting. The material 
thus eollecded was not published until August but may conveni- 
ently be examined lieie. As regaids the allegations of specific 
breaelies of the settlement Avhich Avere 79 in number it was clearly 
shown that many of the (complaints did not come within the scope 
of the pact at all, Avhile in many other cases the facts 
plainly refuted the allegation. Minor brea(‘hes Avere estaldished 
in two or tliree cases and Avere repaired by local Governments as 
soon as they came to notice. In numerous cases it was sliown 
that local Governments had taken liberal action not required by 
the terms of the settlement. The general conchision Avas clear that 
the Government had spared no endeavour to honour the settlement, 
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instances to the contrary being so few in number and so trivial in 
character as clearly to reveal the hollowness of the Congress charges. 

As to the general charge of failure to observe the spirit of the 
"pact”, which consisted of complaints regarding incidents not 
claimed to constitute specific breaches, some were shown to be 
entirely without foundation, others to be misrepresented or exag- 
gerated, while the remainder referred to action taken against 
Congress activities whicli either fell within the mischief of the 
law or necessitated preventive measures in the interests of law and 
order. Sucli action of this nature as had been taken was in no 
case in excess of requirements. 

In connection with the general question of Congress complaints Congress 
Mr. Gandhi proposed about the middle, of June that a permanent arbSr^ion^ 
board of arbitration should be set up to decide questions of inter- machinery, 
pretation of the settlement and of the observance of its terms by one 
party or the other. But the Government w^ere unable to accept this 
jiroposal. The obligations imposed on Congress by the settlement 
related largely to matters affecting law and order and the general 
conduct of the administration. Ho far as individual breaches of the 
settlemeut coiilravened the ordinary kuv the appro])riate forum for 
determination w\as a criminal court. General breaches of it would 
almost inevitably raise questions affecting policy in regard to whidi 
it would be imjKissible for Goveniment to restrict their freedom of 
action by reference to a board of arbitration. Mr. Gandhi then ])ut 
forward a proposal of more restricted scope, but here again the Gov- 
ernment saw insuperable difficulties and concluded generally that 
any arbitriition arrjingemcnt would probably crcjito new difficulties 
rather than remove old ones. 

It is important to remember in the light of subsequent develop- 
ments how these proposals for arbitration machinery implied, 
firstly, the setting up of the "pact” as something above arid beyond 
the ordinary law% and, secondly, the recognition of Government and 
the Congress as equals, disputes between whom required reference 
to and decision by a tliird party. 

During this period communal tension remained acute, es})ecially 
in north India. In the Punjab in June a bad outbreak of crime 
at Ferozepur among Muslim agriculturists was directed against 
Plindu money-lenders and on the 3rd July a serious communal riot 
occurred at Sikanderabad. An unusual indication of the state of 
feeling was the fact that an agitation against the management of 

4c 
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an en^’inooi in^' ('ollo^o al Tjaliore siiddonly look a piiroly roinmiina] 
Idle sitiiafion was cYiinjdiealpd by events in Kashmir where 
July. a. serious coninmnal J’iot oceni’i'od at Srinagar on tlie Jdtli July. 

Kashmir is a Slate where the ])opn]ation is largely Alnluiniinadan 
and tlu' ruler a Hindu, and the various (daims of the Kashniiii 
]\1 nhaniinadans })i’ony;]if iido firomiiamee by tlu' jiot and l!ie agita- 
tion lliat f()]low(al il r('(*(M*ved ilie vcmt syinfiatliet ie at lent ion of 
tludr ('o-ndi^ioni^ts not only in th(‘ l’nn|ab bid also in otlu'r ]>arts 
of India. On tli(» const itid ional sid(‘ thf‘ f i x stallisat ion of llie 
d(miand for st^parate (d('clorates was s]io>vn by the nnivjiiivoc'al atti- 
tude of a, imiiibf'r of alMndia. confeiences held by represeniat iv(‘s of 
tlie Mnlianmuidan eoniimmity at Pxmdiay in tlie first half of Jnmv 
Congress inability to forward a settlimumt of tlit^ jirobleni or indiavl 
to a])pre('iate tli(' vital eharacti'r of Muslim demands as rov('aled by 
the proceedings of its Working Committee in Jkirnbay early in July, 
which j)rodnc('d what was descrilied as a “(*ompromise betw(*en 
iindilnted comnumalism and imdilnted nationalism”, ddie for- 
mula pr()vid<'d for joint electorates with seats reser\i'd for Tiiinoritios 
m any pro\ inc(' w her(‘ lla* imiKual x v as I(-^n than ’ 2 ') piM' c('nt of llic 
total population. It was promptly (kmouncial by Alaiilana Sliaiikat 
Ali, w'itli whom IIk' Working ('ommittei' just [irexioiislx had con- 
<luet(‘d aliortive con\(‘rsations, made no apjx'al wlialexer to the 
Muhammadan community and was discountenanced by tla' Hindu 
Afaliasabha at a session held at Akola. At this linu* iiaiiHal distrust, 
of C()ngr(‘ss iiadhods Ix'came more jironoimced and was vcuiK'd 
first at the All-lkmgal Alushni Conference held at i tacca early ni 
July and soon after in a stati^^nent issued to tlie pn^ss by Alaukina 
Sliaukat Ali in wdiich lie de»cri(al t]u‘ Congress policy in jilain terms. 

About this time opinion against tlu' Congress was harckming, 
somewdiat unexjief'tedly, in anotlier (piartc'r. In April two spenda- 
cular terrorist eiames had been committed in Hongal. On tlie 7th, 
ad ATidnapore, iNlr. IVddie, the district magistrate, was shot and 
sid)se(jueiitly died of liLs wounds; and on rhe 24 ih a bomb w^as 
tlirown at some kairopeari''’ sitting in tlie pavilion of the "Royal Oolf 
Club, Calcutta ; the bomb failed to exjilode owing to the fuse jieing 
damp. Tow^ards the end of July how^ever the menace of the terror- 
ist movement wais acutely empliasi/ed by iiie ]>erpet ration within 
a wa'ek of tlin'O (Times more than usually outrageous in charac.tei’. 
ddie first wsis an attempt on the life of Sir Ernest Hotsem, the actings 
(lov(U*nor of Ecjmbay, wdiile \isiting the lAa-giissfui College, Ikiona. 
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The assailant, a student^ fired point-blank at His Excellency who 
had a miraculous escape, the Imllet sti iking a metal button on his 
pocket-book. The next day two British military officers were 
attacked with daggei*s in a lunning train on the main Bombay -Agra 
line and one of them latei* succumbed to his injuries. This outrage 
it transpired was designed to avenge the execution of Bhagat 
Singh. Eour days later, on the 27lh July, Mr. Cxarlick, the district 
judge of AJipore, was shot dead in his court room. The assassin 
was at once sliol down by one of the police sergeants on duty but 
contrived at the same moment to take poison from which he subse- 
quently died. Jdiis crime vas also one of revenge, being com- 
mitted because Mi*. Gar lick liad 2 )]esided over the tribunal which 
senttmeed tlie murderer of Ckdonel Sim])Son to death. These three 
^Mitrages and particnilarly tln^ murder of Mr. Garlick aroused intense 
European feeling, es])ecially in ('alcutta. A (rowded meeting main- 
ly of Euro])eans but with a sjirinkling of Hindus and Muham- 
madans h(dd on the 29th July jecorded its indignation and called 
for action on the jiait of the Goveinment. On th(» j'lrevious day an 
outspoken aiti(*le in the “ Statesman ” had arraigned the Congress 
fen* Mr. (Ta 7 li(*k\s murder. Several Coiigiess leaders had in fact 
eulogised terrorist assassins in the jiast. The Calcutta Corjioration, 
notoriously a ])iT)-Cong'ress body, Jiad actually jiassed a resolution 
condoling with the murdener of (Jolonel Sinqison ; a Congressman 
in the B(*ngal Legislative Council had gone to the length of asking 
foi the ad j()ui*nment of the house in protest against the execution 
of the same assassin ; while the Karachi session of the Congiess liad 
jnissed a resolution exjiressiiig “ admiration of the braveiw and 
sacrifice ’’ of Bhagat Singh. It was hardly suiq^rising therefore 
that indignalion against the wSU(M*ession of outi*ages at the end of 
August took an anti-Congress turn. It is true that following the 
Statesman’s ’’ indictment Mr. Gandhi admitted that the Karachi 
resolution had been a mistake In a speech re 2 :)orted in 
Young India ”, Mr. Gandhi’s jiaper, on the 13th August he 
exjilained that the Congress jiractice of condemning acts of violence 
in resolutions which at the same time expressed admiration of the 
courage and sacrifice of young men had reached the limit, for 
the praise had been exjiloited while the qualification had been for- 
gotten. But this apologia w’^as too belated to appease feeling in 
Calcutta. For a time there w^as definite danger that Europeans 
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might take the law into their own hands and resort to reprisals, 
and European opinion was tar less dis])()sed to take a favourable 
view of the settlement and of the participation of (kuigress at tlie 
Eound Table Conference than formerly. 

Tn addition to spectacular outia<2(‘s diicM-tcMl against tlie ])erson 
tlieie were a number of dacoities and robberies, some of them accom- 
jianied by murder, committed mostly by young men armed with 
leAolvers. Most of these occuikmI in Bengal, luit two serious terror- 
i>t crimes were committed in the mM’ghl>ouiing jirovince ot Bihar 
and Orissa in June. A railway station master was shot in the 
(‘oiii'se of a dacoity and died ot Jii.^ wounds; and twa.) ‘‘ wanted 
revolutionaries threw a bomb at the jiolice who arrested them, 
killing a sub-inspector and Moiouslx wounding a head coiislable. 
The lAvo revolutionaries weie also injuiml, one seriously. 

We must HOW’ tuin to the (‘veiits of August resulting in 
Mr. (landhi’s de])arture toi- liondon at th(‘ end of the month. 
^J’he main purpose ot tlie settbunent ot the otb Jfarch, it will be 
remembered, wms to In ing lli(‘ Congiess into tlie eoiistitutioiial deli- 
berations. This pur])ose bad b<‘en somewhat obscured in the 
following montbs bcMatnst^ the imnuMliale jiioblems of maintaining 
tlie settlement and of '^ol^ ing tin* communal issue loomed moie 
ijiiportant than the soniewliat distant me(‘ling of the next session of 
the Hound Table (.conference. So obsesscul indeed Avas Mr. Gandhi 
A\ith the communal problem tliat he announced on one occasion that 
lie would not f(‘el able to go to London imtil it bad beem ^()lv(‘(l. .\t 

a meeting held in Ihmibay in thi‘ cnirly paii of done liOAxeAer the 
(^ongress Woiklng Committee rc'solxcMl tliat tailui(‘ to leacli a com- 
munal settlement shoiiLl not in itselJ ]>i event Mr. (daiidhi’s 
attendance at tlie Hound Table (/oiilei eiice, “ other conditions 
being favouraldc Tins soimwNbal obscure jooviso wa> made 
more clear by subsecjnent develojunents. Mi*, (jandhi’s lequest 
that some form of arbitration tribunal sbould be set up to decide 
points at issue IxdAveen tlie tiovmjinumt and the Congress 
arising* out of the settlement was, as we have seen, refused by the 
GoA^ernment at tln^ (‘iid of July. In thf‘ imanitlnK' Mr. (tandhi 
liad been much concerned Avith (levelojmnmts in tlie United Pro- 
vinces and in Gii ji'rat. ax Inch he considei i'd amounted to a breach 
of the settlement on the ]»ait of the local Governments concerned. 
He approached both (fovernments but Avas not placated by 
-explanations wbiicli sbowaxl that the policy adopted had been 
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clelensive and not offensive and carefully restricted to the needs of 
the situation. Accordingly in the second week of August he tele- 
graphed to the Viceroy that the situation made his departure for 
London impossible. This decision, whieli was ratified by iJie 
Congress Woiking Comniitlee, was far innu receiving general 
aj)plause. It w^as eousidered in many ([iiarters, and even Pandit 
Malaviya and Mrs. Sarojini Xaidu sliared this view, that Mr. Gandhi 
was neglecting major interesis for the sake of minor issues. Tlie 
publication of the (*ori espondence regarding the Congress demand 
foi arbitration, ac(‘om[)anied })y Mi*. Gandhi's reT>etition of liis 
claim that the (k)iigiess w^as tlie intermediaiy lietw^een tiie Govern- 
nieut and the ])eo])](\ in no Avay lielj^ed the (Congress cause. 
Siriilaily (U)Tigre^s deiived no Ixmefii t»om the y^nblication soon 
afterwards of their charge-sheet [>romj>t]y countered as it was 
by the issue of the ie])lies of lo(*al (lovernmenis on jirac^tically every 
allegation made. Tlie ^ilualion lield in fa(*t no ])arti(‘ular strate- 
gical advantage for the Congress. Their decision not to be 
represented at tlie Pound Table ( V)nfei*(‘nce was aciual]\’ a brea(*h 
of the settlement, while their charge that tiie settlement had already 
been broken by the (»oveinment was not capable of substantiation 
in Impartial eyes either at home or abroad. In tne result the spirit 
of conciliation prevailed and following the discussions between the 
Viceroy and Mr. Gandhi at Simla a Government communique was 
published on the 28tli August. This comniunic|ue, sometimes called 
the second settlement ”, provided that tlie Congress would be 
represented at the Round Table Conterence by Mr, Gandhi; that 
the settlement of the 5th March would remain operative; that the 
Congress complaint legarding repressive aidion in Bardoli w'ould 
be made the subject of an tmquiry^’ by a CVillector under precise 
terms of reference; thal no enquire would be held into any other 
complaint made by the i’ongress: and that future complaints would 
be ilealt with in a(‘eordaneo with ordinary administrative procedure 
an<l ])rar*t.iee ineinding the cpiestioii ot holding an eiicjuiry, the 
necessity for whicdi wouhl be determined by the local Government 
concerned. 

following Mr. (ilandhi’s do])arture fnr London a brief period of 
calm ensued. Undoubtedly his decision to participate in the Round 

* The enquiry, the report of which published in December, showed 

that the Congress allegations ol excessive demands of revenue and of police- 
coercion were unfounded. 
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Table Conference was welcomed by all sections of the comm unity 
except perhaps the Muslims. There was no eagerness for a renewal 
of the civil disobedience movement; on the contrary the commer- 
cial and trading classes in particular were anxious for a period of 
peace. Moderate political opinion was impatient to proceed with 
the constitutional programme and hoi)ed that a co-operating Con- 
gress might expedite matters. Congress supporters no doubt felt 
tliat on the whole it was desirable for the Congress case to be 
presented to the Conference; otherwise the Hindu position r/.s-d-y/.v 
the Muslims might be ])rejudiced and reaction harden in England 
and in India on constitutional matters, signs of which had not 
been la*cking during the past few months. Hindu opinion how- 
ever was far from solid in support of Mr. (landhi and the Congress. 
The Hindu minority in the Punjab was definitely anxious lest 
Mr. Gandhi should concede too much to tlie Muslims, an apprehen- 
sion which was shared by the Sikhs. For the same reason the 
ranks of Hindu orthodoxy were somewhat uneasy, while re])resonta- 
tives of the depressed classes were considering^ how best to safe- 
guard the interests of their community. The Muslims were as 
liostile to the Congress as ever and genuinely feared that Mr. 
Gandhi’s views mig*ht receive too much attention at the Conference 
to the detriment of Muslim claims. 

With Mr. Gandhi’s departure the centre of political interest 
shifted to London, and the financial crisis of the second half of 
September, although a serious .shock to tlie country as a whole, did 
little to disturb the general political calm. Wlien on the 21.st 
September the Priti.sh Government announced their decision to 
abandon the gold standard prompt action was clearly neci ssary in 
India if panic were to be prevented. An ordinance (No. VI of 
1931) was issued relieving the Government from their obligation 
under the (birrency Act to sell gold or sterling and the three days 
from the 22nd to the 24th September were declared public holidays 
under the Negotiable Instruments Act. The decision to link the 
rupee to sterling at 1.?. (id. was announced on the 24th September, 
and another ordinance (No. VII of 1931) was issued cancelling 
the earlier oidinance and limiting the sales of gold or sterling 
by Government to certain definite purposes. When the banks re- 
opened on the 25ih September confidence had been largely restored, 
and fortunately there was little attempt, as might have been appre- 
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Leii(](*(l, (‘x])loit the sit nut ion hy aoiiotioii among llo' rural 
olassos. Williin a fow ([a\ > 11 h* rnnorgemy l"inam‘(‘ l^ill wa^ 

lilt 1 0(1 Head in ilo^ A^^(*mhly hy tin* Finaina^ Mtmilxn*, and lune 
again the polilioal el^Mds wmi* h's^ Ihan niiglii hav(‘ la^en anti- 
oipaled. ldn‘ financial progi ainnn‘ w hicli will l)t‘ inou* iiiUv 
dcNCiilicd later — nnlnded ln*a\y and \aried laxalion, alwa\> nn- 
pojnilar, and a 10 jiei* cmil cut in tin* jiax’ ol (ioMnninmit 
Tlie lalt(‘r lealiiH', (‘jiiiomming a' it did tin* g‘(‘in‘ial tinain :al 
dejoession and coinlnned wiili the nncerla : nt n^^ ol tin* ]»olilical 
Njination, undonlitinlh !i.f<l an nn'.<‘liling clle( t on (Toviomment 
>t‘iwant'^ as a chm'^: and in naitn-ular tin* snlioi d i na i (* laiiks ol 
tin* vmy largi* stall (‘mj)l(*V(‘d 1)\ tlie lOnlwas and the Post'' 
ana Teh'gi a jilis 1 )(‘j)a 1 1 m(*nl inmlil li.ne otieied an attiactive lieid 
to tin* agltatol. ( )n tlie whole ho\\e\t‘i tin* politieal reaction-' oi 
T!ies(* two inajo’ finai'iial is^ne" w(‘ie not ->t‘i loiis ('on^it'-'s 

1 eh ai ikmI h oni ta k i ni: a deJi n n e 1 1 ne < it lit i on t In* eni rem y (j nest i on 
07 tin* tinainial jn (‘gram me, po'^sihlx (ha* to tin* ahn'ine ol a (h'ai 
le.nl from Mi. (iandlii who at that turn- was in\ol\(‘d in tin* 
eommnnal difiien](n*s o1 the Ruund 'Tahh* ( 'on l(*i ('in <*. 

'J In* intiodnetion ot ihe I’anei ot-ney I'inanei* Ihll had l)(*(*n I ou*- Simla 
s|i.nloW(‘d Ml Mn* ^ ie(i(»y*s addlc's-' to llu* nn'inla'is id l)olh lioiisi'v session, 
on tin* llth S»‘jd(‘mh(‘i I't-Ji, hen Ills l’,\ < (*1 h‘ne\ stated tliat tin* 

< M >\ (*! n nn'ii ( well* ** det (*i m i ned to omm*! tin* situation adt'i] ua t (*1 v 
and to maintain those* j/iimsjdes ol sound liiianee which India 
had alwa\s tollowed " Ilm !\\( t‘llt*ne\ also it*h‘n(*(i to tin* Ihmiid 
dahh* ( 'oni <*j (*n(‘<*, then in -'*ssii(n, and onet* again emphasized tin* 

-iipi'enn* desirahilits of ma i n i a i n i ni; jK‘ae(*tnl < oiid 1 1 loiis m India 
^ln!lng• the d is( U''''ion-'. < hi tin* politnal -ide ijie movt iinpoitant 

leatiut* o! the Simla st‘',>i(iii wa- tin* «hsrn>sn»ii on tin* Ihe^s Ih’ll, 
de-igned to snppr«*ss the jmhlnation ol niatl(‘r ineiting- lo or The Presi 
efo onrag 1 1(0 niutder or \ io]t‘n<o*. Mn* l)ill (*voked sonn* opjiosi t ion , 
the main eritieisins hi'ing that it would mnz/K* tin* pri's^. and (onier 
too gr(*at a ]»oW(*r (Oi tin* e'(‘euti\e witlnmt aelii(*vine tin* ol)j(*et 
W ! (ll whi(h It had h(*(*n iiamed. "Dieie was no disputino' liow'evei 
that lln'K* had he(*n a ofeat increase m terrorist eiaim* and as 
Nir .lam(*s ('r<*rar. tin* llonn* Mt*ml)er. pointed out, an im])f)i'lan1 
contributory (ausc* of ibis incr(*ase bad b(*en tin* incit(*nn*nt to 
murder and \ io]en<*(‘ in e(*rtain S(M*tions ol tin* ptess. ddie liill, in* 

W(*ni on 1o explain, was not intend(*d as an indirtnu'iit (»! the ])iess 
as a whole and wxns definitely resiricled in compass to its immediate 
3 NDT A B 
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object. After some modification in select committee the bill was 
passed by the Assembly on the 3rd October by 55 Totes to 24 and 
unanimously by the Council of State. 

Another bill which caused considerable interest in the Assembly 
Bill. some (‘xcitemeiit among* the Muslim members was the Foreign 

delations Bill — replacing an ordinance promulgated in the previous 
April — penalising ])ublications calculated to interfere with the 
maintenance of good relations between His Majesty’s Gov(‘rnment 
and friendly foreign Siaies. In ell'e(‘t it was directed against 
articles deJamatorv of the rulers of (‘crtain States adjoining the 
frontiers of India and AA'as nf)t a])j)licabl(\ as was contended by one 
s(‘ction of the o])])osiiion , to Indian States. It vas attacked l)y 
Mn^l im membei> on the ground that it would ahe(‘t their rig*ht 
To sym])athi.se with tlieir co-rrdigionisls in foreig’n countri(‘s. The 
Foreign Secretary ex]dained tliat tlie danger was real and tliat it 
T\as lietTer to mu^^zle a feAv iries]>onsil)le journalists, on whom the 
ordinance liad had a .Nalniary eti'ecl. than to take the risk of iTn]>air- 
iiig’ iiiendly lelalioiis A\itl) for(‘igJi Bnhu’s. Tlie ])ill wa^ ])assed 
i>y tlic Assemhlv on tli(‘ 2nd April 1932. 

.\ motion to uder to a select cf)mniitt(‘(‘ a noji-ofliclal bill to 
amend section 114 of tl)e rriminal Jhocednre Cod(‘ Avas rejected 
AA’ithout a diA'ision, 'Jliis section provides for preventive a(‘tion in 
emergcTicies threatening the ]>ublic tramjuillity and tlie A'^^embly 
shoAved real gra‘S]) of administratiA^e essentials in rejecting a ])ro- 
posal AAdiich, insfdred by ])olitical motives, Avould have seriously 
emasculated what ex])crience has shown to be an indisjiensable 
power. 

In addition the Assembly discussed two resolutions dealing 
with agricultural distress and a third which declared that no (‘onsti- 
tution would be acceptable to the people of India in which the 
position of the Governor-General of India does not closely a])proxi- 
mate to that of a constitutional Governor-General, as that of 
Canada This resolution aa’us withdraAvn on an assurance being 
giA^en that the proceedings of the debase Avould be brought to the 
notice of His Majesty’s Government. 

TheEmer- From the 4th to the 2(}th Xovember a special session of the 

Sd^thP**^*** Assembly Avas held to deal with the Emergency Finance Bill. In 
ipecial the first five months of the financial year 1931-32 rcA^enue receipts 
•etfion, fallen below budg-et estimates to an extent which threatened a 
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deficit of over Its. 10 crores at the einl of tlie year. To meet this 
situation adequately and to maintain India's credit in the face of 
world-wide economic disturbance it was essential, Sir George 
Schuster explained to tlie Assembly, not only to take immediate 
measures but also, since ihe full effecfs of retrenchment would not 
be secured or financial equilibrium properly assured within six 
month‘s, to ]>rovidc‘ for the continuance of those measures for 18 
months.. On tliis l)asis, esi iiuating' defic ii s of over Rs. 19 crores in 
each of the years 19dl-d2 and iht' programme of taxation 

and retrenchment (including* the cut in pay) announced by the 
Finance M('7n])er budget cm! for a deficit of Rs. 1017 crore^^ at the 
end ot 19dl-d2 and for a surplus of Rs. c roies at the end of 

tb': following yeur. The IS months’ programme was criticised as 
inadvisable in tin* iincc'itain c‘onditioii< wliicb then prevailed and 
also as const i t nticmall\' inipr«)per. Sir George Rainy, the Leader 
of the 11 ouse, liad no difficulty in disjiosing of the' lattei* objection 
and as i c'gards (lie foiiner pointed out that the (Government were 
not only dealing with an emergency but had also to take a- longer 
view of India's ciodit. “ The rate at which India conld borrow 
and tlie jirospec't'. of tlit* Govcuiimeiit of India being able to resume 
the economic development of the eountry depended fundamentally 
on the ojiinioii wliicdi tin* commercial and financial wiirld held of the 
Goveunment of India's solvency and of their determination to 
deal with the economic crisis on its merits The other main 

lines of criticism weie the inade(pia<‘\ of retreri(*hmeTit, especially 
in the army bndg(*t, and the inex]>cd icnev and s(‘verity of the new 
proj)osals for taxation, which it was urged wrmld on the one hand 
tax the country out of existence ’' and otj the other hand suffer 
from the law of diminishing retniiw Sir George Schuster w'as 
able to show however *hut substa-iit ial retremliment had already 
been effeeted and that further eeonomies were under consideration: 
the Army budget wbicli five years before stood at Rs. r>5 crores 
had been reduc(‘d to wliat would Ruinerly hav(» been regarded as 
the impossible figure (»f Ks. 4G*f> crores. Xevertlieless the Assembly 
proceeded to reject four of the ])roposals for taxation, namely, the 
pro])osed ne^^ tax on mmdiinery, the imrease in certain inland 
postal rates, tlie lowering of the limit ot income liable to income- 
tax, and the im[>osition of surcharges ou the income-tax rates ns 
increased by the last budget. The total loss thus (‘aused to the 

n 2 
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hiulg’ei iimoiiiitpd roughly to Its. 4 oron^s. This of ('oiirso uiuler- 
iiiiiKHl i]ie hud^'etniy position, iuid in a message to tlie Assembly 
poiniiii^* Old tlie ^-raviiy aii<l ex('e])tioiial mdure of the (‘ireiim- 
stances and llie necessity in llie iideiesls of iinancial stability 
of l)alaiH*inf>‘ rc'venne and (*xp#nidi< lire to the end of tlie next finan- 
cial year, the \'i(“eroy re(‘oniinended accejitaiua* of ank‘ndinent> 
which Monld ii'stoie the ])osition contemplated ^^hen tlie bill wa^ 
introduced. Sir Jlari Sin^-h (tour ]iowe\er on bt‘]ja]t of tin* 
^Nationalists and Sir Alidur Itahini on behalt of the 1 nde])end(ni1 ^ 
dissociated tinnnsidves from the furtlnn' progress ol the liill and 
the anKnidnnnits r<'storin^- tin' rejected (da-UM's \\ei(‘ jias^ed. Ibit 
tiny ?(‘tu]“ned to the House and joined in votiiio- against the amend- 
(‘(1 liill Avhiidi was defeated by (id votes to 4S. It was latiu' ])ass(Ml 
by th(‘ Council of Static 1»\ sot'cs to f) and bis anie iau on (‘ertiii- 
calion by tli(‘ Xdceioy. 

In th(‘ incantiine thi' Hound Table ( 'on tin mice was in session in 
London. This second session was inevitahly le‘'^ s])e( ta*'*nla r than 
the first, wlien the dramatic deelaration oi tin* Princes in iavonr ot 
federation had sliri’ed tin* imagination and bi'stowed a ^dainoiii 
wdiiid) the arduous eonsid(*rat ion id detail was not likely to i>- 
eajdnre. In tin* intm*val mori'over jiossihil it les oj discord had 
(‘inmycd. Sonii' ni iso*ivini»‘s had follow (‘d tiu' jiuhlication by lTi< 
ITi^diness the Maharajah of Patiala, supported In t]H‘ Hnlers ot 
l)hol])ur and liidoie, ol an alternative to ledeiation, namely, 
idoser union of th(‘ Indian Stat.-s tlimnsidves through tlii' mmlinu' 
of an iinpro\a‘d and slrmi^tlieiied ('haniher ot Ibinces actinia* tni 
the Indian Stall's as a whole ns-f(-ris tlu' ( io\ ei ninent f>t Ilriti^h 
India; while Piinces who did not siijipoit this alternative heo-a.n to 
look inoj'e (dosdy at the conse(|iienees of theii* euMy into a tedeia- 
tioii. Secondly, eoniniunal dirt'erences a^^ we have seen had lieeome 
more acute since the tir'^t session, Tlie iiiis^-ivi u^s of the minori- 
ties as to their lot under a respoinihle lorin of (Government had led 
to an uii])recedent ed de^'iei' oi political acliN’ity, particularly in the 
]l[uslim community. Countless speeidies were made, ineetin^^s held, 
oro*ani/ations formed and expanded, with ]\Iusliin rlaims proo-re- 
sively hardening- into thi' iiiK'ompromisino- mandate w ith whiidi the 
Muslim delej»ates to the second session were bidden Cod-speed. 
AVith oilier minorities eijually adamant in tbeir claims, tlie Miiioii- 
ties sub-Cominitiee was fiom the outset iaeeil with au almost super- 
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luiiiuiii task. TTiii'ortunately tlie reproseiitalives of tht* 
weie uaahlo to make aay (‘onsliiic'tivo eoalrihiit ion to the delihera- 
tioiis ot the ("onfereiK'e, and in find only ex]>ose<l tlio einptine^^ 
of tli(‘ Con^-ress (*laiin to re])r(‘sent tlie whole oi India. A(*adenii<‘ 
cliss(‘T‘tations alono- the Ti<»*id line< (»f the Conoress hriei could not 
assist discussions dt^sioaied t(» acconiinodatt' many cotifl ict i ji<jf ])oint>. 
oF view, ami in no res])e(d wa‘> Congress inability or unwill inj^iiess 
to fa<‘e realities moTc marked tha-Ji in dealino- witii th(‘ m i jjorit it*-, 
(juestion. Formal imadin^s aiifl informal ton versat ions ^A(*re all Ice 
nna va i li n;^-, and after t]n‘(‘(* adjournments, tin* tliird ovt'r a ])eriod 
of fi\e weeks, the Minoritu's '^uh-t 'ommittee was ohIi^(*d to i epovt 
tailiii c* to M*acli a s(*t t l<‘UU‘iit . Mr. (iandlii steatliastly r(*fused to 
consid(M‘ a-ny pro]>osal foi separatt* electoratt*^ tor any community 
( \('ej)t < Ik* Muhammadan^, the Sik]i-> and tin* fduopeaus, and a^ 

re^ar<ls thi* d(‘j)r(*s"^ed cla^s(*-s jn particular in-^iNted tliat tlnw w'eie 
Hindus and must Ir* ke])t witliin tin* Hindu told. Di*. Aml»edkai, 
tin* s])okesman ot the de])r(*s‘^“d (dashes, was hal ]>y Mr. (huidhi's 
unvieldir.o- attitmh* into a (hdiinte demand lor se])a‘iaie elecdorates 
and tin* depr ssml classes wa‘i(‘ Nupport(*d liy tin* o1 ln‘i‘ minoritie-' 
oxcept tin* Sikhs. It is pos^jole that i . (iandhi wauild liavt* he(*n 
moi‘(* traidahh* to ^rnslim (daiius, hut with tin* lu'caktlown <d tin* 
neodt i;j t ions with tin* other luiTiorith's tin* essutial pf)in1s of diher- 
ence between the two major roni mn nit i(*s w(*re* ne\er tln\oln*d out. 

Idle ('omniunal (jiiestioii jm])in<»‘ev on so maii\ aspocds ot tin* 
const it lit ional ]>rob1em tha*t tin* faihire to reatdi aoaeement mevd- 
abl\' ham|)ei‘ed tin* work of tin* (Vmt(‘renee as a w hob* ; tin* Muslim^ 
ioi* e>.am])lc r(*lus(*d (o commit tln*ms(*l\es on the basic (jm*slioii oi 
res])onsibi I ity at the (\*ntT*e until the minoiitiev pT»iblem, and 
es]>e<‘iallv tln*ir own claims, were* settled. The h'ederal St rind lire 
r\)mmilt(*‘c was thus nnahle to leatdi d(*finite eomdiisions on sindi 
important matters as the nature ot the federal executive and its 
relationship with the leeiMatnie, financial and ot ln‘r saf(*^uar(F, 
and in f‘a<‘t most <d’ the (*ssurtial (*ii<‘umslanet‘s afle(din«j- tin* /listii- 
hntion oi ])owers, altlioueh thes(‘ siihp*(ds were dis(‘ussed and the 
difH(*n]l and im])ortant (|uestion of lederal finanec* was examined 
hv a sn})-Cd»mm ittee. Anothei' disturhino* in(lu(*n(*e was a o‘(nn*raI 
eleidion in Enodand of more than ii'^ual interest and ('xeitenn*nt . 
Those Ifriiish dele^afes who w(*re memhers of the IHmse of 
(Commons had to leave for fheir const ifiiem'ies : and >>o im])ortaiit 
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a domestic issue attracted much of the attention that would other- 
wivSe have ])een paid to the proceediiifi^s of the Conference. 

In spite of these difficulties however, the achievements of the 
second session of the Eound Table Conference, while in one respect 
iK^g-ative in character, were of definite importance. In the first 
place, the Prime Minister’s declaration of ihe 1st December made 
it clear that the British (jovernment were sincerely and deter- 
minedly comniitted to the policy of federal responsibility subject 
to certain reservations and safeguards during a* period of transi- 
tion. This annoujic<^ment was of special significance, for the new 
National Government included many Conservative minisiers, wln^re- 
as the Conseivativ e attitude at the first session of the Round Table 
Conference had been non-coinniiital. It cannot be doubted tliat 
the reaffirmation by llu' ]Vationnl Government of the policy 
adopted as a resuli of tbe first Round Table ('Onfercnce helped 
further to remove distrust of British intentions, and any step 
in this direction was a definite advance towards that mutual 
understanding on which alone the (‘onstitutional programme could 
hope to progress to success. Secondly, the second scvssion launclied 
three committees on essential pre])a*ratory work, tw’o arising out of 
the financial survey contained in the report of the Federal Struc- 
ture sub-CVmiinittee on finance and the third to examine the fraji- 
(‘hise ; while a fourth, a working eomniiitet' of the Conference, was 
to continue consult a tions in India and to keep in touch through 
ihe Viceroy with the British Government. Thirdly, tlie fact tliat 
on the communal question tlie second session like the first ended 
in an nv passe em})hasized once Jigain the depth and intensity of 
this root issue and thus paved the way for the tacit acceptance 
in manv (juait ers of the decision for wliich TIis Majesty^s Govern- 
ment were eventiiallv obliged tf» assume responsibility. To antici- 
pate for the moment, without th(‘ removal of that great 
stumbling-block the third session of the Round Table Conference 
could not have rea^died the conclusions which supplied tlie frame- 
wwk of tbe White Paper. 

In tlu‘ meantime developments in India had disturbed the calm 
which iiuniediately followed Mr. Gandhi’s departure for London. 
In most provinces the situation had remained quiet, but in Bengal, 
the Fnited Provinces and the ^Wth-West Frontier Province events 
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had moved so fast as to threaten the peaoe of India generally. We 
must deal with each of tliese three provinces in turn. 

In Tienga] tlie genera] situation arising out of the terrorist 
movement and Die inflaniing of racial feeling had hecome progres- 
sively worse. After the assassination of Mr. (iarlieh on tlu^ 27th 
July tlie most sf)e(daeuhn' ou<ragc‘s — and it is at the speriacular that 
the terrorist aims — were the following. On the 21st Angmst Mr. 
Cassels, commissioner of the Dacca division, was sliot and wounded 
in the thigh. t)n the August K. D. Ahsanullah, a Muham- 

madan ins]) 0 (*ior of j)olice, was >hot dead Arhile watching a football 
match in Chittag()ng. Ills assailant was a young Hindu boy w’ho 
fired several shots before lie was arrested. Tliis outrage led to 
immediate r(‘prisals by loea-1 Muliammadans and a serious disturb- 
ance followed in which many Hindu shops were looted although 
fortunately there uas no loss of lite. (hi the 2Sth ( tctober Mr 
Durno, district mai istrat(‘ oi Dacca, was sliot and seriously injured 
aud the nejct day, in Calcutta. Mr. Villiers, Ihesidiml of the 
l^luropeaii Association, wa-s similarly wounded (hi llie I4ih 
Deeemher Mr. Stcnauis, distriet magistiate of l'ip])<‘ra. wa'^ ^liot 
dead at (-omilla by two young Bengali girls. This crime .nousi^d 
general liorror, for the sex of the assassins and tlieir inchfterence^ 
to eonsequenees illustrated both the dee]> and far-icaehing influence 
of the terrorist organizews and their callous unseriqiulousness in 
tlie choice of agents. On the JOth l)(*eember an Indian witness 
iianit'cl Asutosh Xeogi who had gixcMi t‘vi(h‘nee in a terrorist case was 
shot dead. 

llaeial feeling was ])articularly embittered hv the nnfortunate 
affair at the Hi jli detention earn]) on the IGth September, an absurd 
canard being circuilated to the effect that the incident had been 
arranged by Europeans. The facts w ere that Uvo sent l ies wJio 
were interfeied wdth by a number of political detenus gave the 
alarm and in the ensuing mfdee two of the detenus were killed In tlie 
police guard. European feeling, greatly stirre<l liy the murder 
('if Mr. (jfarliek, w’as aroused still more by the attempts on Mr. 
Durno and ^fr. Yilliers and later by the murder of Mr. Ste\ens, 
while the Muhammadan community was gieatly indignant at the 
murder of the Chittagong inspector. In this dangerous state of 
tension the possibility of reprisals was very real. The Govern- 
ment were vehemently criticised on the ground that enough w^as 
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not heinn* done io stamp out ihe ieiroii-^t movement. Aetnally the 
position Avas one of ^'Tave anxiei^^ 1o tlie local (fovernmenl, for ii 
wa^ difficult to penetrate tlie veil ot secrt'cy bcdiind Avliicli tlie 
terioj'ists worked and still mole diffi(‘ull to ron‘S(‘e and prevent 
spei In* ulai- but isolated oulraiies. Jbit tlu' time bad cbanly arrived 
tnr the takiiio- oj special poweis. t hi tlie ‘JDlli (tctolxu' an ordinance 
was pi omulii'atcd wideniiiij^- the scope ol the Hen^al (himiual Law 
.tVineiid niciit Act wliich j)?-f)\i(h*s tm theariesl and dct<*nt ion uilhout 
trial ot teiioiists. A nnndxo ol ari(*sN wc'rc at onc(‘ made iindei 
the lU'W o!’diiianc(‘ and it was hoped that tli(‘ extended powers 
A\lii(h it had confeiied A\ould eaxMlK ^^t i (Ui^then tln‘ hands ot the 
local ( iov(‘inm(‘nt . (hi the* -»hth AoAtonlHO another ordinance anus 
]) roni uli>-at(Ml juovidine foi tlu* sptMMlno tilal ot teiaoiist oitene(*s and 
laci 1 1 1 at 1 n<>‘ combined ci\il and militaiv o])‘oat loii'^ in the (Miitta- 
e'oiijj- (list net. As n‘eards the lattt‘1, it will Im' rememheied that in 
Apiil Ihdh a w (d 1-01 e‘a n i>^ed teiiorist raid wa< made on the aiiimury 
at ( 'll it1a,L»<'iio‘. Sev(‘rai (d tin' raideis leniained at laiL’c and weie 
1 Hs|>, visible loi a niimbei <d ]dots to a'>sas'Nmal(‘ ( io\ erni'M*nt olhceis. 
Tlh‘A succeeded in esi abl ish intt almost a leioai o| tenoi in the 
di-'tiict, loi I hose w ho w (0 ihM iiisympatliN with them wmeatiaid 
to ii'ive information (d tludi moAonimits. ('ertain nationalist s(‘c- 
tioiis ol tlu‘ press e\aeo(*ia(ed th(,‘-e pi‘o\ isions ol Ihi' ordiiiame as 
amounting to a stat<' ot martial law and in\einhed in hm‘ki)(‘\ed 
terms ao-aiiist “ repr(‘s-,ion ; but in point ot tact the\ wto'i* lai 
Irom ii’eiieral in nalurt* and confimaj to wliat-anv riii lit -m inded 
citizen niU'^t repaid as es-^^‘nt lal , iianndA'. the a, pj)i i hmision ot those 
resjuuisible bu* tht‘ ( 'h it taooiin- outra^’e 

in the Tiiited ProAinces tin* committi'e (d‘ the I a‘i>'isla t ive 
('oiiiKul a})])ointed to advis* on the (piestion oi adjustinjj: rent and 
r('venue to tin* tall in jirices imU eaily in Aue-usl. A jiroiniinuit 
membm- (d tin* Cono're-s was invited to s(‘r\(^ on th<‘ (‘omniittee but 
laili'd to a(‘c(‘])t the invitation until the committi'e had ]u-acti- 
callv com])leted its labours. The local (Tovernment accejited 
in substance tin' unanimous pi(»posals made by tin' conimitt(‘e, 
and th(' remissions eonseipumtly ordered amounti'd to IN. 1,00 
lakhs (d‘ re\enue invol\ino* reductions in r(mt ol Hs. 1,10 
lakhs. The ^’ein'ral intention of the oi*ders was to reduce rents 
(subject to c(‘rtain limitations') to the level of those ])r('vailinp' 
about 1000 when prices Avere much the same as in I0."11. The 
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Cou^’iess wliile lakino- tlie credit ior these remissions lield that tJiey 
were inadeipiate s]>e(*ially in the Allahabad district and 

fdaiined remissions of ahout l{s. K) crores amount inn- to an all 
round redmdion of rent hy (iO-TO per <ent. They also (lemand(Ml 
iliat all arrears oi rent should he remitted and iurlher that tenants 
e\ ict(‘d on a( (‘ount ol non-t)aym(Mit of rtmi should he reiU'^t ai i‘d . 
A])art from tin' fact that except in two or thr<‘e districts evi(ii<>i,> 
of t(*nants liad not heen aho\c normal and that the arieais ol icni 
wei(* <lue to a very apj)recia l)le exftmt h> Conn-ress anitation, hojh 
tliesc ])r(>])osit ions laised dirlicnlt and com pi icat t‘(i isslicn avIjkIi 
would haAc i‘e(|nired h‘n‘i^|ation to oivc them (‘ll*e(‘t . Tlic local t ioA’- 
ernment's position A\as that it had dom‘ its hest , aided and ad\ i‘'(‘d 
h\ the committee oi the Len-i^hitive Council, to relieve the culti- 
vators ol the hurden (*reat(‘(l hy the slump in pric(‘s and tliat hewmd 
tliis th(‘y were pr('])ared to <*onsidei' exce])t ional cas(*s in Avhich the 
measures already ordered mi<»*ht not atloi'd adiHjuate i*elief. Durine* 
the ])ei'Jod of tliese nee-ot ia t ions hoth (-rovemnumt officials and 
landlords had lieen suhje<*t(‘d to a deliberate campainn ol \ ilific a- 
tion hoth in the jiress and from the platlorm and hetween tiie *>rd 
August and th(.‘ 8th ( )ctolu*r the local (rovernment is^uiMl no le^-- than 
14 (M)mmun i<jiies contradicting- baseless a*! legat ions ol the oppression 
of tenants on the pait of ofHcials and zamindars. Tln^ inhment 
coiisetj uenc(*s of the (’onc-ress ai>itation Avei'e reAU'ahMl clearly miouiih 
when in ()ctola'r the Allahabad District Conc-i-e^^ (Vunmittee a^ked 
the ProA'iiK-ial Conj^ress Committtu' for permission to start a no-ta\ 
camj)ai^n. Botli ^li-. (Tandhi (then in Tjondon) and tlie Cono-ress 
AV orkiii”- (\)mniittee Avere consulted hut ijj the lesult full disi-ietion 
Avas left to the ProAuncial Cono-ress (\)mniittee headed Iia^ Pandit 
JahaAA'ar Tial ^Stdiru, AVhile the discussions with the (lOAernment 
Aver(‘ still ])T*()(*eedino' the ProAuncial (kinoi-ess (kiinmittee passed a 
resolution authorisiiio- the Allahabad l)istri<-t (Vmo-ress C\)mmittee 
to advise tenants and reA^enne j)ayers to withhold the j)ayment of 
rent and reAcmue, and soon afterwa-rds definitely sam-tioned a no- 
rent C4inipai^>:n in four districts. This was at once followed by 
overt action in ])ursuance of the resolution and similar action aaus 
threatened in other districts. Clearly the ]o(‘al (xoA^erninent could 
no lonp^er stay its hand. It claimed to ha\^e exercised the utmost 
patience and forhearanct* in dealinpf durino- the previous month 
with intensive and provocative ])ropa^anda and Avas iioaa’ fac*ed 
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with a situation which without the use of special measures would 
speedily have passed out of control. Accordingly on the 14th 
Dec ember the United Provinces Emergency Powers Ordinance was 
j)romulgated and was immediately extended to the aflected districts. 
Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru was arrested on the 26th Deceml)er. 


Crisis in the 
North-West 
Frontier 
Province. 


Events had also developed into a crisivS in the North-West Fron- 
tier Province. The lull in political activities in tlie early days ot 
September wa^s soon ])roken by the return of Khan Abdul (ihattar 
Klian from Bombay wliere be iiad been aiitborised by the (k)ugres8 
Working Committee to lead the Congrovss movement in tlie frontier 
])rovin(‘e and to reorganize' the Youth League as an integral part 
of the Congress organization under the name of the Frontier Pro- 
vincial Jirgah (in other words the Frontier Provincial Congress 
Committee). Towards the close of the inonth j)icLeting increased 
markedly. It was estimated that in Peshawar as many as 900 
Ked Shirt picketers were employed of wliom some dOO wewe on 
duty at one time. J^icket reliefs marched through the city in 
formations of about 50 and this display of organization and the 
behaviour and charactt'i* of the picketers themselves tended to inti- 
midate both the public* and the shopkeepers. During October tbe 
situation in most districts exce])t Peshawar improved. There were 
internal dissensions among the leaders arid some iiidic*ations of 
distrust of Khan Al)dul (xhaffar Khan’s ])olicy among the j)eople, 
altliongli he Avas often able during liis flying tours to rekindle 
enthusiasm by his impassioned ])ro])ag'anda. In the Peshawar 
district however the situation grew j)rogressively worse. Numerous 
meetings were held and processions organized and Ked Shirt leaders 
began to set an exam])le of refusing to pay land revenue; one of 
them was a nephew of Khan A])dul (xhaffar Khan. It bec;arne 

necessary in c*.ertain ])laces to prohibit meetings under section 144 

of the Criminal Procedure Code, but these orders were either 
deliberately defied by Kha*n Abdul GhafFar Khan or evaded by 
holding religious meetings in mosques at which political speeches 
were made. His speecdies became more and more inflammatory, 
seditious and racial in tone and he' never ceased to exhort his 

followers to jirepare for the renewal of the coming struggle. At 

a meeting on tbe 1st November he declarc'd that the aim and cjhjecd 
of his organisation was “ to liberate the country from the foreign 
yoke At the conclusion of many of his meetings the Bed Shirts 
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marched away in column with banners Hying and drums beating. 
During the couise of his tours he was received in many villages 
by gatherings of Red Shirts lining the road. A Red Shirt camj) 
was set up in tlie Peshawar district early in December, tents being 
pitched and parades and ma^nmavres held in militaiy style. 
Attempts were also made to extern] the Red Shiit movement across 
the border into the tribal areas, and infiammatf)ry j)amphlets were 
distributed in Swat territory wdth the o})j(‘ct of stirring up dis- 
affection against its rub*r. The J*rime Minister’s announcement 
of the 1st December promising early constitutional reforms in the 
province was received with general satisfaction by the iittelligentsia 
but evoked no response Prom Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan. On 
the contraiy his s])eeches became more hostile in tone and lii-. 
preparations for an early renewal of the stjuggle, including the 
dev(doj)ment of the Red vShirt f)rganization , moi'e j)rouounced . 
t)n the b2th December, in a sj)eech which shows clearly enough 
his connection w'ith the (’ongress, he said, people complain 
against me for having joined the CV>ngr(»ss by selling my own 
nation. The Coiigress is a national and not a Hindu body. I'he 
Congress as a body is w^orking against the British. The British 
nation is the enemy of the f^ongress and the Pathans. T have 
therefore joined it and made common cause with the Congress 
to get rid of the British ”, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and his 
brother refused the invitation to the Chief ( 'oinmissioner's durbar 
fixed for the i22nd December at whi<*h it was generally known an 
important pronouncem<‘nt w ould be made in regard to the introduo 
tion of the reforms. On the 2()th December, two days before the 
durbar, a meeting of the Frontier l^rovincial Congress Committee 
resol v(‘d that the Prime Minister’s announcement was unsatisfac- 
tory, that the object of the Red Shirt organization was to attain 
complete independence, that the All-India Congress Committee 
should be asked to put an end to the Irwin-Gandhi settlement, and 
that Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan should proceed to Bombay to 
discuss with Mr. Gandhi plans for the resumption of civil disobe- 
dience. It was also resolved to hold a mass meeting on New^ 
Tear’s Day at which Ihe Congress flag would be unfurled. Pre- 
parations were speedily put in train to make this ceremony an 
impressive demonstration of Red Shirt strength and prepared- 
ness. In the face of this menace to orderly government it w^as 
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obviously impossible io <*o!ifiiie action within lln^ limits of 
-ti'dinai N l;n\ , and nn the LMtb Decembei" c(M*tain ordinaiices 
V ere pi-omulijated and a])]>lied to tlie ])rovinc(». Klian Alxliil 
(ibab'ar Khan and otlier leaders were arrested by surprise on 
the nij[i*ht of tlie and the Peshawar district \Nas (xanipied 

by six mobile columns. AVitli the exce])tion ot a disturbain'e on 
the ‘Jbtb DeceinlxM* when a lar^e and <lisorder]v crowd liad to be dis- 
])ersed by iorce the Pesiiawar district was s]X‘(‘di]\ l>roiiuiit nndei 
(‘onti'ol and in the last week of tln^ month close upon lbs. 1 lakh 
was 1 (‘allied in land r<^\enue. A set ious dist iirbaiua* how(*ve] 
occiuhmI in K(diat on tln^ 'Jtith December when 1ar^(‘ crowds (^vid(*n1- 
ly Ixmt on tor(‘ino- nn entrv into tin* cantofiinenl resohitop rt‘fnsf*d 
to dis])(*isi‘ de>])ite a wai-nin^- ainl ])<‘is(mal a])p(‘al from tin* De])uty 
( dmm issumcT'. IMieir belia% ioni became i ncrea si n y] \ fiii'bulenl, 
the arri*st ot tin* l(*ader'^ wa-^ r<*'Ni‘'te4l and sioin*'« w (‘ii* tliroN\n at tb» 
t]'oo[)s. It be(‘ann* in*(e->^ary lln*rt*tovt* to dispt'r^r the ciowtU and, 
ow inu‘ to the resistance oft\‘re<I, to resot t to fire*, 1-4 ])(‘isons b«*in^‘ 
killed ainl sonn* •»() wounded bel'ore the* situation was broimhi nnd(*r 
crnitrol. ddn* area from which tin* majorit\ (d the demonstrators 
bad been draw n was \i>ite<l the Ji(*xl da\ by local oflicals w ln‘n tin* 
vdllacers admitted their tault «md promist*d to abainlon tin* b*ed 
Sliiid inovenn*nt. hhom this pennt tin* n<un*ral sjiuation was bi*ou^‘ht 
uinb*r (‘ontrol. 

In the eonclndinc- months oi the year communal t(*nsi(>n crenti- 
nned to bt* acute* and almost general t h I'oiicdiout Ineiia and in many 
]daces the loeal authorities were* constantly em tin* ale*rt to preveni 
actual distuibances, winch so eelten arise* fi*om some* tiivial (*ause. 
An illustration of this danemous state ol tension was pi*o\ ideel in 
])eia Jsmaii Khan, a tow n in the* A Oif h- We*s| h'rontie'i* Pren iin e, 
em the* rjth August. A v<^»ry oidinaiw epiarre*! betwe‘en a Hindu 
shopkee*per a-nd a Muhammadan (‘iistomer, in tin* cours(* ol which 
tlie former is said to have abuseel the Projihet, leel within a few 
minutes to a viedeiit communal i n»t in whie h se\'e*ii ]K‘rsons were* 
kilh‘d anel many injine*el, and lootino and ince‘ndiarism hecame 
c-eneral. Immediately after this distnrhaine e*onnniinal tensiein 
almost leaclied hreakin^’-])oinl in Dvo other j)lace*s in tlie* same dis- 
trict following* attem])ts to fire Hindu houses and a ITindn fem])le. 
It was also not w'itliout its repercussions in the Pnnjah where the 
bitter relations between the two major communities were ^iven y 
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peculiar and iinex])ef*ted linn l>v evenis in Kaslnnir. As we liave The 

seen tlie riot at Srinagar an the lolli Jiilv excited widespread 

*. , . . ^ . agitation* 

sympathy anion^’ Indian Muslim^ with the claims of iheii* Kashmiii 
co-l•eIio•ionist^. TliivS feidinj^- was n'kindhal hy ren(‘wed distiirh- 
ances in Kaslimii* towards the end of SeplcMiilxM-. 4Mie main 
direction of the an’itation ^*radiially fell into llie hands of the 
Ahrar-i-lslam Ihn'ty, an oro*aiiizat ion whicli came into ])r‘ominemt* 
tollowino* conference at Laliore early in -Inly. Altlioiieli com- 
])o,sed lai’o'ely of tlio^e who had loimerly su])poi’led the Coneaess 
tlie conteience repudiated holli ( 'on^»‘res>, and Xationalist Muslim^ 
ami adoj5te<i n* <h‘linit(‘h (‘oinmunal ]>]atfni*ni. (hamK 

of demoii^t I'a t oi N / w er(* ni-oaiiiyed lor ilie pni‘poNe of entry into 
Kaslnnir teia-itoi-v with th(‘ object ot hrin^-ni^ pie'^-m-e on the 
Diirhai’. So ])0]>u1ai' did tlnX mo\ement heconie that il^^ ori^anal 
object of N\'mpat !i isin^ witti Kashmiii L‘‘i*ie\ a ncc> t»‘mle(1 to 1 k‘ ovm- 
laid ])y ilN w idei ajipi'cciat ion a^ e\ idema* ol tlie powm' of Miis- 
linm to oiyan i'/(‘ — always a useful fa<Mih\ in tlie constitutional 
held I he danoei tliat these im ursioii'N from tin* Pun jab nii^’ht 
lead t(' ti'esli disturbances in lCashmii\ whert* coumiuual noting* had 
broken out aeain on tin* tjnd and -Ird November, was \er\ leal. A‘*- 
eoidii’oly on the ftli Xovendier an ordinam'e was promiil^»‘att‘d 
whi(h tr-tve the Punjab (lovernnient jiower to ihuil with while 

still in ibinjab teiritorx and so pn*vent their ineress into Kashmir. 

In sj)iie of this howev.'i tiie nmsennMit expanded lapidly in the 
hr^t hall of Xo\ ember when the averaj^e daily niimbei’ ot j)ersons 
arie-HltMl undej tin* ordinam-e was betw(»(‘n lift) and Moie un- 

scrupulous propauanda tactics bejiaii to be adopted. Yi liticat ion 
in the press ot the jail administration and the publication oi 
accounts of ati'indties alleoed to have been committed on jufha 
jirisoners became common. 1'hese tactics tended to create some re- 
sentment ae-ainst the t io\'t‘rii meat in |dac(*s wheri* the issue had 
jireviously bt*en r(‘e‘arded as one bt*twt*«Mi tin* M ulianimadans and 
the Kashmir Durbar. Hut the most studous feature ot the move- 
nnuit was the emhittermeut ot eomniunal feeline*. irindu alarm at 
ihe success and streiie-th of this Muhammadan organization w’as re- 
flected in several lareely attended meetine*s held at Lahore durinu’ 
November and Deiemher when the s])eeeln‘S delivered were definite- 
ly anti-Muslim. The Maharajah of Kashmir wuis uiyred U) deal 
firmly wdth Muslim ag^itation and there was some talk of retaliatory 
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Hindu action in Muslim States. Tliroiigliout these months the 
situation was tlie cause of mucli anxiety to the runjah Government 
and Ihe dangerous siale of communal feeling was again illustrated 
at the end of ihe year ])y an outbreak in Lahore. A dispute 
arose ))eiween Hindu proce.ssionisis and Muha*mniadan shopkeej>ers 
and in ihe fight that ensued a Muhannnadan youth was stubbed 
and eventually dit‘d of his injuries. This led to a riot oii the 
^Tth December in M]ii<‘h ;2'') ])ersons wer(‘ injiir<‘d, three of them 
fatally. 

hardly tc» be e\])e<‘ted th;it th(‘ action whicli the Govern* 
bre^down nient liad been torched to take to maintain control in the United 
fh’ovinces and the Tsortii-West Frontier Vrovince ^^ould be regarded 
as justihahle by the f^>ngre^s Working Committee, although that 
action would have been am]>ly warranted mucli earli(‘r and was 
])()stponed to definite danger-])oint solely in the interests oi ])reserv- 
ing' the Delhi settlement. The plain tiaith of llie matter was that 
Ml the aliseiice of ^Ir. (iandhi's restraining influema* those (\)»igU‘s> 
h‘aders of the left wing who had not been altogether satisfied with 
the pact ’’ had tended more and more to follow their own incli- 
nations. Another indication of this umontrcdlable restl(‘ssness was 
the resolution passed by the Ibmgal Urovincial Cfuigress f'ommittee 
early in December demanding the intensive boycott of all Hritish 
g’oods, in flagrant disregard of the express terms of the Delhi settle- 
ment. Mr. Gandhi airi\ed iii Jlombay on the i?8th December to 
find the Congress Working Committee awaiting him with some im- 
patience and most of its members, it was generally believed, in 
favour oi the immediate resum])tion of civil disobediem e. 
^fr. Gandhi however first approached the Viceroy. The correspon- 
dence that ensued wmi^s so important and has been givcui siudi 
])rominence in certain quarters that it must be described in some 
detail; it is also reproduced in full as an a])pendix* to this report. 
On the 29th December Mr. Gandhi sent a telegram to the Viceroy 
in wdiich ho referred to the ordinances recently promulgated in 
Bengal, the United Provinces and the North-West Frontier 
Province, find concluded T do not know^ whether I am to 
regard these as indications that friendly relations between us 
are closed or whether you exj)ect me still to see you and 
receive guidance from you as to course I am to pursue in ad- 


* Page 231. 
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'vising* Congress In liis reply on the -Slst December the Viceroy 
described briefly the circumstances which had led the (Government 
to take special measures in the three pjovimes in (jueslioii. lie 
was willing to see Mr. Gandhi if, as he Inqjed, the latter had no 
personal share in responsibility for oi- appivned of (Vmgress acti- 
vities in the I'luted Provinces and the ^'oitli-Webt Prontier l^ro- 
vinct^ and emjdiasized tliat he would not be ])re]>ai' ^d to i]j'>cii>^ the 
measure.- whicli it liad liecn found n(‘re^-ary to take. In his lejjly 
dated tlu^ Isl Tanuar\' JMr. (landhi slated that he could not jvpu- 
diate his colleiUgues in ad\ance. traveised llie alleged facts on 
which the (Toveriiment justified their action in tlie United Pro- 
vinces and the Portli-West Prontier Province, denounced the llen- 
g'al ordinances as legalised Governnu'nt terrorism foiwvarded 
a resolution of the Congress Working (r'ommittec sketching a ])lau 
of civil disobedience, and concluded that ‘‘ if II is Excellency thinks 
it w^orth wdiile to see me operation of the resolution would lie sus- 
pended pending our discussion The Committee's resolution 
dismissed the Prime ^Minister’s declaration of the 1st December as 
wholly unsatisfactory and iiiade(|uate " and declared tliat 
nothing short of com]>let(‘ indejiendencc (arrying full conirol 
over defence and external atfairs and finance with sucli safeu’uards 
as may he demonstraldy necessary in th<» inteivsts of tlu^ nation 
f‘an i)c r gardtMl by the Congress as -a*t isfai'torv Tlu* res.dution 
also indi(;a1(ul that unless the Vi(‘ero\ re(‘onsidertul Lis telegram, 
grant(‘d adeijuate rcdief in re.spect ol the oidinanccs, left free scope 
to tlie ('ongress to jirosecute its claim tor complete independence 
in any future negotiations, and pending the attainment of inde- 
pendence carried on the administration of the country in 
consultation with ])opular representatives, civil disobedience would 
be revived. Iteplying on the 2iid January the \ iceroy observed 
that ‘‘ no (Tov^eriimeiit , <*,onsistenf wdth the discharge of their 
responsibility, can be subject to conditions sought to be imposed 
under the menace of unlawful action by any political organi- 
sation and added that the Government (*ould not accept the 
implications of Mr. Gandhi^s view^ that their policy should be 
dependent on his judg’ment as to the necessity of measures which 
had been taken after the most careful and thorough consideration 
of all the facts. In bis re])ly of the 8rd Taniiary Mr. Gandhi 
adhered to liis position and assured the Government '' that every 
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eiuleavour will l>e made on pari of Congress lo eaiTV on llie slruo^le 
willioul mali(‘e and in sirielly jioji-violenl niaiiiHM* . llie ci\il 
disohedieiKH' movemeni was llnn'c'upon lONived. 

Tlie course taken l>y IIh» A'iceroy and lli(‘ (lovernmeiil ol India 
at (lii.N crisis undouhlodly recei\ed a laroe in(‘asur(‘ ot ])ul»lic 
support. lUil a deal ci criiicisin was dii'ected against tlie 

Vi(*eroy’s refusal to ii‘i\e Mr. (iandlii an unconditional inters 'ew, 
and altl)()uo-li exprt‘<^(‘d lar^(‘iy b\ (’on^it's.s .su})port(‘rs ^^a‘• al-o 
littered l)\ rej )resen tat i\ cs of other schools of thoii<»'hi. Thib 
criticiMu ]io>\e\ei* doe.s not fully apjireciate the ( io\ ern nienl 
position. It wu'^ ini})o>>ihle to ii'^ard Mr. (iandhi as otloM* than 
a re])r(‘sentat i ve of the (’(mt!-re.ss \\hos(‘ cas(» lie had rectmih 
arii'ued in fjondou and on wllo^e hehal! lie wislied to set' the 
A icerov. T'nless iht'itdore Mr. (la-ndhi was jirt'pared to dissot lait* 
himseir from (''ono-ress aidivilie^ tin* issm* was jilainly iIiin; 
wlit'lht'r tli(‘ \’ic(‘roy was to diseiiss with the ( 'on^aess represtmtai ) vt‘ 
the nieasui‘t‘s he had I'ound n(‘ce■^saJ•y to takt' a;.>’ainM (hmo'rt'>s 
Jict ivii ie.s, while those activitit's w toe still heino* pursued. In tin' 
T^nitt'd I^rovinces a no-ta\ campaign was ht'in^’ ])rost‘cut(*d ; in 
th<‘ Xorth-W’eNt k'rontit'i Frovinct* the situation wa>s still critual; 
in Jhuio’al tlit^ h»cal (roverntnent w<*i(‘ (*ima<»’ed in an (‘\actine- fij^ht 
a^-ainst the tturorist moxement. (d-arlx any discussion ol iht* 
m(‘asures that wt'i't' ht'in^'' (‘luplou'd in lliese pr(oince> wouhl lia\(‘ 
('rented a leelino- of insecurity and uncertainty at a time when 
cii'c'umstances dtuiianded that both action and policy should he 
une({uivocal. The jirecipitatt* actitui of Mi. (iandhi's 1 ituitt'iianls 
had in sliort jdaced him in a position in wliicli (‘itlu'i' lie must 
renounct* or the (fo\ eriinuMit must countenance their activities, 
dearly the (loviuiiment could not do the latter; Mi’, (iandhi was 
not jirepared to do the former. 

The Government lost no time in explainin/^- their position. On 
the 4th January 1932 they puhlished a statement which presents 
in restrained but convineinfj- lano-ua^e an unanswerable indictment 
of Confrress judicy and activities since the Delhi settlement. As 
w’e have seen, the settlement was concluded with the express object 
of giving the Congress an opportunity of taking part in further 
constitutional discussions, following the unambiguous statement of 
constitutional policy made by the Prime Minister at the close of 
the first Round Table Conference and overlooking the declaration 
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ill fa^<)l;r of iiidepoiHleiioti made 1 a’ tl»e (-ou^'i'ess in ])eeeiij])ei’ 

Hu{ all local (;io\'(MJiii)(^Ji I s and the (lONerument of India liiol 

observed the l<*rins of 1 h(‘ setlleiioMii and .s])ared no eit'o]*t to in.iin- 
tain ])eac('fnl conditions, th(‘ ^*eneral liend of rf)ijo-iess ])o]icy sijj(*e 
th<* settl(Miienl had been niarkc‘fl l)y Hvo definite and m iscli ie-eous 
fcatni(‘>. The firsi ua> an f>i 7 »anized altemj)T to utilize* llie settle- 
nitmt a> a meaic'^ ()t joe^paiat jon lor furtloM- conlljct. AVr lia\e 
ali'esol'* ■^e'cn liov\ 1 !o '^e ])i (*|>a i a I mii" ba^d beem opeiiU e arr!***! <‘ii ; 
liovv stre‘S'^ bad laid on (be* < on >-01 1 da t ion of the* ('()norc^> 

tieni in I'ui'al ai('a> and bow to tin's end the* e^conom ic .situation liad 
b(‘(‘n viii'orously tXj)loiled: how' Kliaii Abdul (ihaflar Klian ( it^coo- 
niz(*d by the (h)nores',j bad fonuuittMl a rc'vol u t ionary niovem(‘in in 
Mu* Aoitb-Wcst I ronlie*! IM-o\ln<a* aiul bow* in llu* l’uit(*d Viovin('e> 
a uo-it-nt canipai^'U bad been >taite‘<l while* the Hound Ta])le ( on- 
ference* was \ <*1 in session. dbe-* see-ond f*'atui‘c oi t poin-y 
bad been the e\j>hutation ot tin* .s(*t 1 lenu*nt for the* ])urpose of 
au^i’ment ino; the* ])re*siiue of (’olio-res', aiul of s<M in ino' for its nu*]n- 
bers a [iri vih‘^’(*d posMion. 'This bad !>(*♦ c ]>ui''ia‘fl ])V the* pei^i'-tont 
advoca<*y (»1 ( lanns wbub. if aelinilt(‘(j . would liavc nu‘ant the 

fetteiino- of ( lovt'rn ineiil d ise !•(*? ieui in tlie ina i ntenaiu e* of la s\ and 
orde*i' : tlu* i (*coo-ii it ion of ('onoro'.'s a- a body wdio^e advice* mu'.! be 
a«‘cej)t(*d in iuatter> re‘latino- to land i*e*\enue aiul re‘nt ; the ]>lae ing 
of inenibe*r.> of the (’onoi-t‘>'. wlu> otte*neled aoanist the law in a 
tavoLirahle [)e»,sition iii e*om})a rison with eitiier ineinbfi> of the pub- 
lic; and o(*iie*rall\ weuild have iinjilied that the ('ono-i-(»ss' as 

e‘ntitle*d to more* favourable* 1re*atmeiit than was ae-eoreled fiy (h»v- 
eriimeiit to aiiv otlier a'^soeiar nin aiul const itule*d aii intermediary 
between the ( lov ernment ami (be* peeiple. Fiiit lu*rmore, at (lie 
e lose of tlie year (lie (’oiio-ress eleiinitely jejeeleel (be* m‘w statement 
e)f ])e)liey eonlained in the Ihiiin* Miuistei's deelaratiou e>t the 1st 
J)(‘eember and under tin* sj)ee*ifie* threat of a general renewal ot edvil 
disobediene*e asked the (Toverninent of India to aeee])t e*()nditions 
vvliieh would have nuide Mr. (janillii tlie arbiter of ineasuies neces- 
sary for the inaintenanee e>f law^ and eirder and have left the 
(dongress free to ]>ursue their subversive a(*tivities as .seemed fit to 
fhem. Tliey further demanded as the price of their co-operation 
free scope to prosecute llieir claim to eomjtlete iiidependenee. In 
these edreumstaiH'es there could he no shadow of doubt where 
respoiisihilify for the breakdown of the settlement lay. l^laiiily. 



36 


The Burma 
rebellion. 


The rebellion 
nrea. 


as they at once annouiiced the Government liad no alternative but 
to reject these demands and take all measures necessary to combat 
civil disobedience. In doing* so they were figliling not only their 
own battle but also that of all future governments; for civil dis- 
obedience claimed by Mr. Gandhi to be an elective substitute lor 
violence or armed revolution is clearly a menace to any form ol 
government, British or Indian. The jesolute suppression of civil 
disobedience together with ilie vigorous ])rosecution of the coiisli- 
tutional policy of His Majesty’s Govern men t com{)rise that dual 
policy which has since been consistently followed by the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Before proceeding with the second half of our review we must 
give some account of tlie rebellion in Burma in 1931. The opening 
events of the rebellion were described in our last report. It first 
broke out in the Tharrawaddy district at the end of December 1930 
and had appreciably spread by the beginning of the jieriod with 
which we are dealing. Primarily political and not economic in 
origin, it reflected various features rather than flowed from any 
single cause. There is little doubt that it began as a definite 
attempt to overthrow the Government in a district specially selected 
by reason of a tradition of contumacy dating back to the time of the 
Burmese Kings. The Burmese villager is excitable in tem])era- 
ment and is generally ready to listen to any plausible tongue. 
Open rebellion headed by a pretender in the person of tlie mysteri- 
ous Saya San made an immediate ap}>ea], while a child-like faith 
in chaims and magic left no doubt of invulnerability against the 
foe. The spread of the rebellion was due mainly to itinerant 
yhongijis (Buddhist monks) whose preachings against the Govern- 
ment were helped by unprecedented economic depression and a 
growing feeling of nationalism. The latter, emerging from the 
political ferment that followed the Great War and quickened by 
the political enquiries of the Statutory Commission and by the 
separation controversy, has tended to assume a racial bias not only 
against Indians, as shown in the disturbanees of 1930 and 1931, 
but also against Euroj»eans and Cbinese. 

The main rebellion area (‘om])rising five contiguous districts 
may be described as tlie middle stretch of liower Burma running 
north and south along the lower reaches of the Irrawaddy. A sixth 
generally affected district })ulges to the east from this central 
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fctrelch. (ieogiaj)iii(*al leatiires played an iiiiporlaiit part, for this 
hinterland reg’ion is Hanked on either side by a range of hills, tbe 
lower slopes of which are covered with jungle arid, providing an 
adjiiirable natural retreat for the rebels, served to prolong their 
defiance of the (jovernnient . ]ly contrast, in ()])en cultivated 
country the rebellion never suc(‘ee(ied in esta])lisliing itself. It was 
(juukly stamped out in the Irrawaddy delta area; and the Hat 
country on the east l)ank of that river was less the home ilian the 
hunting gjound of rebel bands. 

Perhaps tlie most reniai kable feature of the rebellion was tat- General 
tooing. Freely resorted to as a charm conferring invuJnei'aojlity the rebellion, 
Hg;nnst the risks of war, it was an unfailing portent of trouble in 
ire^h areas. Ilebels were tatt.oo(‘d with tbe word ‘ (jdloii \ re- 
pre‘^enting tlie fa])uh)us bird of Hindu mythology whicli d(‘>troys 
tile or snake, the embhun (d* the foreij^ner. I’lie ‘ {/(don 

wa^ finis in itself a symbol of victory over the llritish, and the 
rebels were sometimes styled the ‘ galon army The glamour of 
their magic is admirably conveyed by tbe following rendering of 
a Jlurniese cbarin : — 

Steal gold from tlie pagodas, fine, lirigbt gold. Kefine 
it in the fire and repeat tbe magic words in tbe bouse, on 
the lonely ])atb, before the lucky star, at the jiagodas ; repeat 
ihein a thousand times save one. Consecrate the water; 
draw the circle of tlie flying galon. Put it under the left 
arm. Xo harm will befall thee, safe and invulnerable.’’ 

Another notable general feature ol the rebellion Avas the secrecy 
ui its prejiarations. This was particularly marked iu (lit* Tliaria- 
waddy district, where the initial outbreak took the local authori- 
ties com])letely by surjirise, and bad been a feature of previous 
risings. In auotber res])ect also history rejieated itself. Tlie 
rebellion usually opened in its various areas with a murderous out- 
rage, the prelude to a phase in whi<di tlie rebels confident of 
victory and as yet uncliecked did not seek to avoid open engage- 
ments with Government forces. Two or three reA^ersals however 
usually led to the adoption of guerrilla tactics and the rebellion 
became less a question of dealing with organized resistance on a 
lai'ge scale than with innumerable small gangs who lived on the 
country and iiujirovised a remarkably effective system of intel- 
ligence This pha^-’e was little more than a succession of dacoi- 
ties in AAdiich arms and ammurition were particularly sought as 
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l)0(>ty; ]ocid IjjhI ( hin-jiriers took full adviintaoe of tlie ])()ssil)ilitieN 
f)f loot and weie s\\ej)i into Ike rebel ^‘anos; the terror-strieken 
vil]a”-e]\^ \v(ue ati’aid 1o ^’iNe liiforjiiat ion of lehel movements to the 
autlionties and in sf)nie (‘ases ])on^-ht immiinitv from daeoity hy 
})ayin»- th(‘ l)lackm;iil l(‘vied hy the lehel^. 

vSa\a^‘e (*ru(‘lt\ and wanlon murder were also features of (lie 
risiii< 4 ‘. An old w(unan nu'eliii^- a r(*]>el ‘^‘an<»’ was <hot hy order oi 
th(‘ l(*ader la^eause the encounter was considered a had omen. A 
(djin vil]a^(‘ was ])Ui-n( down and every inhahitant massacred — 
man. woman a?id clr’ld — ])ecanNC lli<‘ Chins had heen actively loyal 
Id tlie ( lovernnuml . Many villa^-e headmen w'er(‘ del il>'^ralely 
muidered as ])ari ot a d<‘finite j>olicy to hampei* the administration 
and tlu‘ collection of revenue. 

Spread ofthe Turnino* now to the course oi the ri'hellion. hy >\|)ril it liad heen 

April to June. Vaniethin l)ut was no nioi(‘ than held in check in 

Tharia w addy , Tfiseln and Ilenzada, tlu‘ districts formin^^ the 
^oiiiIkm'u ])]ocIv oi wliat we hav(‘ described as the r(d)el]ion area, 
hiom luMe it spi'ead n(*rthwards and suddenly broke out in tin' 
Thayctiiixo distiict in Aj>ril and in tlie Pronie district in May, 
(ausino- considerable rm\i(‘tv to tin* local (Tovernnnuil ; lor once 
estahl iv}i<‘d in this area the rchdlion niio'ht easih lia\c (*xt(*nded 
further north to Cpper Burma with its vast stretches oi juno*lr 
In Thayetmyo tin* rising- o[)ei‘cd on tin* iDth Ajiril with an atta(‘k 
on a headmen’> conler(*nc‘. oiu- headman heine- lirutallv murdered, 
a*nd within tin* next iew^ wa'clo then* wi'rc foui- en^aotunen ts with 
lehel hands varyin^^* in stn'njrth from Iht) to 400. ( )n each occasion 

thf* insnroeiits weie rout(*d with numf»rou,s casualties. Idn* eno-ap*- 
meiit on tlie 7th .Afay was remarkable tor tin* {>atln‘tic confi(h'n(‘(* 
dis])layed h>' the rebels in the efficacy of their tattoo marks and 
other charms, soon rudelv shattered hy a macliiin* ^un. fn 
Prome the rlsin<r started on tlie ^^)rd May wdth raids on two 
villao-es, followed tin* next day by a sur])rise aitttek on a small 
police jKirtv headed by the district superintendent: the latter w^as 
murdered and his ])arty wij)ed out. Sliortly afterwards, on the 
1st dune, an assault on a ])olice station by a c()rn*ent rat i{)n of some 
50t) 7 ‘ebels w^as only beaten off after four hours of fi^htin^*. Idiis 
district later became notable for the dejiredations of two lar^e 
LUiTi^rs kriowui as the lion ’’ and ti^er armies. 

Height of the The rebellion may be said to have reached its height in Mav 

rebellion. addition to the serious outbreaks just described new 
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Jiva- Im-ohii to he j»l;»c(‘s wlioio tlio i‘e])ollioii liad 

iirsi. looKon out sliowod M‘<ins ol rcuiowod activity. The outbreak 
ill Hit* Shan States in d uik* was fomented ]»y the reliel leader Sava 
San him^idf in the ^aiise oi a />//o//y/y/. It wa^ lio\\<^‘ver (juickly 
^up]»i(‘>sed and on the ‘Jnd August Sava San himself wa^ «‘a])tured, 
l! i(‘d and e\ (*»i t tial 1 } lian^ed in ^CovemlxM . d'he outhr-ak in tin* 

IV^u distiict at the mid of .hme wa^ le^-s rne>.])ect ml, toi tlu* po-- 
--iidlitN (d tin* infection spr(*aflin^- from tin* aftected aT(*a 1 > in^ to 
llie wot had alway.'^ l)(*en a]iprehend(‘d . t )n the 'tOth dune two 
1 llama's were attacked and within the nevt few' dao nineteen othe’ 

^lllalL!e^ well* laided and l\\ent\ o-inm looted, d’ln* lehe! j)art\ how- 
e\^'j* was touted on the IkMli duly and thereailt‘r avoided Ojiei. 
^no-ae-(Mnent,s, lakinji to the {un<»le m small hands as in othei' di^-- 
iriets. At this time tln‘re wa^^ a i(*in‘wal ot re)a*l actPity in the 
southern block of the lehel ar(‘a. Tow anh tlie (‘inl oi Ajuil and 
durin^i* Ma\ five* '^eparale attacks weie made on small pidne pai'tie- 
u police stations, and on the kkSt h May a larei* \illae'<^* was raided 
and despoiled of o\ei IJs. ] 0 ,tH)t) attei’ tiv(‘ Inmrs (d svstematic 
loot iiio*. 

ddn* cours(‘ oj n*h('llious activities thus hiieflv de^ci ihed pro- 
du(*ed conditions a jiprmich ino anaichy in the afteded misis durino' 

’In* period rout>‘hly from Ajual^o Auuaist The fiuures of seldom 
•linn*, alwa\s a Mire in<h*\, sw(*lled ra])idl\ and were some time*' 
ilie iioinial 111 dune and dul\ It hecame (deal- in short that tin* 
ie}n‘llioii had e(*as(*d to he nn'r(‘ly a |)oliee problem and that its 
•'U])])r<*ssi()n d(‘maFnh*d o-ieatei military str(*n<>th than the local 
th)venimeiit had at its disposal lly duly additional tioojis eon- 
-istiiio* (d' om* Hrilish and fist* Indian haftalioiis arrived from India. 

’Fhe ado]>tion of stron^-er and more systematie measure's was aeeom- 

paiiied hy the puhlieatioii ol an amnesty designed to avoid v indie- The amnesty, 

nve tieatment oi the rank and tile and to detaeli them from the 

rebel toi'ces. Tt was o])en to all whose names were not specified 

as rebel leaders and wlio had ind taken an active part in tlie 

cuui-der of ( loveriiment servants and loyal villairers otherwise fhaii 

•n o])en collision with (lovernment forces. The local (doveniment 

also reserved the rip-lit of proseeiit iiip* tho>e wdio had eoinmitted 

daeoity. Ileyond these restrictions the terms of the amnesty were 

broad and p-enerous, for any rebel could secure a pardon hy sur- 

lenderinp’ himself and uiidertakinp^ not to join the rebels apaiii or 

:o harhoui oi* assist them in an,’ wav. This offer did not at once 
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meet with anv great res]>oii&e. The activities of the rebel gangs 
were still proiioiiiicetl and dacoity still a profitable undertaking. 
Surrejiders in August ajid September numbered about 3,500, but as 
Goveruiiieiil pressure began to make itself felt rose to over 5,000 in 
each of the three closing montlm of the year and still higher in 
January, Feljiuary and March ot 1032. There seems little doubt 
therefore that the amnesty policv accelerated the collapse of the 
3‘ebcllion. This ])roce^s wa> also assisted by tiie a<'tivities of 
the “ lVac(' Mission Organized by non-official agency, it did 
much to bring the great infiuencr* of the priesthood to ])(‘ar against 
the i(‘l)elJion. 

A conference on the 2Tth July demarcated tlie civil and mili- 
tary sj)]icres ot action, a plan of military opei’ations was at onc'e 
pie])ared and the Kmeig-ency Towers Ordinance giving very wide 
powers was ])romulgated on the 1st August. The systematic and 
})ei‘sistent pressure whi<di followed gradually wore down rebel resist- 
ance. Now liunted fugitives rathei- tlian robber chiefs, the ])restige 
of the rebel leaders sank and tlie confidence of the villagers slowly 
returned. Information of rebel movements and hiding ])laces began 
to come in and small gangs were rounded up from time to time, 
and the villagers themselves began to offei' jesistance to rebel 
raids. In the north of the affected area where the new military 
operations were a])plied with particular intensity the rebellion l)roke 
.suddenly at the end of August when some 1,500 of the rank and 
file surrendered. Other affected areas were gradually pacified dur- 
ing- the closing- months of the year or early in 1932; the rebel 
leaders eitlier suirendcred or were killed or captured and their 
g-angs dispersed. The year 1932 saw a progressively quickening 
return to normal conditions and the trial — by special judges — 
of captured rebels. 

Great care bad to be exercised to prevent the spread of the 
re])ellion to the districts of Bas.seiTi, Mauhin, Minbu and Toungoo, 
adjoining the main rebellion area. In none of these districts did 
the rebellion ever establish a footing but each at one time or another 
showed signs of excitement, or sufPered an increase in crime, or 
reported the preliminary of tattooing, or was subjected to incur- 
sions of rebel gangs from neighbouring districts. 

The total casualties during fhe rebellion up to November 1931 
fthe latest date for which information is available) were, on the 
Government side, including military and police forces and other 
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Government servants, 302 killed and 114 wounded; these figures 
include 38 village headmen killed and 5 wounded. In addition, 

256 villagers and irregulars were killed. Details of casualties 
among the rebels are not available but the total is computed at 
more than 2,000. 

To revert to our main narrative, the year 1932 opened as we Revival of 
have seen with the resumption of civil disobedience. Once the civil di*- 

^ OPoniMicfr~— 

issue had been decided the Government of India and local Govern- Govcmmowi 
ments took strong and immediate action. Four ordinances were 
promulgated on the 4th January — the Emergency Powers Ordi- 
naJice, conferring certain special powers for ttie maintenance of law 
and order and, in particular, widening the operative section of 
tlie Press Act so as to permit action against the publication of 
matter calculated to encourage the civil disobedience movement ; 
the Unlawful Instigation Ordinance, (hrected against no-tax cam- 
paigns; tlie Unlawful Association Ordinance, aimed at Congress 
buildings and funds ; and the Prevention of Molestation and Poy- 
cotling Ordinance, directed against picketing and the boycotting 
of public servants. Mr. Gandhi and other leaders were quickly 
arrested and a direct attack made on Congress organizations. 
j\laiiy of them were declared uiiiawJul associations under the 
Criminal Law’ Amendment Act and once so declared their head- 
quarters w’ere liable to sequestration and their funds to forfeiture 
under the Unlawful Association Ordinance. At the same time, in 
view’ of the continuous mterlerence with business and trade that 
marked the previous civil chsobedience movement, the public were 
assured of the full protection of the Government in carrying out 
their lawdul avocations. There is no doubt that the Government’s 
determination to deal firmly with the movement, thus early dis- 
played, greatly impressed public opinion. Loyalists were encour- 
aged, Government officials heartened, waverers induced to lean to 
the Government side and lukewarm sympathisers of the Congress 
discouraged. The absence of serious clashes betw’een the police 
and the public as compared with the opening weeks of the civil 
disobedience movement in 1930 w as marked. Arrests of prominent 
leaders which in 1930 often caused trouble w^ere effected with little 
or no excitement. It apiieurs in fact clear that the Congress had 
over-estimated the keenness of the country for a renewal of civil 
disobedience. Many people were tired of agitation and discord 
and were prepared to wait and see what results could be produced 
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by co-operatioii on the basis of the declared policy of His Majesty’s 
Government. Muslim opinion was on the whole pleased with the 
firm line adopted l)y the Government against the Congress although 
some uneasiness was produced by reason of the action taken in the 
North-West Frontier Province and the Kashmir trouble. Altogether 
there was a noticeable lack of enthusiasm in the towns and the 
Congress had had as yet no lime to stir up the rural areas. Never- 
theless the first flush of revival led to a few minor clashes with 
Dirtarbancei the police. Disturbances occurred at Allahabad on the 4th Janu- 
ary and at Benares on the 5th ; at Berliampur in the Madras Pre- 
sidency on the loth; at Jagaiinathpur in the United Provinces on 
the 16th ; at Latakhola in Bengal on the 2brd ; at Motihari in Bihar 
and Orissa and Siniaria in the United Jh’ovinces on the 26th; at 
Hashnabad in Bengal on the 13th February ; at Tarapur in Bihar 
and Orissa on the 15th and at Sheohar in the same province on 
the 28th. In each case a large and unruly mob assembled for some 
such reason as sympathy with the arrest of Congressmen, or in 
connection with a Congress procession, or as in one instance with 
a view to reoccupy Congress premises seized by the Government, 
and as excitement rose attacked the police and on one occasion the 
district magistrate, usually with stones or brickbats. (Jn each 
occasion the police were compelled to open fire either in self- 
defence or to prevent grave disorder and members of the crowd 
were in some cases killed or wounded. 

Civil di»- The vigour and intensity of the action taken by the Government 

acSviiie*— Congress by surprise and they were never able to regain 

picketing. the ground thus lost. They effected some temporary recovery 
however and the latter half of January saw a definite increase in 
activity. The three main features of the opening stages of the 
campaign were picketing, the observance of particular “days” 
in celebration of some selected event, and the boycott of British 
goods and institutions. Picketing was the most common form of 
open activity and was concerned mostly with cloth shops in 
the towns. It accounted for many arrests in the early days and 
on the whole was free from violence. The observance of parti- 
cular “days” was designed to excite or maintain public interest 
and to provoke clashes with the police and so arouse feeling against 
the Government. In January and February the rnost important 
were Independence Day, Frontier Day and Gandhi Day. Gene- 
rally spealdng however these demonstrations were poorly attended, 
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aroused litile excitcuiHuil and rarely provoked tlie de^ir(‘d clash witli 
t}i(* police. Idle con1ra^i l)e1w(‘eii llieir success in lOdO and Iheir 
f^>nij>ai‘ali\ t‘ i'ailure in was niaiked. 

Tli(‘ niosl succ(*ssful acii\il\ ol llic ('onart^^s was luidoul.ledlv ■n-c boycott, 
the iion-iM il 1 1 a n1 lioycoll. It al1ain(‘d considci ahh* ^ucc(‘ss a^ 
diifM-ied auain-t Hrilisji ^-ood^ hul liltic a•^ a<.rainsl Inst il ui ions. 

Tile lioycoll of Hrili^li j^’ood.s was lia-'cd larjj<‘h on M'linnnuii, 
and \\liil<‘ tin'i’' was '«nni<* evidence cd' c(H‘rcion exerci'^ed {liioii;j]i 
ti,e niediuni ot social jU'e^-nre, llieri* wa^ h's*. i n 1 i ni )da1 ion and 
nnae ^eciel jieisuasKtn ihaii in I*)-)?). In ]{omlia\ cil\ wlieie tlie 

l".vcMi( V, jv, most sucM*s^^ •ll simtimenl was no <loul)l reinloiceii 
1.^ O-e iimi* maitoial la<‘to, oj s(d l-inl (Uesl . ( luKide Jhnnliav city 

siicrt-ss \a’ie(} tioni pioxince 1«> jiroxiina*, altlioueli llu* jneci^c 
dneci t‘fteci'> of (\»nn!“ss aeti\il\ \\oi(‘ diHicult 1<» aj)pT‘ais(' heiau^e 
'U fin* presen* e of oi’io] hniois. sie‘1| a" Ihc p-eiieral iradt' dpiie-- 
"■on ,,’ 1(1 i |, (• > ra sod dap.i’ies,' ( om pel 1 1 ion . Tl ’cmaniot] tlie (d'O’l 
a-* w dl a'' llio Mio^'i 'iio'cs ill* h'ati'ie oi 1]|«‘ (dinoies. p: oja a innic, 

in addit'on to lliesi' ih]< • maoi lines oi ,e1'vil\' tiieie w <*r(‘ Other activh 
t.i'Ual atte’ajits to \ iIm' s-di laws m llomdav. istdai*'*] i list an<*es 
tlic !>•( ‘Mdi ( 1 foti'-^l 1 iws. , n<! som'‘ local 1, 11% no-l.i\ * ain- 
i'l'LI'ii". I'oit 1 'm‘s(‘ .leii'iln's Wi'ie a a 1 1 -1 : ea I'l ed . ainl tlie K’stiietinl 

eli'H'a'U'r Ol llic r(’\i\('d canij>aiL!'i ^^.ls fi’rllMo ompliasi /.mI i»\ tin* 

■ ' ' iipa 1 a ! ! \ e alis'MKi’ (d aiiitaiio'i m nnal auais of i (’sin iiai nnis ot 
< o ".'cMi UK'H I oflicials a’l'l of so«'ial l>o\eo|l <d ( » o\ (»t p nnni 1 sej\.in1- 
I In' *'onipat a 1 1 \ (d\ small nunil)“» of studetijs m i|k» (*onn‘ress rank-^ 

Was ,i]so nolie(*a1de, Apai’f li«»W(‘\(‘i’ lioni |]m‘ (lisliuation oi 

( -mni'ess jdai's caiisial tin' ( iovi'iainn'ii i *s initial a‘-tion, ilit' hn k 

o1 lespopse tiom s1ud‘'nis and tlie an-r len )t n I'al e];ms ^s was in sttim* 

den-ree due to lln*ir oustomaM pn (trenpalion with, ri'spect n id v. 

examinations and eulii\ation up !(» Ajuil tn ^fav. Xow1n*i(‘ w as The Bombay 

the <*(mtiast l)(‘tween |!).‘!{) and as ri'o-ards tin- di'inonsi rat i\ e 

side of the nio\-enienl nion' inarin'd than in lln^ ^h>nlh.l^ Piesidenev 

III llioH Ihunliay e!l\ was {he vstonii-eeii ( rt' and lai'L'e art'as of tlie 

pf o\ itioe st ron^diolds oi t li • niovt'im'ni . Tin' salt canipainm iea<hed 

n’eal intensity in a nnniher of ])lae(‘s: tin'ia' wt'K' many scrioiis 

chislu's uilli the authorities and lain(' eiowds had freipn'nlly to he 

dispeist'd in IhunhaN eil\: and in (itijeral wln'rt' whole district- 

0]ienly supported the inovt'uient tin' no-ta\ eampaiiin assumed 

serious proportions, lu Ul-VJ on the other hand the maintenance 

ol law and oi(h*r was not serionsT thrc'atem^d and no diflicully Ava.- 
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found ill dealing with demonstrations. In the districts activity 
was comparatively slight and the response from Gnjerat very small. 
Congress had (dearly lost their hold, the result of the prompt and 
vigoioiis aetlon hy which the local Government secured the initia- 
tive. 

The partial recovery achieved hy Congress later in January 
lasled until ahont tlie middle of I'ehrnary from which point the 
movement patently began to wane. Figures of convictions clearly 
mirror the course of the nio\enient. The iotal nuinlxu- of c()nvi(^- 
tion^ under the ordinary Ioav and th(‘ or(]i!iance'> i?i con inaction with 
the civil disohedience niovenient (luring* the month of January 
wa.^ 11,S0d, in Fehrnary 1T.81«^ and in starch tl.OOl). From then 
onward^ there was v itli one sio-nificant cAception a ])rogTessive 
decline in IIk' monthly totaF. The comparatively high fignires of 
convi(‘ti()n in .lanntnv tind Fehrnary did not i‘(‘flt‘c1, as th(‘v niiglit 
at ^ight sugo'cst. a -•iicces^fnl oullmrsi of ci\il disolxaliem e, 

hut wej‘c due to i]j(* fact that th(* policy jxloptfxl hy Government 
differed from thal ])nrsiHxl in Ih-'O. Tn lf)df^ ihc f to\ ('rnnumt *s 
initial action was restricted and the moA^eiiient htid gained ji])pre- 
oiahle moimMilum hefore action was taken against the rank and 
fih' or even tigainst some of the lesser leaders: in lO-d? on the other 
hand com])rehensi ve action \Nas takfm at the outset. Bv the end of 
March the Government’s as(‘endenf'y had hecome ]dain. The low 
ehh to which the movement had fallen was vshown hy the failure 
of Xational Week staged hy the Congress from the Tdli jo 
the Idtli April. Its main feature was the boycott of foreign goods, 
es])ecially Brilish, hut demonstrations of various kiiids were also 
included. The ])rogramme however aroused little public interest 
and no enthusiasm except in verv few towns. One serious clash 
with the police occurred at Allahabad on the 8th April and appears 
to have heen due to an organized attempt to ])rovoke disorder. 
Stones were thrown at the ])olice and it was necessary to open fire 
in order to bring the situation under control, two persons being 
killed and 88 injured. The Congress then announced their inten- 
tion to hold their annual session at Delhi about the 28rd April. 
Government ])romptly forbade the project and in the event this also 
was a failure. The o])en session consisted in the hui'rifxl collection 
in twos and threes of some 200 persons who managed to evade the 
vigilance of the polic e and passed unanimously ” five resolutions 
gabbled out hr one of their number. The procoedings liad lasted 
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less than five minutes when the police quietly arrested all the 
participants. More important than the farcical session itself was 
tlje excitement wliich tlie attempt to hold it created in Delhi 
especially on the date fixed for tlie session, itrul care liad to he 
exercised hy tin' local authoiitie^ to prevent disorderly conse- 
fj lienees. 

The decision of the froveriiment forbidding* the holding* of the 
annual Congress at Delhi, while ihe Congress as a body had not 
been declared an unlawful association, was criticised as illogical. 

The charge does not h(*ar examination. Government’s policy was 
directed against the civil disobedience movement. Congress liow- 
ever lias a large membershi]), and many of its members while sup- 
])orting* its general ])oliiical aims and activities were not in active 
sympathy with the revival of civil disobedienci*. Th(‘ declaration 
of Congress as an unlawful )) 0 (ly wmuld have made all its members 
liable to prosecution wlietliei* maintaining neutrality or not and 
would have been in excess of tlie aition required against civil 
disobedience pioper. When liowever it vias ])i*oposed, as at Delhi, 
that the Congress as a body should endorse the civil disobedience 
programme, tbe Government (‘onsistently with their policy had 
necessarily to intervene and ])revent it. 

These two projects, “ Xational Week and the Delhi 

session ", were obvionsly launched in the hope of reviving 

flagging interest and re-establishing the pr(‘Stige of the Congress, 
but their failure showed clearly enough that the methods of 
Congress had lost any semblance of general ajipeal. Thereafter 
there was a progressiv(‘ enfeeblement ot civil disobedimice 
activities, s(*a*rcely interrupted by occasional devices designed to 
rekindle enthusiasm such as ‘‘Postal Week”. This took place ‘‘Postal 
in May and had as its object the boycott of postal offices and 
the postal system generally, but was mainly characterized by 
the destruction of letters lying in post boxes hy the insertion of 
hurning matter or corrosive acid. The.se i^enseless acts of mischief 
aroused considerable indigiiutioii although the damage caused was 
not great. Congress it may be noted disclaimed responsibility for 
them. 

While on the whole the public acquiesced in the Government’s Constitu- 
firm policy against these subversive activities of the Congress, some position early 
feeling ot impatience as regards the constitutional future became 1^32. 
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mainfosi al)on( March. TI)is wa^ ])erlia])s most iu)1iceal)le ainoii^ 
ihe Masliin (‘oinniim ity, increasiii^-ly (‘xercised ])y ih(^ failure to 
reach a coiuiniiiial seltleineiit and si ill a])])r(‘hensi V(' of lh(‘ constitu- 
tional fiiluic. Alt hour’ll the j^ieat majority of ^fuvslims showed 
not t1)e lea^t inclination to side with (he ( ‘oucft^^s or to tak(' part iti 
th(‘ civil disohe(lienc(‘ uiostunent, there was on the other hand a (‘ei- 
nnn i(dnc(an('e openly to support the (fovernmeut so loii| 4 * as the 
• oust it nt ional ])osition itunained uncertain and tin' communal ])7‘o- 
Idem unsolved. These teidino's ol nncer(aint\ howevei weie 
steadied hy the announcement on lln^ Iftth March ol the i)iit*ntio? 
ot His M.ijesty's (io\(0‘nment to assume r<‘spon,si h i 1 ity tor a com- 
joiinal (hM'isioii in tht‘ ahsenc(‘ of any likelihood of an a^rcMonent 
aniony the ( ommmiiti(‘s thems(dvt‘s: and at a session oi the All-India 
Muslim ( ’on 1 (‘1 (Mi( e lield at lialnue <»n tlie ‘Jlst and ‘J‘Jnd March it 
was resoKed that coiisnho at ion ot tlo^ (juestion ot non-co-opcoat ion 
with th(‘ 11(0111(1 Table ( ’oni(‘rciice slaoild hf‘ po^tiioned until -lulx'. 1-. 
wIkoi it was hop(‘d tic* d(‘( ision of 11 1< Ma](‘siv's (Tovt'innnmt wotild 
have been ])nbl is}i(*<l . The communal s(*ntim(nl- lo whiih expic-- 
si(.n was j_»i\(‘n at this conb*ienc(‘ (‘\ok(‘d stnm^j pnoc-tN m tic' 
Hindu and Sikli pics^ and also at a numbi*! o\ pubic ni(*elin‘j‘s In*!-’ 
bv (hose comnniiiit )»*- , and <i-(‘m*]allv sjn-akinc ( out ? o\ ei sial (pic-- 
Hoiis w (M e to] a time c i \ (Ui i en(‘W ed jO om imuca*. t hi i lo* w hob* how - 
e\(‘r communal tmiscm was t henceloi t h t(‘mpcM‘d by snnie dis- 
’.crsilion a iiion^i- t he Icadei s t(» aw ait the Uiilish ( lo V('i cue n I 's det > - 
sion. allhou^h iis iidM*i(‘n1 danea‘;s w(*ie om «* a;iain to be displaytc!, 
Mvo months latei. b\ (In* a])])all in<^ ou(br(*ak in H('mba\ , 

A\b‘ niiisi now int(*nupt the ( hion(d(»e-c al stMiuenet* ol oui' mo- 
I at I \ e by soim* ac( ount (d the I)(*llii session of ijie I a*^ isla I ui e. Tifc 
\ iceroy's address on tin* ‘Jd(Ii danuais' was nolable for tlo 

tenew(*(l (*xpr(*ssion of the (to\ ernmeiit 's (h*t(*inii nal ion to deal un- 
fa lt(‘ri n^-ly with eivll (lisob(‘(l i(*ncc. TTavIne- describ(‘d tic* actixities 
ol tlie foiieicss (Inline- the (•un(‘ney ot tin* I)(*]Iii s(‘ttb*ment. ])art’- 
eiilarly in (be Xor( li -ATesi l'h-f)n(i(‘r lb-ovine(* and tin* Tniled 
]b‘()vin('f‘s. His h]x( elb*io-v w'(‘nt (Ui lo say, “ noin* tin* b'ss, 1 and m\' 
(b)vernnn*nt del ib(‘ia1 ely foiebore Irom takiny tin* action wliieh in 
other eii'eiimsltinces th(*se ])r(*])arat ions would ( h'arly ba\“ deniand(‘d 
So lone- as lhej'(* was anv hope ol a( lil(*vine' (he (‘ondilioiis whieli tlie 
Delhi settl(*m(‘nt was inl(*ii(l(*d to s(‘eur(*, wa* continned to incur risks 
which could he justified hy no other considc^rtit ion d'heia* ha,d 
fieeii no lack ot e-oodwdll on his ])art oi' tliat of his (iov(*rnment ; he 
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was “conscious of no deviation by myself or by my Government 
from the path of conciliation, until the Congress had themselves 
wantonly and deliberately torn up the path . . . No Government 
worth the name could hesitate to accept the challenge. Failure to 
do so would indeed make all government in this country impossible 
. . . There can be no compromise in this matter. I and my Gov- 
ernment are determined to use to the full the resources of the State 
in fighting and defeating a movement, which would otherwise 
remain a perpetual menace to orderly government and individual 
liberty”. The Viceroy then turned to the other side of the Gov- 
ernment’s policy, pointing out that in pursuance of the constitu- 
tional progrjimme outlined in the Prime Minister’s declaration of 
the Ist December, three committees of eiujuiry were then on their 
way to India. His Excellency aPo referred to the labours of the 
retrenchment committees and claimed that “there can hardly be 
any case where the executive govei'OTnent has put itself more fully 
in the hands of the legislature in considering practical measures 
such as are involved in retrenchment, or has given fuller effect to 
the recommendations of the j)opnlar represeiitatives”. The 
decision to keep the rupee linked to sterling had. His Excellency 
maintained, worked to the benefit of India. The floating debt had 
been reduced, the £15 millions loan had been ])aid, the bank rate 
had been reduced to a more normal figure, and there had been a 
marked improvement in India’s credit, per cent, sterling 
securities having risen from 43 J in Se])tember to 551. Further, the 
export of gold, which had bv that time amounted to Rs. 40 crores, 
from India’s vast gold resources had been definitely and decisively 
to India’s advantage. 

The principal work of the session was of course the budget for The Budget 
1932-33. This however was devoid of much of its usual interest 
because the taxation proposals for the year had been included in the 
emergency budget introduced in the previous September. In intro- 
ducing the budget the Finance Member pointed out that while gene- 
rally speaking the monsoon was favourable and India had enjoyed 
a normal agricultural year, exports and imports had fallen in value 
to roughly one-half of what they were two years before — staggering 
evidence of the low level of prices throughout the world. 
Nevertheless India’s favourable trade balance had lurther 
improved, and therein lay the significance of the export of 
gold. From the budgetary point of view^ the position had 
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deteriorated since September, for on the basis of actual returns 
since then revenue prospects had fallen by about K-s. 8 crores for 
each year, increasing the deficit for 1981-32 to Rs. 13*66 crores and 
reducing the surplus for 1932-33 to Rs. 2 15 crores. The Finance 
Member pointed out however that as in those two years Government 
were providing Rs. 13*7 crores from revenue for reduction or avoid- 
ance of debt, recurrent receipts for the two years would exceed re- 
current expenditure by Rs. 2*2 crores. In the Finance Member’s 
own words, “if this result is achieved over two years of unexampled 
depression when practically every Government in the world is having 
to show very heavy deficits, we may 1 tliink justifiably regard the 
Indian financial position as comparatively sound”. Sir George 
Schuster concluded his speech on a note of confidence. “We have 
in the past year ridden a storm which might well have wrecked us, 
but we have emerged from it stronger than before. We have over- 
hauled our expenditure and rediu^ed this to a level which should 
leave us a margin of revenue when any economic recovery begins, 
and at least substantially ease tlie financial problems at the start of 

the new constitution If we look round the world in the 

present times of difficulty we may fairly ( laim that there is no coun- 
try whose intrinsic financial position is sounder, or whose ultimate 
prospect of economic advance in the future is more bright”. 

In the Assemhly oyiportunity was iaken during the general dis- 
cussion to complain of the incidence of taxation and of what was 
condemned as the Government’s undue complacence ; the Govern- 
ment were w^arned that they would not realize their estimates. But 
discussion was in the main confined to expenditure, which it was 
urged had not been adequately curtailed. The Finance Member was 
however able to point out that of the total economies of Rs. 4,99 
lakhs recommended by the Retrenchment Committee the Govern- 
ment had actually t'ffected reductions to the extent of Rs. 4,33 lakhs. 
A number of economy cuts were yiroposed with a view to enforcing 
the proposals of the various retrenchment committees in their 
entirety but they were all either withdrawn or rejected. Certain 
general issues were raised by means of token cuts of which the most 
important were that urging the more rapid Indianization of the 
army and another recommending that British India should be given 
responsibility at the Centre yiending the completion of the federal 
constitution. Sir George Rainy, the Beador of the House, promised 
to forward a report of this debate to His Majesty’s Government, 
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The Railway hudprot showed still further deterioration resulting The Railway 
from the depression in trade, the ]>osition at the end ot the year 
being an estimated iotal deficit of T{'>. Ib47 lakhs including 
Rs. LM)‘) lakhs on aceouni of strategic lines. The deficit was again 
met by a temporaiy loan from the depreciation fund. Criticism 
took the line that there should be no increase in freights and fares, 
no redu(‘tions in pay or establishment, and that i etrencliment had 
not gone far enough — div(‘rgent points of view which tlie railway 
admin i.strat ion might find difficult to reconcile in practice. 

Political criticism of the Government's policy against civil dis- Assembly 
obcdienc(\ compendiously descri])ed as I'ule ]»y ordinance ’’. civil ^s-* 
voiced ill llie Assembly during the debate on r solution moved obedience, 
by Sir Tlai’i Sinc’h Gour, th(‘ leader of the 7s at loual ist Party, on the 
1st Peliruary. Tin’s i*csolution was described by Sir Tames Crerar, 
llie Home ^lember, as a miriouslv dovetailed jiicce of mosaic; for it 
dejilored the arrests of ^fr. Gandhi, Mr. Sen Gu])ta and Khan Abdul 
Gliaflar Klian ; disapjiroved of (he fact that the vai iof's oidiriances 
had been p]‘omulgat(‘d immediately after the (‘onclusion of the last 
fitting of the TiCgislative Assembly and oi the manniu in which they 
were hoing worked; condemned aids of terrorism and violence, no- 
Tent campaigns and similar activities; Tceommendc'd that emeigeney 
bills in '^nbst it ut ioTi of tin* ()rdin«ances b(‘ laid befoK' ihe As^(Mnbly : 

Jind inii-ed tliat a committee electf^d by non-official member'^ of llie 
Assembly be j)])])ointed to eiujuire into tlie atrocitit'^- K'ported to have 
b(*en eommittt‘d in the Xortli-West Frontier Pi’ovinee. Priticisni of 
the Goveiinnent’s policy during the course of tlie debate was to the 
effect that the poAvers conferred hv the oi'dinances Aveie drastic; that 
they Aveie not being used with moderation, instances ot their alleged 
abuse and of ])olice excesses being given ; that any extraordinary 
measures found necessary by the Government should lie laid before 
the Assembly in the form of a hill; and g^merally that what the 
country needed Avas not I’oprossion ” hut expedition in eonstitu- 
fional refoTun. The Govei'ninent explained through the medium of 
Sir Tames Ci’erar and Sir George Rainy that they could not have 
asked the Assembly for po Avers in the previous session in anticipation 
of the emergency arisinjr late in Heeemher, that that emergency 
demanded immediate action Avhile recourse to the Assembly meant 
delav. that the exti'ani'dinarA" ])OAvei’s taken Avonld be directed solely 
against Congress activities and were essential if the fmees of dis- 
order Avere to he cheeked, and that while these powers were being 
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used Avitli (•oiis])i(‘iH>iis inoderai ion, local (loverniuents would euquire 
into any s])ecifi(“ all('^*atious of llieir abuse. The resoluiioii was 
deiealed hy (i‘J ^otes io 44. 

The iiilecesl of fli(‘ Assembly iii tlu* jxddieal situation was fuiiher 
shown by t(Ui adjournment motions tabled dui’in^* the session. Of 
t]ie nnhions tliat w(‘i'(' actually moved, one was covei‘(‘d by tlie 
le^olntion ju'^l describcnl ; anoOier drew attention to tin' (lovein- 
nien I's ])ol ie\ (d e\j)edlt i no- (‘( minI 1 1 ut lona! i-elorms w bile Mi. (landlii 
wa' III jail: a third dealt with the alb'^-ed malt r(‘at nuuit o1 wonum 
jioliToal ifiiNoiieiv and th(‘ i<‘maininy»- Iavo with alb'eed (‘xcesses on 
t h.' ]).ii 1 ol 1 he |)oli(‘e in l)(‘l hi. 

Ib'b'renei^ ha^ alieady been made to tin* other >i(b‘ of tin' (ffiverii- 
oieMi^ «!ual I'liln-v. that ol (‘Xpeditiny eoiisl 1 1 ut loiial n'Foini. 
we have soeii. eitijdia^is had bt‘en laid (Oi tlii-' ^h•'^^del a t nm by tin* 
.\'"'eiiildy and "Oiiie i in j>a t leiiee had been ^hown not on1v b\ MnslmiN 
iiiH lo’ othe! 'd tin* j)ol II !rall\ -minded. .\<’lnall\. ‘at*a(lv 

jOM.-')e«>'> had been made Nun^* .laiiiiaiy in joimnanee rd tin* Ibdnie 
M!!l''1er'> deelaiiilion (d‘ tin* Ut l)e(emb<*r I bd, ) . Tin* thiee ei'imti- 
tiiTi-'iiil eomi dtt(M‘-> aiiivi'd in India at the end of danuaiy and 
th!'‘'\\ tln'iO'.eUe^ w jiob'-liea i ! ^d 1 v into tlieii wmk. examininti’ id- 
• ‘in ( a ml e>i a Id i ^h i n tomb with all '^♦*(•1 !on> of o|h n ion . I he (hoi- 
‘'vdv.t i \ e Oommitiee, de'^iiined a^ a woi kine i ommitti'e oi i lie Kouinl 
dabje (’onieieine 1<> liuiiiitaiii nndei tin* (diaii maimh i|> o! tin* \"iee- 
lo\ . coiitaet lie1\\e(‘n tin* lliilmh tioxernment and the i epi O'Neil t at i ve*. 
<*t India, bt*ea!i iNsittine-, m I'd'bt iia I'V . .\c(‘ej)tane(* <d' invitation^ 
to -erve on the ( omm i I tee', ind ieat -d tir-'t ! \ . a ^»a‘m‘i a-l lad lei that the 
( TOV(*rn nient weie '^iiiceia* in lln*ir intention to ^j»eed nq the reform", 
and. "Ol ondl\ , a fi'eliao tinil tine qio^ie^', lav in i o-operat ion and 
not III < ivil d m<d led i(*tn <*. I>v the ndnblle of the \’('ai it warn qoNsilde 
foT ( I ove» II men 1 to point to teal pronn e',', i n the coii^t 1 1 u t lona 1 splu'l e. 
Ill .^^af<h, a^ h.m alreadv been mentioned, lli> Majesty's (loxa*!))- 
mei.t had accepted i esp»)iisi bil it \ loi a <-ommnnaI defision. laailx 
it/ Aptil tin* Oliambc'i oi Ti im es had passfnl a ri'soliition in ^^’eneral 
teini" in la\our (d iedeiation. tin the Tth May the leport of tin* 
Td'tl(*ial I'inancf* Oommiltet* was peddi.shed, a rt'poi I which took one 
"tep iurther tin* impoitant and diliieult work beji*un by the I'htianee 
Sub-( 'onimitt(‘e of tin' hVilertil Strut tuT*e (’ommittet*. Tin* 'bd June 
>:iv: tin* publication of the jepoi t of tin* franchise (dmmiittee, its 
jiroposals providino- |oi- an inci(*as(* in tin* tofal nutuber of voters in 
the provincial eb'ctorates from 7 millions to over 4b millions, or 
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nearly 80 per (‘ent of tlie total adult population, and for the due 
representation of all clashes and soetions of the community. The 
re])ort of the Indian States inquiry Committee, wliich examined in 
connection with federal finance specific financial problems associated 
witli various Stales, was ])uhlishod in July. Furthermore, in April 
the reformed conslitution conferrinn' the slaius of a (jovernor’s pro- 
vince under the ])resen< (iov(*rnment of India Acl had been inaugur- 
ated in the IS'ortli-AYost I'rontier Province, ilie Viceroy oponinp: the 
new le^islalive council on I he 201 h April with an address fhat made 
a deep impressioji on lliose present. This important reform repre- 
sented a marked advance upon Ihe reeommendations of the Statutory 
rommission, aud Ihe decision of Tlis ^lajesty^s Government to 
salisfy ihe poliiical asjiiraiions of ihe province at ihe expense of 
a risk whicdi they well appreciaied was in iiself a (dear indication 
of the liberal nature of tboir Indian policy. Tlic report of 
the (‘ommittce a})])ointed by tlie Government of India to enquire 
into the iraplicaiions of a. se])araied Orissa was published in May 
and tlie report of Ibe Sind conference in July. This conference 
was (‘onvened in ])ursnance of tbe Prime Ministe’‘\s declaration of 
the 1st Idecemher 1981 wiih a view to overcoming tlie difficulties 
disclosed by the report of ihe Sind Financial Enquirv Committee 
of 1981. 

The achievements just summarised were facts and not promises 
and were not without their cumulative weight in emphasizing on 
the public mind ilie vast amount of work that liad still to he done 
and the sim^ere intention of the Government to see that it was done 
as rapidly as possible. 

It lias already been explained bow civil disobedience activities 
declined from March. Xnmerous attempts continued to be made to 
revive and extend the movement and to keep tbe Congress before the 
public eye. A fairly general feature that emerg^ed about June but 
one most marked in ibe United Provinces was tbe organization of 
so-called district political conferences. Many of these projects were 
abortive, as in the case of the annual session of the Congress at Delhi 
in A])ril, and in nearly all cases the crowd which attended the meet- 
ings was small and was dispersed without difficulty. But instances 
were not wanting of the manner in which political agitation of this 
nature leads to excitemeui and thence to a breach of tlie ])uhlic 
peace. Two such political conferenc'es in Bengal led to clashes with 
INDIA C 
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the police, one at Telia tta in June and the other at Masuria early 
in July, when unruly and aggressive mobs were dispersed only after 
the police had resorted to firing. Two other disturbances occurred 
at this time, necessitating dispersal by the police; ibe firs! at TTina- 
rau in the United Provinces on the 5th July when a revenue officer 
attaching property for arreaiwS of lent was attacked by a crowd, and 
the second at Danton in Bengal on the P^th July when a turbulent 
mob defied a jiroliibitory order under section 144 of the (hiniinal 
Procedure C-odc. Tn add i< ion to political confcTtuices oilier a(4i- 
vities during ihis period were the mischievous deslruclion of the 
contents of lettei* boxes, begun a*s we have seen in Postal Week 
in May. In the United Provinci^s n]) to June no less than 1()() 
such attem])ts were made. In addition telegraph uires wm’e 
cut in 58 plac'es and eight atteni])ts made to s(‘t fire to railway 
carriages. Another ])ranlv designed to attract [uihlic attention 
was to sto]) a train hy juilling the communication cord, where- 
upon a hand of youths or children emerged shouting Congress- 
slogans and distributing Congress liand-bills. Althougli these 
childishly mischievous activities illustrated the banki’iiptcy of 
organized agitation, it was clear that the will to promote 
struggle wa*s still strong and that the Covcrnnient could not 
afford either to abandon tbe special powers they bad taken early in 
January or to relax tlieir vigilance. Public opinion had been 
impressed by the firm jiolicy of tlie (xovernnient and disapproval of 
the Congress ])rc)graTnme had been vshown by a number of loyalist 
meetings lield all ovei* tbe country from time to time and organized 
by non-official agency; but concerted revival of civil disobcdipnc(‘ on 
a large s('ale such as might have followed any modification of the 
Government’s policy could clearly not be risked. The (Toverniucnt 
therefoie decided to renew the s])ecial ])owers taken in January and 
a consolidated ordinance called the S])ecial Poweis Ordinance was 
promulgated on the 8()th June embodying most of the ])owers con- 
tained in the four ordinances tliat it icplaced. 

In view of the criticism of “ rule by ordinance ” vso often 
voiced and of the dislike of ordinan(*es that undonhtedly prevails 
among many educated persons and especially those connected with 
the legal profession, it is perhaps desirable to examine the actual 
application of tbe special powers conferred by the ordinance and the 
precise degree to which they were employed. In the first place the 
consolidated oidinance contained no additional power, whilst cer- 
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tain wide powers which appeared in the Emergency Powers Ordin- 
ance of the 4th January were abandoned. These were the powois to 
control the supjjly of commodiiies of general use, to take possession 
of moveables, to employ additional police and to (ontrol public 
utility sei'vices. In addition certain other ])o\\ejs the scope of 
which experience Lad shown to be unnecessarily m ide were modified. 
Secondly, th(' po^^ ers conleired by tht^ oKlinance were not brought 
into lor(*e throughout the whole oJ Hi it is li India. Certain jxnvers 
having all-Jndia iorce luolej* the existing oi-dinances w eie biought 
into for(ie tliroughont British India at onc(^ These weie lew’ in 
number, tin* nif^st impcntant lieing the pro\i''io]i amending the Ibess 
Act so as to jiciniit action against incitement to oi eiicouragement 
or support of tlu^ ' ivil d isol)edienct‘ movtuneiit. Heyond these gene- 
ral jiow’ers, any particular j)()wer conieired hy the oidinance leqiiired 
two distinct steeps Ixdorc' it could actually be brought into loi‘ce in 
any particubu- aiea. The lirst step was extension by the (lovein- 
rnent of India: the sc'cond, actual a]>])l i(‘at ion b\ a local (tovcu'ii- 
DDent. Thus, althoiigli a ceitain power nnghi be t'xttmded by the 
tTovtuimien t of India to aji\ pj-o\iiic(» oi [)art ol a pu)\iiMe, it would 
md couK' into force imtil the Io<*al (rovcuument i^'«iued a notification 
to t liat ei'tcM t. I’uither, the local (iovernnient w ould not ji(*c(^^sai'ily 
a]>ply it ihiougliout tlie jjiovince, (weii though it might have' been 
oxtemded to the whole ol the ]>i*o\ince by the (government of India. 
It co\ild a])ply it to sUch aieas within tlie [irovince as it thought 
necessary, and tin’s in fa-ct was the pcdicy pui'sued by local (iovein- 
ineiits. In this manner the ojieration ot the Special Powers i >rdin- 
aiice was ( (msideral)ly restricted as eom])ared with that of the four 
ordinances which it. leplac’ed. Soim» local (iovermnents were able 
not only to nariow' the aiea within which eiutain ])OW’ers w’ould 
a])ply hut also to do without penvers tliey had Pcuuierly possessed. 

This ap]n eeia-l ion may be illu'^t rated by particular examples. 
Xo ])ortiou of the ordinaiiee (except the provisions of all-India 
ap])lieatiou) was applied to d districts lu the Xortli-West Eroutier 
Piovince Che ])]ovinee has only b districts), IT districts in tlic 
Punjab, 2b in the TTnited Ibovinces, 11 in Hengal, 10 in the Central 
Provim*es and G in Assam. These areas w’eiH‘ thus entirely free 
from the ordinance. Secondly, the w’hole of itadras, Assam and 
the Central Provinces wtuv without the powers eorresponding to 
the Emergency Powers (trdiiianeo. Thirdly, the powers correspond- 
ing to the T^nlawfnl Instigat ic>ii Ordinance ])roviding against 
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a no-tax campaign were very limited in actual ajjplication, being 
in fact restricted to 21 diwstricts of the United Provinces and 
1 district of tlie Bombay l^residency. Foiirtlily, many local 
Governments were able to abandon certain powers or to divspeiise 
with tlieir operation in particular districts where they luid been 
in force up to the end of June. The Gentral .Provinces for 
example did not rc-aj>ply the ])owers corresponding to the Preven- 
tion of Molestation and Boycotting OrdiTiance (sometimes called the 
picketing ordinance ”) and the Unlawful Association Ordinance 
in a number of districts. Madras dispensed nith the jjoweis of 
the Unlawful Instigation Ordinance, previously in force in tliree 
districts; Bombay did not apj)]y tlie ])owers of the ^Molestation and 
Boycotting Ordinance in twenty districts : Btmgal dispensed w^ith 
all their ]>revions ])ower> in ten distiicts; tlo* United ProAunces in 
twenty-six districts and the Punjab in seventeen districts; Biliar 
and Orissa abandoned certain ])owers in five dislricds. The ])OAver& 
relating to molestation and boycott ing wcr(‘ withdrawn by Assam 
in six districts, and by the North-West Frontier Province from 
the wliole of the province except the Peshawar district. 

Tlie accusation of ‘‘ rule by ordinanc(‘ ’’ therefore clearly does 
not do justice to tlie facts. Tlie idiarge can he lurther refuted hy 
an exaan illation of the actual figures of conviction. It Avill he con- 
venient in dealing Avitli the niattm- to give the figures up to the 
end of J9d2 and also to reproduce in the lolloping talile the figures 
already given up to March. The iollowing aie the total ef)nvietions 
under the ordimny law and tin* ordinances in eonneelion witli the 
civil disoliedicuice inovenient : — 


Jaiin arv 
Fel>ruar\' 

M arcli 

Ai>ril 

May 

,1 line 

July 

August 

September 

October 

Novoiul»er 

December 


Totvl 


1 1,803 
17,818 

G,noo 

o.2.j4 

3,818 

3,031 

3,505 

3,047 

2,791 

1,937 

1,898 

1,545 


66,946 
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These figures do not of course show the number of persons under- 
going imprisonment at any one time. Many were sentenced only 
to short terms of imprisonment and releases soon began to mak** 
themselves felt. The peak was reached in April, wlien the number 
of persons actually in jail was 32,458. Thereafter the number pro- 
gressively declined until at the end of the year the total nuinlxT of 
civil disobedience prisoners was only 14,919. Of those set at 
liberty, 0,704 (roughly 19 ])er cent of the total number convieted) 
were released on apology. Of the total number of conviction'^ 
throughout the year (00,9401, the number of convudions under tlie 
ordinances was 18,131 or little more* than one-fourth; the remainder 
were under the ordinary law. Tlie ])()pula,tion of British India 
according to tln^ 1931 census was 271 millions. Thus thr{)Ughont 
the whole year roughly one person in 4,000 or *025 per ctmt of tln^ 
population was convicted iti coniiection uiUi the (‘ivil disobedience 
movement, and one person in 15,000 or -OGG per (‘cnt of the popula- 
tion was convicted under the ordinances. It may safely b(‘ said 
in fact that the ordinances have not touched the daily life of the 
mass of the people at all, and that in the great majority of villages 
they have had no practical eft'ect whatever. 

Mention has been made of doubts and suspicions among the Question of 
more moderate political elements in the country regarding the 
const iliitional programme. These were ])reeipitated into concrett* Round Table 
expression hy the announcement of the Secretary of State in the 
House of Commons on the 27th June to the eil'ect that it was 
intended not to hold further meetings of the Bound Tulde Confer- 
ence, but to appoint a joint select committee of Parliament to 
consider in consultation with representatives of Indian opinion con- 
crete constitutional pro])osals befor** a bill was actually introduced. 

It was thought that fo.'mal sessions of a large body like Ibe Bound 
Table Conference tond(‘d to delay matters and tbe sole purpose of 
the revised procedure was expedition. The proposal was however 
viewed with grave suspicion and was strongly attacked by a number 
of Hindu Liberals who withdrew their co-operation from the 
CoiLsultati ve Committee. Their main objection was that hitherto 
Indian delegates had met British statesmen in conference on equal 
terms, the idea being to reach mutual agreement on which tlie 
proposals to be laid before Parliament would be based. They feared 
that consultation as now proposed would not confer the same status 
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they had enjoyed at the Round Table Conferenre or permit tb(‘in 
to exercise llie same influence. The fuller explanation ot the pro- 
posed procedure given by the Secietary of State failed to allay 
sus])icioiis and on the 9th August a innnber of Liberal leaders, 
in(‘liuling tlie Right lion. Srinh^asa Sastri, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru 
and ^Ir. M. R. Tayakar, published a inanitesto formally announc- 
ing tlieir decision to withhold co-operation unless the Round Table 
(k inference method was restored. 

Within a f(MV days however the sincerity of the intimiioii^ of 
Ilis ]\Jajesty’s (lovcrnment wa.^ demonstrated 1)V anotlu*! i^reat 
step foi’waid in tlie const itut ional field. On the ITth August was 
j)nl)lisli(‘d tlie h>Jig-<‘xpect(‘d communal deci^iion — an a7inounc< ment 
whi(di aroused almost un])recedented intcu'csi and (‘iijoyed a mono- 
])nly of news])a])er liead-lines b»r several days. Before describing 
Its ])i‘oA isions we mu>t re^ert to tlie (jiu^stion of communal teeling. 
Tliat it ]’emainc‘d t(ujse and only too susce])t ible of ii‘i’itation was 
The Bombay s]n)\vn ])y tlie violent cominunal outb7(‘nk in Bombay on the ] ]th 

nets. May. The storm raged until the end of the monil! wlum the total 

number of ea'>ualti(*s reached the appalling figun's ol Kib killed 
and 1,990 injui’ed. As is oftem tin' case tin* cause ot the ontbi’oak 

was trivial; some Muslim youths collecting' subscrijitions for the 

(oming Mulnu'i'am lestivities were refused liy certain TUndiis wliere- 
npon the former are said to have behaved ludely and to have 
lieen beaten by the ^ervants of those whom tlu'V had in-nlled. 
.\ngTY crowds of Muslims at oiu'c gatheu'd and wm'e met hy a 
^lioAver of snda-water liottle.s. Lommnntd relations in Bombay bad 
been straim'd ior some time and were not improved by tlie interfer- 
enee of (Vmgr(‘ss volunteers Avith iMnbammadan traders, one of 
Avhom bad been ])laeed on flu* boycott list. Tlu' apjooaeb of 
Muliarram exacerbated feelings on both sides and almost any cause 
would have sufficed fo j)Teei])itate a eonflief. The riots were marked 
])v individual stabbings, stone-thrown’ ng, looting a-nd ar>ou, and 
attacks on icnnples and mosques. Troops and armed jiolicc I'ein- 
torceimmts were rushed in. On the loth May an ord(‘r was issued 
jirohibiting the carrying of sticks, knives and other lethal weajxms, 
and two days later a eurfew' order was passed. Riots on a large 
scale wnue re])laced tow'ards the (uid of the month l)y sudden and 
isolated attacks on individuals, the aggressor at once taking* to his 
heels; and to deal wnth this kind of assault it was necessary to 
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orgauize a number ot motor patrols. Early in June the situation 
was brought under eoiitrol, the military were withdrawn by the 
13th and the curfew order was allowed to lapse on the 16th. Un- 
fortunately there was a leerudescence of trouble on the 27th and 
although quiet was restored again by the 5th July, feeling between 
the two communities remained strained for some time and constant 
vigilance on the* part of the authorities was imperative. Tlie 
casualties in this second outbreak numbered 42 killed and 755 
injured, bringing tlie total figures fiom the 14th May to 211 killed 
and ov(‘r 2J)0t) injured. 

(Vunmunal outbreaks such as that just described and those at 
Cawnpore in March 11131 and in Kashmir during 1632 (although 
the last named is an Indian State the distuiKances there were 
sjunptumatic of and reacted upon the state of feeling in Britisli 
India) showed how imj)oitant it wa-s to produce if possible an 
agreement Avhich would be capable of acceptance by all parties. 
AH atteni[)ts at direch setthmient between the communities them- 
selvt's having failed, Jli^ Majesty''^ (Tovernment , in response to 
repeated a])peals from rej)resentati ve Indians and with the approval 
of the Britisli Parliament, undertook the ditticult task ot attempting 
to remove tlii.s great olistacb^ from the path of constitutional pro- 
gress. Ills Maj(‘sty's (jovernment did not attempt to decide all 
the minor ])oints at issue between the various communities nor 
did they confine tliems(‘lves to a settlement of the dispute between 
the two major communities. The decision wa^s restricted to tlie 
representation of various communities and interests in the pro- 
vincial legidat tires (excluding Burma), but within that sphere it 
was complete. It was also made clear that while His ^lajesty's 
(TOvernment had undertaken this task in the interests of consti- 
tutional jirogress they would be prepared at any time before a 
new Government of India Act had jiassed into law, to recomnnmd 
to Parliament the substitution for their decision of any agreed 
solution reached by the communities concerned. The terms of the 
decision weie roughly as follows. In those provinces where Hindus 
form a majority ihe population and will have a clear majority 
of seats in the provincial councils (that is, in all ])rovin('es (‘X(*ept 
the Punjab, Bengal and the Xorth-West Frontier Province) the 
Muslims leceive, as in tlie past seats in excess of their population 
ratio. The problem in Bengal and the Punjab, the two important 
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Muslim provinces, differs somewhat. In Bengal the Muslims form 
about 55 per cent of the total population and the Hindus 43 per 
cent, but there is also the European community whicfi, though 
comparatively small in number, has very great commercial and 
industrial interests and has been given a large representation 
under the existing Government of India A(‘t. The effect of the 
distribution of sepals made by His Majesty's Government was that 
Muslims received about 48 per cent^ Hindus f39 per cent and 
Europeans 10 ])CT‘ cent of tlie total number of seats in the legis- 
lative council. In the l^unjab the Muslims outnumber the other 
two major communities and form about 57 per cent of the popula- 
tion, th(* Hindus being i2T per cent, and the Sikhs 13 per cent. 
Under the distri])ution eff\‘cted in this province the Sikhs receive 
vveightage as in the past and their se^ats amount to 18 per cent of 
the total, while the Muslim and Hindu percentages are 49 and 
1^7 res})ectiv(‘]y. Actually however Muslim representatives will 
pr()l)ably secure three additional seats reserved for landholders, in 
wliich (‘ase their juoporiion in the (‘ouncil will be approximately 
51 per cent. 

It was not to be ex])ected that a decision of tliis kind would 
satisfy all (‘omniunities, for if represents an attempt to balance 
the scales between (‘oiiflictiiig claims wliich tlie claimants them- 
selves have been unable to reconcile; but one sativsfactory feature 
was that it did not give rise to any recrudescence of communal dis- 
turbances. Even in Bombay, where feeling betwi'en the two major 
communities remained tense, the decision was not made an excuse 
for stirring up troubh* and no untoward incident occurred. On 
the whole it may be said, subject to qualifications that will appear 
hereafter, tliat Hindus generally condemned the dec'ision on the 
ground that, it sacrificed their interests to those of the Muslims, 
that the Sikhs were greatly dissatisfied with it, and that the least 
o])posit.ion came from the Muslims. Hindu criti(*isin as voiced by 
the extremist papers, which are predominantly Hindu, denounced 
the decision as jierjietuating communal dissensions, as the death- 
blow'^ of Indian nationalism and as an unholy pact between the 
Muslim community and British coTnmercial interests. Even the 
more mod(U*ate nationalist papers gave expression to similar views, 
though couched in more restrained language, reflecting an ad- 
mixture of genuine nationalist feeling and Hindu communalist 
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motives. Specific points of criticism were in reg^ard to Bengal 
and the PuTij«ah, where the omission to give to the non-Muslim 
minorities tlie weightage accorded elsewhere to Muslim minorities 
was bitterly resented. In regard io Bengal a frequent objeclion 
was that Ihe Europeans would hold the balance between Ihe two 
major comumniiies. Exception was also taktm tr) t]i(‘ T>rovision of 
separate representation for the depressed classes, whielt although 
limited to a period of 20 years and lermiual)l(‘ ('arlier by mutual 
agreement, was regarded in more extieme quaiteis as a deliberate 
attempt to sj)]it Hinduism. Tin* de])ressed classes themselves were 
on the whole not dissatisfied, althoug-h J)r. Anibedkar, their re- 
presentatixe at the Bound Table (Conference, considered the num- 
ber of seats ])rovid(Hl inadequate. But another of their leaders, 
Mr. M. (\ Bajah, who in February had come to an agreement — 
the ‘‘ Moonje-Bajali Pact — with Dr. Mooiije, the leader of the 
Hindu Mahasabha, in favour of joint electorates with reservation 
of seats, ex})ressed disaj)])roval of the temporary provision for 
separate electorates. While Muslims as a wliole were less liostile 
and were disposed to a(*cept some feature's of th(* decision, old claims 
which had not. beeii conceded in full were again brought forward. 
The All-India Muslim Conference at Delhi, for example, expressed 
disappointment that the community had not been given a statutory 
majority in the Punjab and Bengal and com]»lained of r(‘duced 
weightage in some provinces and of undue weightage given to 
non-Muslims in the iS'orth-West Frontier Piovince. Sikh dis- 
approval was general and unqualified. This creation of a Muslim 
raj in the Punjab in complete disregard of Sikh claims bad, it 
was said, shaken Sikh faith in the Britisli sense of justice and 
fair-play. A revival of Sikhism was ])rcached and there was 
some talk of rejecting the new (*onstitution if it meant Muslim 
domination. The TTindu minority in the Punjab was not slow to 
take advantage' of this jiosition and sought to stimulate the Sikhs 
to organized resistance. Furopean, Anglo-Indian, Indian Christian 
and Jjabour interests wc're on the whole satisfied. 

Tlie objections to the decision just described ap]>ear('d mainly 
in the press. But the trend of the debate in the Tiegislativc 
Assem])lv on the' btli Sc'pteiuber, when the first excitement had 
subsided, suggests that dissalisfaetioii with the decision was not 
so deep or genuine as luul at first appeared, and that the more 
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sol)er-iuiii(le(l political elements in the eouiitrv were prepared to 
regard it as a workmanlike solution of an otherwise insoluble 
problem. The speech of Sir C. P. Eamaswamy Iyer, tljen acting 
as Law ]\l(‘ml)er of the Viceroy’s Council in the absence at Geneva 
of Sir ]-L L. Mitter, n)ade a great impression. He pointed out 
that not only the Pound Table (V)iiference but numerous confer- 
ences of Indian leaders had tailed to solve the problem in the 
j)ast, that the action of the (\jnsultativ(‘ (Vmimittee in a])pealing 
to the Pi'ime ilinister to settle the problem was generally a])proved 
tliroiighout India, and tliat the main j)oint to bear in mind was 
that any bickering over tin' decision would necessarily impede 
the consideration of oth(‘r a*nd greater matters to be dealt with 
in tlieir march toward*- responsible self-government, ^loderate 
o])inio]i was also given a lead by the attitude of public men like 
tin' Pight TTon. Srinivasa Sastri and Sir Tej Ihihadur Sa])ru. whose 
jin'paredness to acce])t the decision ])robably ha^d more intluence 
with the sober and resjiousible elements in the country than the 
impassioned outjmurings of the press. 

Pefore ])roce(‘ding with the later reactions to the communal 
decision we must devote some attention to the Simla session of tlie 
liegislature. In his address on the bth SejhcTnber tin' Viceroy 
made an important pronouncement in regard to ihe constitutional 
programme. His Majesty’s Government had hoped in the interest 
of speed that no further formal discussions would be necessary 
before formulating their ])ro])osals for the consideration of 
Parlia-ment; but since it was no longer possible to look to Ihe 
Consultative Committee for the contribution anticipated from it, 
His Majesty’s Government proposed to invite a small body of 
representatives of the States and British India, to meet them in 
London about the middle of November. While the status of 
the Indian representatives would be the' same as that of the 
delegates at the sessions of the Pound Table Conference, the 
character of the discussions and the stage now n'ached necessitated 
a less foimal and moie ex])editious procedure than that adopted 
during the previous two years. This result His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment wert' convinced would be best achieved by avoiding anv 
public session and by working on a fixed agenda. Peh'rrijig- 
to the ('ivil disobedience movement His Excellency explained the 
necessity of maintaining the ])olicy followed by the Government 
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during- the previous ei^ht months. Althoup-li this policy h«u(] met 
with a remarkable decree of success, civil <lisol)edience still re- 
mained a very definite' menace against whicli the Government could 
nut afiord to relax their precautions. They had therefore de(*ided 
that the geiK'ral law should ])e strengthened )>y the embodiment 
of a nnmi)er of the jmovisions of the ordinam'e promulgated in 
June. “ It i> no satisfaction His Excellency said, “ to my 
Government to be forced to j)ro])ose the^e measures for the .streng- 
thening of the law. ])ut we are laoed with ideas and methods to 
wln'fh we must otfer the juost resolute opposition. The leaders ot 
tin* t’oiigrc'Ss ]>elieve in what is generally known as direct aedion 
which is an example of the ap])lication oi the ])hilosophy of force 
to llic ])roblem.s of ])olitics. It is the antithesis of what we under- 
stand bv coiisi itut ional M'lf-government . . . The fundamental 
idea ot His ^Iaje-<iy\^ Governnmnt ... is that to the greatest 
degree* |)t)ssibl(^ rc'spon.sibility should be placed on flu' h'gislatures, 
in Mtiier wot‘u> lhat govc'vnment sliould be based on argument and 
reasoi: and on the vuslies of the peo]>le as constitutionally expi’essed. 

1 do not think 1 do tlu* Congress an injustice wlien I say that 
thei: judiev and their methods are directed to securing* their objects 
m.t hy ])ersua‘'i(*iL but coercion 

( m the ])olitical side' the most important featuK' o1 llu' session 
vas the tirsl rc'ading debate on the “ Ordinance Ibll Tin* 

A-'cnildy also passrul a hill amending section ol tlic (b*iniinal 
Procedure T’ode so as to ])rovent frivolous ap])lica>tions for the 
adiouninn'nt of ci’iminal cases — a ])70vision vrhieli had ht'en m-ossly 
am! systematically abused in order to delay *.unl sometimes tc^ deteat 
the tuids of justice'. 

General disc'ussion on the communal decision was concentrated Mr. GandhPs 
with dramatic suddenness on one particular aspect of it hy the 
anu* iinccment on the P‘hh Septend)er of Mr. Gandhi’s intention 
to fast to death unless the method of ropresentat ion provided for 
tlu' de])ressed classes was altered. In the course of the correspond- 
ence piN'ceding this announcement the Prime Minister had explained 
that while tlie decision, so far as it related to the depressed classes, 
was designed solely to protect their interests, nothing liad been 
done to separate them permanently from tlie Hirxdu fold ; for 
their special constituencies would be automatically abolished at 
the end of 20 years and in addition they would he entitled from the 
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outset to vote in the general Hindu const iiuencies. Mr. Gandhi 
however was not satisfied, and his decision 1o fast and the publi- 
cation of lliis corres])ondence aroused intense popular interest, 
(hi ihe whole tliere was little lendencv to blame the Government 
for this unforeseen development. It was generally recognized that 
the issue was less their con(‘,ern than that of the Hindu community 
itself, and that if Mr. Gandhi’s life was to he saved caste Hindus 
and depressed classes must tliemselves r(*ach an agreement. Many 
Hindus liowevcr were mucli more stirred hy the suffering that a 
great Hindu leader was about to undertake than concerned with 
the merits of ihe controversy. On the oilier liand criticism of 
Mr. Gandhi’s decision was not wanting. Dr. Amhedkar, one of 
the leaders of the dejiressed classes, described it as a sheer poli- 
tical stunt *, while otluu* critics .saw in it an attempt to retrieve 
a dwindling prestige. Tli(‘ (fovcumnH'nt 's attitude was announced 
by i\rr. (now Sir Harry) Haig, the Houk' ^rember, during a debate 
on the subject in ihe Assembly on the b'lth S(']>tember when he 
said that no Government could ])ossihly let its action he in- 
fluenced by methods of this kind the method adopted (‘ould be 
employed witli j‘elerenc(‘ to any niajm* issue and if allowed to 
succeed would establisii a dictatorshi]) of a novel kind wliicdi would 
mark the end of all government. Two days later a further 
announcement was made in th(‘ Assembly to the (*ft'(‘ct that as soon 
as Mr. Gandlii b(‘gan his fast he would b(‘ removed from jail to a 
siiiiable ])lace of ]>rivate residence, where* In* would he* reejuired 
to remain. Mr. Gandlii liowever fe*]t himself niiahle tei ace-ept any 
conditions and asked to be left in jail, wdie*rcu])on the Government 
decideel to allow’ him all rea.sonable fae*ilities for ])rivaie interviews 
inside the jail and unrestricted e*orrcs])ondone‘e*. Meanwdiile almost 
continuous conversations bad been taking ])lace among Hindu 
leaders in Beiinbay and wdtb Mr. Gandlii in the Yeiavada jail, and 
Mr. Gandhi’s nneonelitional release to e‘onduct ihe negotiations 
w^as persistently urged. The fast liegan on the 20th September 
and after a few days of feverivsh discussion a settlement \vas reached. 
This settlement, sometimes called the “ Poona Pact provides 
that instead of the 71 seats allotted to the depressed classes by the 
decision on tlie basis of separate electorates, a total of 148 seats 
should be reserved for them from the general constituencies. 
Election to these reserved seats is through joint electorates, subject 
to a system of primary election under which the depressed class 
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voters in the (oustituency will form an electoral college which w ill 
elect a panel of four candidates w^ho will stand for the secondary 
election by the general electorate. This system of primary 
election is aiifomatically to cease after ten years if not previously 
abolished by mutual consent. On the 2Gth September Ilis 
Majesty’s Oovernnient announced their 'svilliiigness to modify 
the communal deci^^ion on the basis of the settlement reached 
at Poona, and this gave general satisfaction. The settlement, 
whicli it may ])e noted also contained certain oilier jirovisions 
designed to ameliorate tJje conditions of the depressed classes 
generally, was distinctly favourable to the deyiressed classes in that 
it more than doubled their representation and reserved for them 
representatives' of their owii choice for the secondary election. 
For some time to come however, at any rate in some areas, they 
will ])robab]y experience difficulty in obtaining educated candi- 
dates, and it is po.s.si])]e that tliose finally elected by the system of 
joint electorates may be Mibject to the influen(*e of tlie higher castes. 

The settlement w'a> a( claimed wn'th delight by the nationalist 
press as a I'crsonal triumph for i^^r. rxandhi and a a sure indication 
that Indian jiolitical leaders were able after all to settle their owm 
differences. iMore dis])assionate examination however suggevSts 
that the agreeimmt rcffiects little departure in primo’ple. It still 
provi(t(‘s for tlie re^(‘l \ ation of s})ecial seats and, while se])arate 
electorates are aboli>hed in name, it is doubtful whether they 
are not [)erpetnated in effect — as indeed a Liberal critic suggested 
— by tbe device of ])rimarv (dection. Other critics remarked that 
similar results might have ])eeu achieved at, tlie Itound Table 
Conference if Or. Ambedkar bad not been driven into his demand 
for separate electorates ])A Mr. Gandhi’s uncompromising objection 
both to separate electorates and special reservation of seats. It is 
doubtful however wdiethor this reflect iou sustains the charge of 
inconsistency levelled against Mr. Gandhi; for lie would no doubt 
explain that, tbe princi])le lie had maintained in London having 
been denied by tbe deeivsiou of His Majesty’s Government, the 
problem had lieen orientated afresh. At all events the fast retrieved 
to some extent the loss of prestige wdiich Mr. Gandhi had suffered 
b\ his lack of success at the second Round Table Conference and 
the failure of the civil disobedience movement, although some of 
his supporters were bew ildered and jjerhaps alarmed at the diversion 
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of altentioii and energy from political to socio-religious questions. 
It also illust]‘ated very vividly the manner in wliicli Mr. Gandhi 
was still at that time able to appeal to the emotions, not only of 
the masses hut also of their leaders, at the expense of their reason. 

While the leaders were hiisy over the settlement in the Yeravada 
jail a whirhvind campaign was being conducted in many large 
centres throughout llie country for the removal of the disabilities 
attaching to the depressed classes. Temples were thrown open or 
promised t(» be thrown open, caste wells and so forth were no 
longer to be taboo, untouchability generally was to be exorcised. 
Emotionalisin (piickly subsides in India liowever and relief that the 
]\Iahatnia was out of dangei was not calculated to sustain it. 
Enthusiasm lf)r tlie new campaign had lasted only some ten days 
when signs oi leaction became apparent. Hindu misgivings began 
to suggest that tin* numlMu* of seats allotted to the de})ressed classes 
was excessive and still furthfU’ sa])ped the sTiength of tlndr re- 
jtresentat ion , already sacriticed to ^Muslim daim^. This was parti- 
cularly manifest iti the Punjab and Hengal, vliete llte Hindu minor- 
ities were already apprelomsive regauliiig their gemu'al })osition 
and theii length in th(‘ legislative (‘ouncils ris-d-ns tlit‘ .Muslim 
niajoi it i(‘N. The reaction among orthodox Hindus however vas 
du(' as mmdi to the socdal im j)lications of tlie settlement as to the 
effect on the ]M.diti(*aI balance* of ])Over. Several temph*s which 
had I/eeii tiirown open to the uiitouchabl(‘s wen* closed again; in 
others file >at i-ed ii!U'g(‘s had b(‘(‘n eiilo*!’ remo\ed or screened before 
the uiitoiu liables en((‘r(‘d; others again repotted to have been 
opetied veiT apj)areutl\ not so after ;tll. Iti the (k'jitral J*rovinees 
(’ertjiin caste wells fiom wliich tin* im t ou( liablt*^ liad draw'n Avater 
Avere purifh'd A\itb Avatei from tlie Gange'^. A d(*j)ressed (dass 
leadt‘r Avho fast(‘d outside the gates of tlie famous Gnruvayur 
tem])le in south India in protest against the refusal of the ieiiiple 
authorities to admit iiiitouchable'^ A\a^ sliowu very little sympathy 
])y caste Hindus and Mr. Gandhi telegraphed to him to break the 
fast. The mood of excited benignity boiii oi Mr. Gaiulhiks fast 
did not reacii the villages at all, and many demonstrations of 
friendliness Avith the deprevssed classes Avere more theatrical than 
real. Heaction later hardened into opposition and the settlement 
was denounced in one quarter as the work of a small heterodox 
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niiiioriiy. Tliis is not to say liowever tliat many caste Hindus, 
especially the more politically-minded, were not sincere in tlieir 
desire 1o i7n])rove the status of the depressed classes and in their 
Teco^^nition of the inconsistency of lhat status wilh a democratic 
form of o^oYorument. The trutli of the maiter is that a system so 
deeply emhedded in the history and traditions of a people, so much 
a ])art of their daily lives, is not likely to sur*cunil) to a sudden 
onslau;j:ht, of emotion. It must take many years of patient striving 
to reli(‘ve tin' de])ressed classes of tin* disadvantages under which 
^key })av(‘ so lonn* lahonred. 

The “ Toon a Pact " had one other noticeable consequence in TTie Unity 
tliat it spuTTed the Hindu leaders to renew attempt < to ne^’otiate a 
>eti!(‘ment with the Muslims and the Sikh^. ronvtu'sations took 
j)lace (^arly in ( )cto])er in Pombav IuMwcmui (‘crtain leaders of the 
Hindu ]\rah asabha, h(‘aded by Pandit ^Falaviya, and a ^^roup of 
Nationalist Muslims, joined later by ^faulana Sliaukat Ali. Many 
^luslims howevei, (‘sj)ecially in the north, viewed tlu'se ovcu'tui’es 
askniH'o, sus])ectin^* that they were prompted primarily l)y a desire 
to de])riY(‘ tin' Mu-dinis of such piotection as tin* (‘ommunal 
di‘ci.u*oTi had t^iven tlnun. T1 m‘\ made it plaii tliat they still 
consid(n(*d se|)arate clc'ctoi'ates tio 1m* an (\sseTitial saf(*ouart!: and 
that any ])rop()sals for coinpi-omise should conn* irom tlie niajoiity 
<‘ommunity and should deal witli the (juestion as a whole, and 
ill jiaiticular with tin* mainteiianct* of an offecti\(* ^ruslim 
inajoiuty in the Punjab and ]h‘iioal, and not merely witli election 
methods. In spite of this o]>posi(ion however tin* Nat i»)nali-t 
^[iislinis ])ersisted and a Muslim (hmference was c'on veiled at 
Taicknow on the 15th October. Tliis conterence was duly held in 
spite of the refusal of st*Aa*ral influeutial Muslim leaders, notably 
from the Punjab and I'en^ul, to acce])t ^laulana Shaiikat Ali’s 
invitation, and resolved to nen-otiate with the repres(*ntat ives of 
the Hindu and Sikh communities. The so-called Pnity Con- 
ference held at Allahabad irom llo* drd Novmnber to the loth 
was tlie result. Attemh'd by ojarina- publicitx and a uo(mI (1t*al 
of propaganda to tlie etf'eet (bat Indians uei*e once aii'am to 
settle their own dis]>utes, tlie conference after prolonged dis- 
cussions reached ai>u*(*emeiit on ceidain ])oints. In the meantime 
however Maulana Shaukat Ali, Hr. ^loonjt* and a number of Sikh 
leaders had withdrawn from tlie scTue. With these defections and 



66 


Civil dis- 
obedience in 
decline. 


remembering that the conference even at the outset was never re- 
presentative of the main Muslim point of view, it is not surprising 
that the agreement was not ratified bv the connn unities (joncerned. 
It was summarily condemned as unacceptable, impracticable and 
injurious to Muslim interests by a Muslim conference at Delhi on 
the 20th November convened under the auspices of the Working 
Committee of the All-India Muslim licague and the Council of the 
All-India Muslim (Conference, the two principal orthodox organi- 
zations. The celerity with which this disdaimer was issued was 
no doubt due to suspicions of the (k)ngiess, who lost no oj)j)orl unity 
of glorifying the Allahabad proceedings, and to a desire to count qi* 
Pandit Malaviya’s hasty cable to London, where the Hound Table 
Conference was in session, to the effect that the communal pro- 
blem had been definitely solved. Similarlv a resoliiiion of the 
Working Committee of the Hindu Mahasahha j)assed on the 15th 
November suggested that the Allahabad decisions had gone too far 
and that the concessions to minority claims were “ anii-national 

The discussions were resumed in December but without tangible 
results. Several delegates left before the conference terminated and 
the atmosphere was distinctly less (ordial and enthusiastic than 
at the first conierence. Jlefore the residue finally dispersed it was 
announced that agreement had been reached on the Ihinjab and 
Sind issues but that the interdependent Jiengal jnoblem had eluded 
settlement and would be furlher discussed in Calcutta. Meanwhile 
the orthodox Muslims had again met in Calcutta and passed 
resolutions confirming those ado])ted at Delhi on the 2()lh November 
rejecting- the Allahabad scheme. 

Civil disobedience activities continued at a low ebb during tiie 
rest of tlie year. Uiie significant feature was the ahstentioii from 
further participation in the movement of the great majority of 
persons convicted earlier in the year and released on expiry of 
sentence. Efforts were made to revive interest by publishing pro- 
grammes of future activities, by attempts to hold political confer- 
ences and by raids on Congress buildings seized by the Government 
in the early stages of the movement. These raids as a vEole 
however were no more successful than other activities. It had now 
become clear that the second civil disobedience movement had defi- 
nitely failed to win public support as not conceived in the best 
interests of the country. This position was amply recognized 



•by the passage of the “Ordinance Bill” which, introduced in the The “ 
Simla session, was debated in the special session which sat from 
the 7th November to the 15th Hecernber. The bill embodied the 
main provisions of the Special Powers Ordinance and was based on 
the realization that, while civil disobedience remained the accepted 
policy of a political organization , the measures devised to 
combat it must be given a more permanent form than could be 
secured by ordinance. It aroused some clamour in the nationalist 
press and more sober opposition in the Assembly, the general 
view being that not “repression** but the speedy transfer of 
political power to Indian hands was the true remedy for the coun- 
try’s political ills. Certain chan^fes were accepted by the Govern- 
ment in select committee of which the most important was a time 
limitation of three years. The definition of picketing was also 
modified but in this respect the Home Member made it plain that 
“Government wei-e definitely not prepared to go so far as those who 
wished to give a licence to peaceful picketing”. These changes did 
not however satisfy the opposition. Their general view v/as voiced 
bv Hiwan Bahadur Bangacharinr who, after contending that non- 
co-operation originated with the dissatisfaction caused by dyarchy, 
declared that the special powers taken to meet an emergency were 
no longer necessary now that the Government had brought the move- 
ment under control. He also urged that the “repression” under 
which the country was suffering was quite inconsistent with the 
approach of the reforms. The bill was however p/issed by a satis- 
factory majority of 57 votes to 31. indicating the exfent to which 
political opinion had been won over by the logic of facts to the 
Government’s view that civil disobedience could not, in the best 
interests of the country, he tolerated. By December provincial 
bills supplementing the Government of India’s bill had been 
passed by substantial majorities and without serious opposition 
by the legislative councils of those provinces where the civil dis- 
obedience movement had been most intense, namely, Bombay, 
Bengal, the United Provinces, the Punjab and the North-West 
Frontier Province. The powers with which the legislature thereby 
armed the executive constitute an effective guarantee against a 
revival of civil disobedience and against subversive movements 
generally : and the manner in which responsible o})iiiion was thus 
marshalled against what is a menace to any form of government 
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should be carefully weighed by those who fear that India may. 
falter in assuming responsibility under a self-governing constitu- 
tion. 

The other subject with which the special November session of 
the Legislature was convened to deal was the Ottawa trade agree- 
ment. As was explained in the report of the Indian delegation to 
the Ottawa ('onference, the general tariff of 10 per cent imposed 
by the British Government early in the year, embracing all Em- 
pire products not included in the free list, created an entirely 
new situation for India. With the other Dominions she was ex- 
empted from the operation of the new tariff duties up to the 15th 
November 193‘2 but would then have become subject to them 
unless in the meantime she came to some agreement with Great 
Britain. The report further pointed out that while the value of 
im[)orts from tlie United Kingdom coven'd by the suggested scheme 
of preference was £17*4 millions, in a fairly normal year like 
1020-30 the total value of goods imported from India into the 
United Kingdom which would receive the benefit of a preference 
amounted to nearly £42 millions. The agreement provided that 
on the British side exemption from the general 10 per cent tariff 
was to continue, while the duties on certain foreign goods were 
to be increased in order to give India further preference. On 
the Indian side certain British goods were to be given a 10 per 
cent preference and certain classes of motor vehicles a 7i j)er cent 
preference. A supplementary agreement on iron and steel arrived 
at after the close of the Ottawa conference provided for the pre- 
ferential treatment of British galvanised sheets imported into 
India, in exdiange for a similar concession in Britain for Indian 
iron and steel. 

The first reception of the agreement in India was far from 
friendly. More sober opinion doubted how far it would really 
prove to be to India’s advantage, but the nationalist press— and 
it is here that the political reactions enter — was full for some weeks 
of vehement denunciation and in some instanc.es obviously mis- 
conceived criticism. The general allegation was that the agree- 
ment was designed solely for the benefit of Great Britain. These 
feelings and suspicions found vent in the initial debate in the 
Assembly, so much so that the Government accepted an amend- 
ment referring to a special committee of the Assembly the resolution 
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moved ])y Sir Joseph l^liore, tlie Coniiiierce Member, which merely 
rec()iii]iu‘jidi‘(l in ;:»eiiei*al terms the aeceptaiic.e of the a^»‘reement. 

This eoiirse ill the end proved beneficial, for the majority of tlie 
special committee after examining- the provisions of tlie agreement 
in detail came to the comdusion that its acceptance would definitely 
beuetit India and accordingly, despite the ])rospect of bitter criti- 
cism fiom nationalist (ii-cls's, recommended that the resolution 
should lie jiassed. ddiis develo])nient defeated the campaig’n of 
ini^i ppi e‘>entat ion ilmt had jueceded tlie Assembly proceedintrs, 
and HI tin* (itli Decemlier \]iv resolution was carried bv a <ub- 
staniial majoi-ity ol 77 votes to 'S). Tlie l>ill itself itlie Ottawa 
Taiiit Hill), deNio-iK^d to ini])]einont t h(‘ agreement, also securial 
an un^nimon■^ ri^jiort from the >«(d«‘ct committee and wa^s pa^^ed 
on the Jbth Decmnber without a division. 

Meanwhile ifr. (i.indhi's untoiichability campaie’n was l eiii^^ Theuntouch- 
])]‘os.M*!}|pd a*^ vje-orouslv a^ iiossibb' liv the ent hn-ia^lic. Earlv in 
November tlio Home Memlier siaU‘d in ilo‘ A--pmb]v iliat it had 
been decidml to extend the laiilities alreadv enjoyed by 
Mr. Oandhi tor carrying on untomdiability pro];a^»Mnda whih* in 
jail. 1 his coiice^^ion aj»]’>cai’s to havt‘ ^isen tiesh life to tin* demand 
for Ml. OandiiiA rtdea^e vliiidi had h(*cn nnu’e or less continuously 
})ti’ {"1 ward I'V t!m nalionali''t >ince the announcement oi 

hiN fj't on thf* dejiressed (da>->eN iv'^ue. Tt was infeed that release 
would enable him to throw hinm<di into the untiundiahiiily (‘ani- 
paiiiii Ml ])emojL and Avould al>o the “ nnity conrersat ioiis 

tloMi in ])roo I't*''-' . riie (iovernmmit Aiew howevtu* wa^s that no 
1 ‘ehixation oi th.eir measiiie" ae‘aiimt (ivil disobt'dienee eoubi be 
ri'']\ed whde oivil dmoliedomct' remained tbe accredited weapon ot 
Mr. fiandlii and tin* (’ono-u'^s, and tins view stdl bebl oood. A'^ 
y(' have seen it had l)i‘en o-iyon ^eii- ral exjiression in tbe \ ieeroy s 
addMiV'^s to tbe I .e;^’islat lire on tbe btli Seplembm*. It was more 
])re ' -ely stated in a reply sent on the Ticeroy’s belialf in October 
to a message from tbe Madras Liberal Leagin^ urging Mr. 

(Lnidlii’s release, and on tlie 14th November tlie ITome Member 
niadi' it plain in tlie Assembly that Mix Gandhi was detained 
in jail on account of civil disobedience wbicli was still lii" 
avoved ])rogramme. As to Mr. Gandbi’s intervention in tlie 
communal di.scussions, the Government's position was that where- 
as the untoindiabilitv issue was essentially a moral and religious 



70 


Orthodox 

•reaction. 


one, the Hindii-Muslini question was primarily political and thus 
could not he aec;epted as a reason for Mr. Gandhi’s release. 

It is possible that mis!*ivings may have been felt by some of Mr. 
(landbi’s supporters as to the eifect of the untouehability move- 
ment on orthodox Hindus, on whom the Congress so largely relied 
for politicjal sup])()rt : if so they were as events showed more than 
justified. Orthodox Hindu opinion progressively hardened, causing 
o])yious uneasiness in Congress circles. The statement issued by 
Pandit Malaviya in Octo])er in which, w^hile a})proving of the open- 
ing of tem])les and w'ells and so forth to tlie depressed classes, he 
declared thal ilie Poona seltlement did not necessarily postulate 
iiiter-dinirig or inier-marriage, may liav(» be(Mi infended a a con- 
cession to the ot leaciion: it c.'riainly shocked the more 

enthusiastic supj) 0 !iei> ol ihe camj)aign. Towards the end of 
0('to])er a nuuuorial w^as submil ted to the \^‘(‘eroy on behalf of 
tlie orthodox Hindu community asking for ])rotection auaiii>t the 
])roposal to ])ermit untouchables to enter tem])les, and jtrotesting 
against outside iiuerterence Avilh tin* rcdigious rit(‘^ and |)iactices 
of Hindus. Mr. (jandhi lioweviu’ wa^ ‘'till a forc'e to be rcckonc'd 
with. His ('arjH‘>tne'^, and jxudiaps aNo liis dc'siie to cioo*k the 
tide of reaction, Avas demon'll rated by tlie announcement jn Xo\ em- 
ber of liis decision t(» ^uuat" himself to di’ath if caste HiiidiiN showed 
reluctan('{‘ in biinginu* into etlect the terms of th(‘ Pooua settle- 
ment, or alternatively li tlie (iuruvaynr tt*m])le in ]\lalabar Avas 
not tlirow'ii ojien to mem]»er.s of the d('j>res.st‘d classes. SiVin after- 
AAards tnoreover, in the first ot a number of statements iS'^ued from 
jail, he made it ])lain that he Avoiild brook no criticism. In answer 
to the charge tliat tht‘ method of fasting amounted tc^ coercion 
he said, suffice it to say that it was at God's call that I embarked 
upon my fast and it Avould be at 11 is call that it would be resumed, 
if it ever is ”. Attention Avas momentarily diverted from the 
general issue by an incident in a llombay jail, Avhere a caste civil 
disobedience prisoner began to fast because he was not allow^ed, as 
he wished, to clean out latrines. Mr. Gandhi began to fast in 
sympathy but w^as AAuthout nourishment for little more than a 
day, for the Government of India adjusted the matter by under- 
taking to enquire from provincial Governments how far the jail 
rules in such a matter could be modified. It is sigiiificaut that 
little public interest Avas aroused by this second fast of Mr. Gandhi. 



71 


In the meantime the forces of reaction were steadily growing 
stronger. That Mr. (iandhi had hegiiii to realize that bis campaign 
was miscarrying is perhaps shown by the fact that little more was 
lieard at this time of his threat to fast unless caste Ilindus observed 
the Poona settlement. Interest focussed on the question of entry 
into the Guruvayur temple, where it may be mentioned numerous 
orthodox Hindus from various parts of the country had gathered 
to organize counter measures against those demanding that the 
temple should Ije thrown open to the untouchables. Even here 
however Mr. Gandhi withdrew from his original position, for 
towards the end of N^ovemher he decided that he would not begin 
tin; fast until a referendum had been held locally to ascertain the 
extent of opj)osition among local caste Hindus. The referendum 
decided in favour of the reformers, although there is some doubt 
uliether ihis vcu’dicl did md i(*flect well-organized electioneering 
methods rather than sincere o])inion. At any rate Mr. Gandhi 
decided to postpone his fast on this issue indefinitely. 

The (‘oiistitutional nndhod is now being tiied, fur a ])rivate bill 
de.''ig‘ned to ])ennit tlie (Uitry oi untouchable.^ into i(unple^ has been 
intro(luc(‘d into th(‘ Legislative Assembly. IMiile the nationalist 
pi(‘ss warmly advocate^ tht‘ hill, a number of i epi e^eiital ion.s receiv- 
tal from orthodox Hindtis protest that it amounts to a breach of 
(incen \’ictoria’s Proclamation ot 18o8 in which it was declared 
that coni])lete muitrality would be maintained by the (Tovernment 
in religious matters. At the inoimuit of writing the issue is 
iineertain. The hgal diilieulties art* nut ineun^ideraljle, for the 
adnuiiistratioii (‘f mo.st Hindu teiu])l(‘s thrf)ughout the eouiitry is 
in the nature of a trust. 

We propose now to attempt some description of the course of the Terrorimia 
terrorist movement in Peugal, whicli we have thought better to treat 
as a whole for the year 19^2. Terrorist crimes were committed at 
almost regular intervals throughout the year and reached a total 
of 97. Of these, 10 were murders, 27 attempted murders and 
57 dacoities. In the previous year the total number was 81, com- 
prising 8 murdeis, 23 attempted murders and 41 dacoities. The 
growth of the movement is illustrated by comparing these figures 
with those for 1929 and 1930, when the outrages totalled 8 Outrage!* 
and 53 respectively. The more outrageous and spectacular (‘rimes 
committed during 1932 require mention. On the 6th February at 
the convocation ceremony of the Calcutta University an attempt 
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was made by a girl student to assassinate tlie (xovernor of Bengal; 
fortunately His Excelleney was not injured. On the 30th April, 
at Jlidnapore, Hr. Douglas, Ihe district magistrate, was shot and 
mortally wounded wliile ai tending a mecdiiig of ihe district board. 
On tlie 13th May, at Dacca, a gang of terrorist gunmen held up 
a passenger train aiid after wounding the guard robbed (*-ei'tain 
merchants of Es. 32,000. In June, on <ht‘ 13tli, Captain Chimeroii 
was shot dead while raiding a house in the (Jiittagong district 
where ‘‘ uanted” terroiists were hiding; and on tlie 27th, at 
Dacca, Mr. S(mi, an Indian magistrate, was ^hot dead while aslee]>. 
On tlie 20t]i July, at (Vnnilla, ]Mi*. Ellison, siipc^rititendenl of 
police, was shot in the hack and died oF his wounds. On the 
5th August an attempt was made in Calcutta on Sir Alfred Watson, 
tin' editor (O' the “ Statesnnwi lort iin i t *1 \' In* was not injurcMl. 
Hi s assailant was captuied but I'ontiived to take ])oison and died 
soon ait(U‘ward>. ( )n tlie 22nd August, at Daiea, ^Nlr. (trasshv, 
additional siiperinttMuhmt of ])oli(*e, \\a-> 'vhot at wliile his car was 
held u]) at a level ero^s^ng and w'oiumIimI. ( >n tin' 24th September, 
at Pahartali, near Chittagong, an organizml atta(4c was made on the 
railway institute wdiieh was full at the time with European and 
Anglo-Indian subordinate' i ail way oflieiaU. A gang of terrorists 
suddenly ap])eared at the door^ and window'^, thiew homh^ into 
tlie hall and oiumed fire with gun.N and piAtnls. An eddmly ladv 
of (io, ^fi's. Sullivan, was killed and thirleem n^u -onv of both sexes 
were w'oiirideel. Tin' caNUalties w ould pi'ohablv Inn e Ikmui mueh 
gi-eate'i’ hnt for* the ])7’ese'nee of Tuind (»f those who switclnnl rilf 
the lights. Four days later, on tin' 2<Stli Se])t tunhm*, amdln'r 
atteni])! was made on Sir Alfred Watson; hoth he and his st'cretarv 
w^ere sliglitly wounded. Two of tlie as^nilants took poison ami 
died. In Xovi'inber, on tlu' JJlli, ^NFr. Luke, tin* superinteuHh'nt 
of Eajshahi jail, while out driving with hi'^ wife and daughter, 
was shot and wounded in the jaw ; aiid on tin' 2t)th an attempt 
was made on one Ahdul Khaliq, wJio was suspected of being a 
police informer and wJiose life had been threatened in two anony- 
mous letters. In addition to these dastaidly crimes a number of 
dacoities were committed in various parts of Bengal, some to raise 
funds wdth wdiieb to further tlie movement and others to obtain 
revolvers and otliei* arms. 

The feelings of the Eurojiean and Anglo-Indian communities in 
Calcutta and Chittagong were deeply roused hy these various out- 
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rages. There was however Jio hint of repjisals as in 19-31 ; tlie public 
generally were more appreclaiive of the difficullies of the situ- 
ation and of the nieasurcvs ado]>ted to d(‘al with it. Dining a 

ninnl)(‘]’ of djastic po\\(*rs Aveie taken or re-taken with a view to 
inereas(‘ the ])r(‘ssur(» on tenorist organizations. AVe have already 
nunitioned tlie two ordinances ])i oinuJgat(‘d towards tlie close of the 
])i’evious yeai‘. 9di(' hist ot tln^se, giving wider poweJs of detention 
without tiial, was (oiiliodied before its expiry in an act (the llengal 
(h iminal Iawv Aniejidnieiit Act of 19->^) which became law in March. 
In May, just ladoie lhi‘ expiry of tin* ordinance ]>ioniul gated in 
Aovemlier, anotlier oi‘dinanc(‘ wa^ issued giving tlie local tiovern- 
ment jiower to make inhss to facilitate ojieratioiis against the terro- 
rist movement, and making attemjits at murder punishable with 
dotith or trans])ortat ion foi life. 'FImA ])rovi^!on was latei* gi\(‘n ])er- 
manent foian by inclusion in an act parsed in Se])tember (the Bengal 
('riniinal Law' Second Ammidimuit Act, 19:i:j), while at the same 
tini(‘ anotluu' act (the Bengal Sujipression of Terrorist ()utrag(*s Act) 
plac(‘d on the statute book ceitaiii emeigency poweis pieviously 
talion by oidinance and ie-(*nacted eailiei' ])iovi>ions for the trial of 
terrorist ofi'ences by special ])roce(luie. At the end oi the yeai 
allot hei* act was jiassed (the Bengal Criminal Law Arms and Explo- 
sives Act) providing eiiham-ed jiunisliment for (ertain oflences under 
the Arms and Lx])losives Act; this was directed not only against 
terrorists but also at smugglers and others engaged in the illicit 
ai'ins traftic who though possibly not terrorists themselves supply 
the assassins with tlnu’r weapons. In addition to the taking of these 
S])ecial jiowers, six battalion^ of infantry wane sent to Bengal from 
other ])arts of India at the begin ning ot the cold weather and station- 
ed at the worst centies of terrorist activity. This measure had a 
twofold objei't; on the one hand to encourage and sustain both the 
loyal and peaceful section^ of the population, suffering from terro- 
rist activities, and Government servants, carrying out their duties 
in most trying circumstances; and on the other hand to demonstiate 
to the revolutionary party and theii .>eciet sympathisers that the 
Government had ample power in the last lesort to su])press dis- 
order. 

Idle greatest difficulty in dealing with the terrorist movement is 
that of obtaining evidence. In many areas the rural population 
tliough loyal at heart liave been intimidated and witnesses are reluct- 
ant to come forw'ard for fear of reprisals. This is particularly 


Government 

action. 


Difficulties 
of dealing 
with terror* 
ism. 



74 


marked in Chittagong where in addition many inhabitants are sus- 
pected of secret sympathy with the objects of the movement. The 
police had the utmost difficulty in obtaining evidence against the 
miscreants responsible for the sliocking outiage at the Pahartali 
railway institute which we have already described. Although the 
police effected many highly creditable captures during 1932 a 
number of organizers are still at large and a})pear to find no- 
difficulty in obtaining recruits from young men of the upper 
middle classes, among whom unem})loyment is acute. Never- 
theless the general situation is definitidy more ho])eiul tlian in 
1931. The difficulties of the local (jfovernment and the policy by 
which it is souglit to surmount them cannot })e better exem])lified 
than by the following extract from a speech delivejed by the Gover- 
nor of Ifengal on the 30th Noveinber 1932. “ There is ... a 

feeling in some rpiarters of disa])pointment lliat tlie drastic measures 
taken during the past twelve months have not been productive of 
more immediate and obvious results. Those who take that view 
fail, I think, to appieciato the character and ramifications of the 
terrorist conspiracy. In the ])ast the su})y>ression of outbreaks of a 
similar though less formidable cbaiacter lias taken a (‘onsiderable 
time. Even so I am satisfied that the ])osition of Government is in 
many wa 3 ’s much stronger than it was twelve months ago and I 
entertain no doubt wbatev(*r that the menaca* of teirorism will be 
fought down. AVlicthcr the ])oisou whicli lias induced lhes(' periodi- 
cal outbreaks will lie conipIi‘tcly eliminated fiom tin* body politic 
depends jirimarily not ujion (io\ernment but ujion the fibie and 
quality of tin* peojilc of lleiigal. In the meantime I know of no 
sovereign Munedy, of no lieioic measure, to wliicli a civilised Gov- 
ernment can have lecourse, that will ciisuio an immediate suppres- 
sion of tlie evil, t )n wbat it is the fashion to l all tin* ‘‘ repressive 
side of our jiolicy ve rely on steady pressuie and a gradual 
strengtliening of the lesouices of ( Jon eriiment . letting no opportunity 
slip of peitecting bc>th fin* ]ii*ot<‘cl i ve and tin* combative elements in 
our armoury 

Eortunately terroiism as an organized movement lias eontinued 
to make headway only in llengal and in 1932, as compared with 
1930, its spectacular manifestat ions also were almost confined to that 
province. Of the isolated teirorisi crimes that occurred elsewhere 
during the year under report the following were the most notable. 
In Aj)ril an attem])t was made to assassinate Mr. (iibson, the Com- 
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unissioner of Ajmer, but the assailant’s revolver misfired. In 
*Noveinl)er, iu lliliar and Orissa, an approver in the Lahore 
ronspiraey case of 1930 was stabbed to death and a man who cour- 
ageously tried to pi event tlie ese.ape of the assailant was fatally 
wounded. 

Before coneluding tliis chapter with an account of the third Burmay-die 
session of the Kouiid Ta])lc Conference we must reiei* to an issue 
that achieved considerable prominence towards the close of the year, 
namely, the separation of Burma from India. This ste}f was recom- 
mended by the authois of the Montagu-Chelmsfoid report and by 
the Statutoiy (’ommission and accepted in ])rinciple ]jy the (iovern- 
ment of India; and the Burma sub-Committee of the fir'll session of 
the Bound I’able Conferen(‘e endorsed the princi]d(‘ oi ^^‘paration. 

Wlien however the sub-Commit tee's repoit was discussed in com- 
mittee o£ the whole Conference strong exj>ression was given to the 
view that no action should be taken to effect separation until it was 
made clear tliat this was the desire of the people fd Burma. At the 
v^oncliision of the Conlerence it was stated on behalf of the British 
(lovernment tliat the necessary enquirie> as to the conditions upon 
which separation could he effected would he made, the constitutional 
object after separation being the ])rogressive realization of respon- 
sible government in Burma as an integral part of the Empire. On 
the 21st August 1931 His Majesty’s GovernmeiiT announced that 
it was pioposed to convene a Burma Bound Table Confeionce in the 
following Xovember and that the ])rimary task of the Conference 
would he to discuss the lines of a constitution for a se})arated Burma. 

The Conference duly met and discussed the whole governmental 
field. At its close in January 1932 the Prime ilinister, after des- 
ciihing the general lines of the (constitution for a separated Burma 
which His Majesty's Government were ])repared to recommend to 
Parliament, aniioiiiiced that it was considered necessary to ascertain 
whetlmr the people of Burma endorsed the provisional decision that 
separation vsliould take place, and that this broad issue should be 
placed before the electorate at a general election, d'he general elec- 
tion was li(dd in November and of the candidates returned, only 31 
favoured separation, 44 were opposed to it and 5 were neutral. This 
result occasioned surprise in many quarters, for it had been general- 
ly assumed for some time that the verdict of the Burmese electorate 
would favour separation. That tnis expectation was not fulfilled 
•'was said by those in favour of vseparation to have been due to 
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skilful propaganda on the part of those opj)osed to separation,, 
conducted, it was alleged, with the aid of Indian money and the 
hel]) of jilioiKjyh (Buddhist monks) who wield great influence among 
the villagers. After one abortive attem])t to discuss the separa- 
tion issue — abortive because <he President ruled out of order all 
motions and resolutions on the subjeci exc(‘pt one — the Burma 
Legislative CV)uncil under a new Pr(‘sident passed a resolution 
withoui a divisiou o])posing t)ie separation of Burma from India on 
the basis oi the (‘oiistitiition outlim'd in the Prime Minister’s state- 
ment. The resolution further emphatically opposed the uncondi- 
tional and ])ermaneTit federation of Burma with India; and, thirdly, 
declared that the Poumu] would continue to oppose se})aratioii 
until Burma was granted a greater measure of responsibility than 
that outlined in tlie Priine Minister’s statfunent, or alternatively, 
would accept fed('ration with the right of sec(*ssion and sul>ject to 
constitut ioiial re(*ognition of Burma's geographical position and 
her ])eculiar needs and conditions. At fir.st glanc(‘ therefore^ it 
is not easy to decide what Burma actually wants. It is doubtful 
wdiether the electorate is as oppersed to separation as tlie 
results of the general election miglit suggest ; ceitainly tliere is 
little indication ol any genuine desire for federation with India. 
Not. improbably the present position is the result of a strategy 
designed to extinct a greater measure of self-government than has 
yet been accoided. Both alternatives contained in the Council 
resolution, it will be noticed, run (*ounter to the position already 
adopted by tlie British (lovernmeiit. The first alternative demands 
a greater measure of self-goveinment than has been promised, the 
second jiostulates a right of secession from the federation — a right 
wdiich the British (Toveinment have deedared they are not prepared 
to concede. The rejeidion of separation at this juncture therefore 
may a])pear to have a definite bargaining value. At the moment 
of writing the jiosition is still uncertain and Burma appears to 
bo awaiting a further pronouncement by II is Majesty’s Government. 

Towards the close of the year civil disobedience w^as, as we have 
seen, overshadowed by the untoucduibility campaign. Constitu- 
tionally, inteiest concentrated on the tliird session of the Pound 
Table Conference which opened on the ITtli November. This 
session undoubtedly enjoyed advantages denied to its predecessors. 
It was smaller and more informal and private in its proceedings; it 
w^orked on a fixed agenda and had at its disposal the results of the 
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j^nquiries (3f Ihe ronstitiif ional (‘ommitteewS ; and, finally, ihe com- 
mnnal decision liad removed tlie ^-reat stumhlinf^-Hock of the 
previous two sessions. The ihird session was thus aide io approach 
nmcli more closely io detail, and hy reaching a substantial measure 
of a^reemeni on many ])rob]ems, supplied the raw material for the 
constitutional jiroposals ultinuHely to be submitted to Parliament. 
Tliroua’hout, the proceedings were wfitclied with very close interest 
in India, the nationalist press taking the (oistomary line that the 
fk)nterence was ioiedoomed tr) failure in the absence of Congress 
representatives. With the (dose of the Conference our period ends 
but reactions in India to its work recjuire brief mention. Tlie 
nationalist ])rcss ])rn(da 1 !ii(‘d llmt tin' ])ropose(l ('onst itiition would 
b(' unacceiitable to India, tlu^ -.ateguards being such as to take away 
the .substance ol s<df-gov('rnnnmt. Certain less extreme secdions of 
th(3iig]it, iiK luding tln^ Poinbav Iiib<‘ral grou]), w tu e also g(‘iiuinely 
e.\eicis(nl U'gnrdihg the inroad uj>on llu‘ s]diei’e of i‘esponsibility 
made i)y tlie re^eivation cd the dejairt nienis ol Didenee and 
External Aftair^ and the s])e(dal res]>onsibili t it's vosttal in the 
t lovei nor-( b'litual and ( iovt'i noi‘s. (hi the other liaiid the attitude 
ot tht‘ nationalist as in th.e ease oi its iece])tiou of the report 

t)l tlie Statutory ( Vnnni i'^sion, has in some degrt'e to be discounted 
by leason ot tli(‘ nuMbanical natiiix* of it'^ eriti* isms. Sober political 
opinion in India, less \(K‘al pm haps than the extiemist setdion but 
none the b‘ss vilally inteit'sted, ])iobably aIcws the results so far 
*udii(‘vt‘d as, so tar a> llit^y go, a solid and sat istaetorv advance. 
The const i1 lit ional plan as il enim-ged troni tiu* tl'iiii s(‘-.-M)n of tlie 
l{ound Table Conference is of course subject to lurtber examination 
licloi'c tht' (hati ot tlie n<‘w (*onstitut ion is laid Ix'fore l*arliani(mi, 
but^ it i*eprestuits tlie stage reatdied at the *‘nd ot onr period. If 
the general f(*atures of this plan aie dispassionately surveyed, 
mjipliasis will sinely be laid not on what lias In'cii withheld but on 
vliat lias been uoii. 'Ihe inqilii at ions ot jirovincial autonomy are 
tliemselves far-reacliing and t undauKuital . 7n innumerable matters 
aft'eetiug the daily life oi the citizen the Indian provincial Govern- 
ments of the iuture will enjoy full diivction and {*ontrol. The 
lesponsibility a(‘eordtMl in the central s]>hei*e will also establish a 
wide degree ol Indian control in matters aifccting India as a whole. 
The att]ibut(‘S of provincial autonomy togetlicr uitli this central field 
encompass most human activity. Between the residue withheld 
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and the daily life of the mass of the people, contact is remote rather 
than immediate. Important though this residue is, it does not 
affect the transfer of control of day to day administration in other 
spheres. 

Thus broadly surveyed, the constitutional plan as it now appears 
offers immense possibilities of self-government; and many res- 
ponsible Indians, no less nationally-minded than their more extreme 
countrymen, are not disposed to ignore or belittle this gieat and 
general advance by undue concentration on particular restrictions. 
There seems little doubt that large sections of political India will 
welcome and endeavour to work the new cons! itution, and indica- 
tions are not wanting that <he (k)ngress right wing, convinced 
perhaps of the barrenness of non-co-operation, may join in the task. 



CHAPTER 11. 


Defence and the Indian Overseas. 

AVe have described the subversive aciixitie^ of Khan Abdul Trebles 
Ghaffar Klian and his Eed Shirt organization in the North-West Frontier 
Frontier Province, constituting as tliey did an 'essential feature of during the 
the general political situation, in the chapter on politics and ad- 
ministration. Here we are mainly concerned with the effect of that 
movement on the trans-boider tribes whom ihe Eed Shirt loaders 
made constant efforts to einl)ioil. On tlie wliole these efforts met with 
little success during 19-Jl, but tlie action taken in the North-West 
Frontier Piovince against the E.ed Shirt movement and the general 
revival of (dvil disobedience were not without re])erciissions in tribal 
territory north of the Kabul rivei*. The hostile activities of the Haji 
of Turangzai and his sons and tlie Facpr of Alingar ])r()duced some 
unrest in the beginning of and were probably instigated by 

Eed Shirt refugees from the Nortli-West Frontier Province; the 
Haji of Turangzai it may be noted is a relative by marriage of 
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the Eed Shirt leadei*. Karly in Febru- 
ary an outbreak of the Painda Khel and Sultan Kliel tribes in the 
territory of the Nawab of I)ir endangered the safety of the Chitral 
road and some military and police posts were burnt. This rising also 
appeals to have been instigated and fostered by Eed Shirts bat was 
quickly sujijiressed by the Nawab, assisted by tlie com'entration of 
a military column at Cbakdara and by the tlireat of air action. 
Agitation continued however and by March the situation on the 
Frontier had become threatening. A lashlar of Ba^iaur tribesmen 
entered Mohinand country and rea*ched the Danishkol area, only 
12 miles from the British administrative border. The Haji of 
Turangzai, preaching a jehad, did his utmost to persuade the large 
and important Mohmand tribes to join the Bajauris in moving down 
on British Indian territory. Furtlier north anotlier Bajaur lashhai , 
including some (oiitingeiits of the Xltnian Khel tribe, assembled to 
the west of the l^anjkora river, on the border of Dir State, and 
threatened to cross tho river. Eeconnaissance aeroplanes were fired 
at by these laslikars and by inhabitants of the villages from whi(^h 
the lash bars were drawn. Action on the part of Government was 
delayed in tlie hope that the agitation would subside, but it even- 
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tiially became neressary to issue warning’s fliai if ilie Inshlars did 
not disperse air acdion would he taken against s])eoified villa^’es. 
These warniiifis were unheeded and on Ihe 8th Mareli ceriain 
M(dinjand and Shainozai Tillag-es were ])ond)ed. Air action eon- 
iimied on the lOth and 11 ih and iiie house ot Haji of Tiiran^*zai 
was l)()nihed on ih(‘ iLhli. ]ly (‘venin^- of iliat day all tlie h/sJddrs 
had dispersed and ANith lliis iinprovenient in ihe siiualion ihe road 
to Chitral was ojjened on ihe Idili. In A]>ri], T^p])er ]^^ohlnands 
raided ihe ierriioi v of the loyal ITalinizai irihe of Lower ^fohinands 
hui a ihreal of ])onihino- led to jpe wiilidi*awal of (lie Inshhat heiore 
ir liad iinie io do any serious datnao-e. 

The Afiidi trilx' unseiiled during- owini;- io i'le^ii T(‘]in j- 

an(‘e io acfjuiesce hi ilie coniinned orcnpa ( ion hy r(‘o-nl:n- IL ilidi 
forces of ilie Khajuri and Aka Kliel ]>lains. a ineaNiirc ado])tf‘d as 
a sa f('f»iiard apiinsi a rejieiiiion of ilu' incursions into tlic Lc^liawar 
disirici iliai look placi* iji ft was loiind t's.sai y lu luake 

daily air recfuinaissanceN o\ei Airidi Tii'ali. hut no oftensive aelion 
was iak('ii e\cej)( a^^aiii''! individuals \v!io fired on ilu' aerojilaiics. 
Lveiifually a .setileineni wa-s leaclied on ilu^ (Iclolier: ili(‘ Ati’idis 
a^u-ieed to accejii the jirofeefivc ni(‘a.sUT'es in (jin'stion. ifieii' allow’- 
aiH'es w'ere re.'stoied atid flie Idockade a^ain.st enir\ mlo Lrilish 
Ijjdia was raised. 

In llaliicliistan iwo laids direeliMl against ( h)^ einnienf occurred 
during the year. (.)n tli(‘ drd July a hishhar of Sul(‘iaaii Khel 
(ihilzai^ and Kharoiis e>iinialt‘d at o(M) (o ?^tion^ altar ! ed the 

Zliol) iMiliiia post at Ash(‘wat. The attack cojitininul iiiitil tlie 
following morning, wlicn the laslihar dis]>eis(‘d a(*ross ilie border 
after suffering some 20 casualties, fine naik of ih(‘ Zhoh ^Militia 
was killed. Again on the 2hth May a gang of Afghan irihes- 

mtm estimated variously at between lot) ^md ;'>()() uuui altar ked the 
Zhoh Militia I’ost at Samhaza in th(‘ I'oi 1 Sandeman Ag(*nc\ . Itein- 
forcetmuiis arriv(*d oji Ilie 271 h to find lhal Ihe lashhar had dispersed 
across flie frontier aftei suft'ering iwo (‘asualiies. Tlie iiffaiis were 
not of great impoiianee, the laiiling gting.s being (*om])osed chiefly 
of had charaeiers. 

In M'aziristan conditions remaimul satisfactory. A llriiish 
ofHcer a-nd two llriiish soldiers were murdeix'd hu( these crimes 
wu*re without sjiecial jiolitieal significance. On the 2nd Novemher 
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-Lt. T. M. Synge and Private Whawell of the Eoyal Tank Corps 
were sliot by a tribesman on the road near Sarwekai in south 
Waziristan and both succumbed to their injuries. The culprit 
escaped into Afghan territory. In April 1932 Leading Aircrafts- 
man East was fatally wounded near Khajuri by a young tribes- 
jiian who was subsequently captured. 

The outstanding event of military administration during the The Army, 
year under report was the decision to establish an “Indian Sand- 
hurst”. With a view to joromote the Indianization of the Army 
the Defence sub-Comniittee of the first session of the flound Table 
Conference recommended the a])pointment of an expert committee 
to examine in detail the possibilities of setting up a military col- 
lege in India for tlie training of candidates for all branches of the 
Indian Army. The Indian Military College Committee was 
promptly constituted and following its investigations all essential 
jireliminaries were settled during the }ear under report. The col- 
lege, called the Jndian Military Academy, Debra Dun, was opened 
in October 1932. It is contemplated that the intake of candidates 
will bo 40 every half year. Of this number, twelve will be selected 
by a comj[)etitive examination conducted by the Ihdilic Service (^com- 
mission ; three will be nominated by His Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief from among candidates who qualify at the competitive 
examination ; fifteen will be selected from serving soldiers of the 
Indian Army (including Auxiliary and Territorial Eorces) who ful- 
fil certain reciuirements as regards age, rank and educational quali- 
fications ; and ten will be taken from Indian States Forces. 

Twenty Indian ('andidates successfully competed during the 
year under review for admission to the Royal MilitarN College, 
Sandhurst; six qualified for the Royal Military College, Woolwich, 
and six for the Royal Air Three College, Cranwell. In addition, 
two Indian officers holding Aheeroy's Commissions were nominated 
by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief for a course at Sand- 
hurst with the object of qualifying for King’s Commissions. With 
the establishment of the Indian Military Academy, how^ever, 

Indians will no longer be trained at Sandhurst and Woolwich. 

Considerable progress was made during the year with median- j^iechaniza- 
ization. In the 1st Cavalry Brigade the animal transport of the tion. 
field and signal troo})s was replaced by mechanical transport. A 
start was also made with the mechanization of the second line trans- 
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port of this Brigade and the Brigade Transport Company will even- 
tually be converted from a horse-drawn into a six-wheeled lorry 
unit. The field troop of the 4th Cavalry Brigade is being similarly 
transformed and a portion of the transport is now mechanically 
drawn. 


The military 
budget* 


The Royal 
Air Force 
in India. 


The Indian 
Air Force. 


In 1928-29 the military budget was stabilised until the year 
1931-32 at an annual figure of Bs. 55 crores. In 1929-30 the period 
was extended to 1932-33, and from 1930-31 ojiwards the sanctioned 
stabilised figure was reduced from Bs. 55 crores to Bs. 54*20 crores 
and in 1931-32 to Bs. 53*03 crores. Owing however to the financial 
situation the actual militarv budget for 1931-32 was fixed at 
Bs. 52 crores inclusive of Bs. 10 lakhs for the expansion of the 
Territorial Forces. The need for economy affected the amenity 
programme, a scheme drawn up in 1927 for providing better accom- 
modation for both British and Indian troops, although the full 
effects of retrenchment in this respect were not felt until the finan- 
cial year 1932-33. Fortunately tliat part of the programme which 
provided for improvements to hospitals and the installation of elec- 
tric lighting in certain barracks had already been completed ; but 
the provision of houses for officers and the reconstruction of Indian 
Troops lines must now be regarded as postponed until better times. 

As has been explained in detail in previous reports the Boyal 
Air Force in India is composed of eight squadrons consisting either 
of “army co-operation” or bombing aeroplanes, together with a 
“flight” of heavy transport machines. During the year under 
review one bombing squadron was re-equipped with ‘Hawker 
Hart” machines in place of “Wapiti”, and another squadron is 
in process of being supplied with similar machines ; and four 
“army co-operation” squadrons were equipped with “Wapiti” 
aircraft in place of “Bristol Fighters”. 

Progress in the formation of an Indian Air Force continues 
steadily. During the year four Indian cadets proceeded to 
England for training as commissioned officers in the new service, 
making a total number now under training at Cranwell of ten. 
Twenty-two Indian apprentices who have completed five years’ train- 
ing in railway workshops will now undergo further technical train- 
mg in the Eoyal Air Force workshops. It has been arranged to 
complete their training about the time of the return from England 
of the fil#' betdbi pf regular Indian Air Force officers ; when, with 
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also a number of directly recruited Indian personnel, they will 
form the first unit of the Indian Air Force. To this will be 
attached, for supervision and training purposes, selected officers and 
non-commissioned officers of the Foyal Air Force, who will be with- 
drawn as Ihe Indian personnel becomes able to assume full respon- 
sibility for the administration and training of the unit. The Indian 
Air Force Act, wdiich provides for the administration and discipline 
of the new force, was passed into law during the year. 

Tlie Royal Air Force again co-operated with the Survey of India 
in completing the survey of territory in the N’orth-West Frontier 
Province not easily vsusceptible to grcuind methods of survey 
and a total area of 1,(j00 square miles w^as photographed from the 
air. Other air survey w’ork included photographs of the barrage 
across the Cheiial) river at Panjnud, the Sukkur Barrage and the 
new bridge over the Chenab at Chiniot. The dropping of supplies 
from the air w’as successfully practised during the year as part of 
Air Force training, on some occasions in actual co-operation wdth 
mobile columns of irregular iroops. The use of aircraft for supply 
purposes is ordinarily uneconomical but might w’ell prove invalu- 
able in an emergency. Other items of interest during the year 
affecting the Royal Air Force "were the reorganization of the Indian 
Technical and Follow'ers’ Corps, resulting in the employment of 
more Indian personnel on technical and semi-technical work; and 
the abolition as a measure of economy of the Pori I)e])ot at Kiarnari. 

The Royal Indian Marine also made progress with Indian iza- 
tion during the year, wdien two examinations for entry to the com- 
missioned ranks of the Service w^ere held. Of the nine candidates 
wdio appeared for the first, a special examination of cadets from the 
Indian Mercantile Marine Training Ship “ Dufferin four were 
selected — tw^o for the executive branch and two for the engineer 
branch — and sent to ICngland for training. The second w^as an 
open competitive examination but none of the four candidates 
obtained tlie necessary (]ualifying marks. A recruiting* party was 
sent to the Punjab during the spring and recruited 52 boys for 
training and admission to the service as ratings, the standard of 
education being raised with excellent results. ?fo less than 1,250 
boys presented tliemselves for recruitment. 

The Royal Indian Marine Squadron carried out a cruise in 
the autumn, mostly in the Bay of Bengal. Madras, Port Blair, 
INDIA D 


Royal Air 

Force 

activities. 


The Royal 

Indian 

Marine. 



84 


The position 
of Indians 
in South 
Africa. 


The 

Transvaal. 


The Cape 
Town 


Agreement 

<^ 1927 . 


Calcutta, Chittagong, Eangoon and smaller ports in Bunna were 
visited. On selected days at each port the ships were open to 
visitors who showed great interest. The cruise was most successful 
and j)rovided excellent training, combined exercises at sea with the 
East Indies Scjuadroii of Hie British Navy being of ])ar1icular 
instructional value. An othcer of the Eoyal Indian Marine was 
attached to the Statf College, (^uefta, daring fhe year for conibined 
exercises with the military, practical opeiations being carried out 
with the assistance of Bis Majesty’s Indian Shij) “ Pathan ’’ and 
motor boafs lenf by the Eoyal Indian Marine. Tlie construction 
of tlie new’ Eoyal Indian ^larine Beadcpiaiters Mess at Ibnnbay 
was oom])leted during the a ear and will undoiibt(*dly ])e of great 
value to Ibe Seivice. liike other de])ari nients the Eoyal Indian 
Marine also sutVered from tlie need for retrenchment. Aiuoiio otlnu' 
economies il was dc'cidcd dining tlie yea/- to sera]) the ‘‘ EaliniiriH 
and tliiet‘ trawlers. 

We juopose now to leioid briefly tlit‘ main eviuiis of tlie \ca: as 
legaids tile ])o^itioii oj Indian.^ o\er^eas. It was explained i]j (eir 
last re]K)i‘t how* at tlie insfaiiee of the Goyenniient of India the (xov- 
ernment of Sontli Africa agreed to posi])one (‘onsidei’ation ol a bill 
embodying eertain lesirictions on Indians in tlie Transvaal until 
the Cajie Town Agieement tell due tor re-exaniination in llKIti. In 
the meantime liowever. in an ordinance called th(‘ LiceineN 

(Control) tirdinance was passed by tlie Transvaal Provincial C’enn- 
cil. This 01 ‘dinaiice repealed the existing General Dealers (Control) 
Ordinance, 1920, and gave the Transvaal miinicijialities coiujilete 
control over the issue of trading licences to Indians. It did not 
specify the gi'oiinds on wdiich a new licence might he refused, nr 
require the local authority to give reasons for r(‘fiisal ; it gaw no 
right of appeal against refusal in (*ases of first application and 
restricted tlie existing riglit of moving the Sujireme (lourt in levi- 
sion. The local Imliaii community were jaulurbed hv the pa>>ing 
of the ordinance, alleged to be opposed to the spirit of the Cape 
Town Agieement of 192T, and re])resentati()ns wen* made bv the 
Agent of file Govejnment of India to ibe Minister of the Interior. 
The ordinance eventually received tin* assent (d‘ tin* Governor- 
General ill June 19r]J3. 

AV e liave referred to the fact that tlie operation of the Cape 
Town Agreement of 1927 fell due for examination in J9'‘12. This 
took pla<‘e at Cape Town early in 1932 at a conference hetw*‘en 
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reprerientatives of the Govern nients of India and the Union of South 
Africa, the Goverinnent of India delen^alion bein^ led by the 
Hon'lde Kliaii Ibihadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-IIusain, Member of the 
Goveinor-Generars Executive (Council. The discussions were 
perineal ed by a spirit of goodwill llirouglioiit and provisional 
agiernieiil was reacli(Ml subjert |o latiiical ion by lh(‘ I wo (iovein- 
inents. The results of the conference were announced early in April 
19d:J. Both Governnieiils agreed that the (Lape Town Agreement 
had i)een a pow^erfnl influence in fostering friendly relations 
]»etween them and tJial lliey siiould continue lo co-opei'ate in the 
connnun olgeci of harinunising tliei! respe(;tive inierests in i*egard 
to li'diaiis resident jji tlie Union. Jt w’as recognized that the ])ossi- 
]»ilitic> of the T’nion’s scheme of assisted emigration lo India are 
now [iracl i{'ally exhausted owing to the economic and climatic 
coiidnions ol India as well as to the fact that SO per cent of the 
Indian population of the Union are now’ South African-born; and 
it wa- ilecidtul to explore the possibilities of a colonization scheme 
lor sell ling Indians, both from India and from South Africa, in 
otht^' M)untries. Xo other modification of tlie A::reemeiit w’as con- 
sidcied necessary. 

As 'egai'ds the Tian>vaal Asiatic Land Tenure Act, ceitain 
cliaiuies w'cie made which, broadly speaking, had the elfect of 
safeguarding Indian rights to a greater extent than was expected 
wlieii the r<-sults of the conference were announced in India in 
April, riause 5 of the original hill, which sought to segregate 
Asiaiii's by provision tor the earmarking of areas for the occupa- 
tion or ownership of land exclusively by Asiatics, was deleted. In 
its place tlie Gold Law was amended to empower the Minister of 
the Intcjior, afler consultation wdth the Minister of Mines, to with- 
draw’ any land from the operation of sections IdO and Idl of the 
Gold Law’ in so far as tiiey prohibit residence upon or occupation 
of any land by coloured persons. This power is to be exercised, 
after enquiry into individual cases by an impartial (‘oinmissioii pre- 
sideil ovei* by a judge, to validate present illegal occupations and 
to j)ermit exce})tions to be made in future from the occupational 
restrictions of tiic Gold Law, and a commission has already been 
appointed by the Union Government, under the chairmanship of 
the Iloidble Mi\ Justice Feethaiu, to enquire into the occupa- 
tion by coloured persons of proclaimed land in the Transvaal. 
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Pending this en(|iiiry the South African Indian Congress, which 
condemned the aci and ap])oi]ited a committee to organize passive 
resistance, has suspended action. 

As regards Kenya, it will he remembered that a joint select com- 
mittee of both Ilouses of Parliament was set up in Kovcniber 1930 
to consider the White Paper arising out of the leports of tlie Hilton 
Young Commission and of Sir Samuel Wilson. The Iliglil Hon. 
Srinivasa Sastri as the representative of the Government of India 
was examined by the select committee in July 1931 and explained 
the modifications which the Government of India, in the light of 
subsequent events, had found it necessary to make in their earlier 
views. With regard to the scliome of closer union, the committee 
was informed that the Government of India could not aj)])rove of the 
scheme proposed in the AVhite lhaper hut would, if it were adoj)ted, 
press for the safeguards they had proposed. Gn Ihe quesiion of re- 
presentation on th(‘ ])i'o])os(‘d (Vntral Council, Mr. Sastri point(‘d out 
that the Goverjinient of India weie now of the view that African 
lepresentation should hf* secured by the appointment of natives or, 
if this was not advisable, ])y the appointment of officials; but that if 
jieitlier of these alternatives was acce])ted, Indians should, in virtue 
of their spec-ial knowledge of the country, he appointed e(|ually with 
liluropeans to re])res(mt the natives. 

The re])ort of the joint select coiiimittee was ])iihlished in 
November 1931 and the decisions of His Majesty’s Government in 
August 1932. As regards the cjuestioii of closer union, Ilis Majes- 
ty’s Government accepted the view of the joint committee that apart 
from considerations arising out of the mandatory position of the 
Tanganyika territory, the time has not arrived for taking any far- 
reaching step in the direction of the formal union of the several 
East African Dependencies. As regards the common electoral roll, 
the committee stated “ that it would be impracticable under present 
conditions to advocate the adoption of the system in preference to 
the existing system of election This recommendation was also 
accepted by llis Majesty’s Government. It was further decided 
that no change should be made in the present arrangement which 
secures an official majority in the Kenya Ijegislative ('ouncil. In 
the meantime action to implement some of the committee’s recom- 
mendations had been taken during the year under review. For 
instance, the committee recommended that a careful and detailed 
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exaulijuiiioii ol' tlie fiuaiiciul sitiiatioii in Kenya as ai't'ected by the 
various racial comnninilies should be undertaken by an independent 
authority. In pursuant*e of this recommendation, ITis Majesty’s 
Government selected Lord Moyne 1o underlake the enquiry. Ijord 
Moyne leacdied Kenya early in March. The Indian community in 
Kenya re(j nested tlie (tovernmeni of India, through the Last African 
Indian rongress, to de])uie an offi(*er to assist them in ])lacing their 
views before Lord Moyne, and arrangements were made accordingly. 

In Tanganyika, (‘onsideia])le lesentment was aroused among the Tanganyika. 
Indian community by the passing towards the close of the year 
under review of the Kon-Native Poll Tax Ordinance, 19^2, and the 
Trades Licensing (Amendment) Ordinance, 1932, and lepresenta- 
tions against these measures were lereived from the Indian Associa- 
tion, Dar-es-Salaam. According to the statement of objects and 
reasons the Poll Tax ( )i dinance is “ a revenue measure promoted 
for the ])ur])ose of siibsiituiing a graduated poll tax for the existing 
non-native education tax 1'be tax is im])()sed on all male non- 
natives above tlie age of IS years and is payable on taxable incomes 
of £200 ])ei’ annum and upwards earned during the year immediately 
preceding the year oi assessment, at lates saiying fiom 40 to 000 
shillings ])er annum. Ko racial discrimination is inv(>l\ed: tlie 
Indian community in Tanganyika objected to it on the ground that 
it is bad in principle and iinwoi'kable in ])ractice. Tlie second 
Jiieasure, the Trades Licensing (Amendment) Ordinance, is the out- 
come of the desire ot the Goveiiiment of Tanganyika to remedy tJie 
unsatisfactoTV cotiditions undei- which many native crops are grown 
and the produce marketed in various jiarts of its territory. Its 
main object is the improvement and better regulation of trade in 
specified native produce such as bees-wax, coconuts, copra, ghee, 
groundnuts, millet and lice. To this end the Governor is empowei- 
ed to declare that the purchase of such produce shall be controlled 
and regulated in any area in which he considers such a course desir- 
able or necessary ; and the licensing authority of the declared area 
may then restrict and impose conditions on the grant of trading 
licences. The Governor in Council is also empowered to grant an 
exclusive trading licence in respect of any declared area or part 
thereof. The objections of the local Indian community to this 
ordinance are that it creates monopolies directly contrary to article 
7 of the mandate ; that it is injurious to the interests of the natives ; 
and that it is likely adversely to affect Indian traders, who were 
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pioneers in the distributive trade and have large vested interests. 
These objections have been brought to the notice of His Majesty’s 
Government by the Government of India. The Governor of Tangan- 
yika has given an assurance that the ordinance will be applied with 
impartiality, and it is hoped that the discretionary powers conferred 
by the measure will not be so exercised as to result in sudden changes 
to the prejudice of Indians. 

As regards the condition of Indian laboureis on tea estates 
in Ceylon, it was explained in our last report that owing to tlie 
marked fall in the pri(*e of rice a leduction in the standard wages 
fixed lor rndian labourers had been pro])osed. AVhen the standard 
rates eie fixed, em])]oyers wei-e required to issue rice to labourei-s 
at a cost not exceeding ICs. (»/40 a hiishel, payment ])eing deducted 
from the labourers' monthly earnings; but when the price of thi^i 
counuodity declined to less than Rs. 4 in low-country distrit^ts and 
to a little below Rs. o in ii])-couiitry districts, it was suggested that 
rice should be issued at not more than Rs. 4/ SO pei’ bushel, and that 
the minimum wages should he reduced by 5, 4, and d cents feu* men, 
woinoii and children re8])ectively. This proposal was unohjectioii- 
ablo as it did not impair the labourer's standard of living and was 
adopted in May 1931 with the concurrence of the Government of 
India. TJie majority of estates affected by the depression were hr>w- 
ever not satisfied with this readjustment and y)r()posals were made 
to reduce wages generally by 20 per cent or alternatively to intro- 
duce a sliding scale of wages varying according to the issue price 
of j ice. Aftei* j)rolonged and detailed < onsideiation it was decided 
to leave wages on up-country estates unaltered and to effect a reduc- 
tion on mid-country and low-country estates in harmony with the 
estimated fall in the cost of living. The revised rates came into 
force from the 1st February 1932. 

This chapter may be concluded with a brief reference to the anti- 
slavery operations of the Government of India on the north-t^ustern 
borders of Burma. In former years tour expeditions were under- 
taken, one each to the North and South Triangle areas, one to the 
Ilukawng Valley and one to the Upper Chindwin Naga Hills. In 
1931-32 by reason of financial stringency no expedition was sent 
to the Naga Hills and instead of an expedition through the 
Hukawng Valley an officer made a short tour as far as Maiiigkwan 
where he camped for a month dealing with disputes among the 
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KaelainB. Expeditions were liowever sent as usual to the North 
and South Tjian^de areas. The economic condition of released 
slaves, who according to the (to vein in cut's instructions should 
he helped to earn their own livelihood and encouraged to build 
their own liouses, if ])ossib](‘ in the villages in wliieli they were 
leleased, was found on the whoh* to be sat isiactory . exee]>t for 
a iood shoriag(‘ in one locality. Tn the Noith Triangle il was 
found that the inajoiity of ex-slaves had theii’ own houses and 
fields and were living an independent (‘\istenee similar to that 
ot their free-born neigh houis. Many slaves liad migrated to 
n^her villages, ^onle out of the Triangle, where tliey had joined 
1 (datives or huill tlieir own houses. There w^as no indii'ation of ill- 
teeling 1 (‘tween tre(‘d slaves and headmen or torniei’ masters, or of 
the lattei 1ia\ing tried to revne their old domination. The relea-^ed 
sla\('s have not been restricted to a certain area but have been 
left tree to soule eitlnu* within or without the Triangle. They 
have taken full advantage oi their treedom, fearlessly migrating 
w’heiever they choose. -Eormcr slave owners have not complained 
that tiieii* jiosition has materially altered or tliat tliey ar^* ])overty- 
strickeii. On the contrary they apjiear contented and show no 
sign ot having suffered economically from the suppression of shuery. 
In the Soutli Triangle it was ascertained that of ^lav(‘s 

originally released in this area, only 62 were still living with 
ilieir loiim'i' owuieis. Idke the ireeinen, many leleased slaves were 
enduring a hard time because ot the scan ity of j)addy lollowung 
the poor harvest of the previous ^ear; several of them were subsist- 
ing largely ou jungle yams, (irants of money were made in a 
large number of cases to build houses and in some instances to 
buy paddy until the next harvest. There were no complaints of 
ill-treatment or of attempts at re-enslavemenf. Yery few’ released 
slaves in this area possess cattle or pigs and it w’oiild appear that 
they are much poorer than tliose in the North Triangle. Tu the 
Hukawiig Yalley conditions were somewhat better and no occasion 
was found to make grants of nioiiey. 
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Agriculture and Industry. 

The total area of India as computed for pnr])oses of ag:ricul- 
tural survey amounts to 1 ,1 ri.‘),9G7,00() acres, of which 668,869,000 
acres constitute Jlritish territory. Of this area, 145,458,000 acres 
or })er cent were not availa])le for (uiltivation durino* the veai*'^ 
under report owing* lo the land being barren, or iinculturable, 
or covered by buildings, water, roads and so forth. A further 

88.566.000 acrcvs or 13 per cent are covered by forests. Of the 
balance of 434,845,000 acres or 65 per cent of the total available 
for (‘ultivation , 49,076,000 acres or 8 per cent were tallow, and 

155.122.000 acr(\s oi- 23 j)er cent were classed as (uilturable waste, 
i.e.. lands wliich had either never ])een cultivated or had been for 
some reason abandoned. The net area actually sowui with crops 
during 1931-32 was therefore 228,836,000 acres or 34 per cent of 
the total. It, however, lands sow’ii more than once during the 
year are taken as .sepai-ate areas for each crop, the gross areas sowui 
in l!t31-32 ainount(‘d to 2t)2,901,000 acres. Of this aiea, food crops 
oc(.uij)ied about 216,444,000 and other (‘ro])s about 46,457,000 acres. 
Among tlic food crops, food grains — cereals and ])ulses — covered 
as nnndi as 205,014,000 acres or about 78 per cent of the total 
ai’ea sown, and other food crops (including sugar, condiments and 
spices, fruits and vegetables and miscellaneous food crops) vSome 

11.430.000 acres t)r 4 ])er cent of the total, ^^y far the most 
important of tlie food grain crops was rice, covering 81,288,000 
acres, the figures for the prim ipal millets (jinir, hajra and rn(/l) 
and for wdieat — second in extent to rice — being 39,422,000 and 

25.320.000 acres lespectively. Of the 46,457,000 acres under non- 
food crops, fibres such as cotton, jute and hemp occupied 17,018,000 
acres or about 7 ])er cent of the total area ^own. Oilseeds 
occu])ied 15,882,000 acres or 6 per cent and the remainder — con- 
sisting chiefly of dyes and tanning materials, tobacco, tea, coffee, 
opium and fodder crops — about 13,557,000 acres or a little over 
5 per cent of the total. 

* Tlie statistics given in the account of agricultural administration relate 
generally to the year 1931-32, but where the year 1930-31 is specified it 
means that that is the latest period for which detailed information is 
available. 


( 90 ) 



91 


For many years now the provim ial a f»ij cultural departmejits 
have made sustained ehorts to evolve improved strains of the 
various crops grown in India and have succeeded in producing many 
varieties of better quality or of higher yield or more suitable tf> 
local conditions or more resistant to disease. This work was 
continued during the year under review and particular developments 
will be mentioned in the brief descrij>tion of the various crops that 
follows. 

The most important crop groAvn in India is rice Avhicli in Rioet 
lJh'?l-'12 occupied an area of 84 million acres. The chief rice- 
growing ])rovinces are llengal, Bihar and Orissa, Burma and 
Madras, the area of cultivation respectively being 22*1, 14*1, 12*5 
and 11*5 million acres. Bice is of course the staple food of most 
the ])cople of the country. With an estimated yjroduction of rTl 
jiilllion tons, India ex])orted only 2*4 million tons and of this 
fH) per (*ent came from Burma, which ordinaiily requires only oO 
])er cent of its rice crop for local consumption. India exclusive 
of lluriiia actually produces less rice than she (‘onsumes. The 
latest returns indicate that about l,2G0.t)0() acres of jice-growing 
land througliout tin* ( ountry are now soAvn with im])roved varieties. 

In l^eijgal wliich has 77 per cent of its total cultivated area under 
ri(*e. tile ar(*a under juire strains evolved by the depart ment is now 
estimated at 22*1, 000 acres. The demand for Governmeut varieties 
of seed received a great im])etus when last year a practical demon- 
stration was given of their resistance to the disease scleiotivm 
orijzif , Ironi which local paddies suffer heavily in noithern 
Bengal, A number of j)romising strains were isolated during the 
year under report. In Madras improved strains are now estimated 
to oc(‘upy an area of 292,478 acres. In Burma attention is con- 
centrated on improving the ty])es suitable for export. In the 
Central Provinces the at tual area under improved strains has now 
reached over 255,000 acres. In Bombay the question of early 
transplantation in the Sind area is being successfully tackled, for 
wdtli the o])ening of the Sukkiir Barrage canal systems irrigation 
\vater will be available at least two months earlier than at present. 

In some of the Indian Universities interesting and valuable work 
on the physiology of the rice plant is in progress. With a view 
to co-ordinating tlie experimental work on rice already in progre.ss 
throughout the country, the Imperial Couneil of Agricultural 
Eesearch has devised a scheme of provincial research under which 
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Millets. 


Wheat. 


all species isolated will be fully described, luaiiitained and made 
available to all parts of India and Jkirina; selected types will be 
intej'cliaiiged and a botanical and agricultural survey made of local 
rices in each province. The scheme, which applies to 95 ])er cent 
of the rice-groNN iiig area and ])rovides for a chain of research 
stations with suitable sub-stations for s])ecial tracts, came into 
operation, exi'ept in Assam, during ilie year under i*evieA\. Its 
cost is estimated at over Its. 11 lakb->, oi which the Ini])erial 
Council of Agricultural IJeseandi will contribute* Its. 9 lakhs 
and the lMnj)in* Markt^t ing- Hoard the remainder. The conlidbii- 
tion fFoin the Kni])ire Maik(*ting‘ Hoard is designed to cover half 
the cost of re'^earch in the two ex[)orting j)r()viji(e> ol Burma and 
Bengal. 

The tliiee major millets, 7 ^ 0 //, hfijin and /v////, together 

oc(;u])ied over inillioii acres during tin* y(*ar undei' leporl. 
lentil rec(*n 1 \ears com])arat ively little attentioTi was paid to millets 
by proN incial agricultural departments, but the importance of 
impro\ing tin* (jualit;\ and yield of these crops is now' widely 
recognized ajid iti tw'o ])rovinces, ^fadtas and the Punjab, there are 
specialists who devote their whole attention to millet^. Tlie most 
im])mtant millet is ./h/nr, growm on some 84 million acies, the 
g’lain ot which constitutes the sta|)le food of the agricultural 
population ot the southern half of India and T^])per Burma, wdiile 
the straw* Is wddely used as cattle iodd<*r. In the Bom hay Presi- 
dency the depart raenPa strains are winning ])o])ularily among 
cultivators. In Madras three vstrains have heen introduced wdiicli, 
even in an unfavourable season like that of 1980-81. xiebled 20 
per cent more grain than the village seed. In the ('entral Prov- 
incPvS the area under the high-yielding lo(‘nl types recommended 
by the department is estimated to have reached 158,000 acres. 
Breeding wmrk on bajra, which is giowii on over 15 million acres, 
is in progress in Bombay, the Central Provinces, the Punjab and 
Madras and a number of improved strains have been evolved. 

With an acreage of about 84 millions, the production of wheat 
during the year was estimated at 9,026,000 tons. The area under 
improved strains is now more than 5 million acres of which some 
2\ million acres lie in the Punjab, where 31 per cent of the total 
acreage under wheat is situated. Improved varieties have also 
been extensively adopted by wheat gi’owers in the United Prov- 
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inces, the second largest wheat-growing trad in India, the Central 
Provinces and Bihar and Orissa. In Sind the ag'ricultural depart- 
naent is concentrating on iuJ 2 )roving the quality of wheats grown 
ill the area served liy Ihe Lloyd Barrage canal systems. 

I’ood (M-ojis <‘JasN(*(l as ])iilses have a ])e(*uliar importance in 
Indian agriiuiltnre in that they form an essential feature of rota- 
tion in most jiarts of ihe country. They are mainly gram, arhar, 
lentils, ])eas and Leans. Tlie largest pulse cro]) i'^ grain, lhe 
area under cultivation in 1981-'12 licing ahout IT million acres. 
Resear(*h u ork on gram has been in jirogress for many years and 
some of ihe (S4 distinct ty])es classified have received wide recogni- 
tion in ihe jirincipal gram-growing provinces. Much damage is 
done to the gram cro]> in certain ])arts of the Punjab, ]>art icularly 
in the north, by a blight caused by the fungus mysrospheaerella 
jiinodes. Scientific investigat ions carried out during the la>T six 
years have shown that the disease is carried through seed, that 
treatment of seed with a disinfectant is not coTn])lete]y effect ive 
and that the ])rovisi(»n of fresh and uninfected seed trom another 
locality tiom di^(‘a'^e is tiH‘ only sure method of (‘ontrol. In 

Burma the discovery of a variety of gram immune to wilt has 
raised the area under this crop from 07,000 acres in 1928-24 to 

200.000 acres in the year under review. Breeding work in the 
Central Provinces has yielded a wilt-resistant type which will lie 
utilised as a jiaient to impart resistance to other strains. Improved 
varieties of ])eas and lentils have also been isolated in certain 
provinces ami further useful results are expected from the work 
'itill in progress. 

Of the non-food crops cotton is the most important. During Cotton 
the year under review a further decline in the area under cotton 
was recorded. From 27,053,000 acres in 1928-29 it fell to 

25.922.000 acres in 1929-30, to 23,812,000 acres in 1930-31 and to 

23.722.000 acres in 1931-32. This gradual decline has been due 
mainly to the fall in prices. The area under improved varieties 
of cotton during 1930-31 was 3,810,000 acres. The most important 
development of recent years has been the success attained by a new 
type of cotton known as Verum 262 which has prove3 suitable for 
laige stretches of the cotton-growing tracts of the Central Provinces 
and Berar. If is wilt-resistant and far superior in staple to exist- 
ing provincial types. Under a scheme for organized marketing 
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initiated by th(‘ loeal departiiiont ot agri(nilture with the financial 
help ol the Indian Central Cotton Committee, about 11,000 bales 
of (his new (‘olton were handled during the year, the gross proceeds 
amounting to ICs. 1.1^ lakhs. Verimi 2(k2 is however unsuitable 
for certain ])arts of the ])rovince where the rains an' unusually 
})rolonged or (here are early frosts, but with the isolation during 
the year under review of two new wilt-resistant strains of Verum 
called Early and Tiate, the department is in a ])osition to meet the 
requirements of all the cotton-growing tracts of tlu' province. In 
Madras, where im})roved varieties already occupy ovtu' d00,000 
acre's, atTem])ts are l)eing luade by means of hybridisation to obtain 
still more suitable types. In the Punjab the area under im])roved 
strains during lOdO-31 amounted to 1,450,200 acres or more than 
58 per cent of the total acreage under colton. Attc'inpts are being 
made in the ])rovince to evolve a strain abb' to withstand the 
cofiditicn> that cau>se the |)eriodic failures of the' Pun jab-Aniericain 
cotton crop, while in the United Provinces a spc'clal investigation 
into the ])roblcm of controlling the de})redations of the pink boll- 
worm has now’ Ix'en successfully concluded and the value of heat 
treatment of the seed demonstrated on an area of 27,000 acres. In 
Bombay, 410,290 acres were laid dowm in 1900-01 wuth seed pro- 
duced by the department, and the total area under ijiiproved 
varielies is now estimated at over one million acres. Eesearch in 
cotton In partly tinanc'ed by the provincial departments of agri- 
culture and partly by the Indiaii Oentral Totton Committee; the 
lattei lias spent, over Ps. 40 lakhs during the eight years ending 
wuth PtOO-01. Of this amount over Ils. 14 lakhs represent the 
expenditure incurred on technological research, wdiile about Rs. 24 
lakhs ha\e lu'C'ii spent on agricultural researc'h. The latter sum 
includes some Es. 14 lakhs allotted to the various schemes financed 
by the Committee in the ])rovinces and Indian States, the balance 
being the cost of the Institute of Plant Industry at Indore where 
cotton research is in ])rogress. Of immedliite importance to the 
Indian mill industry is the series of s])inning tests begun at the 
Committee's laboratory in Bombay on Indian staple cottons combed 
to different degrees. With the increasing demand by Indian mills 
for staple cottons for spinning finer counts of yarn, much of which 
is imported, the results of these tests should be of great value. 

The trade slump and the collapse of agricultural prices have 
affected the acreage under jute, second only to cotton among non- 
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food crops. The urea under jute, the cultivation of which is 
confined to north-east India, was estimated at o, 492, 000 acres in 
19r40, but in the following year fell to 1,802,000 acres, a reduction 
of 47 i^er cent. The yield of 5,542,000 bales represenied a diminu- 
tion of 51 per cent, but the jute trade would luive welcomed a 
still smaller ouiput. The ac reage put down in 1982, despite vigor- 
ous propag'anda for furtlier restriction of sowings, showed an 
increase of 87,000 acres. Even at the piesent low level of prices 
the eyport trade in raw jute and jute manufactures was valued at 
Rs. 88,11 lakhs in lfl“)l-82, amounting* to 20 per cent of tlie total 
exports of mercliandise. Xearly 88 per (‘eiit of the area under jute 
is in Rengal, wlierc in 1980-81 the departmental strains occupied 
1,081,500 acres or 84 per cent of tlie total area under the crop in 
the province. 

Anotlier impoitant Indian fibre is sann-hemp. On an average Hemp* 
000,000 acres are giown with saiin-liemp, of which about 200,000 
acres are in tlie Fnited Provinces and over 100,000 acres each in 
the Madras and Bonil)ny Presidencies and the Central Provinces. 

During the c|uin(|uenniuin 1924-29 India exported on an average 
555,55il c*uts. of lieni]) valued ai Rs. 1,17 lakhs, but tbe export 
Trade lias since sufrcied from tbe com]>etitioti of otlier countries and 
during 1981-82 only 224,000 cwts. of hemp valued at Rs. 26*9 
laklis wc‘re ox]>orted. If Indian liemp is to hold its own in foreign 
markets against the cheaper Russian supplies, tlie methods of 
leiting and ])reparing the fibre for market must be carefully re- 
Aiewed. The recommendations made in tin's liehalf by an officer 
appoinlcMl to study and report on tbe conditions under wbicb beinj) 
is Tnarketed in India are now being examined by the Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Research. 

AVitli an area of over a million acres cTojiped with tobacco. Tobacco. 
India })rocluce3 normally some 600,000 tons of dry leaf or about 
90 per cent of the total cjuaiitity grown in tbe British Empire. 

In spite of her ])re-eminent position among tobacco-growing coun- 
tries, India\s share in the international trade in this commoditv 
is relatively small though worth Rs. 85 J lakhs in 1981-82. The 
reason is that with the exception of the cigar industry in south 
India, the indigenous types of tobacco are mostly suitable only 
for local consiiiu])tion. Tlie leaves are generally cured on the 
ground and in the open and the product is coarse and strong in 
quality. The ever-increavsing demand for a lighter tobacco asso- 
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(‘iated with llie ra])i(l extension of (‘i^*ai‘et1e smoking lias (liKM-teJ 
aitentioii towards ini])rnveirioiits lioili in tlio ])lani and in the 
methods of curing, and yery fruitful work in this direct ion lias 
been done at tlie Imperial Institute of Ao*ri(‘iiltiiral Ilesoaiili at 
Piisa, in Bihar and Orissa. It has been denionsi rated thai the 
well-known American ci^aretle tobacco Adcock can be o*rown ^nc- 
cessfiilly in various parts of India and that leaf of the ri<j:ht 
quality can be obtained by flue-(‘nrino-, witli the r(‘snli rliat 
many flue-curiniif barns are now at work in north Bihar, tlie Fnited 
ProviiK-es and Madras. Kx])eriinents on similar lines are also in 
pro^ness in Benoa] udiere the cultivation of cio-aiette tobacco^; is 
spreadino*. As regards the improvement of cip*ar tobacco. (‘Xjieri- 
ments are in propn-ess in Madras, Ben^-al and Burma. I'xfdie 
varieties such as Sumatra, Manilla, Yuita and Pennsylvat' ia are 
beinp- tested and the results already olitained arc enconraj.iiicj . 

Despite the fact that the area of ?,97?.n00 acres planted with 
suG’arcane duiino* the year under review rejiresents about 2' per 
cent of the total su^nircane a(*rea^‘e of the world, India has hitherto 
depended mainly on other countries for Inn* re(juir(‘nient< <d white 
su^ar. This is so because the ]>ulk of the estimated yield of 
n. 970, 000 tons is qur fi'aw' sutraid and is consumed as such. Dnrinpr 
1901-02 only 158,581 tons of wdiite supar w’ere manufactured in 
central factories: another 120,15)9 tons wer(‘ produced from fjur in 
modern refineries. Durinp- the financial year 1901-02 India im- 
ported 515,000 tons of wdiife su^^ar at a cost of nearly Es. 0 r rores. 
However, the prospects of India meet inn- Imr requirements of 
white su^ar to a larger extent are imy)rovin^. The more efficient 
canes evolved by the provincial afjrricultural departments are 
rapidly coniinp: into cultivation: the efficiency of sun-ar factories 
steadily improves: the enhancement of the duty on imported sii^ar 
and its conversion into a protective duty for a fixed period is 
attracting fresh capital into the industry: and the various schemes 
of research promoted by the Imperial Council of Apricultural 
Eesearch are expected to pfix-e results which when adopted by both* 
aprriculturists and manufacturers should reduce the present hip^h 
cost of production. The area soxvn xvith improved varieties of 
sugarcane continues to increase. In 1924-25 it was 75,800 acres, 
in 1927-28, 268,700 acres, and in 1981-82, 1,172,000 acres or 89 
per cent of the total cane area. Tn the TTnifed Provinces where 
half the total acreage under sugarcane and nearly lialf the total 
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nimilxir of sugar factories are situated, the area under improved 
varieties lias increased in two years from 140,000 to 679,000 acres, 
repiesenting 45 per cent of the total area under sugarcane in the 
province. The spread in this province of improved types of cane, 
mainly Ooimhatore seedlings, rejiresenls a remarkahle achieve- 
mcht on tin* pari ol the department. In the adjoining province of 
ihLar and Orissa im])i()\ed varieties now occupy dO per cenl of 
the provincial acreage under rane. The impi'ovcd vaiiidies wiiu h 
ha\<^ pioved so acceptai)ie to tlie Indian cultivator wore almost all 
rued at tlie Imperial cane-breeding station at Coimbatore in the 
.Madia-^ Presidency and still l>etter varieties are lieing produced. 
ln\ cs| igat ions at Pusa into the mosaic disease of sugari'ane pro- 
mi‘M- useful lesults. 

tdops classed as oilseeds, riz., lin^^eed, rape and mustard, Oilseeds, 
sesamiiin, castor and groundnut, occupied 22 million acres during 
the }ear under review. Pxports ol oilseeds have giadually declined 
in i(M*ent years, but this lias been to some extent compen- 
sated by tlie growth of the indigenous crushing industry. The 
cult’ vat ion oi groundnut has made rapid strides during the last 
de< ad<‘. While in Pl22-2d the area so cultivated was estimated at 
only 2‘*i million acres, it was no less than 5*5 million acre^ during 
the vcar under review, the hugest e\])an>ion lieing in Madras and 
]h>uti>a\ where the acreage is 2’6 and 1*5 million^ resjieci 1 vely. 

'.riii" lia^ bemi made possible largely hy the introduction of s])e(;ial 
vaiieTi(‘s wliicli lualure (‘arly and are i-C'iiNtant to di'>ease and iiave 
proved a most Naluable rotation ci'op with cotton in Gujerat, 

Kaii.aiak, Khandesli and Herar and Avitli s(‘vsamum in Purina. The 
])inb]<'m oi reducing* tin* cost ()t lifting groundnut from the soil 
lia< aPo been solvt'd in Porar by the introduction of a special plough 
w!r< b (‘ft'ects a saving of Ps. 5 ])pr acre in harvesting cost. 

lh‘seaivhes into the chemical, physical and biological properties Investigation 
oi d liferent soils have been in progress for some time. Apart from 
mechanical and chemical analysis, investigations are being made 
into colloids, soil acidity, the influence on plant growth of the rarer 
chenucal constituenls found in soils, the problem of exchangeable 
bases, the reclamation of saline lands and the effect of perennial 
irrigation on soils. In eonnection with the last mentioned subject, 
work was recently begun at Pusa on the characteristics of the 
kalar ’ soil from Sind where extensive aieas have recently been 
put inider perennial irrigation. 
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A great deal of attention lias also been paid in recent years to 
manures and fertilizers, including experiments to determine tbe 
specific needs of different crops and soils and the introduction of 
improved manurial treatment into agricultural practice. Inten- 
sive propaganda is being carried on in most provinces for the proper 
collection and preservation of farmyard manure, but tliis demands 
the provision of alternative sources of fuel as well as the more 
general practice of some form of mixed farming. Practical 
methods at present empliasized by ])rovincial agricultural depart- 
ments are green-manuring and tbe preparation of composts from 
weeds and crop residues. The use of oil-cakes is also being 
encouraged for moie valuable crops. The difficulties in tbe way 
of utilizing as manure the bones which are now exported or left 
unused are mainly tbe strong prejudice of cultivators and tlndr 
inability to obtain a finely crushed material with the means 
at their dispOvsal. Prejudice can only be overcome slowly and 
this is ])eiiig acliicved to some extent l>y practical demon, st ratio7i . 
The second ditficulty, tliat ol pro(lu(‘iiig an easily ])iil\ erizal)le 
material from (lie crude bone, is l^eing studied at the request of 
the Fertilizers Committee of the Imperial Council of Agi’icultura) 
Eesearch at more than one institution. Trials are Ixo’ng itiude at 
Pusa with sim]>le and chea}) chemical agents which will soften the 
bones so that they can be readily cruslied on tlie farm l)y tlie ryot 
himself. The Council also announced two prizes of Rs. 3,500 each 
for bone crusliers worked one by bullock power and anolber by 
engine power. Considerable evidence lias been accumulated in 
recent years of the value of artificial fertilizers, particularly am- 
monium sulphate and tbe ammonium pbos2)bate types, but tbe 
collapse of agricultural pri('es lias rendered ilieir nse uneeonomical 
for the time ]>eing in the case of the principal staj)le cro])s. 

The slnmj) has also retarded the introduction of iin])rov(Ml 
implements in some provinces. The nimiher of implements Sfdd in 
British India as a whole from tJie depots of the agricultural depart- 
ments amounted to 49,908 in 1930-31 a.s against 53,471 in tlie 
previous year. Though as usual ])loughs achieved the largest sale, 
the number jmrehavsed being 25 . 513 , the most noteworthy develop- 
ment of the depression period has been the increased demand for 
cane mills and fodder cutters in tbe Punjab. The sale of these 
implements in that province in 1928-29 totalled 915 and 7,142 
respectively; tbe corresponding figures for 1930-31 were 4,990 and 
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12,570. Sales by the department however by no means cover the 
total number of improved implements introduced into agricultural 
practice, for in most provinces a large part of the supply has now 
been taken over by private enterprise ; the purchases effected 
through the department largely represent only the firvst introduc- 
tion of improved types into new areas. The number of spare ])arls 
sold, totalling 21,129, is a satisfactory indication that the im])le- 
ments previomsl}'' purchased are being kept in use. Attention is 
being devoted to the evolution of new designs as well as to the im- 
provement of types already in use. The inventions of the year 
included a seed-drill in Bombay, improved winnowers in three })ro- 
viiuies, improved bullock hoes and groundnut decorlicaiors in the 
Central Provinces, and a new cotton ridger at the Indore Institute 
of Plant Industry. Other branches of agricultural engineering in 
which the provincial agricultural departments are interesting 
themselves are the utilization of underground water supplies and 
the impro\ eineiit of lift irrigation. Il is Ovstimated that u]) to date 
the United Provinces agri(;ultural department has imieaNed tlie 
controllable water supply to the extent of affording protection to 
some 250,000 acres of lurid. Steady pu’ogress is being made in the 
installation of oil engines and centrifugal jininps lor lifting water; 
ill the United Provinces 248 power-worked tuhe-well installations 
have been laid down by the local agricultural department, while in 
Madras 85 pumping plants have been erected during the hi'^t two 
years. 

In India, to discover improved methods of agriculture is one 
thing, to introduce them is another. It is not sufficient to bring 
them to the notice of the cultivator; he must he convinced hy 
ocular demonstration, jireferably in his own village, that the 
improvement recommended is likely to give him a substantial finan- 
cial advantage by increased outturn, better quality, or in lower 
cultivation expenses. Tlie village demonstration plot has proved 
the best and quickest niethud of influencing the cultivator. In the 
last few y(un’s th<‘ jiolicy of concentrat ing demonstration plots in a 
small area lias been adojited with gratifying results: once an 
improvement has estalilished itself in one area, however small, it is 
quickly spread abroad. Dejiartmental demonstration farms also 
play their part, and in addition there are distri(‘t or snh-divisioiial 
farms, which l)esides ])roviding the means for a certain amount of 
ex])erimental work seive as centres from which the influence of 
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the department can radiate. Work on the departmental plot or 
farm is supplemented by peripatetic demonstrations. Among* other 
subsidiary methods of demonstration are the distribution of leaflets 
written in simple language in the vernacAilar, agricultural shows, 
ploughing matches, cinema Aims and lectures illustrated by lantern 
slides. The recent innovations are tiavelling cinemas and exhibi- 
tion vans. 

The schemes ioi- an xVgn cultural (k)llege at Jhiliia and an 
Agricultuj al Institute at J)a('ca ]la^e Juid unfortunately to he 
])Ostponed because of financial stringency. Of the six agri(‘ul- 
tural colleges ol nuiversity standard, at Coimbatore, Poona, Cawn- 
pore, jAall])ur, Nagpur and Mandalay, all except the last men- 
tioned are affiliated to provincial universities. The lupnber of 
students ajijilyiiig for admission to these colleges has decreased 
somewhat during the last year or two, owing to there being fewer 
posts available for graduates in agriculture, but there ai'c still 
more applicniits than can he accommodated. One hundred and 
sixty-five students qualified for either a university degree or a 
college diploma iji the evaminutions held in IT-H. Seven students 
coni])leied tlieir jiost-graduate course at the Tmjierial Institute of 
Agricultural Hesoarch, Pusa. and live students a similar course 
at tlie Jnijierial Institute of Animal lTusl)andry and Dairying, 
Iiangalon\ ^ITie question of reorganizing the Pusa Institute as 
a post-graduate training centre rc'cinved consideralde attention 
during the yiAU- under re\ iew, and as a r(‘sult. of the recommen- 
dations Jiiade the Imperial Council of A^i iculi oral Itesearch it 
is projiosed to establivsli provincial connnittees tor the selection 
of students. Three educational schools of the vocational type in 
I 5 oinbay weie closed as a in(*asur(‘ ol ndreiichinent . dTiere aie now 
seven schools lett ot the vocational ty]>e, of which three are in 
Pomhay, tuo in the United Provinces and one each in Madras 
and Bengal. In the United ProviiH*es, where there is a definite 
demand for vocational education, a school witli a farm of 05 acres 
attached has been started at Ghazipur by private subscription. 

Reference has b(‘en made in the preceding pages to the activi- 
ties of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research established 
in 1929 to foster agricultural and veterinary research on an 
all-India basis. The Mysore State joined the Council as a consti- 
tuent State during the year under review and the Baroda State 
has joined since the close of the year. Most of the CounciPs funds 
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eoine trcuii 1]»e Govoriiiiioiit of India and iis work has therefore 
been h*dndicapj)ed during* the yeai* iiiidei' review ]>y ret renchiueJit . 
Keverthfdess, the (/oujieil has been able to budget for an expendi- 
ture during* of about Ks. 9 lakhs on vai‘if)iis re^eareii 

scheme's. Of these, schemes for the encouiaii('ment of sugarcane 
(Uiltivaiion and sugar mannfa(‘ture will cost IN. 2,08,000, measures 
for control of locusts IN. I,2vb000, and the cn-ord ina1 ed scheme 
for ric,e resi*ar(‘]i already meniioned Its. 2,db.0r)0. Tlie Coumu'l is 
also subsidising resea rcli at five universities. As was mentioned 
last yeai*. the (fiiumdl immediately alter its establishment apyioint- 
ed a committee to consider means of a^^isting the Indian sugar 
industry. One of the committee’s most im]>oiiant recomitienda- 
lions was that, the Government of India should be asked to institute 
an eiKjuiry through the Tariff Hoard into tlie ci nest ion whether the 
Indian industry should be granted ]>rot ection ; and following the 
Tarilf Hoard’s rec.ommendat ions the Sugar Industry (Protection) 
Act Avas passc^d during the budget session of 19d2. This is ])erhaps 
the nirist outstanding single achieA^ement of the Oouncil during itvS 
short life of three years. The Ooiincil has also recommended the 
establishment of ru'w sugarcane research stations which, together 
AA'ith those already in existence in Bihar and Orissa, Bombay and 
Bengal, Avill helj) to complete the scheme for a chain of testing 
stations throughout the Indian sugar belt. The committee’s recom- 
mendation that the cost of the produ(*tioii of sugarcane should be 
made tlie subject of an cmpiiry has led to an arrangement with 
the Indian (Nntral Cotton Committee under Avhich the produe- 
tioii costs of both sugar and cotton Avill he inAestigated. As re- 
commended by the committee, extended tests Avere made during 
the year Avith the o]>en pan processes of sugar manufacture. In 
Au'ew of the importance and usefulness of the results, it is proposed 
to carry out a more intensiAe iiiA’est igation , embodying certain 
alterations and improA^'ements that suggested themselves during the 
tests. The measures taken against the locust iiiAasion during the 
year, AAdiich Avas definitely milder than in the preAu’ous year, were 
greatly facilitated by the warnings broadcasted by the Central 
Locust Bureau maintained by the Council. As a result of the 
recommendations of the Locust Committee, research into the life- 
history of the desert locust has been organized at two centres, 
Lyallpnr and Quetta, with a desert suh-staiion and observation 
posts in south Baluchistan. Arrangements have also been made 
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to obtain help in the studies of this pest from universities in 
northern India. Th? (j[iiestion of making' better use of oilseeds 
is as we have seen of great importanee to Indian agriinilture in 
regard to both the lietter feeding of Indian eattle and tlie provi- 
sion of fertilizers, and ihe Council has appointed a committee to 
consider the development of the Indian oilseed ('rushing industiT. 
Veterinary The veterinary dejiartmcnts like oiiier departmenis suffered 

Department. retrenchment during the 3^ear and Ihe ex])ansion of j)rovin- 

cial veterinary services recommeiuh^J ]>y the Uoval (k)niiii ission on 
Research. Agi'iculture had for the time !)eing to be stopped. Kesear(‘h work 
howevei' was org*anized on a more efficient basis and this should 
fac'ilitate expansion when finances improve. In addition, with a 
view to organizing svslcMuafic field investigation of local diseavse 
conditions, funds were granted by the Im})?rial CouiK'il of Agri- 
c.ultui'id Kesearch for the (‘m])lovnient of a sj)ecially trained 
veterinarv invi'stigation oflicer in ea(‘h major j)rovince and State 
afliliated to th? Council. These officers should in time provide 
more ])recise infoi'ination of a great variety of diseases, the investi- 
gation of W'hicdi ha.s noi hitherto bt‘en possible ownng to lack 
of specially trained slaff. Kxjieriments at the fzatnagar station 
during the last two 3'ears, (‘onducted wnth a view’ to cheapening the 
cost of producing th(‘ serum msed for inoculation against rinderpest, 
are ])roving successful. This is an important matter; during the 
year under review’, for exam])le, when a fresh wave of infection 
passed ovei* extensile areas of th(^ countrv, control of the tliseas? 
was considerably handicap])ed hy th(» high price of serum. Various 
methods of vaccination practised in other countries have been 
under investigation at the Muktesar Institute, but the results so 
far obtained do not iudi(*ate that any of these methods is likely 
to prove satisfaetorv for dealing wnth the disease under (‘ondiiions 
obtaining in India. Experiments with another method evolved 
Iw research in India, that of vaccination with the goaf virus, have 
met with encouraging results and may jiroduce a cheap and satis- 
factory snhstitiite for the more ?x])onsive serum now’ in nse. 

Steps were also taken hy the Tni])erial Council of Agricultural 
Research during the period under review to draft an all-India 
bill for the control of <^.ontagious diseases, and provincial Govern- 
ments were approach (^d wdth definite proposals for adopting 
measures to improve the geueral standard of education and techni- 
cal training at veterinary colleges thronghont India. 
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Tho of eoiiiagious disease of all kinds sliovved an Incidence of 

appreciable fall in 1930-dl, the bdesi ])(‘riod ior \\hieli <l^daile<l 
statistics are available, as compared with tlic pi-evions year. On 
the oilier hand the total number of eases treated increased by 
400,000 to n, 800, 000. Evidence is not wanting that the depait- 
menths activities are being more a])])reciated as they become better 
understood. Proven t.ive inocailations were carried out on tho usual 
immense scale and totalled ],548,98t?. Eigures for the various 
diseases were as follows: rinder[)esl cS89,8f)l, Imunoirliagic se]>ti- 
(unmia 5^15,495, hlack-quai'ter ld4,P»2, anthrax (S,(llt9, other niinoi 
diseases l,d70. 

The incidence of and mortality from rinder])est had fallen con- 
siderably in the year 199)0-^1 as compared witli the pi'.'vious year. 

Ihiring the early ])art of the yeai* under review liowever there 
was a general recrudescence of tin* disease tln-ougliout the greater 
])art of south ern and central India. In the Punjab, the IVorth- 
Wesi Erontier Province, Paluchistan and Purina, (‘aiile mortality 
was due iu the main to other diseases of which hicmorrlmgic 
se])ti(nc‘mia , hlack-cjuarler, anthrax and foot-imd-moiith disease* 
were the most important. In 19'30-'U luemorrhagic st‘|)1 iciemia 
was responsible for 40 per cent of the total mortality in tlie 
Punjab, whein the disease apyiears to he inci easing with the ex- 
liaiision of water-logged areas result ing from extended irrigation. 

The same remark a|)])lles to disease caused by entozoal parasites 
and a jiroposal of the Tnijierial Council of Agricultural Researcli 
to finance a scheme for the more intensive study of the causes 
and the* best methods of dealing with parasitic disease in water- 
logged areas is now under consideration. In Burma the incidence 
of rinderpest was considerably less, but foot-and-moutb disease was 
widespread and was responsible for a bigb rate of sickness and 
moT tality . 

The treatment of surra in equinos and camels by intravenous 
injections of suitable doses of maganol was carried out on a large 
scale, particularly in the Punjab, and is already proving a great 
boon to owners in areas subject to periodical flooding where con- 
ditions favour the syiread of the disease. 

Cattle-breeding, one of the most important branches of animal Live-stock 
husbandry, lias also suffered from the prevailing depression, for breeding, 
there has been considerably less demand for the stud bulls specially 
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maintained on (xovernnient farms. This unfortunately is not 
merely a ieniporary handicap, for the use of inferior bulls for 
breeding* piir])oses undoes ilie ojganized work already accomj)lished 
to im])r()ve li\e-si()ck straijis. The breeding of caltle for draught 
continues to be the main interest ol cultivators throughout the 
country but intert‘>t in the improvement ot cows foi* dairy j)urposes 
is increasing and the demand for suitable bulls in certain areas 
has been gi*eatei* than could ))e met. This is an encouraging 
feature l)e(*ause in tlie a])S(Mn*(‘ (d u loc al market for l)eef ihe success- 
ful d(‘\ el()])iiMMit of liN (‘-stock industry in India as a business must 
dejieiid \eiy largely on the (h‘veloj)meul of a rural dairy industry. 
Ex])erimeuts carried out on military dairy farms suggest that 
W'ith pio})er devtdo]>ment th(‘r(‘ is no reason why suitable* pure-bred 
Indian mileh cattle sh(mld not v(‘rv soon be graded uy> by selection 
so as to compete faxonralily witli import(‘d and cross-brcMl cattle, 
respectively expensive and susceptible to disease. In spite of the 
imperative need of economy some progress was made durinti* ihe 
year, notably in the Punjab, with cattle-breeding and with experi- 
ments to im])rove the sti*aiiis of slieep, horses, (lonk(*vs. canuds, 
goats and poultry. 

During the ])eriod und(‘r review the new’ veterinary college at 
Pafna w^as completed and the first liatch oi students admitted 
in July P)'>1. The tioverumeut of Pillar and Orissa thereu])on 
withdrew’ tJieir .>tudenls from tlie llengal Veterinary College, hut 
this did not seriouslv aJect tin* demand for admission fo that 
college which has been steadily increasing for years. In the 
Madras Veterinary College an im])roved curriculum was introduced 
during ]9f‘U) in accordance with the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission on Agriculture. It is hoped that following a pro- 
posal of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research a general 
revision of the curricula of all vet eriuai v colleges w’ill he under- 
taken in the near future by a committee of experts. Valuable 
post-graduate and refresher courses were held at the Imperial 
Institute of Veterinary Research, Muktesar, and the latter courses 
have now’ been thrown open to offic’.ers of the provincial services. 

Dictates of economy also interfered considerably with the pro- 
gress of scientific research info dairying practice during the year. 
Certain investigations w’ere however carried out regarding long 
distance transport of milk for city supply, the manufacture of 
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<‘heddar clieese by means of a purely vegetable coagulant, the 
neutralization of vSour cream for butter making, and the pasteurisa- 
tion ot milk by various types of machines. The Central llureau 
of Animal [Tnsbandry niaintained its propaganda work and sup- 
plied dairying films to variou.s institutions. 

I'seful worlv was also done by the physiological cljcmi^t in the 
investigation of nulritifin |jroblem8, one of the most important 
asjiects oi' animal iiiisbaudry in India. A proposal to establish 
a huger niilJition inslitule for tin* wboh' of India wa-- examined 
hy ili(‘ lmj)eiial Coimeil fd Agin nil nial Ikesenreh bnt had to be 
indetinitely ])os1j)om‘d heeaiise of linaneial stringemw. 

The range and iiiipoi tam-e ot the j)rohlem.> eonneeted with the ForesU. 
administration of lndia\ vast forc^sl area have been discussed at 
lengtli in jiia^v ions r(»])()its and it is sufficient to preface our review^ 
for 19*31-32 by emphasizing that the essential problem consists in 
maintaining a balance ht'tween j)reservation and exploitation. If 
grave and [uobahly irreparable datnage is to he avoided, the extent 
ol new' planting and ot maintenance must he at least proportionate 
to fellings and other s[)olialion. Ih’optu’ conservation has a far- 
reaching value in the sen^e I hat for(‘''K liave an acknow ledge!] 
infimmee on tin* character of the climate, the extent and distribu- 
tion of I’aiiifall, and llie de])t]i and (juality of the soil; and it 
has a mort‘ inimediati* jiurpos!* in serving to maintain the source 
ol r('vt*nue j)rovide(l by the sah* ot foiest products, wdiich in addi- 
tion to tinil)crs include subsidiary j>roducis such as bamboo, lac, 
tanning materials, oils, tur])entin(‘ aud rosin. In the year 1929-30 
the net j)rofit derived from tlie country’s forests w'as as much as 
T^s. 2*00 crores. This head of revenue ho^^ever did not escape the 
effects of tlie slump in trade. In 1930-31 the net profit fell hv 
slig'litly more than one-lialf and in the year under revhew', in 
spite of rigid economy, was only Its. 9o’32 lakhs. Of this sura, 

Ils. 44 lakhs was earned by llurnia, a notable achievement in view' 
of the difficulties of foiest work in Low'er Burma during the rebel- 
lion and the heavy fall in the ])riee of teak, Burma's chief forest 
commodity, from Bs. 80 ]>er ton in 1930-31 to Rs. 47 in 1931-32. 

The revenue derived from the forests is of course hy no means 
uniform, for very large tracts are either completely inaccessible 
or of such poor quality that they can never yield any cash profit. 
Moreover, extensive free rights are enjoyed by right -liolders and 
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forest villagers in Imilding-tinilier, fuel, grazing*, grass (uliing, 
bamboos and minor fores! ])roduce, the nominal value of which 
is J^s. 62 lakhs. These concessions ])rovide for the free grazing 
ol I‘l million head of cattle and the free distribution of 4^ million 
cubi(^ feet of tim])er and (H i million cubic feel of fuel. 

Although the forests are administereil provincially the import- 
ance of central research is obvious and was recognized in MMKi 
by the establishment of the Forest Reseaich Institute at Dohrii 
Dun. During the year under review^ the need tor et'ononi} bal 
to a considerable contraction oi reseiirch work, but all impoitant 
investigations were ])ursued and >everal new' one> begun 'I’lie 
silviculture braneli juiblished a statisti(‘al code and an ex])eri- 
mental manual; the latter sliould prove o1 great value to pro- 
vjiieial silviculturists by ensuring standardizat ion id prorodurc 
and eontinuity ot aition in exjieiDnental w*ork, tlie lack ot w’incb 
has been a great handica]) in the past. Field w'ork included tbc 
laying out of 62 iresh samj)le plots in Kulu, making a total ol 
1,627 permaneiit sample j)lots undm* oh.siU'vatuui. Anno ion-- 
expiuimeiits of a ])ractical nature were coiuIucIihI and the results 
obtained during the year w^ere ])uhlished: in particulai tiee and 
cro]) investigations in teak wejt‘ maiic in co-opciai ion with ]>]o- 
viiicial (lejiartineiits. In tlie forest botany braucli six new N])ecies 
of trees and sliriibs. mainly fiumi Durma, and a new species oi 
oil-yielding grass were isolated: tliis gras< will be cultivated at 
the Institute and the oil ])roduci analysed. In the mitomolojjiist ’s 
branch the investigation into the sandalwood "pike tlisease 
progressed, in co-operation witli provincial ioiest departments, 
to its second ])hase, that of determining whether any insect 
is capable of transmitting tlic disease. In thi^ e(uuicction tlie 
ecological survey of tlie insect fauna of tlie sandal tree w^as com- 
pleted during the year. Work in the bio-cheinist laboratories 
produced several results likely to be of commeicial value. It 
w’as found that a new^ variety of Arfenn'sin fw^ormwood) contains 
a high santonino content: and the fat from the s(*im1s ol Ynitrui 
indica, a large evergj*een tree grow ing at tlie foot of (lie Western 
Ghats, Avas sliown to form an ex(‘elleut vegetable t allow’, possess- 
ing physical and ch^^mical properties similar to those of animal 
tallow. A (iomposition prepared «at the Institute for re-condition- 
ing abrased spike holes in railway sleepers has proved successful 
and has been patented under the name of ‘‘ Fridera In the 
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CM*(Hn)iiii>*t\s branch, tests and e\|a*rinicrits desifruod to help the 
(amnnercial side of forestry (‘ovcMaal a wide nin^'-e. Tests to deter- 
111 int' the stienoth of l)aniboos, plywood, wood for tea-boxes and 
tiiiilH‘1 itu’ aeroplane ])arts were eonliniied: and at the request 
of the Xortb-AVestern Hailway inetln>ds of treat inp^ sleepers eon- 
tainiiiH s.ipw ood, iih ludin^- a new arsenic specific, were in\ esti- 
mated. In tlie j):ipe]' yni]]) ‘Section certain prrasses and wa>te flax 
fi'hrc \V 4 ‘re tivsted a'^ to tbcir '^u^lability tor pa])er nianutacdure 
and the r»‘'>ult'' jii'>tiiy bi i <jo-»c,dc e\peninent>. 1 lie prejtaratioii 
of w!a])])inm‘ paper> atid of a pnl|) suitable for the artificial silk 
indo^tix ^\a'^al<M iti \ c^t lu a t ed . 


It was (]e(‘ided imt to li<d<l a competitive examiiiat ion for !^ore§try 
recru M iiient to jli(‘ Indian l'\u-es| Service either in 19-^1 or in 
19.9‘J as no sa cat icy \\,i> liKely to occur in 193o or 1934 to which 
a su( c(‘'><ful candidate ( ou1d lu' appf)inted after undermoinn- the 
usual two years' jirol.at ioimry ti.nnino- in forestry tit the rndian 
Forc'^t Servic(» ('ollejje l^idirti Dun. This colli^ee was opened 
in Xruenduu 19‘Jd for the traininm’ of prohationrrs recruited by 
competitive examination in India, and of students de])uli‘d In 
provinces, Indian Sititt's and countries outside India. When the 
college was sfartiMl ii wtis expected tliat it would have twelve 
students in (McIi ytmr. 'lb is (*xpecttit ion was not lirjwever realized 
and tfu' number of students, both (Tovermuent probationers and 
oth(M<;, i,»'raduall\ (b‘creas(*d until the (‘lass for the 1930-32 course 
consisted of only two jirobtit ioners, T ii view of this tnid ot the 
dec’i'^iim not to recruit for the Indian Forest Service in 1931 or 
1932, it was decidt'd to cbjse down the Colley*' time beinm 

from the 1st Xovemlier 1032. The Forest Raneers' rollene at 
Dehra Dun continiKul to function and yiassed out lb trained men in 
the 1929-31 class and l!t in tlie 1930-32 class. 


Most of the pro^•illces ie])orted steady progress and develop- The 
inent durino- tlio }ear under rc'port, thoum’h tlierc is considerahle ^*^®'^**^®** 
departmental anxitdy as to the effects of lioavy retrenchment in 
fumls and peisonnel on important work such as the formation of 
yilantations to r('[)lace bdled crops, ih? proper thinnino- and tend- 
ing <*f (“'iablished youiiL>‘ woods and the upkt‘('p of forest roads and 
buildinm’'^. 13 iis anxitOy is ]>arti(*ularly marked in Durnia and 
Assam. Tu the United Rroviiu'es eonsiderahle pron-voss has been 
made in rcLi’cnuMiit ini:' riTractorv forests wli«u(' natural seedling’s 
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cannot he induced to o-row ; la})ourers have ])een introduced to take 
up farm cultivation lor a few years on condition that tree seed- 
lings are grown along with iheir farm crops. In the Punjab the 
fstahlishment of a series of i 7 'rigated forest plantations as part 
of the economic* development of the extensive new canal colonies 
is progressing satisfactorily. 

As has been explained in ])revious reports, the })rohlem of 
supplementing the prec'arioiis and uiit'ven rainfall su])])lied by tlie 
monsoons has always loomed la]‘ge in tlic^ agricultural ec'ononiy 
of India, and the manner in w1ii(*h this problem has been met is 
o!ie of the greatest achievements of Pritish administration Fifty 
years ago the extent of land iriigaied ])y (jo\(‘rnmenl woik^ was 
already lOJ million acres. 1900 this area had been almost 

doubled and ai tlie ])resent time* has h(‘(‘n trebled. During' the 
year 1900-‘»] — tlie latest period for whic'h detailed statistics are 
available — the' total aci'eagt* irrigatcal h\ (io\ c'rnmeiit vorks 
01 millions, r(*j)re''eiit ing l‘^*-7 ]M‘r cent ot the* total cultivated an*.!. 
This aci'eago it may be noted is much higher than in any other 
country in the world. The next larg-est iriigated area in any 
country is iti the United Sta1c*s of America where according to 
leccuit information it totals some ‘JO million acies. During lOOO-U 
llie total length ot the main and branch canals and distributaries 
ill use in India amount(‘d to >ome 75,000 miles and the estimated 
value of the cro])s sup])lied with water from Government works 
was Ps. 8G crores. Tlie jirovince vitli the largc'st irrigated area 
was the Punjab, where the total acreage amounted to 11,485,000; 
moreover a further 1,487,000 acres were irrigated from channels 
which, although drawing their su])plies from British canals, lie 
wholly in Indian States. Next among the provinces came the 
Madras Presidency with an irrigated area of 7,578,000 acres, 
followed by the United Provinces with 8,989,000 acres and Sind 
with 8,700,000 acres. The total capital outlay on irrigation and 
navigation woiks, including works under construction, amounted 
at the end of the year 1980-81 to Ps. 180'^ crores. The gross 
revenue was Ps. 12*09 crores and the working exjienses Ps. 5 (19 
crores, the net let urn on capital being therefoie 4*7 ])er cent. 

Two importani events in the field of irrigation occurred during 
the year. The first was the o])ening of the Idoyd Barrage by the 
A'icerov on the 18t]i January 1982. As has been explained in 
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preMoiis leports, this buriuge vvitii its bridge-way across tiie Indus 
near Sukkui is ilie central lealuie of a system which, will provide 
a perennial supply of water to an area of about 1,850,000 acres, at 
present inadequately served by inundation canals, and will also 
irrigale a liirllier 'j,(j:JO,000 acres. The seven large canals taking 
oh immediately above liie bairage were biuuglii into operation 
during the cultivation bea:5on ol 10d2. All subsidiary woik, such 
us minoi w alei -c-ourses and (aiiai structures like regulators, falls 
and bridges, is now practically complete. A soil and subsoil 
sur\ey is ijcing- earned out on l>olli banks of the Indus with a view 
to asceJtain to wlial exlcnl and in what aiea> there n danger oi 
waler-logg mg i oiiseipieni on ihe opening ol the new canals, and 
to Uesign a suitable .^y^ltmi ol diainage. Another iinpuitant sub- 
sidiary piece oi w<jrk n the i eel a ngulalion by the Suivey Depart- 
ment ol the aiea c'oiii nianded by the nt w Lanal>, which will 
eventually be (-arried down to units ol one-acre [ilols. The object 
is to secuie ilie piopei (list 1 1 Imt ion of water and laeilitate the 
collet ruet ion oi water-courses. 

►Steady jnogress was niadt* with the Sutlej X'alley^ piojecl in 
the Punjab, tlie oiliei big iirigatioii work now under eonstruction, 
the jireeise objects oi winch iiave been described in detail in pre- 
vious ie[>orts. The Siim turned (‘sliinated cost is Its. croies 

and the expenditure incurred u[) to the end ot the year llJdO-dl 
totalled Us. 20 48 crores, oi which the States oi ilikaiier and 
Bahaw'alpur have together eontribuled Us. lOdfo crores. 

The second important event oi the yt‘ar was ihe eslahlishmeiit Central 
ot a Central Uiireau ol Iirigatioii as an essential adjuiu't of 
Central Tloani ol irrigation. This oiganization salisties a want 
long felt by' irrigation ollieeis and has great [loient ialities rt.s-d-ris 
the deveiopnienl oi Indian irrigation. It ha> not hitherto been 
mentioned iii tJu'se reports and it is proposed therefore briefly to 
describe its origin, lleibre 11*20 irrigation was in many’ respects a 
central subject although its day to day administration w'as con- 
ducted liy provincial (Toverniueiits. All funds nect'^sarv lor the 
construction or extension ol major works were [irovided by the 
(lovein inenl oi India who were tlu*i(*ion‘ to all intent^ and purjioses 
ow'iiers oi the works and in most caM^s shared in tlie nweniie 
derived Irom them. Witli ihe introduction of ilie reforms in 1020, 
howtwer, iriigation liccauie a pr()\*'ncial subject and the position 
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of the Government of Jiidia (liano-ed^ broadly troiu 

owner to banker. They continued in most cases to find th(‘ money 
for large works but Ihe local Government comerjicd ])aid interest 
on the money and in return took the whole of tlie revenue 
derived from the project. The main financial res])unsibil ity thus 
passed to provincial Governments but the Ctuitral Gcnernmenl 
retained powers of superintendence, direction and (‘oniml as in the 
case of other reserved subjects. The indefinite natuK^ of these 
powers of control gave rise to some ditficiilty in the earl\ yt%r ot 
the refoiius and in tlie (’enti-al lioard of Irrigation ^as 

f^stablislied uith a view to maintaining tec hnical conta<*t bt'tw mui 
the (Vntre and tlie ])rovin(*es. As orig‘inalJ\ con^tiluted it ( n- 
sist<*d of th(' tdiief Engineer tor Irrigation froTii each ]>iMtviwe 

and the Consulting Itlngineer to tin' (xovernnHUit ot Intliii. nd 

irom amunu’ its memlxn's Nub-commit tcx's v (*r(‘ >tdectt‘d to <*\am 
a j)articular ])io]cct ot- to i<‘])oi‘t on any sjx-cific toi lmnal ^jur'^fion 
In ]iowe\ei tin* I^oyal Commis^ioii on .Vgricult \ir<* beg-aii o 

labours and iii loconinonidcd th(‘ (“>ta Id i^l'uient ot a ('‘nitr.jl 

Bureau ot Irrigation, its main functions being to act a< a clcniriiiir 
llou^e ot lecdiiiical information for pr<*vin(‘lal otlicei^ atid to keep 
hull) the ])ublic genei’ally, and irrigation otlicer> in j»ai hnilar, n 
touch with ii ligation devcdopinent , This idea wa'* develo|>(*d at a 
jueeting ot the Ccnitial Board of Jriigafion lodd in A’o\<Mnt»er Ittdd. 
It was decided tliat the* Jtoard slionid cea^^o 1<» Im* a nooi* ])am‘l 
}>roviding ]>ei\s(»iin(‘] for technical suli-comiiii t1e(‘s and should 
liecome aii aoti\e c-ommiltee mf*eting at iiiterval> ami scx'uring 
continuity of ^‘xisteuce through llie medium ot th(‘ pro])ose<l Bureau 
which with a j)f*rmanent secrcUaiy would iunctic-n as the (’om- 
mitteehs office. The Buieau <ame into lieing in May B)8I. Its 
main objects are to ensure* the fre*e exchiingc* ot i nfor rnat ion and 
experience on irrig-ation and allieel subjects b(*t ween tlie eng^ineer 
officers of the various ]>rovinces; to e-o-ordinatt* ic^search in irriga- 
tion matters tliroug-hout India and to disseminate* the rf*sulT'- 
achieved; to convene at intervals geneial (*ongress<*s at which 
selected irrigation inatteis will lx* discussed by officx^rs from various 
provin(;es ; and to establish contact wdth similar bureaiix in other 
countries with a view' to tin* exchange of ])u])lications and informa- 
tion. These objects ])ostulate among other tbingrs the mainten- 
ance of a (jomprehensive library of irrigation piil)li(*at ions, botli 
Indian and foreign. It is hf»])ed that the Bureau will establish 
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liaison between the provinces in irrigation matters, preventing, 
for example, as has happened in the past, laborious enquiry in one 
j)rovince into problems already solved in another province; that it 
will ensure that co-ordination in research which is so desirable, 
for jiraclically all the possible simpler and more obvious irriga- 
tion Hchenies Jiave already been constructed and future progrtHfia 
depends either on flie (‘onst rm t inn of new projects of ^oni- 

])lcxitv and lechnical diffictilty oi on the eitenston of 
Nystcjiis by econni!»y in tise fif water: and in general that 't 
remove that technhal i^jlutiori of the prox.me-i w?,>*h > 
ditngernus and ua'^teful. The organ i/utinn it inav ?i<4ed ha* 
lint only ilie enthusiastic sup|H»rt of irrigattotj rdfi* er*« Hit the 

financial hacking of In< al (o»vernnien*- . *1 he Huri'.tu aa-* fi' a? - e«i 

during the year by the t in-v eriinnuit o: Imi.a. 0;r a.fh 

local (iovernment ^ expres^.nig w illiiiirnt*s^ tn fnnrrihuTf ft 
"'Upjioif the IJurcau hu'^ notv achieved indejiende/if exj-jefne 
the (Vniral Mnard nf lingatnui. tht tono-nmien r oi fnrlij r-on- 
trihiiiing in ilie sanu* 'uanncr a^ ])roviiie]al ( invtu nincnt- 

])io|in>e IIMW In dtail wit], in(lu>1iy. Inda is pvinunily an Industry, 
agm-ultural cnniitjy and ilie per'entage ni lier |)t‘f>ple encraotul in 
industry is cniiiparal i\ ely sniall. Ae< oi’di ng in the i eii'^us d Ifg'il 
the ]>rnp4*itinn nf the \\nrkiu(r p<»pnlatinn engaged iii agrienltnre 
is (fh 4 pcf r(‘nt anti nf that luigag-ed in industry /exc luding tTaiis- 
]>ort wnrki tnnghly 10 per cent. it is calculated that not more 
than niuMhird of thi< 10 p,.r c-eni are ^.mpInvcM] in niganized 
industrial estahlisliments. Put thi< pn^pnrtiuu though small means 
Piat more than In millmu jieople an* engaged in some form of 
nidiistrial pursuit. For this reason India has been listed hv the 
International T;a])onr Organization a^ one nt the eight mos^ im- 
portant industrial State's ii, tlie world, and she certainly has 
industrial aspii-ations. 

The emei f^eiiee of in.lustrial problems and the nec-esshy of Report of A. 
organized measures to meef iliem was rei'o»-tiized hr the upiitiiiir- 
ment in of a ICoyal rommission .n, l.abour. the pnhlH-alion 

of whose report in July lltJl was the most imj)ortant industrial 
event of ihe yflar. Tt is impossible in the space at our disposal 
io attempt more than a brief review of tbe main features of the 
report. The forms of reference were “ to encpiire info and report 
on file exist iiifr conditions of labour in industrial undertakings 
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and plantations ”, the Kight Uon. J. IJ. Whitley, formerly 
speaker of the House of Commons, being ehairmau. Perhaps the 
most remarkable feature of the undertaking is that a Commission 
including employers, trade union lea<lers, officials iind private 
individuals, drawn from bolli England and India, should have put 
foiward unanimous i‘e(*oniniendat ions in respect of all but a veiy 
few matters. 

I'he report di^cu'^'^i^s in detail the coiidit ion^^ of ^^(>lk iii 
oi‘ganiz(*d industiy. (bailing se]>arately with factories, w'oikshf>]>s, 
mines, tiansport, ports and j)u])lic woiks. In the c‘oursc of tins 
review t-xisting iaboin- legi'^lation analystnl and a nuTnbei’ of tlie 
rec(un7)iendat ion ^ made art* tlirt*ttt‘d towards its i in pro\ t‘in e:i 1 . I'In* 
arialy>is suggest'^ that, within the fitdd tin^y tin* existnm laws 

have ]>roved valuahlt* anti tin* Comm 's proposaU rt‘]>rt‘''Cii t i«>r 
the UKJSt pari natural d(‘v elopnnmt ^ af tlie existing struejnre. Put 
tin* CoinniissHui draws j»ointed attention to those fields whieh lie 
out the scope of the presf*ni labour law's and j)articularly to the 
small wf)rkshnps w liere cliihlren wcue found to be employed in 
pitiable c*ondit iotis. As regar<ls th(‘ ntore higlily organiztMl indii*^- 
tries important r<M‘om mendat i(nis are a(ldr(*NS(‘(l to <‘mplo\ tM''", and 
man\' of the eviP att(*nding ])()lh tin* life and the work of their 
employees are tra<e<l to T‘(‘mediable del(*cts m iinlusiiial organiza- 
t ion . 

.V sepitrat(* s<*clir»n (d tin* re]M>ri is (h*vot(*d to the coin! it ir)tts of 
life of indnstrial woi*k(*rs. lleie the picture is miicli (hirker than 
is the case with working cmnlit ioii'^ and tlie need as w'ell a^ tlie 
difficult v of i in])ro\ enient i^ gr(*ater. ITf)Using is dt*ploral)le, 
espe<^'ially iii tlie main imluslrial eentre-^, and health conditions are 
ver\ unsat isfactorv. ''Fhest* and other factors creati* inefficiency; 
inefficiency tends lo produce poverty: ])over1y is in turn I’esponsible 
for ])oor health and miserable hoU'>ingr. "FheK* is thus a vicious 
eirile fo be broken. In this connection the Cfimmissiou lav 
great stress on tlte burden of indebtedness under which the mass 
of wTirkers labour and some of tlieir more novel proposals are 
directed tf>w'arfK the all(‘viation of this canker, wdiiidi lies at tlie 
heart iK>t merely of iiidustnbil life but of tlie life of manv classes 
in India. Proyiosals forming the liasis of a truck Act are als(» 
included in tin’s section 

Perhaps the most original part of tlie report is that dealing 
with plantations. There lias been no comprehensive alb India 
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survey of this field and in j)ast oontioversy jirejudiee has too often 
taken the jilace of' knowled^^e. Tijf^ Coinniission had the advan- 
tage, )i(*v(‘r previously enjoyed by any iesponsi})le body, of seeing 
tlie pro])]eni from ])otl) (*nd> in tlie jilantaiion aieas and in the 
distant tracts from whieli tlu* worker^ are for the most jiart drawn. 

I'heir ])icture of cond it iori^ of life is, compared with that of tbe 
indusliial an*as, an micouraging cjne. Sjieaking oi As-^am. win-*]; 
is the leading tf'a-])r(Mlu('iiig j)r(»viii( t*. tliry -a\- ‘'tin* kcttf^i 
leal 111 cs of (‘xi>t(‘iice rm tlie Lrardeiis aie many, and lliere are none 
oi th<‘ \\( 0 's*‘ ieatllre«^ that cannot la* lound. in an exag*gerated form, 
in tlo* industrial area> Hut tliey aKo stress the need of improve- 
m(‘nt in ‘^c\<‘ra] dirc<‘iioii^ ami -omc of tlieir more radical recom- 
mendatiom> i-clatt* to jdantation aica^^. Tbc existing legislation 
lelatiim* to nMuaiit iiHuit for A^^am condemned, and their legisla- 
tive ])T‘o])osaU include one 'alnmdv <‘arried in“fo effort ) for the eom- 
]»!f‘1e leca^ting of tlie law. 

Tlie ](']K)rt then (leal‘s ^vith tlie ]>r)l jtico-e(*onoinic aspect^; r>f 
laiiour, discussing ti'ade iinion development and trade disputes and 
offering jtroposnls for a revision ot tlie AVorkmen’s Compensation 
Act, a immsuH* which tlic Commission finds ha^ been sucfe>Ninl. 

Thesi* ]>]-oposals weri' ^unbodied in a bill introduced in the Tiegi^la- 
tiv(* Assemhly early in Ib-lLb TIu' concluding rha])ters of the le- 
])oit ai’o devoted to the adminiNti at iv(‘ and constitutional aspect- of 
labour, and look loiward to the posit ion of labour under resjion- 
sible governmeni. 

c now tui'ii to tin* ordinary administratiAe features of industry The Factories 
during flu* year under review. The latest re])('rt of the working 
of tlie h'actories Act, AAliitdi stl])ulates a sixty-hour week and a 
minimum age of 12 for child employees, ('overs the year 
During tlie jirevions five years there had heen a regular increase 
in th(‘ total nnnilier of faetories by some 2o0 or 300 each year. In 
the year under review liowever ilie number increased only by 19 
to a total of (S,14(S, reflecting the general trade depression: in some 
provinces, notably Madras, Bihar and Orissa, and the Central 
Provinces, the total mimber declined. The total factory popula- 
tion fell from l,5f)3,lG9 in 1929 to 1,528.302 in 1930, Avhich is 
sliglitly liiglier tlian the figure for 1928. Tn cotton spinning and 
weaving mills liowever em])]oymeTit increased from 337,952 hands 
in 1929 to 353,451 in 1930, tlie highest figure' ever recorded. 
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The total luimber of women and children employed decreased, 
their perceiiiage to the total factory population being 16*7 and 
2*5 respectively. 

Accidents were more nunierons than in the previous year and 
totalled 21,784, but tlie number of serious accidents fell. The rise 
in the total figure appears to be due less to an actual increuvSe in 
the number of accidents than to the fact that more are re])orted 
nowadays, particularly since the introduction of the Indian Work- 
men's Compensation A(*t. As regards working (‘onditions in 
factories, while the slump lias retarded the progress of housing 
schemes and other forms of welfare work, steady progress has been 
maintained in the fencing of machinery, ventilation and lighting 
arrangements. Th? total nuniher of convictions during the year 
for ofieiices under the Indian Faidories Act was 1,201 as compared 
witl^ 1,'102 in 1929. 

Tlie number of eases falling within the purview of the Work- 
men's (Compensation Act so far as workers in factories, mines, 
railways, docks and tramvays were conciu-ned, increased from 
18,865 in 1929 to 23,574 in 1930, although the total amount of 
compensation jiaid, Es. 12,45,764, was slightly less than in 
the previous year. It is clear that the jirovisions of the act are 
becoming more widely known, hut the full attainment of its 
objects is still retarded by various ca,us(‘s. Some employers, 
especially small em])loyers, seek to evade tlieir oblig^ai ions, while 
workers are iiicliFied to acee])t wlmlever amount is offered to (hem, 
partly irom a desire to avoid formal ])i’oceediugs under the act 
and, in the case of minor accidents, to anxielv lo r(‘taiii service 
with tlie ''employer. 

The growth of trade unionism in India is shown hy the figures 
of registered unions which in 1927-28 numhered only 29 but in 
1930-31 rose from 104 in the previous year to 119 with a total 
memhersliip of (excluding^ 13 unions iji respect of whicih particulars 
are not available) 219,000. These figures however far from 
accurately reflect the extent of the movement in India, foi- registra- 
tion is not c’OTnpulsorv and many unions are still inclined to think 
that tlie benefits of regi.stration are an inadequate return for the 
obligations imposed on registered trade unions by tbe act. Thus 
according to tbe Labour Gazette for February 1932 tbe total 
number of unions in the Bombay Presidency in December 1931 
was 95, whereas only 38 unions were regisfered. Similarly, of 28 
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unions known to be in existence in Ibiniui and 18 in tlie Delhi 
province, only 1 and 4 respectively were reoislered. As we have 
seen the Royal Coiinnission on Labour laid li'ieat stress on the 
desirabilily of encouraging well-condiicled and genuine unions to 
register. 

The last iinportani labour measure pa^^ed ]>rif>r to the appoint- 
ineut of the Labour Comniis.sioii is the Trade l)isj)iile> Act oi 10121). Act. 

Its object is to provide means to prevent or (‘om]iose industrial 
dis])utes by selting ui) courts of enquiry oi- boiirds of conciliation. 

The awards of tb(‘^e tribunals are not binding on tbe ])arties eon- 
cermsi luit are ex])fM t(*d tt> exei(‘ise a restraining indinuice. In the 
ye:»i* under leport tbc‘ ])r()visions of th(‘ net were lesoited to only 
once, a court r)f enquiry being set ii]) to in^ «‘>,tigate eertain eom- 
])laints arising from the Tetreneliment of ^\oiksl!(q) «itafV on the 
railways. 

Tlie total number of >trike> in v. a^ Ibb a>i(l tlie total Strikes, 

number of men Imolxuul ‘J0d.()b8, as (‘oii!]‘ared with 148 >trikcs 
involving lb(),d01 men In ID'IO. Tlie workini:- days lo>t amounted 
to 2,4f)8,12d. In about GO ])er cent ol tbe sti.kcN tlie workers 
failed to o*ain any concession, a projiortion almost exactly Lliat, 
of tlie previous year. Tlie wcust stiiko of tbe year from the point 
of view of its persistence vas that in tbe Hastings lute Mill at 
Hooghly wh(*re ovvv 0,000 men were on sii‘ik<* tor neaily tvo months 
in an unsiiecessful ])rotest against a 10 ]>(‘r cent cut in wag^es. A 
strike on a larger scale but of lessor duration took ])1ace in the 
Sliolajiur Cotton ^lills in the Ihmiliay Presidency where 15,000 
men absimtod tbemselvivs tor tbn*e W(‘eKs beeaust' of grievances 
regarding- pay and allowances and tbe i eeog-uit ion of their union. 

Tin’s also was unsuccessful. 

We reterred in our last re])ort to a r»'solutiou ]iassed hy the International 
Legislative Assembly urging the (lovernmeiit to examine the pos- 
siliility of giving etfect to a recomnumdat ion (concerning the pre- 
vention of industrial accidents ado])ted by the PJtli session of the 
International liahour (\)nfercme. of whieb India is a momher. 

The Government of India thereupon cnnsnlltMl local Ciovernments 
who while in general agreement with the principle underlying the 
re(*ommendat ion exju’essed considerable ciiticism of its details. 

The Royal Commission on liahour having made certain recom- 
mendations on the same subject, it was decided to proceed with the 
examination of the question in the light of the CommissioiPs report 
INDIA E 
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and not to pursue iiidependeiitly the i‘e(^onuiieiidation of the Inter- 
national liabour (Conference. 

Mention was also made last year of iwo draft conventions accom- 
panied by sul^suliary recummondaliuns adojUtal by tlie Jntor- 
nalional liabour (conference at its 14th session in lOfU), one dealing 
with forced labour and the other aiming at regulating the hours 
ot work in cojiimercial undertakings and oflicos. As regards the 
convention dealing with forced labour the Indian Legislature 
adojited a resolution re(‘ommeiuling that aclion be taken as soon as 
])ra(*t icable to iinpleiiumt it exc?])t in so tai‘ as one of its articles 
ionflicl(Ml with the e\a(‘ti(m of laboiii under the Criminal Tribes 
Act, the Good (/ondiict Prisoners Probational Pelease Act, and other 
similar legislation in fore* in Tiuba. I^liis rc^solution wa> accejded 
by the ( Jovei'nnumt . As regai'ds the cnn\pn1ion dealing ^\ith Inuirs 
oi nork in coninier^’ial uiKhu takings the 1 ^egislat ur(' rocomnnuuh^d 
tliat it sliould no( be ratiti^nl and that the subsidiary recommenda- 
tions should not he acce])1e<]. Tin* resnlulion was acc('])t(*d b\' the 
GovornnuMit who considcuunl that it was going too fast to ask Indian 
commer(‘e to accept a 48-liour we(‘k at on(*e vlH‘n tin' Washington 
hours conveniioTi laid down a (>0-lionr we(‘k for Indian iinhistrial 
iimbutakings ; that legislation could not be introduced without 
much fuller information of the conditions of commercial undertak- 
ingvS in India, which information could only he procured hy an 
elahorate eiujuiry not at present justified: and that the mainlen- 
an(*e of an ins])ectorate large* eimugb to enforce the provisions of 
the convention would he a serious ])ra(‘1ical difficulty. 

A f Hither illustration of 1h(‘ international tTeatment of labour 
questions was provided by tlie convention limiting hours of work 
in underground coal mines to 7^ per day and including certain 
other regulations, adopted by the Iiiternat iomil Labour Conference 
at its ir)ili s(*ssioTi held at Geneva in May and Tune lOrJl. The 
convention was laid before the Indian TiOgislalure during tb(* year 
undei* report and both chambers recommeiuL^d that Ciovernment 
should examine the possibility of rediieing the statutorv limit for 
hours of work in coal mines in India. The resolution was accepted 
l)V tl»e (Jovernment. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Communications. 

In this fliaptei’ we propose 1o o’ive some aeeouni ol llie year’s Raflwayi^ 
aduiiuistiation of Imlia's railway system, lier ])osts and teleoraphs, 
roads, wireless si at ions and air services. 

A review' of llie financial j)Osilion oi tlie railways will })e fmiiid Generaiad^* 
in Chapter VJ ; lieje we are (‘oiicei-ned with general administrative 
questions. The year tinder review is chiefly reniarkahle for the 
decrease in railway revenues result in<j^ from the world-w'ide trade 
depression, necessitatinpr drastic retrenchment. One of the sub- 
committees set up by tlie Ectrencliment Advisory (’ommittee of the 
Ceniral Le^'islat ur(‘ (‘xamined tlie raihvay ])osition and a hua’e 
number of its recommendations, many of whicli have since been 
adopted, su^^^ested (M*onomies in stall. Tin' total number of r.iilwav 
employees at the end of tlie financial year 11)30-11 wa^ TSl.HbO. and 
this hy the end of tbe n(‘xt financial year had been nalueiul to 
730,200; l.(. by fi'bO jier cent. Tliis reductiim was not conliiied 
t^‘ subordinate and inferior ranks 1ml included the ^azetlfnl or 
Biijierior cadres. Turllnu’ economy wun ehi'cted by tbe emeroimcy 
cut 111 ])ay to Avbicli all i ail wav (Mii])lo\ees were subp'cted iu 
December lf)31. Eedmdion in tbe subordinate ])osis afl*Gcted chiefly 
tbe w'orksliop staff. The decrease in train mileacro involved by the 
geru'ra] contraction of railway business meant less work for tbe 
W’ork'>bo|)s and tb(*refor(‘ a siijKU'fluity of workshop euqdoyees. Eco- 
nomical lunninp demanded a reduction of staff to the level of actual 
work and the various railway administrations tvere authorized by the 
Railway Hoard to jiroeeed accordingly, subject fo certain creueral 
principles aimino- at uniformity and minim isini:* liardshi]) U' iar 
as possible. This aroused controversy and in Tune 1931 followinjj 
a discussion wltli the All-India Railw'aymen's Federation the Rail- 
way Board suspended workshop staff retreneliment until October. 

The Federation hoAvever w'as not satisfied with this decision and 
pressed for the appointment of a hoard of conciliation uiulm* the 
Trade Disputes Act. The provisions jjoverninf^ the creation of such 
a board being considered inapplicable the proposal was not accepted 
by the Government, but in order to meet the views of the Federa- 
tion as far as possible it was decided to appoint a court of enquiry 

( 117 ) 
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nnder llie same act. The court of enquiry sat from September to 
December 1931 in the principal railway centres and its report, sub- 
mitted io the Government in February 1932, generally vindicated 
railway administrations and Ihe methods they had adopted in 
carrying out retrenchment. It was therefore decided to resume 
the disc}\arge of surjilus stafF. 

During ihe year under revienv steps were iaken to bring intct force 
ihe Indian llailways (Annuidmeni) Act. ])assed by the legislature 
ill 1930, r<'gulaiing ih(' lioiirs of einploynuMii of railway servanis in 
pursuan(‘e of ihe AVasliington and Geneva conventions. The rules 
trained under ihe aci Avere given siaiuiory force on th(^ Tsorih- 
"VVesieiii and Fast Indian Railways from ihe 1st April 1931 and 
a lahouT' supervisor was appointed uiuhu' ihe aci. to ensure com- 
pliance' wiili ihe rules, ilie supcu’visor being unconnected with any 
jniriicuhu' railway atlni in isi rai ion . i Mher lailway administrations, 
to A\li]ch for reasons of economy ihe rules v ere not extended, wc're 
insfru(*i('d bv ihe Railway Hoard, iollowing a rocommendai ion of 
ihe railw’ay ietr<‘nch ment sub-commiiiee, io give elYect to ihe prin- 
ci})l('s underlying ihe rule^i so far as existing budgets made this 
possiblf'. 

In July 1931 ilie re])ort of ihe Royjil Commission on Labour 
was ])ubli-;hed and a numbf'r of imporfant rt'commendations affected 
lailwavs. Hies? were examined by ih(' Railway Hoard and indi- 
A'idual raihway administrations and by ilie end of ihe year certain 
proAUsional ('onclusioms had been reached. 

During flte year further progj-ess was made with ihe Indian iza- 
iion of ihe raihAay seiwices and ihe recommendation of the Lee 
Commission that Indians io the extent of 75 per eent should be 
recruited iii ihe su])(‘ri()r or gaz<*iied ranks of ilie seiviec's is 
gradually being attained. Another im]>ortant. matter iliai engaged 
tlie attention of ihe Railway Hoard was ilie j)roper rejireseiitaiion 
of minoiiiy eommnniiies in ihe railway soiwicos. An officer was 
placed on special duty to study ihe subject and to recommend 
arrangeinenis for recruiting consist (*nt w'iih the policy of Govern- 
ment for the representation of minority communities. 

Owing to the need for l igid eeonomy the Railway Hoard found it 
necessary during the year to curtail facilities for the training of 
staff. The principal step iaken in this direction was the closing 
of the RaiWay Staff College at the end of February, the college 
premises lieing lianded over to the Army Department for the new 
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Indian Military Academy. The question of training ofTiccrs and 
probationers in future is still under consideration. Subordinate 
officers continued to be trained in the various Area Schools which 
it was decided should be kept open. 

As regards consfruction work, all projecis for new development 
in Jhitisli India had to be abandoned. But the construclion of new^ 
works undertaken before the depression was not suspended and the 
total length of new line <){)ened lo traffic during the VJ monihs 
ending on llie dlst Maicli uas 570 miles. Tlii- nciuded 

tile Baipur Barvatipuraiu Itailway, a link bel’voeu t’u* ('tuiiral 
Pjovi rices and I lie easi coasi of India long contonqdaied O' a jiart of 
tlie gemual railway sysicmi. In addition some 508 miles w-^^e under 
consl rare! ion at tin* close of the year and will it is liopcd be <'otnplet- 
ed during tlie next f(‘W years. Idu' only items of new coii-hiudion 
begun dirring the year were thi’ee small lines, tota-lling 81 ‘84 miles, 
undertak(‘n by I lie Bulers of Mysore and (iwalior for pui jinses of 
dev(‘lo])ment. Apart from the building of new lines started before 
the de})revsif)n the Bad way Board had in hand a number <>f other 
constructional works. Notable arming' thes(‘ was (he (.'ah 'itia cliord 
railway, wliitdi affords direct access to the docks and was opened for 
goods i rathe during tlie year under rrqiort . A new bridj** (*vov the 
Indus at Tvalabagh was also opened in August and re]>la(‘es a feiTV 
service which was liable to int('nu})tion during floods. The cleelii- 
fieation of the Madras suburban se(‘tion of flic South Trolian Bail- 
way was also com]deted during the year. Brogiess we* luade with 
the doubling of the 11? miles of line between Tawnpore aril Timdla 
and with the conversion of the Shoranur-t^oibin Bailway. 05 miles 
in lengtli, from nu trt' to broad gauge, nt'cessitalt'd by tin* inci'oased 
traffic demands arising out of the new barbf)ur at T'oeh. mi. This 
latter project is an enterprise of the C<»ebin vState. Various other 
eonstrm't ional improvements undertaken in rei’ent years, such as the 
building ()»■ r'^buildi?ig of bridges, were also continued so far as 
funds permitted. An unfortunate incident on the other side of the 
picture was the damage caused to railway works, amounting to 
Rs. 28 lakhs, by a s'^ries of earthquake shocks in Baluchistan 
between the 251 h August aud the 4fh September. 

The various local railway advivSory committees, which provide a Local 
valuable link between the railway administrations and tlie general 
pul)H(‘, lield 110 meetings during the year. PaiticMilar^ of the 
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subjerls divsciissed at iliese ineeiino-s and llie subsequent action taken 
by the railway administration concerned are embodied in pamphlets 
published quarterly l)y the Railway Board. The subjects discussed 
this year were as usual many and varied and included the provision 
of buffet cars for Indian refreshments and of additional ailing* 
rooms and l)athin^' places in stations, the issue of rolurn tickets at 
reduced fares, and s])ecial trains for j)il^rirns 

The Railway Rates Advisory Commit lee, under the president- 
shi]) of Sir Narasiinha Sarma, foianerly Law Member of the 
G()vern()i*-( leneraTs Executive (Vmmud, inquired into two important 
cases dinfjio' llie y(‘ar. Th? tirst was a (‘oniplaint re^ardin^* frei^lit 
rates and Ixjokin^- iacilities foi* (‘oal, the second a dis])ute l)etween 
the IMoneer Motor Boat (k)., Dacca and certain river steanuM- coni- 
paiiif's reo^ardino- the ]>assen^er fares cliarged on the run b(‘iween 
Saiujdhika and Dacca; tli(‘ latt(U’ inquiry was undertaken at tin* 
inslaiK’e oi tlie (k)nimerce De])artnient of the Government of India. 
It was (h'cided duriiii** the year as a* nuaisure of e(‘onomy that this 
(\)minitteo sliould in future^ lx* (‘m]>l()yed ordinarily ior not more 
than six months in each ;\(‘ar. If th(* number of cases 7Tf(*rr(‘d to 
the ('onmiittee does not iiicrcas^* and this arrantri'ment can be 
maintained it Mill reduce the annual cost ot tlie Committee irom 
rouodily Rs. 11 lakhs to Hs. i lakh. 

Des])itc a icduction in staff and other (*conomies the work of the 
Central Riiblicjty Bureau in llt‘il-‘»!2 Avas no less successful than in 
the pre\'inus year. In ])aiti('ular tin* number of reser\ at ions of 
s])ecial carriaLO's for touiists iioin o\erseas, called ‘‘ tourist cars 
exc(M‘d(xl all pr<*Yious tinuic> in spite of tin* adv(‘rse olfeci on tourist 
trallic oi ihe <^(‘n(‘ral (hqiressioii and disturbed ])oliti('al conditions 
in India. The tilni ])r()duction de])ar1ment Avas closed down in the 
int(*i*ests of economy bnt several old films w(‘](‘ lent to various 
exhibitions and associaf ions. The i.s.sue of j)hoto^ra])hs and pamph- 
lets continued thouo'h on a sornc'M'hat restricted scale, Mdiile experi- 
ments made Avith a view to dc*velop third class iratfic ])roniisc useful 
results. 

During the year under review 2D new standard locomotives were 
ordered and orders were placed in India for the manufacture of 45 
standard coac.Eing underframevS and 841 standard goods Avagons. 
The question of making increased use of the Indian Stores Depart- 
ment receives constant attention. During the year a large number 
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of artiolps, including cerlain lechnical stores such as standard bridge 
girders, loconioiivo boiler tu])ps and superlieater flues, were added 
to the list of arl,i(dps the purchase of which through the agency 
of Die Indian Stores Depaii luent is obligatory on the Tlailw'ay 
])e])arfnient : the lisi was also revised and (crtaiii ainbiguit i(\s 
reiuov(‘d, and further additions to it are under consideration. The 
value of inat'r-ials ])U] cliastrl throug-h the Indian Store's l)('])artinent 
remained much the sanie, lading ]?s. l/Jti'I4 lakhs as com])ared with 
Ils. 1 la hlis in Hut toi 1 he m‘C(*ssity of rigid ef'otiomy 

and a tall in market ])rices the figure would have been much higher: 
as ii stands it rej>res(‘nls a considerable increase in |)ercentage of 
total ]uirchases. 

( )t the more serious accid rits tliat ocarirred on the railwavs dur- Accidents* 
ing th(‘ yc'ai', numhc'ring- 1 I as ('om])ared with in the ])revious year, 
the following llir(‘(‘ ueu* diu' to dehlu'rale niiscliiet. ( )n the bth 
Apiil 1!)»‘>1 a ])asseiig(*r train was derailed between Lahu and (thag- 
gar on th(‘ A mbula-Kulka section of the Xorth-AVeslt'rn Ivailway. 
a rail having lieen removed from the inside f)t a curve. One pas- 
senger and th(* engine crew sustained minoi- injuries, while tli?^ 
engine, d coaches and tlie track were damaged. ( )ii the 11th May 
]t)41 the remo\al of fastenings tH>m a rail resulted in the derail- 
ment of a jiassenger train lietween ])il])ashar and Saratnag^ar on 
the Kast(‘rn Bengal Itailway: nine [la^sengers were slightly injured 
Oil tlie l^t Turn' Btdl, the Mandalay mail wa> derailed between 
Penweg-on and 'I'llwg^ we-iii on tlie llang’oon ]\fandalay main line, 
l^iis accident was due to a rail havingr ])oen disconnected and dis- 
placed: t('n passengt'T's ^\ ere injntcd, two serionslv, and consider- 
able damage was done to rolling ^toedv. 

Of tlu‘ i(*maining (*ighi accidents the most im])ortant w^ere the 
followu'ng. t )n the l*]th A])ril 1981 ii passenger train on tlie Xortli- 
M'estern Jtailway collided wntli a inotfir l)us at a level (U'ossmg near 
Sargodha : the bus was wu*eeked, one of the jiasstnigers bi-ing killed 
and ten injured. On tlu' Ttli July 1981 a ])assenger train was 
derailed on a* eurve between Kumarbatti and Barog on the Xorth- 
Western l{ailwa\, the (‘iigine and fhree bogie coaches lulling some 
100 frrf down ttie hill side; tvveufy-two persons were injured, live 
seriously, and eoiisideralile damage was done to rolling stock. On 
the k^8rd August 1981 the engine a goods train f<*ll through a 
bridge on the Boiuhav, Baroda and (kuitral fudia Baibvay, the 
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bridge having been damaged by heavy floods; six persons on the 
engine vere killed and one seriously injured. On the 28tb Septem- 
ber lf)dl a passenger train was derailed between Indi Eoad and 
liaeliyan staiions on the Madras and Soiiiliern Mahraiia Railway; 
five persons were killed and 20 injured and considerable damage 
done io llio ])ermanent way and rolling s1o(‘k. On ilie I7ili Decem- 
ber a passenger train was derailed between Kalvan and 

Jgai])nn on the (iN'al Indian IVminsnla Railway, one passenger 
])eing killed ami six injured. 

load system, its vasluess and defiei(‘neies, have been 
doseriboil iii pievioiis rejioids. oidgin and functions of the 

Rond Development (V)mmiltee Imve also ])e('n e\])laine<l at length 
bui nii. ni ve'juire ]>rief menlion. A lavsolulion ])ass(Hl by the 
Indian To g islatiiK^ in lOriO pi‘(>vide(] ilind the in(“T’(’as(‘ from 4 to 
(» anna- p(n' g^allon in the imj)ort and (*xeis(‘ duti(‘> on niolor 
sjiiril ( freeled in ]\fa*r(di 1929 should be mainiained f(u’ a period 
of five yonrs in the first instance, and lliat the ])r()eeeds ol the 
additional duty should lx* allotted as a block grant for exjien- 
diUire on u>ad develoj)tnent and eredited to a se‘]nirate Road 
Develoin ien( Ae(*oiin<, th(‘ nn(^\pend(‘d ba]ane(*s of wlni h should 
not laj*''^* nf th(‘ end of tlie financial ycsar. The r(‘solution 
furthei pT ()vi(](*(l that after 10 per e(‘nt of the gran I had been 
retained ili(‘ (loveriiment of India as a reserve for administrative 
expeii-^e-. ic'searfh, and sp(‘eial grants, tlie remainder should be 
ri])porti(*n-*d among the provinces in tlie ratio whiidi tlie jietrol 
cnnsuinjit ion in each ])rovinee l)or(‘ to the total consumption in 
India iluiiiig thf‘ jirevious calendar year; and that tin' balance, 
re])r(‘<(*:.l the (onsnm])tion of p(drol in minor administrations and 
Indian Stntos, should be allotted as a lump sum to the Cfovern- 
imnit fd India. A further provision was iliat a Standing Com- 
mittee fi'r Roads should be constituted every year to consider the 
annual hiidget of the Road Develojimeiit Aeeouni and to advise the 
(b)V(‘vninont on all (juesiious relating to roads, and road traffic, 
]>ariieulai ly on the aedion to be taken by the Government on the 
])r(H*Ged in ITS of the Road Ooiiferenees. The distrihution of final 
shares from (Ik* Road Development Account due to the end of March 
19(i2 has been made to provincial Governments for (*xpenditure upon 
seliemes approved by the Committee; this distribution was in respect 
of tlio leveniu* that accrued during a period of 37 months in all, 
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beginning with the Ist March 1929 when the Hoad Devolopineiit 
Account was instituted and ending with the 31st March 1932. Sub- 
sequent distributions will as usual be made twice each yeai so that 
when ex])endiiure is speeded up by provincial tilovernmeiits and 
minor Adjuinistrations responsible for initiating it, there may be no 
serious delay in ])roviding fumls If) meel i1. 

Th(i approved progranimes of ex])enditure ot many piovincial 
(io-v ernments are sucli as to al)sorb their levenues for many years 
to come. During the year the exj)enditin*e on approved seliemes 
imueased lint in certain provinc(‘s, notably Bombay, Punjab, 
the Central I'rovince^; and As-am, it vras toiind mc^e^saiy. owing 
h) Ibe general finan<*ial di*pr(‘ssion , to 1 k)iio\v ccu’lriin amoiini'' tem- 
porarily fiom the Hoad Development Account with which to main- 
tain existing roads or eomplete works undertaken prior to the 
institution of tlie ac'eount. ''Fbese loans wame granted on the definite 
undertaking of t!ie local trovc'rnmtmts eoneeined that as sO(>n the 
tinanc'ial ])Ositi()n niijirovc's the am(3unt ^Yill be restcued for expendi- 
ture on a])pro\ed projj r nnnn's. Hut the imn)e(!:at4‘ lesnli (-1 ' oiir>p 
has been to delay the ])rogiamme for road de\ e’ojiuient in tlie--e 
])rovinees. 

The reserve with tin* ( io\ < i‘iinn‘iit ol India ai the* Ch-* iju* 
year 19‘]1-32 wuis Bs. 33,293)‘)(j. This receive is ear-m:irk“d for 
grants in aid I'oi* special w<»rks, research and eX])erlnn‘nt . TboposaCs 
for research and experiiiicmt have been c'on^idered atul on tin* lecom- 
rneiidatioii of the Hoad ronfc'rcuice and the committee o: Chief 
Engiiiet'rs of provinces which imd in Simla in September 1931, 
grants to the extent of Ps. '82 lakhs have been oIYiU'cmI to the various 
local Governments and Administrations. Proposals for •'peeial 
grants numbered 110 and invo]\ed a total cost of over Es. 3 erores. 
A selection of these* seliomes made on tli(‘ir mc'iits wms b.id beiore 
the Eoad Conference in September 19r3], and Avith tbeir advice and 
that of the Standing Committee on Eoads a final selection 1ms iioav 
been made. The number of schemes so selected is about 39 and 
their cost is in the neighbourhood of Es. 40 lakhs. Of these, 
schemes estimated to cost Es. 15,46,000 wore definitely accepted 
during the year under report. 

One of the recommendations of the Indian Eoad Development 
Committee was that co-ordination in road matters should be seeiired 
by periodic conlereiices of provincial representatives A\uth the Stand- 
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iiig' Comiiiitlee on Eoads of llie Indian Jjegislature and the Govern- 
nieni of India. Such conferences were held in September 1929 
and in A])ril 19d0 when a j)rograniine of works to be financed 
from ])rovin('ia] shares in the Hoad llevelopment Account was dis- 
cussed. The ID^U (u)nferen(*e, however, coveied a wider field and 
dealt with matters relating to road transport as well as road develop- 
ment. ]''allln^o- under the former category are questions relating to 
tlie possibility of standardizinji;* motor vehicle rules and rejrulat ions 
for tin' whole of India and of adoptino- u uniform basis of motor 
vehicle taxation tliTouiilmut tin* cou!itrv, iiicl ndiiiii ]’(*ci]>rocity het- 
\\e(‘n administrative units. It was tin* opinion of tin* conferi'Tice 
iliat witli (‘(‘rtain exce])tions in the case* of lar^e cities and other 
s'pecial localities, ^-eneral uniiormity in the rules a])pt?ared to be both 
desirable and ])ossible, and model rules are bein^- drawn up for 
consideration by local (fov(*rnnn*nls. Taking- all the factors in 
India into accoinit, it seemed to the con {(*r(‘iic(' that variabh* taxa- 
tion would be fairer than a fix(*(l level, but no definite (‘onclusions 
were r('ached on this (juestion. 

Certain (|ueslions relatin<>;‘ to mads which (‘iiij'au’ed the att-'iition 
ot the conf('i*(‘n<a* \\ei*eot a t(‘cbnicat natiii’c, Mich a^ tin* standardiza- 
tion of mad warn ini.’’ sii*‘ns, oi hridin* loading;- spe<‘ih(*at ions, and of 
certain technical nomenclatur* used in road works: the ado])tion 
of a standard nn'tliod of recording road traIHe statistics on various 
types of roads in different parts of India: and tin* general standards 
to he prescriljed for extra-mnuieipal roads, im*ln{ljn^»' trunk roads, 
in res])ect ol motor vehicle s])e(‘ds, loads and tyres. 

T1 le Costs and Telepraphs Department suj)pli(‘s of course a vital 
means of communication. A few fio'ures will serve to illinstrate the 
size of this organization and the of its activiti(‘S. The 

total numher of ])ost otHees at vork in India durin^r the official 
vear DldO-fll was 24,17b as a/]^ainst 2f‘bH8J in tlie previous 
year. The f^jowth of the J)ej)ar1ment is shown hy a comparison 
with the year 190(1 when tlie numher of ])Ost offices was 12,397. 
During tlie year under review the numher of articles handled by the 
Dejiartment, exclusive of money orders, was 1,300 millions, 
(^om prising 540 million letters, 541 million jiosteards, 84 million 
re;[ristered newspajiers, 118 million jiackets, and 17 million 
parcels. In 1900 the total numher of article's dealt vith vas 
509 millions. Turther, over 39 million money orders were issued 
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during- Large thougli ihese figures are, they represent 

t]]e desjiateh ot only four articles per annum per head* of the 
poiiulalion. Tlie percentage of safe deliv(*ry during* ihe year was 
Jin '913, an admirable record, more especially as failure to (hdiver 
the remainder was largely due tr> inadecpiate addressing* and in some 
(tas(\s to lln^ fact that ihe addressees did not exist at all. Moreover, 
f)!' the total mileagt* of 1(19,558 over which these artieb's wei-e con- 
vey(‘d an apj)recia!)Ie ])roj)ortion lay through wild and desolate 
country in which th(‘ mails were ex])osed to many dangers from 
slorm.s and fhxxhs, wild lieasts and malefactors. The l)ej)artment ’s 
gross rec(‘ij}ts during* the year amounted to Rs. 10'78 crores (as 
against Its. I I ’131) cT’ores in the jirevious year and Rs. 8 crores in 
IJlOO) and the number of official in its employment to 182,898 (as 
(‘onipanal with (Jl.ToO in 1900). 

Several fiaitures (d intiue.sl marked rlH‘ \ car's \\(n k. An a, ir 
parcel s('r\ lc(* bet u ecu India and England was inaugurated, air 
mail post(*ards from India to Great Ilritain introduced and an air 
mail ser\ ice with cm*!; in ])lac(‘^ in South Africa established. The 
England- 1 ndia service ot Imp(‘rial Airways Limit *d ])erfoimed two 
trial fliglits lx tween T/ondon and Rort Darwin via Delhi, Calcutta, 
Rangoon and Singa])or(*. Advantage of these flights was taken to 
dcspati h an u>ails fiom India to Australia. The Indian State Air 
S(M*\ ice bcuwt'cn Pelhi and Karachi i*t‘ased to function in December 
19'11. the s(Mvit*e being taken over by the Delhi Flying Club. An 
(^\(*hang(‘ ot momw orders in sterling was established between India 
and the Il(*jaz, Xejd and dependencies. “ Dusiness reply cards 
and env(dop(\s ” \vere inlr(Hlu(*ed for the benefit of commercial and 
trading com*erns. These cards and envelopes are returned by 
customeis to th(» issuing tiims unpaid and the ])ostage is collected 
in cash from th(' firm at the prepaid rate. 

Other im]>ortant and constantly grow ing activities of the Depart- 
ment are its telegraph, telephone and ^wireless services. The ex- 
tension of the Department’s telegraphic undertakings in recent 
years is indi(‘ated by the fact that while the total number of tele- 
giams handled during the year — excluding wireless messages — 'was 
18,115,879, in 190(1 it was little more than one-third of this. As 
regards telephones, in 1980-31 the Department maintained 296 tele- 
])hone exchanges wdth 21,975 connections; the corres]>onding figures 
in 1900 w^ere 42 and 500. In addition to the Department’s ex- 
changes there are 24 exchanges run by licensed telephone companies. 
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mostly iij tlie larf>e towns. The Department’s trunk-line facilities 
were snhstnntially increased during^ the y(*ar by the opening of 
five aJdilioiial trunk circuits, namely, the Muttra-Agra, Cochin- 
Allop])ey, Delhi-ltohtak, Delhi-Dhalinda and Delhi-ITapur lines. 
Tiie <el(‘]dione revenue for the year, in welcome contrast to other 
aciivilii's of the l)e])nriment, showed an increase, having risen froin 
Its. in the present year to Its. r)0,f4^hn39. 

Interesting ieatiii'es of the year were the introduction, with 
jiromising results, of tlie (elepi inler ” syslein of working between 
Calcnlia and Patna and between Delhi and Agra; the experimental 
working c'f tlie carrier-caiirent system betwi'cn (kibaitta and 
Bombay, enabling (onr high-sj)eed t"^l('gT‘a])]i channels and oiu* 
tele])hone channel to be obtained on a singb* ciicaiit of two wires 
whl(‘h follows the dir('ct route via Kag])iir; and the introduction 
of sp(M'ial cheap-iate tidi'gianis convi'ying gr'-H’tings (»n cerlain 
festive or congrat ulatoi y occasions. 

Considerable ])i ogress was made diii’ing the ycnar in the wirelesN 
branch. Iniprov(‘d losults ^^(‘le obtaimal by em])loying short-wave 
transnjiN.>Jon on th(‘ tlnee routes connecting ^ladras with Pangoon, 
Port Blali and (lolombo. .\ rc'gular sh()r(-wa\(‘ se] \ ice betwc'cn 
Calcutta and Bangkok uas opened in collaboi'at ion with the Tele- 
g]‘a])h AdjiiinistTation of Siam, in conse(]U(Uices of wliich one of the 
land-line lontes Ijetviam Burma and Siam, vhich are (‘\])(‘nsi\e to 
maintaiii, was clo.sed. Short-wave transmitters w(U'e also provided 
for cej’tain other stations in India. The ])rovision of wireb'ss facili- 
ties for aviation puiposc^ along the im])ortant route ladva^en Cal- 
cutta and Rangnion was comjdeled hy the construction of four new 
stations at Chittagong, Akyah, Sandoway and Bassein, and hy 
addition.s to the existing stations at Calcutta and M ingaladon, near 
Rangoon. l)ii*ection-finding apjiarattns was installed in the stations 
at Akyab and Mingaladon, the latter installation being of the 
Adcock ” type which gives mueh more reliable results at night 
than were obtainable witli earlier forms of Jipparatus. The “ Ad- 
cock ” a})])aralus was also installed at Kara(‘bi. The wireless 
station at Caya and the direction-finding installations near Allaha- 
bad and New Delhi were closed at the end of 19f‘U as a measure of 
retrencliment. 

In conjunction with the Meieorologi{*al Department and the 
Civil Aviation Office, arrangements were instituted for the prepara- 
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tion and transinissinn of weather reporls and other important in- 
formation at all wireless stations between Karachi and Victoria 
Point on the air route in India and Burma; while the arrang’ements 
for rec(Mvinfi' weatlnu* rejiorts liy wireless from ships at sea, whicli 
are of the p'reatest imjiortanc'e to the Meteorological Department, 
wer(‘ im])roved. Wireless cf>mmuni(‘ation wn’th England was 
repr-ularly maintained hy tin* Indian Badio TelepTa])h ronijiany 
wdiieli o])ei-ates the lieani ’’ wireless stations in India under 
li(‘ens(‘. Preparations uei*'^ made tor the proyision of additional 
“beam services, incliidino' a telejilione servi(‘e lieiween rndia 
and England. The Oo^'ern menPs broadcast inn* services at Bombay 
and C^alcutta w'o’e maintained during tlie year: at tlie latter station 
satisfactory results yen' ol)tained by tin; addition of a small short- 
wave* 1 ransni iitei*. 


Unfort uriately the financial ])osition of the D(‘])artment during Financial 
19d0-f‘n as compared with the previous year sliowed further deterio- t*heDep^- 
ration. 'Tlie total gross receijds fell by Es. I crore to Es. lO'TS ment. 
croT’es, wlier(*as the working expenses re^maimul iniK'li the* same 
Es. .lla‘>r) crores as com])ared with Es. 11*I?() croios. Aftei* [laying 
interest on capital the Department sutfered a loss of Es. l'-*^**) crores, 
nearly double the loss of Es. 71 lakhs sustained in 1929-30. The 
fall in revenue was of course dwQ to that general depression of which 
mention has had so often to lie made in these ])a< 2 (*--. StT'(*Tniou*< 
endeavours were made to leduce working expen-os and jiractically 
all the recommendations of the Eetrenchment Com.initt'^e were ac- 
ce])ted and given effect to during the year. Stej)s had also to be 
taken to increase r(*v(mue. Surcharges were imposed on inland 
telegrams, supplementary charges levied on telegraphic’ money 
orders, and postage rates (both inland and foreign) and registration 
fees raised. 


No description of connnimication.s would nowadays be complete Civil Avia- 
without some reference to aviation. As was pointed out in our *^***** 
previous report the ra]ud progress of civil aviation in India has 
already effectively reduced her distance from Great Britain, has 
greatly augmented her strategic importance in the chain of Imperial 
communications, and has not only brought her in closer touch Avith 
the rest of the world but has provided a means of speeding up her 
internal communications. The year under review unfortunately 
was marked by the cessation of all development requiring the 
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expenditure of Government funds. None the less some progress 
was made, particiilaily in actual flying operations. Between 
November and March Imperial Airways who maintained their 
weekly service throughout tlie year replaced their fleet of Do Havil- 
land Hercules machines by the new four-engined Handley 
Page ” 42 ty})e. The large <*u])ic vspace ])cr passenger provided by 
this iy])o of aircraft and tlie reduction of noise yirac-tically to the 
level of that in a first-class railway (‘ariiage liave placed air travel 
from the ]iassenger\s ])oiiit of view in a category comparable with 
sea and land travel. introduction of the new machine com- 

bined with unusually severe weather conditions in the Mediter- 
ranean caused considerable delays in the service during Hecendier, 
but these were eliminated early in ihe n(‘\v year. The tolal pound- 
age of ordinary mails carried during the year was 45,f>32 to 

India and 40.474 from India as conpiared Avitb 29,^104 and 24,01b 
respectively for 1920. Passenger traffic- also increased, the numbers 
carried during the last three (juarters of 1921 being 80 on the 
eastward journey and 74 on the Avestward journey. One item of 
retrcnclinient AA^as the abandonment of the })roject for a State air 
seiAu'ce betAA'een Karachi and Galcutta. The Karacdii-Helhi siu’vice 
was taken over by the Delhi Flying Club from the beginniiig of 
1922, following the expiry of the charter agreement for that route 
Avith Imperial Airways. The club carries mails only and is remu- 
nerat(‘d at a fixed rate per ])ound of mail cariied, no subsidy being 
paid by the Governmenl. A De llavilland Gi]).sy II Moth was liow- 
eA"er provided by Government for the carriage of mails. Negotia- 
tions ])roceeded during the year Avith Messrs. Tata and Sons with 
a view to the establishment of a service connecting Bombay and 
Madras with Karachi. An agreement was signed shortly after the 
close of the period under review and tlie new service began opera- 
tions at the end of tin* monsoon of 1922: the service is remunerated 
on the basis of weight of mails carried and no Government subsidy 
is paid. ImproAHul air mail facilities Avere also provided for north- 
Avest India during the year. 

As regards private flying the Government subsidy was main- 
tained at the previous rate, the six clubs at Karachi, Delhi, Bombay, 
Calcutta, Lahore and Madras each receiving Rs. 20,000 for the 
vear 1921-22, and in addition a bonus calculated at the rate of 
Rb. 150 for each pilot trained to “ A licence standard subject to 
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a maximum ot lis. 5,000. Jn 'luly 1951 tlie Delhi Flying Club 
extended iis activities to and opened branches at Cawnpore and 
JiUcknow. A new Hying club was formed at Jodhpur through the 
initiative and with the assistance ot His Highness the Maharajah 
wlio last year successfully completed the tests for an A ’’ licence 
pilot. Another Indian ruler showing active interest in flying is 
His Highness the Jta jah of J unagadh in l^omhay, who has bought 
a machine and engag(‘d a pilot. The total membership of all flying 
clubs iiif-reased from 1,59G to 1,880 and the number of aircraft 
enijiloyed is now 20. ^Tlie total niimlier of pilots trained ah i/utio 
by the clubs was 115, an increase ot 20 over the iiuni]>er trained 
in 1950. Ot 125 pilots to whom “ A ” licences were issued during 
tlic year 48 w'cie Indians. A liirtlior impetus has been given to 
civil a\iatinn in India by the generosity of the Viceroy and Lady 
W iliingdon in j)rescnting a silver cu]), to be known as the Viceroy’s 
Challenge 4h'0])hy and con]p(de(l tor annually. The first race was 
held on the 20th I'chruaiy 1952 over a course of 709 miles starting 
and finisiiing at ?se\\ Delhi and was won by Dr. S])roull of the 
Punjab hdying Club. 

Of Ihe 22 accld(mts during the year, 18 occurred in connection Accidents, 
with eluh fl\ iiig. Tli(* latter which includcMl one fatal accident were 
niostly the result ot pilot>' errors due in the main to lack of experi- 
etice hut occasionally it must he recorded to a hrcach of aircraft 
rules, Mich as low’ tlyiug. 

hollowing the dcei.Mon to a])andoji the service between Karac*hi 
and Calcutta one of tlie machines dt'signed for this route was 
allotted (o the Viceroy for touiintr ]>ur])ose'^ iji the ho])o that, in 
addition to the saving in tune, rlie cost of Ifis KxoelleneyO fours 
might he 1’t‘dueed by di.sjiensing witli fhe sjieeial train iionnally used 
and till* speidal ])oli('(‘ jiroteetion required for railway journeys. 

These anticipations havi* been confirmed. His Kxeollency’s first 
official flight was the visit to (7ilcutta at tlie end of 1951 wlien the 
jouriH'V each way was ])erfojni(*d by air. 

Retrenchment in the civil aviation budget was considerable. 

The budget provision of Rs. 55 laklis for the year 1951-52 w^as 
reduced during the year to Rs. 25 lakhs, wdiile the provision for 
1952-55 is just under Rs. 9 lakhs, a reduction of 75 per cent as 
coiiijiared with the ])revious year. 

The Meteorological Departmei t also suffered from the essential Meteorology* 



130 


need of retrenchment. After fvill consideration it was decided t-> 
abolish the Delhi Meteorological Office including the pilot balloon 
station and to reduce the Madras Observatory and the Rangojn 
Meteorological Office to the status of pilot balloon stations. Other 
economies were the abolition of 4 pilot balloon stations sanctioned 
in connection with civil and military aviation schemes, and the 
discontiniiaiK^e of temporal lire mast work at Karachi, of broadcast 
weather inessagCvS from Karac hi, and of two research scholarships 
sanctioned a year ago as an experimental measure. The normal 
activities of the De])ari numt w(*re continued as efficiently as was 
]>ractica]>le under the c ii c umstanc-es. ANiirning^ ol c'ycdones, 
slorms, de])ressioiis, scjually weather and heavy rainfall were issued 
as usual from TV)ona and Calcutta. The forecasting offices at 
Karachi, Delhi, Calcaitta and Itangooii supplied \veather leports 
and for<M*asis In aviaiois. i iid i<*atc‘cl in tlie ])ievit)iis remarks 

jeport, the ]\reteoi‘olog ical J)t*j)ai*iinent also lielj)s private aviation in 
this coiuitiy hv giving insinn lions in meteorology to caindidaU*^ for 
])ilot's lic*en(‘es and diiring the ye‘aT- under r(.‘vi(w\' M'vtu .i! w <M*e 
trained and coxamined in the* depart mental cauitrc-s at Dellii, 
Karaelii, Domhay and Calc-utta. Seismologic*al and magnetic* 
o])servat ions at Domhay, time' scnwic es at (Jalcaitta and Madi as, 
weather reports at dilterent carntie^, t]ie c‘ompilation and tabulation 
cjf cdimntc^logical data, the e\|>loring ot the upper air hv means of 
routine }>ilot hulloc)ii asc^mt^ and ])C'i iocl ica 1 mounding halloon 
asc'eiits, solar C)1)S(uvations at Kodaika-iial ; all tli(‘se ac^tivities c*c)n- 
tinued, as in foi nicr years, tiiough restricted by reli eiiclinient . 
The scheme for tlie cueation of u new hiancli of agricultural medeoro- 
fo 1)0 financed hy tlie Ini])c‘rial (kuincil oi Airriciil t iiral 
Ttesearch, has been po.^t jxiihhI until financ-c^s imjirovco 

On the scientific* side the Department made fair progress during* 
the yeiir. At Agra and Allahabad about 200 sounding Jialloon 
ascents were made, a iiumlier instruments penetrating heights 
lietwecn 12 and 17 miles. A method of launching balloons at 
night with electrically illuminated tails was evolved and the experi- 
ments were successful up to the maximum height, about 4 miles, 
to wdiich a balloon can be followed. For the use of aviators it is 
important to bo able to eled ermine* the height cjf the base of low 
clouds, and experiments were made with different kinds of search- 
lights to determine these heights at night-time. A variety of 
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s\\bjects were examined, such as ike characteristics of the tropo- 
pause and the troposphere, thunderstorms in the peninsula during^ 
the pre-monsoon montlis, inversions in the upper air, the cold wave 
of 1929, the general circulation of upper air at high levels over 
India and the neighbouring seas, the nor'vvesters in Bengal and 
dust-storms at Agra. Assistan(‘.e was given as in former years to 
the I'esearches of Prof. K. ('. Melita on the transport of the spores 
of cereals rust by uj>[)er winds. At Boinhay, comprediensi ve ob- 
servations were iinderlaken oji atmos 2 )herlc electricity". At Cal- 
cutta attempts were made to develop certain now types of meteoro- 
logical instrunumls for ni(‘ indi(‘ation of ])ressure. temj)orature and 
inversion layers in tln^ upper a<mos])here. The instruments arc 
ha^ed on very simple* ])hysical ]>riiieipb‘s and, it cc'^'^f ul , art* 

expected to be miicli ( liea])(‘r llian the t‘vi>iiiio- standard iji*^lru- 
ments. At Poona, ])artly with the c*o-operation of research students, 
the inv(vs1 ioai ions included the met('orologi(*al conditions on tlie 
Ghals })efor(* and durinji* tin* monsoon. n])per air conditions in 
normal and disturhi'd wt*athcr. solar and sky ladiation, zodiacal 
light and tin* light (.‘t the mcionlit night sky, .statistics and tlieir 
apiilicatinii to ''oa^onal ( orecaNl ing. Individual uieinhers of tin* 
DepartmeiiT ]niblis]icd several arti<*les, some in foico'g-Ti journals 
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We propose in tliis cliupler briefly to describe certain general 
features of the year's trade, tbeii to give some details of the prin- 
cipal commodities exported and imported, and finally to refer to 
certain other matters of commtMcial interest. 

The monsoon of Jlidl vas on the whole well-distributed, but at 
a tew j)la<‘es lieasy rains resulted in floods and damaged the crops. 
Avei-aged oAer the plains of India the total rainfall during the mon- 
soon period ^^as 4 ]mu* cent above normal. The season was thus a 
good one from the agricuhui al >iaiul]»oint. Except in Burma the 
rice cro[) was satistacloi x and excianlcd the pre\ ions year’s crop by 
per c«nit and lln^ wheal cioj) wa.s gieaim* by S per cent tlian the 
average (j 1 the ]»rec(‘d]ng ti\e \car>. Sugai’cane exctHMiial liie 
yiehl ol llo^ [O'eA’iou.s \(‘ai’ ]>\ pen c(‘iit. J4i(‘ cotton crop however 
was 2'^ j)er cent ie>s tlian lln‘ ]>i‘e\ ions yvnv and was the lowest since 
tljc M‘ason, while the ar(‘a undei- jnte was deliherately 

restrieted. Among tln^ oiUrtal ero|>>, linseed was m\ich llie same as 
in th(‘ previous year, while castor seed increased and M‘samuin and 
groundnut deelimnl in yi( hi. 

A brief r(‘\ iew' ot tlie gtmeral (‘coiioinie depression has hcen 
attem])t(Mj m the eha])t(‘r on fmaiiem It is sntficient to observe here 
that tlie disastrous fall in prices which began in Octolter con- 

tinued unalialcd until S(‘ptcinbcr 1941. At the end of that month 
the susj)ension of the gold standard ip, I'highmd, India and some 
other coitntries arr(‘^t(Ml tlie fall in ])ii<a\s, as expressed in the ciir- 
lencies of those i‘Ountri(‘s, an<l llKUcafler uniil ihe end of file jieriod 
wdth which we aie (hniling prices showed some slight incrcnise. The 
Cahuitta wholesale price ind(‘x numl)er lor Se])ieml)or 193 was 144; 
by Se])tenjber 1941 il bad lallen to 91, a fall of over 4)ti per cent; 
it rose to 9S by Dccembei- btit ];y ^Fandi declined sligditly to 94. 
This iiK'ieasc liowcvcr was merely a reflection of th(‘ de[)re<‘iation in 
terms of gold of the cuiTemdes of those countries wliich abandoned 
tb(* gold standard: gold j)ri<*es as sindt continued on the dowuiwnird 
trend. 

A review^ of the year’s trade shows tliat, as in the previous year, 
the prices of exported urtiedes, wliich are mainly raw materials, fell 
much more than those of iinjiorted articles, which are chiefly manu- 

( 132 ) 
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factured goods. The index number of exported articles in Septem- 
ber was 217 ; by March 1921 it had dro])ped to 132 and by 
September 1931 to IK), a fall of 4()*5 per cent. The index number 
for imported articles in September 1929 A\as 167; by March 1931 
it had fallen <o 124 and ])y Septenibej* 1931 to 139, a fall of 17 per 
cent. Tli(‘ ('ulciiiia wbolesal(‘ ])rice index niimlxu* iev('als the same 
trend; by S(;|)t(‘inl)er 19^)1 the fall in the case of ex])orted articles 
ajnounied to almosi 47 ])(‘r cent, \\lier(‘as in ilie case of imj)orted 
articl(‘s it uas 26 ])e? cent. The po'^ition is further ilhistraled by 
the pri(u*s of iin|)ortaiit cojninodities. Ky Septemlxu 1931 tlie 
exj)()it pi Ices of the prinrijial agiiculiural products had declined as 
loliows as compared \sith September 1929; oilseeds by bo per (‘(uit, 
wheat and liide> and ^kins bv b:) per rent, tea by bl ])ei- cent, raw 
(‘otton by 49 p('r eent, raw juti* by 43 ])(*r cent ami rice by *>9 pei* 
cent. The tall in the (ax* ol imjiorted maniilactured goods during 
the saim* ])(*riod was as iol!o^^^: cotton manufactures 27 ]>er cent, 
metals 19 pei* c(*nt, sugar IS ])er c(‘^»t and other coinmoditi(*> ')(> ]>(*! 

(‘ent. Til is (lispro])ort ionate fall in the value of ex]>orts \\as again 
a vital feature ol the y(‘ar’s trade, for India’s whole economic* life 
may be said to dejK’iid upon tlie ]>rices obtainable for the exjiortable 
surplus (){ lit‘r staple* (uojis. 'I’ln* total Aalue of imports ot private 
iiieicltaii(]is(‘ duiiiig tin* year was Ks. 126 crores, a fall of Es. 38 
crort*s as comj)ar('(l with the pre^ ious ;Nt*ar and of Rs. 114 crores as 
compared \\ith 1929-30. Kxj)orts of private mercliaii(li‘'e liowever, 
totalling Es. 161 croi'(‘S, wt*re less by Es. 6b crores as compared with 
th(‘ ])r('vious }(’tir tind l)y Es. Ib7 crores as com])ared with 1929-30. 

The pcrc('utag(‘ fall in the total value of im])orts and exports over 
the tuo \ears from H)29-30 to 1931-32 was much tin* sann*, but 
the relat ive v;din oi tlm export trade was maintained only by 
exporting rompai-at ivt'ly larger (plant ities. Hut for tin* exjiori ot 
gold and silver, Avbicb totalled nearly Es. 62> crores as comj>are(l 
with imjiorts of only Es. 7 t rores, tlie lialauce of ti'ade in favour 
of India would have dwindled to a V(*ry small tigure iudet'd. 

The fall in tlie value of exports no doubt accounts for much of General fea- 
the decline in the im])orl trade: the same volume of exports ^ould 
only huy a smaller quantity of imports. Broadly sjieaking, the 
Indian ])rodu(*er reeeived Es. 6b crores less for his exportable sur- 
])his than in tlie previous year, whereas his expenses remained much 
the same, especially in the case of the agriculturist, and the price 
of the imported manufactured articles which he required did not 
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fall to the same extenl. Another factor, the politicjil boycott, un- 
doubtedly had vsome inlluence on the import trade. It is true that 
for the greater part of tlio year under review, from Aj)ril until 
December lO^U, the boycott was in abeyance: but the ctTects of the 
boycott of tlie previous yeai* no doubt persisted in some degree, a 
non-political “ Ihiy Indian movement was on foot during the 
currency of the Ti'win-Gandhi “ ])act ”, and an attempt to rt^vive 
tlie ])olitical boycott was made wlien civil disf>bedi(‘nce was resumed 
in dannarv' 11ie actual eftcct of tlie boycott is however diffi- 

cult to assess. Tliere is no doul)t lha-t it was ri'sponsible for sonu* 
reduction in im]n)ris, (^specially of cotton ])iecegoods. On the other 
hand basic* economic causes veu-c at woiK, and fiirtlnu' the boycott 
was mainly dirended against the Pnitcnl Kingdom and tberel'orc^ 
affected im])oi'ts from tliat (‘oinitiy ratlnn- tlnni tlic total volume' oi 
iniports. This is illusti'ated bv tlic ])erceii tagc' slian's of the main 
jmjxu’ting couiitric's. 'TIk' rnited Kingdom's share' in tli(‘ year 
under i(‘\iew was 'T)'') \)vv e('ni as (‘')n)])aTed witli -^*2 j»('r e(‘nt in 
t!i(' pi‘(‘\ ions \eai‘ and pei eeiil in In)]H)rt'> from 

otlo'r eonntrie", bowener, inei'c'asc'd. Taking tln'in in ornh'r of 
voluinc*, dapan's share* was l(l'f) |h'i e(‘ni as com])ai’('d w’lth S’S per 
cent in the ious ^('ar and fhS p<*r c(‘nt in lf)21h‘)b: Aiiu'rica’s 
sliaie was 10’] ])er as com])art‘d with 0‘2 ])er (*('nt in in-‘>0-2)l 

and 7‘2 ])er <‘(*nl in tin* pre'ce dino' yesir: (uu-man^'s ^Inue' Avas 8*1 
])ei- c('n1 as coin j)ar(*(] with T’o per cent and b’b ])ei’ cent in the two 
precedinir v(*ais. I'ou'ign eoimiries as a wdiob* inereasc'd their share 
from 48'‘1 ]>er c^'iit in 1020-.‘U) to o.’pO pen* (‘('iit in the following year 
and 00-2 per cemt iti tin* year under rc'poit. In otbe]' words the 
Dnited Kingchnn lost 1-7 cc'iit of her Indian import trade to 
foreign (*ouritrif*s during the yc'ar under r('])ort and 7*8 ])('r rent as 
com])ared with 1020-00. A })a?*t at least of this def‘line must' be 
attributed to the politic'al boycott. 

There* is also a third cause of the fall in impoids. The policy 
of }>rotectiiiL»' Indian industries natuially results in reduced imports 
of certain classes of articles, the reduction being paitly made good 
)jy increased internal ])roduction. This factor ap])lied particularly 
to cotton pieeegoods and sugar during the year under review. 

We propose to preface our detailed account of the trade move- 
ments of the year with a brief general survey. As we liave seen the 
total value of the imports of merchandise into British India in 
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Ks. 12(> ciores and llial of exports lls. 161 crores. 
Compared witli the previous year these figures represent a fall of 
Rs. 38 erores or 23 ])er cent in ilie ease of imports and Rs. 65 crores 
or 29 i)er rent in tlio case of ex])orts. Tlie decline on the import 
side eni})raced almost all c.ommodiiies. IVxiiles fcdl hy Rs. 0 
troros, a dro[) of 14*5 j)cr coni as CMjm})ared with the ])reTious year 
and ot 45 pri* as (•()m])ared with 1920-30. (.’oiiou ]ji('cegof)ds 
were ch icily aflc(‘0‘(j, c'^pf'cially in ihe case of im])orts from ihe 
Rnil(‘(l Kinjjdoni wliicli sIiowcmI a r(‘dncti()ii of 140 million yards: 
concui rciil ly llii^ d(‘<4iii(‘ in col Ion piec egoods the imports 

of raw cotton incr(‘a>cd. T1 h‘ next largt*-^! dt'crease, amounting to 

0,14 lakL^, A\'as under ili(‘ metal gKuiy). lm])orls of iron and 
steed leli iioni 014,2t)0 toiw to -MhlHtO lon^ in (juantitv and fj‘om 
Rs. 10-9 . 1 cic'^ to Rs. 0*3 eioje> in \alue; jii s]die oi this heavv total 
reductit)!!, liow(‘V(‘r, the piu'ccnta^c >]iai(‘ ot the United Kingdom 
increased. Machinery and nndal sljoued a total dro]) of Rs. 3>.42 
laklis n(»t w itlistaiiding improvement s in cotton and sutrar machiii- 
ery. The Aalm^ of hardware iinj)orted ioR fiom Rs. 3,,()0 lakhs to 
Rs. 2, til lakli'«. Imports ol imOor vehi(‘h*s deidined from Rs. 4,9fi 
lakhs to Rs. 2, St) lakhs, motor-eais falling in num])er from 12.00C) 
to 7,200 and < i)inihuM‘s from S,90i9 to 4. ‘100. Imports oi sugar fell 
from jiist o\ei' one million tons valm^d at lU. 11 erore^ to a 
little' ov«*r half a million tons valiu'd at lU. 0’2 eroit's, allhougli 
eurioiisly (umugh im]t(*rts ot he'ot s\igar inerea-etl l)y ahout 50 pen* 
cent. .Mimual oil import^ totalled 217 million galhuis valued at 
Rs. 9 eioi’(‘s as compared witli 242 million gallons valued at 
Rs. ]0'5 err»n's in llie ioiis year, altlionoli petrf>1enm increased 
from S’8 to 12-7 nullion gallons. Tmpoits id tu'indsions deedined hy 
Rs. 1,47 lakhs and iTiiports of wlu'aT from 232.000 tons, valued at 
Rs. 2,15 lakhs, to 11 1. boo tons ^ allied at Rs. 73 lakhs. 

Witli minor cxcejitions, all articles of the ex])ort trade also Exports, 
sutfered fiinn the gi'iioral detdine. The outstanding feature was ihe 
slum]) in the raw cotton trade. Exports of raw cotton fell from 
3,926,000 hales to 2,34)9,000 bales in quantity and from Rs. 46 
crores to Rs. 23 crores in value, the result partly of the depression 
in the world cotton industry and partly of the higher parity ruling 
for Indian cotton in the Indian market. The decline in cotton 
luanufactuii's was comparatively small, totalling in value Rs. 40 
laklis. The downward movement in the jute export trade con- 
tinued : the decline in value of exported jute, both raw and manu- 
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factiired, amounted 1o Ks. 12 erores. Exports of food grains re- 
mained the same in quantity hut de(‘liiied in value from Rs. 30 
crores to Rs. 20 erores. Sliipments of tea fell by 14*7 million lbs. 
to 341*5 lbs. in (juantity and by Rs. 4*1 croivs to Rs. 19*4 crores in 
value. Oilseeds dropped by 5 jier cent in (juantity and 18 per cent 
in value. Linseed vas mainlv res])onsible tor l!ie decline; giound- 
nuts and rape-seed showed some improvement. Exports of liidt's and 
skins f(dl from O-bOOt) tons valued at Rs. 11*7 crores to 4!), 400 tons 
valued at Rs. 8‘ii crores. 

The total valm^ of re-ex])orts ^^as R.s. 4,00 lakhs, i-ejiresenting a 
decline of Rs. 48 lakhs in c(5mparison witli tin' jirevious yi'ar and 
of Rs. 2,47 lakhs in connauison with 1029-30. Cotton manufac- 
tures (chiefly piei-egoods) fell Iitou Rs. 54 lakhs to Rs. 44 lakhs. 
Raw skins — oiu* of the chief items in the riidian re-ex])ort trade — - 
improved in puaniity from 211 to 9,05 tons hut declined in value from 
Rs. 1,()J lakhs to Hs. 80 lakhs. The decline in the ]e-e\port trade 
particularly affec ted Bombay whos(' share of Rs. 2,84 lakhs repre- 
sented a fall of Rs. 39 lakhs in comparison with the previous year. 

The visil)]e balance of irad(* in iiH'ndmndise and treasure' during 
the yea?‘ uas in favour of India to the exttmt ot Rs. 90 crf)r(‘s as 
compared with IL. 9,8 (‘roies \n the ])iecedin‘:* yeiir, Rs. 53 crores in 
1929-30 and th(' r(*eoid figme of Rs. 109 crores in 1925-20. Trans- 
actions in treasuie on pri\at(‘ a<‘eoun1 lesulled in a 'lOt- export of 
treasure amount ino to R'^. 50 ci’ores as against a net iinport ot 
Rs. 24 crores in 1930-31. (iohl showed a nef e\j)ort of IL' 58 
crores and sih(u* a n(‘t import of Rs. 2.1 <’rorr^. Net exports of cin- 
rency not(‘s amoiiiiled to R>. 20 lakhs. 

To proceed now with details, the foremost item in the import 
trade is cotton and cotton u'oods. The total valiu' of imports of 
cotton ma nufactuies durintr the year ^^as Rs. 19 crores as against 
Rs. 25 ci'ores in tin* |)re# t‘ding year and Rs. o9 (!rores in 1929-30, a 
deedine of 24 ])er cent and 08 pei* cent r(*sj)ect ively as cf)mpared with 
each of the ]M’eceding yt'ars. Th<*re Avas little movement in cotton 
twist and varn, tin* figires being 9>l-() million lbs. valmul at 
Rs. 2,99 lakhs as compared Avith 29*1 million lbs. valued af Rs. 3,08 
lakh.s in the ]>receding year: but as compared with 1929-30, when 
43*9 million Ihs. Avere imported at a declared value of Rs. 6,00 
lakhs, the decline in Aalue amounted to 50 per cent. This fall in 
the imports of yarn it may be noted was more than compensated by 
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larger home ])rofhicl ion ; the iolal ]>roduction of yarn clnrinn- Hje 
year — n record year — amounled to 966 million lbs. as com- 

])ar<Ml witli (S67 nnllion lbs. in the preceding year and 834 million 
lbs. in 1929-30. Im])orts of cotton ])iece^oods totalled 776 million 
yards valued at Ks. 14*7 crores, as com])ared with 890 million yards 
valued at Rs. 20 (*rores in 1930-31 and 1,919 million yards valued 
at Rs. bO crores in 1929-30, The fall in yardaj:e as com])ared with 
the prt'vioiis ycnir was tber-efoi'e 13 per cent and. a^ cnni|uiT*e(l wdh 
1929-30, 60 ])(‘r cent. It will thus be seen that tin* decline under 
tin’s Ijead peisisted, altliouL'h it was a])j)reciab]y b»ss than in the pre- 
vious yt\ar when the efTccds of the abnormal conditions wliich c'aused 
it wiM'e first fully felt. Tin' main cans(* of ibe df^eJlm* Avas of course 
the ^-eneral one that wt* have already m)tieed, namely, tin* lower 
])tircbasin^‘ jxiw (‘i of the Tndiaii consumer. 33ie additional cause, 
tlie political l'.oyc()tt. applied ipaitic'ularly lo cotton ])lecej 2 *oods, and 
altbou^di tli(‘ (‘Xteni oi it.- infl\n‘nce is difficult to a]>|)raise. .some 
indi<*ation is atVoialcd by a compailson of tin* ]>ei centa^’e of decline 
in the caso (tf cotton ]ji(*cetr<><><ls with lliat in tlu* case of other 
im])OT*ls. As com]»aie(l wiih tin* year 1929-30. the last faii'ly nor- 
mal year, the total declim* in tin* \alue of imjn rts of all (“ommodi- 
lies was 47*3 ])e 7 ‘ cenf. The main items in tins (b‘(dine were suc*ar 
()1 [)(*]• ct'id, nn‘laK bf) pcu cent, Aebndes 08 ])ei‘ c(*nt, hardware 42 
])er (‘ent, machinery 4(t ]k*!- c(‘nt, (diemical^ and dru^s T> per cent. 
3^he ])ercenta<jr<* of decline in tin* case of (‘olton manufactures Innv- 
ever A\'as as much a-^ (iS ]>t'r cent, 'riiere can be no doubt that the 
j)ol ideal boycott was rc*spon>ible foi' at any Tutt* a ])art of the differ- 
ence of 20 [jer cent Ix'tween the fall in cotton man u fact iiie.s and that 
in im]K)rted articles as a whole. 

The (‘Ifects of the boyc’ott are turtlier illu>trated by the dt'diiie 
m im]»()rts from the Ignited Kinprdom, aj^ainst Avbicdi the boycott 
wuis inaiTilv dir(*ct<*d, as coin]>ared with other* countiies. As we 
have set'll, imports of cotton twist and yarn ft'll from 4‘>‘9 million 
Ihs. in 1929-30 to 31*6 million lbs. in the year under revicAv, a de- 
cline of 27*3 ])er tent. The fall in the poundaa’e of imports from 
the Tfiiiied Kinj^dom was 40 per cent whereas from other countries 
int'ludin^* 4 a})an it was only 17 per cent. The di'op in yardage of 
(‘otton piecegoods as com])ared Avitli 1929-30 was 60 per cent. This 
com])rised a tall in g^rey goods of 73 ])(‘r cent, in Avhite goods of 41 
per cent and in coloured goods of 34 per cent. As regards grey 
goods the fall in imports from the Rnited Kingdom reached the 
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enormous ])ro])ortioii of 88 per cent; in tlie case of Japan it was 58 
per cent. As regards whiie goods Hie decline in the case of the 
TTniied Kingdom was 58 ])er cent, whereas imporls from Japan 
rose from 14 million yards in 1929-80 1o 00 million yards during the 
year under report. In the case of coloured goods imports fiom the 
United Kingdom fell by (U ])er cent ; Ja])anes(‘ im])orts on the dther 
hand fell by 88 pen* cent b\it as com]>ared with 1980-81 increased by 
28 ])er cent. 'JJk^ significam'c of lhes(' figures is plain. 

Imports woj e ])robably alsf) affected to some exttmt bv tlie in- 
i‘rea^(‘d dniie> on cotton piec(‘goods im]>()^(Ml by the budget ot March 
1981 and the cimu-gcncy l)U(lgef of Scptemlun- 1981. Tlu' March 
hudgt'f lai.^cd tlie dutit‘s li-om lo por cent to 20 ])er c(‘nt jn the case 
(»f cotton ])iccegoo(ls of lliatish manula(‘t urt* and from 20 ])er cent 
to 2b ])er ct'iit in the (‘as(' of maiiidacd nre> of oilnu' origin. These 
duti('N w(‘ie lurflier ejihanc(‘(l in Sept(‘mber 198)1 bv a u^meial sni- 
cl!argt‘ of 2'> ])er cent. The fiii'Ui'cs of incr(‘as(‘d yai'ii ])ro(] net ion 
giv<m abn\'(‘ slifiw that tlie fmlian mill industry was not >lov to take 
advunlag’e of tliis enliaii(*ement ol ])rot(M*l i v(‘ duii(‘s. 

1 )i tli‘‘uli les \\(‘ie also inliodueed in tlu* (■()it()Ti iiidu^ii*\. 'hotli in 
Kngbind and India, by the plumommial fad in ]>ric(‘s of law coll on 
up to Se])(eniber 1981 and Il)(‘ umaM'tainly whitdi followed ihe sus- 
]-ension of the gold standard in that month. ]»ri(‘e oF Am(*fican 

middling’ at UiAeipool wii^ ahout (id. pm* Ih. al tlu' la ginning of 
]\rar(lj J98J and naiehed its ]ow(‘st ])oiii( in Angus! at 8,’(;t)d. pen' 
lb. Tl rose to 5'9bd. per lb. by abouf the middh' of Ib’bniarv but 
.suftered a sliglif lelapse in tlie closing month of tlie \'eaT. Trices in 
India followed ])ric(‘s in hlngland, although tln\v fell less in the' (‘ase 
of a decline and rfise moie in the case of an im‘reas(*. 

Yet anollier factor making for Kalueed imprirts undei’ cotton 
])ieeegonds is tin* partial replacement of eoloiirtMl, ]>r!nted and dyed 
goods ]>y artificial silk. 7jarg(‘ imjxiits of aitifieial silk pieeegoods 
from dapan at ^iheiiomenally h)W pric’cs app(‘ar to be eflVeting a 
levoluficm in fasliion. Imports of firtifieial silk goods duriiig tlie 
ve«aj' under 7'evi(‘W amounted to 85 million viirds as ef)mpar<al with 
5J million yards in the preceding year — an iiieiease of C7 ])er cent — 
all the more noticeable because im])orls of other pieeegoods declined 
eoiLsiderably. 

The next main im])ort group, metals and manufacTin<‘s thereof, 
declined in quantity by 88 per eeiii from 809,000 tons in 1980-81 to 
418.000 tons in the year under report, and in value liy 89 per cent 
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from Es. IG crores to Rs. 10 crores. Iron aod steel accounted for Iron and 
Rs. 6-0 crores as compared with Es. 11 crores in the previous 
year. The depression in the iron and si eel industry was universal, 
the world ])roduciion of pig iron and steel in 10-31 being estimated 
at hG million and 70 million tons respectively. Tliesc figures repre- 
sent a fall of 20 per cent and 2o per cent resp(‘ciively as compai'od 
with 10*30 and are the lowest on record siiice 1022. India’s inijioits 
f»f all classes oi iron and stf'ol during the year under re])ort tuialhul 
371,000 tons, a fall of 40 ])er cent as comjiared witli tlje pievious 
year and the lowest tignre on record since tin' fireat War. The 
United Kingdom maintained liei- ^liaic (d tlie trade as cnmjiared 
with otlu'i* rounti'les, lioi* c\’])f)rt^ to India iindei* this head totalling' 

Kil.ttOO tons as compaiT'd u itii 200,000 tons in ilie previous year. 

Imporls of pig iron {(dl from tons to 400 tons, while imports 

of manulactn]ed iron and st^ud droppf'd hy '50 pin* c(nd in rpnintity 
and h\ 12 ]»ot’ (t‘nl in value. 

Import^ (d nudals other than iron ai-d steel irll from o.^.OOtt tons Other Metals. 
\ allied at lU. o.OO lakhs in 1030-‘U to 47,000 tons valiunl at Es. 3.44 
iaklis in 1031-32. Aliimiiiiinn imjioits t(dalh‘d only ->0.400 cwt^. 
valued at Ivs. 30 lakhs compa?*od witli 128.300 cvvls. valued at 
Rs. 1,0] laklis in tlie previous y«'ar. Ih'ass imports deidined frimi 
-580,000 cwts. to .‘kl‘5d)00 cwts. in (jiiantity and fi’om Rs. ],03 lakhs 
to Es l,2ti laklis in ^allle. Undei* tliis itmn impoits from the 
Unitf'd Kingdom advanced irom 42,000 cuts, to 72,000 cwts., while 
ini])orts from (hu-many, whicdi continued to ht‘ the jirincipal sour<‘e 
of suj)|)ly, and .la])an decreased. Imports id coppei’ remaiiuMl much 
the sauu' as in the ])n‘vioiis year in quantity hut fell in total value 
from ]U. 1,04 lakhs to Es. 8-o laklis. luqxuts of uii wrought zinc, 
in gi’eat dtunand hy the Indian gaUanizing industry, advanced 
from 170,000 cwts. to 180,000 cwt>., tlie T'nited Kingdom im reasing 
her cont riliiit ion in common with other inqiOTting countries except 
America.. Inqiorfs of wroiiglit zinc (leclim'd, as also imporfs ni 
lead and iiti. 

Tm])orts of iiuodiinery and inill-woi k declined hy 24 per cent Imports of 
from Es. lo crores in 1030-31 to Es. 11-G crores in 1031-32. ““^hinery. 
This was largely the result of the fall in prices and the decline in 
the actual volume of imports was not very great: and two important 
branches of the trade, cotton and sugar machinery, showed a dis- 
tinct advaiiee. Under j)rime-movers there was a heavy fall from 
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Rs. 2,74 lakhs to Rs. J,5G lakhs, owiiifif chiefly to smaller importa- 
tions of railway locomotive engines and industrial oil engines. 
Tmporis of electrical machinerv fell from Its. 2,39 lakhs to Rs. 2,16 
lakhs and of textile machinerv from Rs. 2,83 lakhs to Rs. 2,48 
lakhs: ihe fall was considerable in the case of jute machinery, from 
Rs. 81 lakhs to Rs. 32 lakhs. Tmporis of cotton machinery rose 
from Rs. 1,78 laklis to Rs. l^f)3 lakhs, of which the T'^nited King- 
dom’s share Avas Rs. 1,67 lakhs. The increase in inqxmis of sugar 
machinery, from Rs. 14 lakhs to Rs. 30 lakhs, was ])robably due to 
aniicipai iojis of the (lovernment's ])rolective ]>oli(‘y. Otlun* class(*s 
of machinerv such as boilers, refiigeraioi-s, and machinery for metal 
working, rice and flour mills, oil cnisliing and i‘(‘fining, declin- 
ed noticeably. 

toportsof generjil business de])rt‘ssion was ])ari icularly reflected in the 

VeMdes. motor vebiede inipori iradc*. Only 7,220 cais valued at Rs. 1,48 
lakhs were iiiipoitcN] in 1931-32 as compaivd Avith 12,601 valued at 
Rs. 2,58 laklis in 1930-‘n. Tlie figures for 1931-32 are the loAvest 
on re(‘ord sinc e the year 1922-23. Tlie yc'ar umhw report falls into 
distinct periods. Vp to Sc'ptember, Avhen tlie gold standard Avas 
aliandoned, the share of the Knited Kingdom iii the trade dcudined 
steadily to an un])i*ecedentedly Ioav level: but tliei’eafter it definitely 
im])roved. In tli(‘ first half of the ye:ir only 17 ])er (‘ont of the 
total nundier of car^ im])orted (‘ame from tin* ITnited Kingdom as 
against 71 ])er cent from the I'nitcMl Stat(*s of Ameri(*a and Oanada, 
but in the second half of the year the United Kingdom’s ])r()por- 
tion rose to 49 ])eT’ cent A\hile that of the other tAvo (iountries men- 
tioned fell to 34 p(‘r cent. Taking the y(*ar as a Avbole the propor- 
tion of Rritisli cars inifxndcMl rose fiom 23 yier cemt in tin* prcAu'ous 
A^ea]' to 39 per cent, Avhile in the case of .Vnn'ia’ca and Canada it fell 
from 66 ])er cent to 56 ]n‘r cent. Tnijioits of motor omnibuses, A^ans, 
lorries, etc., f(‘ll from 8,fll3 valued at Rs. 1 ,d2 lakhs to 4,302‘ 
A’alued at Rs. 67 lakhs. Here also the etTect of the susjiension of 
the g-old standard Avas reflected in a fall in the share of America and 
a rise in that of the TTnited l\ingdom. 

Imports of Imports of all kinds of mineral oils, the ne.xt ini])orlant group, 

Mineral Oils, fVoui 242 million gallons Auilued at Rs. 10*5 crores in 

1930-31 to 217 million gallons Amlued at Rs. 9 crores in 1931-32. 
With the exception of ])etrol, all the important clasvses of mineral 
oil shoAved a decrease. Imports of kerosene oil fell hy 13 per cent 
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in quantity and 19 per cent in value, and lubricating oils by 
38 per cent in quantity and 27 per cent in value. Fuel oils fell 
slightly both in (juanlily and value. Imports of petrol rose from 
9 million gallons valued at Its. 73 lakhs io 13 million gallons vahied 
at Es. 1,05 lakhs. 

The decline in tlie i]n[)orts of sugar was greater than in llie case Importtof 
of any oilier majoi’ commodity. The total imy)oris excluding ^“*^®*’* 
molasses amounted io only 510,00(1 tons valued at Es. 0 crores as 
compared with 901,000 ions valued ai Es. 10*5 crores in the pre- 
vious year. Alt hough ai the beg-inning of the year there was a 
better tone in ilu‘ world sugar industry, stocks at the Indian ports 
iver(» for most ])ari ot tin* year far in exc(‘ss of the immediate needs 
of consuming rauitres and conse(|uently ])rices ruled abnormally Iom'. 

In Sey)tember the sus])ension o( the gold standard and the incieasc 
in the iTuport duty combin(*(l to resiri<‘i the imy)ortation of sugar io 
the minimum, and in a(bliiion two other factors came inio play. 

Tlie pi’oieciion alTord(*d l^y the etthan(‘ed rate of duty gave a great 
im])eius io local ])roduction: vsecondly, ihere were indications in 
some parts of th(‘ country t])ai the consunnus’ demand was shifting 
fro]n foreign >ugar to The ])roduction of raw r/nr during tlie 

year und«‘r leview leaclied the uti})recedented figure of -‘1.880, OOt) 
tons, a marked increase as compared ^^ith 3.218.000 tons in 19.‘>0--n 
and 2,752,000 ions in 1929-30. ' 

Tlie geiKM ai (h'clim' in the im])ort trade is also illustrated ])y the Imports of 
figures relating to the iollowing priuci])al commoditit's, nuMiliom-;! 
in order of valmu TnijK)iis of insi »umeTits, apy)aratu‘? and a])p]i- 
aiices fell from Es. 4,77 laklis to Es. 3, (>9 lakhs: of provisions and 
oilmans’ stores from Rs. 4.88 lakhs to Es. 3,41 lakhs; of silk, both 
raw and mainifa(*tur(Ml a]iif*l(‘s, from Es. 3,00 lakhs to Es. 2,74 
lakhs; of hardware froiu Es, 3,00 bakhs to Es. 2,01 lakhs: of ohe- 
mi(‘als from Es. 2,01 lakb- to Es. 2,57 lakhs: of paper and paste- 
hoard from Es. 2,87 lakhs to Es. 2,-50 lakhs: of liquors from 
Es. 3,32 lakhs to Es. 2,27 lakhs: of riihher, hoth raw and manufac- 
tured, from Es. 2,58 lakhs to Es. 2,22 lakhs: of spices from Es. 2,55 
lakhs to Es. 2,08 lakh^: of drugs and medicines from Es. 1,94 lakhs 
to Es. 1,91 lakhs; of wool, hoth raw and manufactured articles, 
from Es. 2,31 lakhs to Es. 1,02 lakhs: of fruits and vegetables from 
Bs. 1,49 laklis to Es. l,-34 lakhs: of glass and glassware from 
Es. 1,05 lakhs to Es. 1,22 lakhs: of grain, pulse and flour from 
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Rs. 2,82 lakhs to Es. 1,18 lakhs; of tobacco from Rs. l,ol lakhs to 
Rs. 94 lakhs. 

As we liave seen, the total value of exports fell from Rs. 220 
crores to Rs. lot) crores. The jiriiicipal item in the export trade is 
jute, raw and manufactuied. The year under review was eveu 
worse for the jute trade than the jirevious year. The root causes 
remained the same, namely, a. ^‘really ri^duced world demand and 
over-prodmd ion in the industry itself, the latt(U’ factor datin^^ l)ack 
t(» the artificial slimiilus })rovlded ])y the (ireat AVar. During the 
year under K'view thme Avas no impiovtumuit in tlie otUK'ral world 
trade in raw materials and the <lemand foi‘ jute manutact ines, used 
mostly as containers for raw materials, thus remaiiu'd stai^nant. 
The year's cro]) was much smalh‘r: th(‘ actual total uhm under 
jute in 19dl A\as 1 ,802,000 acr(‘s as (‘omparcMl vitli -‘>. 402,000 acres 
in 1920, the yicdd beiiio* estimated at “» (I million l)ah‘< a^ of)mpare<] 
with 1 rO million bales in tb(‘ ])n‘vions year. It wa< e\pect('d that 
tills short ci'op, combin(‘d with th(‘ restrictions on the output of 
manufactures imjiosed by tbe Indian dute Mills Association, would 
jm]»r()Vc tli(‘ statistical position of tin* trade, but aetmilly it seems 
to have created veiy little im])ression ou the juti' market TTeavy 
stocks itunaiiied outstanding* tiom tlH‘ previous year and, as we liave 
seem, there was no im])rovem(‘nt in demand. Th’i(*(‘s ( ()ns(*(juently 
lemaiiK'd at a Aan-y low bwel tlii’ouj^’hout the y(‘ai* (‘\ce|»t for two 
months following* tlie siisjiension of the ^old standard. 

Tli(* total wiM’iilit of raAV and manufaeturtul jnT<* exportiul during* 
the year amounted to 1,2-’>0,000 tons, or ] ->0,000 tons less than tlie 
pri^roding* year, Avitb a decline in total value from R>. 4") crores to 
Rs. 8-4 ci*oi(‘s. Raw' jute accounted tor -J4 ])er cent f»f tlu* value and 
jute manuiact ur<*s OO pei* cent, as comjiarcMl AAitli 29 ]>er cant and 71 
per cent, respectively, in th(‘ ]>7*eA ious year. 44ie total (‘xpoiis of 
laAv jute fell from ->,470,000 bales valued at Rs. 10 ( rores to 
0,280,0f)0 bales valued at Rs. II (*iores, IIk^ (^nit(‘d Kingdom le- 
placinn- frermany as the largest (mstomm*. Ex]mrts of g’unny bag's 
fell in numixu* from 4'>4 millions to -089 millions and in value from 
Rs. 14 “j crores to Rs. 11 crores. Australia remained tbe best mar- 
ket for 0 * 111111 X^- 1 ) 0 ^- 8 , althougb lier share deidined from 88 millions 
to 08 millions. Exjiorts of gfunny eloib fell from 1,271 million 
yards to 1,021 million yards and in value from Rs. 17 crores fo 
Rs. 101 croies. America remained tbe chief (‘ustomer, taking; 092 
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million yards as compared with 854 million yards in the previous 
year. Exports to the United Kingdom increased from 40 million 
yards to (>2 million yards. 

B-aw cotton, the next important expori commodity, also had a Exports of 
had year. Tlie total cx])orts were 2,309,000 bales valued at Co tton nSwu-- 
Bs. 23’5 crores, as c()ni])ared ^^ith 3,920,000 bales valued at factures. 

Bs. 40*3 crores in ilie previous year. These figures are the lowest 
on record since 11)20-21. Tt wa< of coiirs(‘ a disastrous year for the 
cotton trad(' in gcuieral, tli(" le\(d of jirices touched in Liverpool 
being the ]o\\(‘si since 1894, Indian ]>rices liowovcr did not fall to 
ilie sa?n(' cxleni, ouing 1o the exlraordinarily strong sfatistical posi- 
tion of Indian colOni during the year. The ciop of a little over 4 
no 11 ion ])ales was the lowest since 1921-22 and followed emupara- 
tivtdy short crops in ih(‘ two ]>rec<‘ding ycuirs. The stock positiem 
was thus coiisidtu'aldy (‘ascd and in addition the home demand for 
Indian cotton w'as ap}>icciahly higher: tlioso two fai'tors meant that 
a smaller (|uanlity of ]'aw cotton was available for export as com- 
pared witli th(‘ p]‘(‘vious year. Tin* increase in parity also 
discouraged exports to sotiic ex'tmit, as foreign consumers preferred 
as far as jutssibb' to purchase tin* chcaj)er American cotton. Thus 
impr)]-ts of Amci'ican cotton into Ja])an incrcascul by more tlian 
199 per cent, w'hcreas imports from India into that country fell 
from 1,089,909 ])alcs valued at Bs. 21 crores to 1,080,000 hales 
valued at Bs. 11 cr(»res. A^evert Iie1e>s .Ta])an n'Uiained Tudia'^ 
larg(‘s( ('Ust(»iu(T. Exports to (liina, tin* next important market, 
totalled Bs. 4,52 lakhs as com])a7‘('d witli 7,41 laklis in 1930-31, 
wdiilo tin* share of tin* Lnited Tviiigdom tell from Bs. 3.00 laklis 
to Bs. 1 ,54 laklis. 

The ])roductioii of yam in Indian mills in 193L32 atnounted to Cotton 
900 million lbs. and constitut(*d a new re(‘ord. beating the previous 
highest figure by 99 million lbs. Tlie ]>roductiou of Indian piece- 
goods, wliieh increased by IT per cent, was also greater than ever 
before. Exports of pieeegoods totalled 105 million yards, as com- 
pared w ith 98 million yards in the previous year, but the value of 
Bs. 3,24 lakhs represented a slight decline. The revival of the 
trade with Persia, which took 20 million yards as compared with 13 
million yards in 1930-31, was a welcome feature of the year. 

In spite of this increased production, however, the cotton mill 
industry had not a good year financially. Favourable features were 
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the increased protection afforded hy the additional revenue duties 
imposed during: tlie year, the comparative cheapness of raw cotton 
and the sentiment created agfainst foi‘eig;n g-oods hy tlie nationalist 
movement. On the other hand Tapam^se (*om])etition was very k(*en 
and the asionisliinirly low ])ricos to whicli Ja])anese y)rodncts were 
cut proved exce])l lonally attractive in a j)er!od of depleted ])ui-cliaR> 
ing* ])ower, while ])o]itical ag-itation tended to upset the markets. 
In spite of tliese uncertainties liowevcu’ tlie cotton mill industry 
probably fared better tlian otliei- industi'ies and certainly did not 
sink to the same plight as ag*ricult ur(‘. 

Exports of Exports of foodg-rains and tloui during- th(‘ your exactly e(| nailed 

foodgrains. preceding- year in (plant ity but owing to lower prices 

fell consid(*rably in total a aim-: tin* tigUK-s \\(‘re IN, (Mor(‘S as 

eomjjared vitli lbs. -Itl ci-ort-s in lb-)t)-.‘>1. ]N]>ni-i'; of ri(‘e incn-as- 

ed stig-litly in (|uaTitity but (*\])orts of wheat fell very heavily from 
If^TjttttO tons to tJO.OOt) tons. Sliipnieiils of pulse increased by 
11, (HH) tons to Od.tlOO tons. II ice accnunted for f)l per C‘ent of the 
total (juantity of foodgrains and flour expoi'led as com])ared ^vith 87 
])er c(m1 in the ])re(eding yi-ar. when-as tin- ))roportion of wheat and 
wlieat flour exports was only ‘^^‘4 {)er emit as (-onijiartMl with ^> ‘1 jx-r 
e(‘uf. The (‘xports of rice foi-med T per cent of tin- total esiiniated 
pi'oduciion thioughout tin* (-ountrv. and of tin* (|uantity exported 00 
p(‘r (‘cnt (‘aim^ from llurma. 

Rice. Tb‘ic(‘s oi ric(' during the }ear r*‘ac!i(*d a disasi roii^l \' b»\\ |c\ol, 

llie declared value of (-xjiorts being* on tin* avf*rage j)cr emit li‘S8 
than tin* ]>n‘ceding y(‘ar vbieh wa^ its(*lf a ])oriod of low ]>riees. 
This o1 coiirsf* was mainly dm* To tin* g(*neral de])ression w}il(‘h 
affected the j)ri('c ot all ag-riciilt ural c(nnmod it ies, Init. in tin* (-a.^e 
of ric(* t]i(‘ie ueie ceitain otlier jx'culiar f(*atnr(‘S. T'j» to duly 
there was an obvious (‘\e(*ss of sup]>ly and an ahsern-e of any hig 
demand. The (-xportahh* surplus fiom the Burma crop was a 

record om* and coincid(*d >vi1h bumper rice (trops in Siam, Tiido- 
Cliina and Japan: and tli(*se large visible sujiplies (-onsiderably de- 
pressed tlie pr ices of Burma ri(*e. From July however there was a 
noti(‘eal)l(‘ u])A\ard tendency in the g(*neral loved of pri(‘es, duo to the 
reduction of the export aide surplus in Burma and expectations of 
lower (‘lops in the bijr producing countries as a result of unfavour- 
able wf-ather conditions. By December these anticipations had been 
more or less confirmed and from then until the end of the year 
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another fa(;tor came into operation, namely, a riwse in wheat prices; 
this tended to increase the demand for rice. 

The condition of tin* wheat trade also showed some improvement Wheau 
frofii Seplem1)er. Karly in the year the efVecds of the stagnation of 
th(‘ ])ievj{)us year persisted, and there were large accumulat ’ons of 
stirj)lus stock in tlie ])rodiiciiig {‘()untri(‘s. From SeptenilxT hov/- 
ever it l)(*gan to la* reported tlia.t the world ])rodncdion of wheat in 
would he jiineli smaller tlian in the pr(‘ceding year. Moreover, 
tlie prohahle (hmiands of importing** countries were expected to he 
lai*ger, in hurope ho(‘au<e of a ])Oor i ve crop and in China because 
of Iht' ])r(‘carloiis food si illation; and sujiplies from Ttussia, which 
eaily in ilie year had heen a heavy vSeller at low prices, began to dry 
Uj). These fa(‘to7*s, logetliei with the suspension of the gold stand- 
ard. produced some iner(‘as(‘ in ])l‘i^e^ from Octoboi until the end of 
th(‘ year, altliough tluui' ^va•^ a tcMubuicy to decline in March. 

As we liave seen ex])or<s ot wheat tell lieavily diii’ing the 
year, tolalling (»nlv 20.000 tons valueii at IJs. To lakhs as com- 
pared tvitli 107,000 tons ^ allied at Ks. 1 ,0o lakhs in the preceding 
year. Wlu'at e\])or(s liowevei* are a fluctuating item. In the year 
]02fhf|0 sliijunents Avm’e (‘ven less than durine- the year under revii'w 
and totalled only 1*‘>.000 tons as eonqiared with llo.OOO ions in 
1928-20, The (h'cline during the year under review was prohahly 
a cons(VjU(*nce ot the smaller (‘ro]i, whieh meant a smaller surplus 
available for expoit, and ])Ossibly also of increased consum])tion 
in India: th(‘ imports uf wheal into India also fcdl, from 282,000 
tons to 111,000 tons, owing to the imposition of an import duty on 
wheat in ^larch 198,1. 

E\])orts ot oilier fondgrains increased (‘onsiderahly, being 
180,000 ions valued at Its. 1 .50 lakhs as compared wu’ih 91.000 tons 
valued at Its. 1,17 lakhs in 1980-81. 

Exjiorts of tea during the )rar totalled 842 million Ihs. in (|nan- Exports of 
tity and Rs. 19?, crores in valiu', re]>re>enting a tall of 4 ]ier cent 
and 17 ])er (*ent i-cspt'ct ively as com]»anHl Aviih the ])revious year. 

Exports to the Eniiod Kingdom amounted t<» 291 million Ihs. viiliied 
at Ks. 17 crores and rc})r(*sent('d 85 per cent of India’s total exports 
of this commoditv. Rf-i‘xn.on> nf Indian tea from the TTiiii‘‘d 
Kingdom totalled 50 million Ihs. 

The tea trade liad another unfoC unate year and prices remained 
abnormally low, due probably to general over-production especially 
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of low-grade tea, grown chiefly in Java and Sumatra. The outlook 
in India was a little brighter at the opening of the year, stocks being 
low, but the 19r31 crop proved to be a good one although poor in 
(juality. 

Tlie total ex])orts of oilseeds declined from 1,037,000 tons 
valued at 11s. 18 crores in 1930-31 to 088,000 tons valued at 
lbs. 14‘G crores in the year under rej)OTt, a fall of 5 per cent in 
(juantity and of IS per cent in value. World supplies were abund- 
ani a]]d g*eneraliy in ex(*ess of requirements and the resulting com- 
]H‘(ition was Keen, fn the case of linseed the decline was marked, 
being more Il)an bO ])er c<‘n< in quantity and 70 ])er cent in value, 
hut ex])orts of groundnuts, ra]>e->eed and castor setal all increased. 

TIu' Indian linseed crop of 1930-31 was somewhat smaller than 
in tlu' ])ree(Mhng year luit Argentina, the chief linseed-growing 
count ry, ]) 1 ‘ 0 <Iii(*(m 1 a very hig (‘rop, actually dl per cent higher than 
tlie ])rc(*e(]iiig ycnii. liKueased production was also reported from 
the TTniled Stales of America, and Canada. The result was a fall 
in the demand for Indian linseed in fonugn markets and mosl 
European countries rcduecal their takings. The actual (juautity 
ex])ort(!d was 120,000 tons valued at Es. 1 ,33 lakhs as compared with 
237,000 tons valued at Es. 3,41 lakhs in the previous year. 

The groundnut crop in India in 1930-31 was one of th(‘ heaviest 
on record and exceeded 3 million tons, being 18 per cent higher than 
the ])revious sea, soil’s crop. Ex])(>rts of this commodity amounted 
to (172,000 ions as couijiared with 001,000 tons in the ])rovious year. 
As usual lA’auce warn the largest (uistomer and increased her takings 
from 172,000 tons to 223,000 tons. 

Ex])ort.s of ra]>e-seed amounted to 3t,000 tons during the year 
as compared Avith 33,000 tons in the previous year; and exports of 
castor seed advanced fiom 91,000 tons in 1930-3] to 104,000 tons in 
1931-32. 

The ox])ort tiade in liides and skins again suffered from a falling 
demand and Avns even smaller than in the preceding year, the total 
value dro])])ing from Es. 11*7 crores to Es. 9 crores. Raw wool 
shoAved an imjirovement, the total exports rising from 30 million 
lbs. valued at Es. 2,31 lakhs to 41 million lbs. valued at Rs, 2,77 
lakhs. Of this the TTniled Kingdom took 85 per cent. In addition 
to Indian wool a fairly large quantity of Tibetan and Central Asian 
wool imported across the frontier is re-exported from India. Lac 
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exports fell from l?s. '1,14 lakhs 1o Ks. 1 ,<S4 lakhs, a decrease of 41 
per cent in value as (‘ompared avIHi a fall of 15 per cent in quantity. 

This shriulcage in demand uas the result of curtailed manufacturing^ 
o])e]ations and compeiition from syntheiic maierials. Exj)orts of 
oils amounted in value io Its. 57 lakhs as compared with Us. 47 
lakhs in the preA'ioiis yc'ar: as usual the trade was piactically con- 
fined to V(‘^‘eiahle oils. Tim loial exports of ores, consisiing^ laro‘(dy 
of manganese ore, fell heavily from 528^000 ions valued at Es. 2.42 
laldis in 1940-81 io 2»)5,()()0 tons valued at Es. 1,47 lakhs in 1941-42; 
tht' reduction in the ouijmt nf world meiallur^ical industries seri- 
ously ahected ihe demand for mant!:anese. Tn most other commodi- 
ti(‘s ih(‘re wais a dim in ui ion in the value of the export ti ade, parti- 
cularly noti(‘eal)le in ihe case of coffee, whi(‘h fell from Es. 1.92 
lakhs io Es. 95 hikhs, and rubber, whi(‘h declined from Es. 1,40 
lakhs to Es. 45 lakhs. 

We may conclude Ibis des(‘rij)tion of the year’s commerce with Direction of 
a brief discussion of Avhat is known as the direction of iiade — tliat 
is, ihe relative movcunenis of the share of Indian trade enjoyed by 
various eonniries. The oni stand in foainre in ihis lespect is ihe 
<*onlinuons decline of the TTniied Ring'dom’s share in the import 
trade. Dnrin^ ihe y(‘or uiuhn* re])ort ii ao’ain fell, amouniinp^ to 
45*5 per cent of ihe iotal im])oris as compared wiih 47*2 per cent 
in ih(' preceding' year; in 1914-14 it was G4T per cent. Exports to 
tin* TTniied Kingdom on ihe oihei* hand have iended io increase, 
ihongh the movemeni- has noi been so sieady or eontinnons as in the 
case of im])()rls. Tlie ITniied Kingdom’s share of the total export 
trade from India during the year under review was 28*2 per cent 
as eoni])nred with 2‘18 per cent in the previous year and 21 '8 ])er 
cent in 1929-40; in 1914-14 it was 24*4 per eeni. Thus the balance 
of trade Aviih ihe TTniied Kingdom has moved in faAmur of iTidia. 

The excess of im])oris from over exports to the United Kingdom 
in ihe year 1929-40 was Es. 44 erores; in 1940-41 it fell to Es. 7 
crores and in ihe year Tinder reAu’ew was completely wiped out, 
ex])orts and imporis ('xaetlv halanciiig each oilier. Taking ihe 
Eritish Empire as a nliolo, hei* share of tlic Indian imports trade 
fell from 40' 1 per cent in 1940-41 to 45*2 per cent during the year 
under roAu’ew, whereas her share of exports increased from 49*5 per 
cent io 44‘5 per cent. 

The toial share of foreign couni ries in the Indian import trade 
increased correspondingly and during the year was 51 '8 per cent as 
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compared with rin-O pei- cent in llie ])revions year and 44*4 per cent 
in J921i-o0, Their share in the export trade on tlie other hand has 
dwindled from G4-2 per cent in 1929-30 to 60*6 per cent in the fol- 
lowing* year and 35-3 per ceni in ihe year under report. Thms the 
United States of America increased her share of India’s import trade 
frojn 9*2 per cent in 1930-31 to 10*2 per cent in the year under 
report, and Ta])an effected an advance from 8*8 per cent to 10*6 per 
cent : whereas l)oth (‘onntries reduced their })artlcipation in the 
export trade fiom 9 4 and lO-O 1o 8-9 and 8*7 ])er cent respectively. 
Germany, the larges! importer to India among Continental coun- 
tries, increased her j)ro])ortion from 7‘o per cent in 1930-31 to 8-1 
per cent in the year under re]>ort. 

To illirstraie tliese tendencies ])y figures of the principal com- 
modiiies, the United Kingdom's share of imports of cotton manu- 
factures during the year was (uily ol-ti ]>er cent as compared with 
58 per (‘eiil in tlu* ])revion^ y(‘ar and 90*1 per cent- in the year 
1913-14. Japan's share during the year under re])ort was 35*5 ])er 
cent as compared with 30-3 ])er cent in the previous year. Under 
the machinery group the United Kingdom's proportion fell from 
74*7 ])er (‘ent to 70*8 per (‘ent : Germany's share on the other hand 
increased from 8-2 per c(‘nt to 10*3 ])er cent. Britisli imports of 
iron and st(‘el however recovered sligJitly from 52*3 to 53*8 per cent, 
and under motor vehicles her proportion adi’anced from 23*7 per 
cent to -M*] per cent. On ihe export side the outstanding feature 
was the incieased takings of llie United Kingdom in raw jute and 
hides and skins, her ])ro])orTion of the former rising from 17*3 ])er 
cent to 27*8 |)er cent and that of the hitter from 52*5 to 5fl’9 ])er 
cent. r)n tlie other hand (Germany’s share of raw jute exports fell 
from 27*2 to 21*7 ])(‘?’ cent and that of France from 14*3 to 8*8 ])er 
cent. Avhil(‘ (‘X])oris of hides and skins to America diopp(‘d from 23 
])er (‘ent to 20*5 ])er cent. 33i(‘ United Kingdom also slightly 
increased liei- ])ro])ort ionate takings of tea and jute manufactures 
hut reduced li(‘r share of oils<»ed ex])orts. 

IlaA'ing thus descrihed the chief features of India’s overseas 
trade duj ing the yea?-, wc^ piopose now briefly to refer to other mat- 
ters of commercial interest. These consist in the main of investiga- 
tions and recommendations hy the Tariff Board, which came into 
existen(*e in 1923 in ])ursuance of a ])roj)Osal of the Indian Fiscal 
Commission that industries in India should, if on emjuiry they were 
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found to satisfy certain conditions, l)e g-iven protection against 
external competition. < 

The question of affording ])rotection io the heavy chemical indus- 
try was referred to the Tariff' lh>ard in 1928. After a close and 
thorough examination of the whole position the Hoard suhmitied two Imposition of 
reports, one dealing with the magnesium chloride indusiry and the chemicals, 
oilier with Ihe group of chemicals the basis of which is sulphuric 
acid. Tn regal'd lo the laiter the (jovernment of India ac‘ce})ted the 
rales of protective duty proposed hy the Hoard. The m‘w duties 
were im])osed hy an aci- passed during ihe year hut were limited 
in duration to the 81st jMaridi 1988, ])ending further consideration 
of the possibilities of r(M)rgan izing the industry on a more economic 
basis and expert invest igation of the Hoard’s ])roposal iliat the 
‘manufacture of su])ei])hospliate fertilizers >< 11011 ^ he encouraged by 
means of State hountl(‘s. As regards tin' magnesium cliloride Magnedum 
industry the (Government acce])ted the tinding of the Board that this 
iiulnstiT sulistant iaily satisfied the conditions of proleciion laid 
down by tlie 7<b'sca] C’oinni ission and that it was in the interest of 
the consumer as well as < f llie mantifacini or that the industry should 
reeeivt* a reasonable measure of ])ro{ection. According! \', as 
recnmnnmded by ihe Hoaid, ])rovi^ion wa^ made in the act reierred 
to ahoyf' for a prot('(*( i\'e duty of T a]ma‘> ptu* cwt. on m.ignesium 
i*hlorid(' for a jieriod oF ^t^ven years (‘iiding the 81st March 1989. 

Tlie rejiort of the Tariff Hoard on the (juestion of gi ant iiig pro- Imposition of 
tectioii to th(‘ sugar industry was receiyed early in 1981. During 
the year under review tlie (Tovernment accepted the Hoard's general 
finding that the case for pioT'ection rests on the importance of cane 
cultivation in the agricultural economy of India, and that in order 
to maintain and if possible increase tlie area under cane a stimulus 
must be provided for the manufacture of refined sugar. The hill 
which imj)lemented this decision provided that a protective duly at 
the rate of Its. 7-4 per cwt. should be imposed on all classes of sugar 
until the 81st March 1938, and that before the end of that period a 
further enquiry should be made into the question of continuing pro- 
tection to the industry. In select committee however a declara- 
tion was embodied in the preamble to the bill that it was expedient 
to provide for the protection of the sugar industry up to 1946 
and a new clause was inserted providing for a statutory enquiry 
to ascertain not whether it was necessary io continue protection but 

I f2 
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to determine the degree of protection required from 1938 to 194G. 
The select committee also added a (dause empowering the Governor- 
General in Council to increase tlie duty on sugar, after such 
enquiry as he might think fit, to off-set any fall in price. The bill 
as amended by the select committee was passed into law in 1932. 

Another question examined during the year was that of continu- 
ing protection to tlie bamboo ])a])er industry, the ])]*otective act of 
1925 being due to expire on the 31st March 1932. The Board found 
that considerable progress had been made in developing the indus- 
try, that amj)le sup])lies of raw material were available and at lower 
prices than in 1925, and that the (‘osf of ])roduction in Indian mills 
Imd becMi materially redu(‘ed duiing tlie period of protection. The 
I’oard li(dd how(‘ver that Ihe (‘oiii iinian((‘ of tlie jirotective duty 
Avas necessary' and tliat tin* prot(*(‘l i(ui giAcui should ajiply ecpially 
\n all methods oi pulp and )>ap<‘i niaiiulacl urc, AvhetluM’ ihe raw 
material used i^ bamboo or grass, and n‘(‘onnneiided the inqiosition 
of a nen duty on import(Ml vood ]>u]j» in oi‘d(‘r <o supjily a definite 
stimnhis to tlie mannfaelure and ns(‘ ot hainhoo ptilp. Tlie Govei’ji- 
ment of India aeeejiied these eoneliision.s and a fresh a(‘t was jiassed 
continuing jiroteidion fora furih(‘r jn liod o{ 7 years and im])Osing 
a protective duty ot Its. 45 ])(‘r ton on iiii])oitt‘d wood jiiil]). 

Early in the year an a]>])lieation troni ^fessrs. Tlu* Indian Steel 
Wire lb()du(‘ts, Tataimgar, for the restoration of ])roteeiion to the 
wire and wire nails indimtrv Avas reteiied to the IhritV Board for 
enquiry. In a('ee])ting the Boardfs recommendation the Ciovern- 
meiit of India agreed that until the indiislry can ohtaiii its jirin- 
cipal raAv material in India the claim to ] not eel ion cannot lie sub- 
stantiated. They considered lioAA'evei' that as there Avas a reason- 
able prospect tliai the fii-m noAv maniiiacturiiig wdro and wire nails 
in India Avotihl before long he in a jio-itioii to supply itself Avitli 
indigenous raAv material, tlie grant of tai iff assistance for a limited 
period to afford tin* indiistiy a furllicr oppoit unity of removing the 
disability under Avhlcii it labours would he iu the national interest. 
Accordingly a bill \\^as inirodnced and passed in 1932 imposing a 
protect] AX* diity of Its. 45 per ton on w iie and wbro nails ti]» to the 
31st March 19*34. 


An application from the Indian Cahh* Company, Limited, for 
protection for the manufacture of electric Avires and cables Avas re- 
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ferred to Board iu May llidl. Tlie Board found that tlll^ was 
not an industry which satisfied the conditions laid down by the 
Indian Fiscal (Jonimission and therefore made no ree.omnieiidation 
for the grant of protection. The Government oi India accepted 
tiiis liTiding. 

In March It)3I an act was passed imposing, lor om; year in the Imposi** 
first iii^^taiice, a duty of Its. 2 per cwt. on wheat and wlieat hour on wheat 
imporled into India. Tliis step was taken because, while Indian 
wheat could find little outlet in foreign markets owing to the h)W 
level ot woild jiiices, it was being excluded from a considerable ])art 
of the home market hy foreign wheat imjioited at veiy low prices 
during a period of severe agricultural distress. ])uring the year 
iiTidei leport an act was passed extending the operation of ibis duty 
up to tlie dlst Maicli 

As mentiomnl in last year\> ie])ort tlie piotective duti<‘S on gal- Impos^i- 
vanisinl iron and steel pi])es and slieets weiv increased with the (*on- duties on 
curreiK'e of the L(*gislatuic following an in vest igation liy the Taritl plvanised 
Board. At the same time the Legislatur(‘ itn^oni mended tliat the 
(juestioii wlndlier a system of bounties might not substituted 
wholly or jii part for the increased duties should )>e considered. The 
question was examined during the ymir under ie\i(‘v and it wa-- 
found that altliough administratively a bounty selieme was feasible, 
tlie revmiue jiosition of the (ioveriiment of India did not pmuiiit the 
jiayment of bounties. Tbe increased dutie^ weri' aei'ordiiigly 
exten(]<‘d for a further ])eriod of one year u]) to the ‘list ]\faie]i Idd-k 

During the yeai under rejiort repr(‘sentatioin^ wmt* reeiMved 
from \arious glass manufacturers asking for protertiou for the glas'> 
industry. These representations were referred io Taritf Board 
tor iuv(‘sligat ion. 

In ^lay and B)-ll a conference ol tl)t‘ ( Jovei inmuits of Conference 

easttu'ii (‘ountries interested in deck iiassenn'iu- and nilgiini iraitic 

I 1 j-' passenger 

was litdd at. Simla. Tlic conference arose out ot tlie Internal ioiial and pilgrim 
Convention for tlie Safety of liife at Sea, 1929, and was attended hy 
delegat(‘s from India, Ceylon, Hong Kong, the Aetlierlands, tlu‘ 
Netherlands East Indies iiiul the Straits Settlements. Kejin^senta- 
tives of tlie Eiencli Go\ernment and the Ijeague ol Nation^ \\(.'r<* 
also present in tlie cajiacitv of observers. The confenmci* ionnulat- 
ed a set of general rules (known as tlie Simla Rules, .19f>l), ridating 
to construction and life-saving appliances applicable to ships 
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employed in the transport of large numbers of unberthed passengers 
in special trades,, such as the deck passenger trade and the pilgrim 

trade. 

Mention was made in last yearns report of the scheme for the 
esiiibl ishment of a home for ihe use of Indian seaman at Bombay. 
The building was compleied towards the end of 1931 and was form- 
ally o])ened by ihe Governor of Bombay on ihe Ifith December. 
Owing to finan(‘ial stringency the Government of India’s contribu- 
tion iowards ihe maintenance of the home has been redu(‘ed from 
Rs. 10, ()()() to Rs. 8,;:^00 per annum. The need for economy also 
liindeit'd tiie sclieme for the appointment of Indian Trade Commis- 
siojKMs overseas and no further appointment has been made. 

During ihe year under review India again participated in a 
nnnihei* of iaiis and exliihitions in ilie rniied Kingdom and tlie 
(’oidimuit. mole im|)oitaid ol ih(‘,M‘, in addition to ilie 

aniiiia] MritisJi Industries Fair, were the l.eipzig International 
Indnstiies SjiT'ing Fair, ilie annual International Samples Fair, 
Milan, tlie International (irocers’ Kxhihition, liondon, the Imperial 
AV ool Industries Fair, Bradford, and the ld(‘al Dome and Food 
Exhiliition, Edinhnrgli. At the Biadford I'air and the Edinburgh 
Exliibition res])oet ividy Indian stalls wore awarded a di])loma and 
a gold medal lor the exeellenec of their dis])lay. The poli(;y adopt- 
ed during pr(‘vious years of liaving two stalls at the British Indus- 
tries Fair, one forming ])art of the Empire Marketing Board stand 
and the other a sojiarate stand organized by the High Commissioner, 
was continued. 



CHAPTER VL 
Finance. 

This rlia 2 )ter will necessarily be long but we make no excuse 
for that. The year 1981-32 was one of financial crisis, necessitating 
the phenomenon of two budgets; and the ditiiculties of the (Govern- 
ment and tile measures taken to meet them, alike extraordinary, 
must be given full exjjosition if they aie 1o be iirojierly a 2 >preciated. 

We ])roj)ose to begin th(i chapter with a general account of the 
financial situation, iiroceeding from an appreciation of world factors 
to a more jiarticular accjount of certain features of Indian finance : 
and then to quote in some detail from what in effect were the two 
budget speeches of Sir (xeorge Schuster, the Finance Member. 

The year 1981-82 was even worse from the financial and economic General 
jioint of view than 1980-81. Whatever may be the ultimale ex- 
jilanalion of the economic, troubles from which the world is suher- situation, 
mg there ren lie no doulit a> to t lu‘ immediate niuse, and that is 
the catastropliic. fall in the price of commodifies exjuessed in terms 
of gold. Though during fhe last four months of 1980-8J wholesale 
commodity juices remained practically unchanged after a fall of 
approximately 40 per cent in two years, of which 25 per cent had 
occurred in the jirevioiis twelve months, and there were faint indi- 
cations that tlio fall miglit he ariested, a fresli as])et t of the j)rol)lem 
jiresented itself which the financial machinery ol the world again 
jjroved unahle to solve. The fall in commodity ])rices had increased 
the real burden of indebtedness by more than 50 per cent in less 
than two years. Such an increase \M)uld he beyond the capacity 
of most debtors to pay even in normal times, hut there were two 
classes ot iiidehted governments on whom it fell with s])ecial severity 
owing to the exce]>tioiial ciicumsfances of the time. The first 
class f*onsist(»d of those whose income was derived from the ])rodiic- 
tion and export of primary commodities and who had to face a 
heavy fall in their ex])orts on account of the general demoralization 
of business, the second of those on whom as a result of the war the 
burden of debt had been assessed not vso much on what they owed 
as on their estimated caj^acity to pay. The heavy fall in prices 
obviously upset the calculations on which these assessments were 
framed. DifFiculty in this regaid had long been threatening and 
first became definite with the collapse of the Credit Anstalt in 

( 15 :^ ) 
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(ierniany. On the 20th June l^resident Hoover announced one 
^’ear^s moratojiuni for all int.ei*-governnieni dehis and a rediscount 
credit facility of 100 niillion dollars was granted to th(' Hcdclibank 
»)f (j(‘rniany by tlie Hank of International Settlements and the 
central banking institutions of th(‘ (United States of America, 
l^ngland and France. Tlie shock to cr(‘dit, however was too great 
to be ovej'come In' sucii )»elat('d and tt‘m])oraiv measure's; tlie 
flight of capital to those centres where it was (‘onsidered likely to 
be salt's! and the Jioai'ding of currency incieased. Such credit 
facilities as were granted did not serve to rein vigoi ate trade bui 
merely enabled creditors to realize a ])ortion of their assets. 

Flit' Bank ot laigland, as a i<‘sult of it^ libt'ial ciedit^ abi'oad. 
Jiow lound itst'lf in serious dillit'ulty. It raised its rates by rapid 
stages from to 4~ jier cent in the latter halt of July, and a 
ci-edit oJ I'dt) millions was taken liy tlie Biitisli (jovernnn*nt from 
France and the Ignited States ot America. In the tirst week of 
Se])te7nb(*i* a tuitlu'r ciedit of FSO millions ^\as taken and an 
emerg(‘ncy budget n as intioduced with drastic taxation and le- 
trenchment. All these measures however ])roved unavailing, and 
on the 21st September the Bank of Ihigland was forced to abandon 
tlie gold standard, the bank rate was raised fiom 4?, to (I ])er cent, 
and a '-\'Ntem of C'xcliange contiol was instituted by the Treasuiy. 
The abandonmeiit of the gold standaid by Kngland was followed b' 
>imila]‘ actioji in tin' Scandinaxian countries of Denmark, Xorwax' 
and Swedt'u, ]>x' Jigv])t and b\ ]n‘actically tlie wliole of the British 
Fmi])i]t' witJi th(‘ exct'jition of South Africa and (kinada, the latte»* 
maintaining an inteiiuediatc' jiosition l>etw('eu gold and sterling. 

Though I Ih' (h'])aT tu i (' i rom the gold ^tandard bj*ought relief 
to those countries wliich abandoni'd it, the fall ot commodity price- 
in li'latinji to gold coijtiiiuc<l unabated and xvas prohably some- 
where bet wee'll 15 and 2(1 per c ent b?tw('en Sejiti'inber and the 
(‘11(1 of Dec<'mber. This fall was eoTn])letely nt'utralised in the 
case of <;()un fries which adhered to sterling hy tin' (h'cliiie in the 
cross rate whi(di weakem'd to d-2d dcdlars on the 1st Dt'cember, 
the lowest point K'ardied, and finally closed round d*40 af the end 
of tlie montli. Jiut it created serious emhariassmeiifs for the 
(jfovernrnents of the United States of Ameriea and Fram^e, and a 
reaction in favoiii of the pound sterling enabled the Bank of 
Ibigland to ettf'ct three reductions in the bank ratt' in rajiid suoces- 
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sion to 5 {>ej‘ cent on IIjo 18tli February, 1 per cent on ilu' 10ib 
March and 8* j)er eeid a week later. The cross ratt? rose to 
3*77 by the end of tlie tinancial year. It mi^lit have risen furthei 
but for a warning* by the Chancellor of the Fxcljequer that an 
artificial and speculative ap})reciation ol sterling* would not be 
tolerated and that measures to prevent such speculation would be* 
taken by the Jlritisli Government. So far, the year had been 
singularly free from financial (collapses, Jaigely owing to tlie desire 
of the banks and creditors to leave their irozen credits uiitoucheil 
and so avoid precipitatiJig a crisis, hut at tbe end of March the 
Krcuger gjoup collapsed witli wid^^ and disastrous repercussions, 
dispelling tlie hopes whn*h were heginning to be ioimed in January 
and February that an improvement might at last he in sight. 
In the Far East conditions were as unsettled as elsewhere. Japan 
attempted to adliere to gold but was foiced to abandon it in 
December, the yen ex('hange immediately falling to its previoiis^ 
parity with sterling where roughly it remained up to the end of 
the year. The dissension between China and Japan was a lurther 
wea ken i ng f actor . 

This brief sketch of the international position gives a general 
indication of the position in India also, A\h(U(‘ the situation was 
less affected by ])olitics owing to tlj(‘ geneial impitivcunent in the 
political outlook and tlie weakening oi (i\il disobedieiu'e. Indian 
]>rodu<*e shared in the fall in woild commodit\ pi ices and this 
was reflect(ul in the decline in (he balance of (lade. In t)ctol)er 
however tin* stimulus to ex])orts pro\ ided b\ the (all in the gold 
value of the rupee began to take effect. Fortunately the monsoon 
uas good, though a little late, and (he ic>ul(iiig cli(‘a])ne^s oi foo(F 
stuffs materially mitigated the ])osltioji oi tiic pooler clashes, jlut 
the eoIla])se of tradt* and ])riees very seriously (‘Uibai i assed govern- 
nient hnanees, both central and piovincial, and giave deterioration 
in the hudgetary position necessitated a supplement ary hudg*et in 
Septemhtu* which by means of economy and additional taxation 
promised a deficit of Its. 1017 erores at the end of lfh‘)l-dii but a 
surplus of Us. f) ’^^3 (loies at the end oi the lollowing year. The 
abandonment oi the gold standard by the Ibitish (rovernnuuit on 
tlie 21st September brouglit substantial relief to the Indian position, 
particularly as the i ise in the price of gold made India on balance 
a large expoiter ol gold and, more important from the point of 
view of trade, stemmed the headlong fall in commodity prices. 


Indian 

situation- 
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Oue reisiilt was iliat the (ioveriiiiieut ot India were able to pur- 
chase large amounts of remittance which not only improved their 
credit abroad by enabling them to pay oh the i>15 millions debt 
Jiiaturiiig ill January, but also enabled them to reduce their 
floating debt in India by the creation of the Iresh currency required 
lo pay for the gold. 

The situation had thus materiall}^ improved and tlie Ihnauce 
J\l ember in presenting the regular budget at the beginning of Mar( h 
was able to paint a more cheerful picture, tliougli, owing to tlie 
deterioration in receipts, particularly in customs he now estimated 
that the ])osition would be about Ifs. ^ ci'ores woi’se in eai*h of the 
two yea IS covei’eil by tlie sii])pli‘njeiilaiy budgtd than liad been 
aJiticipaU‘d. He was Jiowever ahl(» to ])oint to the improved credit 
position of the (lovernment of India, botli in the London market 
and locally, as a definite advance the results of whitdi vould 
be more fully realized w^hen tlie temporary causes of the present 
depression luid passed away. 

The net exports of gold during the year were valued at Its. aS 
ci(»ie>. tlie h^ghc^l figure on record. Tlu‘ u^asons were twofold. 
In the fir>t place, gold was alieady rtJiirniiig to the mini at tlie 
(ioviMiiment of India’s ])urclia>e juice on ac(‘ouiit (d‘ tlie falling 
oh in local consumption. At the end of 1931, 972, 21G tolas of 
gold woith Ifs. 1,90 lakhs had been receiv(‘d in the mints. This 
movement continued to grow^ in strength throughout the summei-, a 
total value of Its. 7*3 erores being n'ceived. AVlien the gold 
standard was abandoned in September the immediate appredation in 
the price of gold not only stimulated the movement for the return 
of gold hut induced many who had stored the metal to take 
advantage of the high price to sell. The movement reached its 
maximum in December when the price of gold was highest. In that 
month nearly Us. 17?^ erores were exported. In the following 
months the improvement in the cross rate led to a rapid lowering 
of the gold price which made sucdi exports less attractive and the 
iHovemeiit was dwindling towards tlie close of the yeiir under report. 

A:s regards silver the main fluef nations in price expressed in 
jujiees and in sterling were due to changes in the value of these 
cinieiKues in gold; Hie dollar fluctuations were slight in compari- 
son with previous years and the closing dollar price in March 1932 
was jiraciically the same as flie opening price in April 1931. 
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Apart therefore from arbitrage operations the market was com- 
paratively dull throughout the year and real activity only began 
when the gold standard was abandoned in September. The rupee 
price then rose rapidly by Ks. 11 to Its. -54 owing to a rush by bears 
to cover their position. The rise was heightened by the estrange- 
ment })etween China and Japan. In addition, tlie price in Bombay 
was increased by the enhancement of the duty on silver which 
was raised by Its. 3-8-d per 100 tolas from the dOtli September. 

The highest price of the year was reached in the second week of 
Kovenil)er when it touched Its. 00-8 pei* 100 tolas ready for bars 
tenderable in the Settlement. The London price also reached its 
nia\inium at p(‘r ounct‘ standard. This ris(' was partly due 

to the ho]>es of speculators that following the abandonment of the 
gold standard by (Ir'eat Britain international steps might be taken 
to rehal>ilitatc silver as a currency metal as a su])port to gold. 

It soon became apj)areiit that the (‘hances of such action were 
remote, find there heavy unloading hy hull s])e<*uhitors which 
led to a ‘=?iidden drop in the London pi ice hy 3 ^'Jr per ounce 
standard on t!ie Kith ^h)veml)cr, the Bomhay price falling roughly 
by Its. 7 to Hs. oS-lL* per 100 tolas. Tlie market remained uncertain 
lor the a(‘xt few wc'idvs but the fluctuations gradually nan owed and 
nothing of inltuest o(*curred during the remainder of the \ear except 
toi ii small Hulter in Homha\ on aa unfouudeil iiimoiii tlial tlie 
(xovernment weie contemplating a reduction in tlie duty. 

Ihirning now to the (juestioiis of exchange and remittances to The exchange 
the S(‘cre(a]y ol State, the total amount ot sterling ])tii chased during rate and 
the year amounttal to £10 millions af an avei*ag(' rate of l.s\ OT^23J. toTondon!* 
Exchange opened dull in April after a short-lived rise in March. 

Trade was very slack and it was only the increased feeling of confid- 
ence in the (fovcrnnK'iit wliicli enahled it to retain control of the 
money market hy large offers of treasury bills at high rates. 

Although however sales of sterling l)y Government teinjiorarily 
ceased, the market had no surplus available for purchases and large 
transfers had still to he made from currency reserves to meet 
the requirements of tlie Secretary of State. May was a had month 
internationally and exchange sagged steadily to the lower gold point. 

The position was worsened hy the comparative failure of the sterling 
flotation at the end of the month, and at the beginning of June 
the Government had again to sell sterling to maintain the rate al 
the lower gold point. On the 27th June the Prime Minister 
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juiiiouiiced ill the House of Cominoiis thnt tlie Biitish Goveriiment 
'Nvoiild lend their assistance to the Indian (hivernment if necessary 
lo sn]>port their credit and currency durino* Ihe period of uncertainty 
<*rea1od by tlie dis(‘Ussions as to ihe future constitution of the 
country. Hiis j^-ave a temporary res])iie, but as the embarrassments 
of the British Government themselves in main1ainin|:^ the gold value 
of the pound sterling* became im reasingly apparent there was a re- 
newed flight from the rujiee. Investment in Indian treasuiy bills 
on foreign account ceased and tliere was a tendency to re])atriate 
the tunds already invested. The Government of India had to 
sell nearly £11 millions to maintain the rupee at the lower 
(‘xchange ]>oint l)(dween the beginning of August and the 19th 
September. 

When on the ‘Jlst September tlie British Government annonneed 
tlK'ii dei'ision to abandon Ibe gold standard teinjxiiarily , the 
Governor-(fem‘ral in order to jirevent ])aiiic and to avoid depletion 
of the sterling reM^rves promulgated ttrdiiiam'e A’o. \\ o1 19^11 
reli(‘\'ing Government from their obligation under the (hirreney Act 
to ^<dl gold or 'Sterling and tl>e thrc'e day<, 2‘Jnd- -‘2Bh Se])temb(T, 
were declared public holidays under the Negotiabb» Instruments 
Act. Tlie decision to link tin* ru])e(' to sterling at Iv. tk/. was 
announced on the 24th Reyitember and Ordinance No. VI 1 of 19ft] 
was issin'd cancelling tin* ordinancf* issued threi* days before. 
When llx* hank> rc-opfunal on the ‘Potli Septem])eT it was obvious 
that confidence lia<l been largclv le^foivd. Sah'- of st(M*ling on the 
25tb and 2r)tli September amounted to i'ftTri.OOO only and then 
ceased. Within tliree weeks the ra])id fall in flu* cross rate b(‘tw’een 
sterling and the dollar bad raised the npiee and sterling ])riee of 
g(»l(l to a level at whieh it was to th(‘ advantage of the Indian holder 
to sell. By the ^‘nd of (tetf)her the .st(*rling cjiiotation leaehed 
1.9. G /, d. and t(‘ndeis foi £‘090,090 w(M(' invited and allotted af 
l.s. f) A d. Th(‘ Aveekly ofTei* was raiscal hy suecessivf* stages to £l 
million. A sliglil tem])ora»‘v sedhaek oeein*i(‘d in the latter half of 
Novenibei , hnt tliere was no w'eek in whieh th(' Gf>v('rnmeni Avere 
not ahle to obtain the full amount ottered for tender and elfeet 
purchases of interniediat(>s at \d, ahov(^ the tender rat(*. This 
strength eontinued nnaha1(*d until the end of llu' Hnaneial year. 
Tli(' (hirrency Grdiiianee was can(‘elled on tlie ftOth January 1982 
hill this had no adveise effect on exfdiange and np to the end of 
Maich the late never fell below' l.v. 0 



159 


As le^arcls money rondi lions in India <lie year opened with Money 
the bank rnte at 7 per cent, at which level it remained until the 
28th May vv’hen it was reduced to (i per cent. Owin^ to the fall in 
commodity ])rices and the slackne^.'^ in trade, tlie demand for money 
in tJje first halt of the year was negligible and tlie only su])port to 
the market was afforded by the continuous issue of treasury ])ills 
by Government at rates whieli A^ere sufficient to keep the bank 
late effective. In addition, laige contractions of the currency were 
made to ]>revent the cash halaiice of the Imjierial Hank rising too 
higli. In sj)ite of these measnies the worsening of tlm international 
situation conijielled tlie Bank t<j take the exceptional step of raising 
its rate to 7 per cent on the (ilh August, coinciding with a similar 
rise in the Bank of England rate. AVhen the gold standard was 
abandoned the hank rate was raised to 8 per cent simnltaneoiisly 
with the rise in the Bank of England rate from per cent to 6. 

When the banks re-o])ene(1 on the 2M]\ Se])tembei* the rate for call 
fnnds was (juoted at 7 ])er cent and there was a large outflow of 
curioncy which reduced the Tm])erial Bank’s cash to roughly Es. Gi 
crores and necessitated their boi lov ing Bs. 2i croros against internal 
bills of f‘X(*1iaim’(\ The wilhdi-awal of funds however was sliort- 


lived and the Bank was able to repay this loan in the following 
month. The increase in trade demand consc(|uent on the reduction 
oi 1li(* gold valu(‘ of the ru])ee roinbiiied ^\ith Ihe large amount of 
ennvncy wbicli bad to be found tor the finance of the gold exports 
fTom India now b'd to heavy witluliawals of currency whi(‘h result- 


ed in an exjiansion of roughly B" oO crores during the remainder 
of the vear. The Bank’s <*ash remained com])aratively stable for the 
rest of the year, for only so much expansion vas resorted to as 
would kee]) it at a reasonabb' figure. The growing improvement 
in the position enabled tli(’ Bank authorities to reduce the rate to 7 


p(M- ((‘lit on thf‘ 1 Itli Tanllar^’ and ag-ain to G ])er cent on the 2otb 
h’el'iuary, where it remained inp to the close of the year. 

To deal now willi the state ot tlie ]>nl)lic debt, the nnproduetive Tlie debt 
(hd)t in tlie very difficult year under review inereased by only 
Bs. 101 crores as com]>ared with Bs. 19}, crores in 19‘^0-41, the 
im rease of (course lieing due to deficits in revenue and losses on 
tin* sale of silver. Even so, India's nnprodvictive debt only amounts 
to 17 per (cnt c>f the total. It is also to b? noted that wliile India’s 
internal debt increased by Bs. b-i crores from Bs. G52 crores to 
Bs. 70G crores, its external debt decreased by Es. 12 crores from 
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Es. 518 (*ror(\s 1(» Es. 5()() croret=. Tlie amoiini of revenue applied 
to t]}e reduction ot del)t duriiio* tiie year was Es. G,89 lakha 
' and in tlie budget ior 1932-8^ provision lor a further Es. G,82 
lakhs has been made. Of the amount applied to the reduc- 
tion of debt during the yeai*, Es. 1*79 crorcs were credited to the 
de])ieciation funds of the 5 per cent 1929-47, 1939-44 and 1945-55 
loans ; and as during the year the market price of these loans 
fell below the price at which purchases for the depreciation funds 
liavH to ])e made, Es. 3,11 laklis had to be spent in jiurchasing 
tln^'^e loans for cancellation. The total balance of the funds at the 
end oi tlie year including interest on inv(\st men! s amounted to 
E^. 5,21 lal<h>, of wliicli E<:. 1,19 lakhs remained uninvested at 
tb(‘ end of lfh31-32. 13ie ru}>ee loan tloated during the year was 
a tax-bearing (>i per cent issue. It was issued at ])ar and is 
re]>avab!e at ])ai on th(‘ 15th S(‘]>tember 1935. 33ie loan wa> ojnuied 
for >> 0 b>.(Ti])t ion on the 15th Sept<‘m]>er 193)1 and was to?- an un- 
limited amount, 'rin* total amount subscribed was Its. Ki.fto lakhs 
of vl.i^li E>. 2,t)l lalclis rej)i‘(‘S(mtf*d (*onversion of 1931 llonds. 

( )1 rliiv annuntt no l(‘ss tiian IN. tb53) lakhs was re(*eived at post 
otfi( (‘- and was the result ot special (dVorts to attract the small 
investoi. The gcuuMal marked conditions at the time ot the* flota- 
tion ot the loan wen* of coui\se unfavourable; within a week the gold 
standard was abandoned l)otli in Juigland and in India. At the 
same time sound finanee eleaily indi(*ated tlie necessity ot floating a 
loan to ])revont the already large volume of the floating debt l)eing 
still turtiier sw()ll(*n by the funds released by tin* maturity of the 
19f31 bonds, and in spitt' of these adverse faetors tlie loan was not 
uiisiiccesstul . dTiough while it Avas o])eii Governnu'nt s(H‘urities were 
verv Aveak, the subs( i iptions aa ere ot matej'ial assistam e in (‘onsoH- 
dating (xoverjiment’s credit by jediicing the amount of tlie floating 
debt, and the loan may tlius be considered as IniAing definitely 
eonlributed to the rapid improAement in the prices of Government 
loans AA'hich folloAved later in tlie year. As regards sterling loans 
an issue of India (i per cent Bonds, 1933-34, Avas made in May 1931 
at ])a7 ioj- a total amount of .£10 millions; and a sum of £3 millions 
was also realized during the year on account of the India 5^ per 
cent stock, 1930-38, issued in February 1931. Of the £20 millions 
5^ per cent India Stock, 1932, £5 millions A\^as converted in 
February 1931 into 5?, jier cent India Stock, 1936-38, and the 
balance of £15 millions A\\as repaid on maturity in January 1932.. 
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.£1*3 million 6 per cent bonds 1932-33 were also purcliased luid 
cancelled during the year. In addition, (jroveinment repaid the 
Ijalaiice of the teiijj)()rary loan from the Imperial Bank amounting 
to £4 millions outsiaiiding at the end of tlie previous year. 

I'Ih* ])riees fvj [iidia]i se{‘uriti(‘s at lei* many months ol vicissitude 
»oeover(*d markedly in lin^ early pari oi 1932. I4ie ])rice of 3^ 
[)or rent sterling loan in liondon, usually a safe index, was Cl-59 
(lop and boltonj prices) in April 1931, touched bottom in September 
1!>3] at 4‘>J but r(‘ached f)S]-(>3\ in March 1932. The aiinouneo- 
ment of G} ])er cent Treasury Bonds on the 1st Se])tember naturally 
b‘d to a dro]) in oth(*r ^ecuritie^ to give rates co7ie^])on(ling with 
ihose of the new issue. On the abandonment of the gold standard 
There was a iurllier sharj) dio]). Some return ol coniidence ])roduced 
a tem])orary revival in October, but the passing ot the emergency 
budget with its surchaige on income-tax, further lowering the yield 
on tax-])earing securities, brought about a, further fall, and this 
Muforiunately coincided with a very heavy drop in the price of gilt- 
^‘dged secui'ities in Lojidoii including those oi the British Govern- 
ment tliroiigli tears as to the future of the pound sleiling. Rates 
leiiiained at this low level with minor fluctuations until early 
dannary when the Ijondoii maiket was informed that the sterling 
purchases oi the Secretary ot State were sutticient to enable bim to 
repay the bj ])er cent loan maturing on the 15tli January and 
amounting t(» £15 millions without furtlier borrowing on tlie London 
market. This coincided with an upward movement of sterling and 
revival of eonfl deuce iti British Govern men t securities. The result 
was a rapid reaction, the lead ])eiug taken by the sterling securi- 
ties of the Government of India. 

Having thus indicated some of the main features ot the year, 
we cannot do better, in order to give a more detailed exposition 
of the state oi Iridiahs finances, than quote from the budget speeches 
of Sir George Schustei*, the Finance Member. The first speech 
was made on the 29th September 1931 in connection w ith the sup- 
plementary budget. Sir George said: — 

T rise to make a statement on the financial position and on 
our ])lans for dealing with it, in somewhat unusual and difficult 
<*ii‘cumstanees. On the one hand it is neeevssnry that w^e should 
not delay in jesioring equilibrium betw’eeii revenue and expendi- 
’>111 p. On the other hand Ihe foundations on which w’e have to liase 
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our estimates are at tke moment fluctuating, owing to the changes 
whi( 5 h have come upon our currenev position in tlie week which has 
just passed. But the very nature oi that change makes it all the 
more necessary that our internal tinancial position sliould he sound 
— for once a (tountjy’s currency is cut adrift from the mooiings of 
a stable standard such as gold, it is particularly necessary to avoid 
getting into any sort of intlationaiy ])osition resulting trom a 
failure to balance current ex ])eii dilure with curjeni revenue. If 
we can convince tlie world that, our internal budgetary and monetary 
position is sound, then with our tavourable balance of trade we shall 
be able to j>reserve confidence in our curiency and save the country. 
Theielore we must take immediate steps to ensure dear and solid 
foundations for om internal ]>osition .... 

Returns of the first five months indicate that we shall fall 
short of our budget estimates foi- custom^ by at least Rs. 10 crores, 
the lu'aviest reductions b(‘ing under cotton ])ieceg()ods, sugar, silver, 
spirits and liquor, excise on motor-spirit, iron and steel and in the 
jute export duty. As legards income-tax, we expect a deficit of 
Rs. 1 \ crores; while on salt we expect a redudion of about Rs. 8 
lakhs. This brings the total deficit on tax levenue to Rs. II crores 
83 lakhs. 

As regards the Railways, t rathe returns to date show it very 
dis(|uieting j)Ositioii. Without attem])ting to give an exact esti- 
mate now, we must clearly accept the fact that it will be impossible 
for the Itailways, in s])ite of all tlieir letrenchment measures, to 
make any general contribution to the budget until the present 
economic, depression complehdy ])asses .... For this reason 
Rs. 5'3() cFores dro])s out of oui- budget. 

Tinder lk)sts and Telegraj)hs a tall of Rs. 18 lakhs is antici2)ated 
in revenue, after taking into account additional receipts from 
enhanced ])arcel rates and revised scale of fees for insurance of 
postal articles intiodiued with effect fi‘ 0 ]n the 15th June and 15th 
August 1931 res])ecttve]y. A saving of Rs. 0 lakhs is expected 
under working ex])enses, leaving a net deterioration of Rs. 12 
lakhs .... 

Under the finance headings, the net result is that our position- 
will be adversely affected to the extent of Rs. 2*29 crores. 

Under extraordinary receipts we have to provide for a reduction 
of Rs. 23 lakhs, as under the Hoover plan we shall have to forego 9* 
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months’ leparations receipts. As already noted however we have, 
against this, a saving on the inlerest on our own war debt ot 
Rs. 5G lakhs. 

As regards civil ex])enditiir? we Inive unfortunately some items Expenditure, 
wdiieh have not been ])rovid(Ml for. These include exceptional items 
such as the loss ow'ing to llie heavy return ot nickel coin from 
circulation due chiefly to the jirevailing de])ressioii. This accounts 
for no less than Rs. 43 lakhs w hicli according to our ])ractice has to 
be debited to tlie budget. Then again tliere is a good deal of ex- 
penditure in connection with the Round Table Conference and the 
various cominissions of einjuirv in tlie Jsorth-Webt Frontier Province 
and elsew^hcre which have had to be sel up in order to carry out re- 
(‘ommendations ot the last Roinul Table (Conference. As against 
these items Ave shall have some savings in tli(‘ current year owing to 
leductions Avliich liaA^(‘ been made (apait from the s]){‘cial reti'ench- 
ment proposals, to wlnh h J shall refer later) ; but these w'ill probably 
not be sufficient to offset the items of deteriorat ion which I baAC 
mentioned. On all these beads w^e feel it necessary to anticipate a 
deterioration of about Rs. 23 lakhs. 

To sum u]), the total deterioration in our income and expendi- 
ture is : 

Rs. 11*33 (*ror(‘s in tax revenue, 

Rs. 0-48 crores on commeicial departments, 

Rs. 2*29 crores on general finance headings, 

Rs. ‘23 crore under extraordinary receipts, 

Rs. *23 c]ore under other heads including civil expendi- 
ture. 

As the budg(‘t ])rovided for a small surplus of Rs. 1 lakh, on the 
basis of the present estimates, there wull be a net deficit of 
Rs. 1 9* of) crores. 

As fai* as Ave can se(» at p]‘eseni, tbeje seems to be no justificatioji Prospects'for 
for expecting: any large im])rovement in the budgetary position 
next year. In fact, imome-tax revenue may he considerably less 
than in the current year. On the other liand, there Avill be a saving 
of Rs. 48 lakhs in the int(*rest payments on the outstanding amount 
of our Avar loan liability. 

Factors of iin (certainty aff‘e(*t any estimate that w^c can give at 
present. We consider that the only safe line to take now is to 
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’Proposals. 


Retrench- 

:aent. 


esliniate tliat ('oiiditions will not substantially ini])rove at least 
before tlie end of tlie next fiiianeial year, and tliat we must reckon 
aoain on a deficit of Its. IIH crores for 1932-8;i. 

Putting the deficit for tbe (UiiTcnt year and next year together, 
we liave a gap to fill of Its. f'fO-Of) crores. Tf we are, straight away, 
to establish a really sound ])osition, we need to devise a plan which 
will provide us during the lemainder of the combined two-year 
period either with reductions in expenditure or with increased 
levenue lo fill this ga]). Idiat is indeed a task of exirenie diffi- 
culty. We have a two years’ deficit to deal with, but we have only 
IS months left duidiig which new measures can operate. Nor is 
even this pei'iod fully available, for allhough new taxation can be 
made efl‘e(d,ive from the beginning, theie must be some considerable 
delay l)efoi‘e Ihe full results of our retrenchment plans can be met. 

This is the position, and the aedion which we have to take 
to deal with it may be divided into three distinct lines. 

h'iist, reductions in exj)enditure due to more economical 
organization of Government departmenis and restriction 
of activities. 

Secondly, an oinergency cut in salaries. 

Thirdly, fresh taxation. 

T will deal first with reductions in expenditure .... As 
regards civil expenditure .... the measures recommended 
by the General Purposes sub-Commiftee for this ])ortion of the field 
would ])roduce savings (‘stimaled af a])oat Hs. 1,20 lakhs. Por my 
present ])U]*poses 1 am taking as the estimaied saving this figure, 
leduced by a margin of Ks. 20 lakhs, representing wliat we estimate 
may be the charge for compensation and recurrent pensions payable 
in respect of officials whose posts are abolished. Thus we reckon to 
get a net saving of about a crore on this part of the field. We have 
also to take into account the grants for those departments (largely 
the main administiative and 7*e venue-collecting dej)artments) which 
have not yet been examined by the General Purposes sub-Commitlee. 
Over this part of f.he field the sco])e fo]* retrencdiment is more 
restricted. In l espect of it we estimate that we shall be able to effect 
a net saving of about Its. 90 lakhs, including an automatic drop of 
about Its. 28^ lakhs in the expenditure on census operations, but 
laking ititf) accounl something for com])ensal ions, (*tc 
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Recomiueiidations of the other retrenohment sub-committees 
(other than ihose for Railways and the Army) indicate measures for 
improving* the civil position for 19r32-33, as compared with the 
budget for the present 3 ^ear, by a gross sum of about Rs. 97 lakhs. 

Taking into account compensations, we propose to count on a 

net improvement of Rs. GO lakhs under these grants. 

Out of the retrenchment measures to which I have referred we 
expect lo realize savings of a])out Rs. 30 laklis in the current year. 

Now I come to the Army .... For tiie present the Army 
authorities guarantee for next year a net reduction of Rs. 4^- crores. 

This reduction Avill produce a net defence budget for 1932-33 of 
Rs. 47*40 crores, as compared witli R^. ol-OO in the current year 
and wilh Ihe stabilised budget figure of Its. oH crores two years 
ago .... Wliai Ihis really amounis <r> is Uiat in 2 ;vearb, 
witimul im])aiiing the sliength ot th(‘ iighiing foices, without 
ta,king into accouiO llie possihiiit i'“- ol a tem])ora]y cut in 
ofhc(u*s^ ^ Army ?\])(mdilure will liavt* been reduced from Rs. 55 
c]*oiev In Rs. 47*10 croies. Tliis, Sii*. is I submit no mean acdiieve- 
nient ; it ha> been done ((uietly and williout the imposition or dis- 
])lay ot Royal (\)nim issions. Tt has been achieved by hard patient 
work and co-operation between th? Army Department, the Finance 
Department and the chosen re])resenlative.-> ol this Assembly. That, 

J submit, is the light way to work out c<'ononiies, and brings credit 
on all (oncerned. 

T now' come to the difficult (juc>tn»n oj an emergency cut in pay. Emergency 
Ltd nit‘ state at the outsid the gtuieial conclusions r(*a(died l)y the cut, m pay. 
(tovernment as ])art of th? |dan whith 1 am now' j)j'esent ing. 

3’hese are : — 

First, that any (‘ut a[)plit‘d must ht‘ geiicial and on a fair basis. 

StM'ondly, that it should he of a timqtorary nature not extended 
beyond the need of the ])resenf exc(‘ptional emergency. Its 
justification is in the need for a common sacrifice in 
a national emergency. Although it may be said that the 
subordinate ranks have gained fiom the low level of prices, 
there is as yet no proof of a substantial fall in the cost 
of living of many classes of Government servants. 

Thirdly, that it should not in any w'ay affect pension or provid- 
ent fund rights. 
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We have oiven a oreat deal of iliou^ht 1o the way in which a 
<5 lit sliould he applied, and after the njost seaiching* consideration 
of all soris of ^Tadiiated scales we liave c*onie to the Jfdlowing 
conclusions. 

We think, first, that a simple ])lan is best, and that although 
it may be necessary io exem]n pay below a cei iain low limit at the 
bottom, a uniform scale is leally the faiiest and best in tlie j)ublic 
interest. 

We consider that Ihe rate should not exceed 10 per cent in any 
individual case, and tliat, as I shall ex])lain later, this should 
include the enhaiuement of in(‘ome-tax now })r()posed. For the 
general Goveinmeni services we think that the limit of exemption 
sliould ordinarily be about Ks. 40 — perhaps a bit higher, ])erhaps a 
bit lower. I ought lioweAcr to mention that s])ecial considerations 
maj^ have to be aj^plied to a great commercial undertaking like 
the Kailways, but tlu' maximum v ill not be exceeded in any case. 

I may, however, here inter])ose that I am pleased to lie able to 
isay that His Excellenc^y the Viceroy has decided that he will impose 
uj)on himself a (uit of 20 jier cent, and that for ourselves, the 
memlxus of his Council, vo will surr<Midcr lo ])cr (‘cnt uur |>ay. 

The action to be taken by jirovim^ial Governments in regaid to 
officers witbin their iiile-makiiig ]>owcrs will be for tlicir own deci- 
sion, but we have little doubt, that they will rccognizi^ the desir- 
aliility of attaining througbout India as hnge a measure ot uni- 
formity as ])ossible. Tn this connect ion T may mention tliat uni- 
formity is particularly desiiablc in the police service, and sinc-e local 
Governments aie fai* more comau’iied in this mattei* than tlic Central 
Government, we shall not reach final c*on elusions in this ca-o until 
afier further consultation with them. 

T must also refer to the fact that it does not lie within the power 
of flic Government of India to take decisions as regards all the 
offi^•ers within its seivicc. (\'rtain officers have been guaranteed 
tlieir rights under the GoAcrnmcnt of India Act and tliese^ cannot 
be altered without legislation in the Biitisli Barliament. As regards 
otlici* officers, tlieii' ]>osition is governed by Fundamental Hub* 23, 
and can only bc' altei cd under j ules made by Ibe ])i‘ 0 ])er ani lioi'ities. 
For the great bulk of otHcors, the lulc-making ])Ower now lies with 
the Government of India and local Governments, subject to the 
sanction of ihe Secretary of State in Council. There are certain 
offic^ers however in regard to whom the Secretnrv of State in 
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Oouncil has himself to make ihe rules. The position is that we 
luivo received the assurance of the Setieiarv of Slate tliat he will 
sanction the iiiles which we, oi- provimdal Governments, may make 
in those cases where we or iliey liavti the ])Owei. Further, in 
regard to officers ])roiected hy the Govei ninent ot India Act, or in 
refrard to whom the Secretary of State ]»as himself to make rules, 

I am authorised to say that His Majesty's (to\ eriimeiit are satis- 
fital that a financial necessity exists amounting to a national emer- 
gency, whicl] requires that a reduction sliould he made in pay, and 
that Ilis Majestj^’s Govcunmeni have undertaken to introduce 
legislation in Farliament at the fijst piacticahle opportunity. The 
legislation would lx* of an emergency cliaracter, and would authorise 
the Secretary of State in Council to reduce the salaries of officers 
])rotected under the Government of India Act foi* a limited period 
and subject to a maximum of 10 ])er cent which would be inclusive 
of the enhancement of income-tax contained in my present financial 
])]()posals and subject to a discretionary power for the Secretary of 
State in Couiu il to make ex(*e])tioiis in cases of hardship. It would 
ap])ly to th(^ specdal (dass of protected officers serving under local 
Govei’iiments as well as under the Government of India Act. 
Ofiicei's not S])ecifica11y |>rotected by the Government of India 
Act, but in regard to whom the Secicdary of Stale has himself to 
nial''e lules, would be tieated on the Name Hik'n the niotected 
othcei'S .... 

We think that it should be practicable to impv»e tiie nils from 
the 1st December next. It must be (dearly explained tiiat there is 
no intention that they should remain o]H'rativ(‘ bf^yoiid tlie fflst 
Marcdi 19dfd. They will not be continued beyond that date without 
further examination of economic conditions; and if economit* con- 
ditions so re(|uired or permitted, we should reconsider them before 
that date. 

And Ibat liriiigs me to a point ot essential impoilance in this 
matt(U\ A cut of this nature must he legarded as a very excep- 
tional measure whi(d> (‘an only Ix' justified in very exceptional 
circumstances. It is nothing less than a direct ^ariati()U (^f the 
conditions under whicli an officer enters the Government service, 
and it must be remembered that the security of these conditions 
represents an essential attraction of seivice under a government. 
It wmuld be fatal to the public, interest if that sense of security were 
destroyed. Theiefore no variation can be justified except in a real 
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national emergency and when it is quite clear that all other measures 
have heen fully tried. Even so it is necessary to examine the case 
still further. We must test the emergency by an examination of 
the clauses which have created it. In the present case it was clear 
that ilie emergenc y had arisen from an unprecedented fall in prices 
of those commodities which India produces and on which the 
revenue of the country depends. The value of commodities had 
fallen loo low in terms of money, the value of money had gone up 
too high. But in the last days a change has been made in the 
basis on which the value of our money, or our unit of currency, 
depends. The results of this, or of any general economic recovery 
producing an improvement in the revenue position, may make it 
necessary to re(*onsider the justification and necessity for this cut. 
It is of course clear that a gtmeral decline in the gold value of the 
rn])ee would affect all servants of (iovojnment alike, while I might 
furiliei* mention incidentally that if, on the other hand, the rupee 
had heen detached from sterling and th(‘ value of the rupee had 
either appreciated or declined in relation to steiling. there would 
liave ])f‘en some ditfc?‘ence in the case of (•ertain classes of otfi(M‘r‘' ot 
wlii('h (Toverinnent would liave had to take account .... 


Financial 
effect of cut 
in pay. 


A•^ icgards the financial effect of cuts on tin* scale which we 
[)i'opo>c, 1 liave estimated the jiositiou roughly a^ follows for the 
purpose of my jiresent financial jilan. Wc put the total saving for 
1932-d'3 at Its. 1,15 lakhs, and for tlic four moiitlis from December 
1st oi tli(‘ (‘urieiil year at. Bs. 35 lakhs. 3'liis im*lu(lt‘s .sa\ings on 
th? ])ersoiineI of the Posts and Telegraphs Dcqiartnieiit. The saving 
on Hallways will he very snhstantlal. 1 refi-ain from giving an 
exact figure ])eiidiiig the final settlement of a plan. In any case 
it will not directly affect my present proposals, for we consider 
that any saving effected by a (-ut in pay on the Railways must 
be utilized to improve their own internal ])Osition, and that it 
cannot be translated into any improvement of general revenues. As 
I have already stated, a cut in fact will only be justifiable during 
the continuancje of the present emergency, and during sncli period 
we cannot in any case rely on receiving any general contribution 
from the Railways. It is in our opinion essential that if they have 
any margin it should he made available for reduction in freights 
on agricultural products. 

As regards Army officers, the same cut would apply to them 
as to civil officers of the Government. We estimate a saving of 
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Rs. 75 laklis in 1932-83 and Rs. 25 lakhs for the four months of the 
current year Ironi December 1st. I may note that if this saving is 
effected it will reduce the expenditure of the Army next year to 
Rs. 46 •05 crores .... 

I ]iave to mention another measure which is in tlit‘ nature of 
an expedient to improve our revenue position over the next 18 
months. AVe have l)een studying since the end of the last budget 
r5ession the possibility of effecting an immediate inciease in our salt 
rt‘veiuie ])y iedu(‘ing or abolishing the credit system. Ailei careful 
examination of the tjuestiojj in consultation with tiie officers of the 
Sail De])artment, we came to the conclusion tliat, subject to 
ui' ing lair notice to trade, we might justifiably terminate credits 
altogether. AVe liave accordingly notified the gradual termination 
ol the system by limiting credits to three months a^ from the 1st 
October 1931, and discontinuing the grant of new credit ^ aliogether 
from the 1st Alar('h 1932. This nieaiis that we sJiall actually collect 
in tile cunent year and again in next year 15 inst(‘ad ot 12 months’ 
levenue on all .>ult issued under tin* eiedit sXhlein. 1 expect our 
j'evenue will be iin reused by one erore eaeli yea?* on thi^ account. 

This of course involves no real increase either in taxation or 
revenue. It only means that we shall, during the next 18 months, 
collect 24 months’ levenue on credit salt. After that we >hall be 
entirely on a cash basis. 

1 Jiiiist now tui*n to the thiid measure — new taxation. Here our Fieshtaza- 
plan is very sini})le, and though unjdeasant, I hoj)e that liouourahle 
Members will on the whole re(*ognize it as fair. The main plank 
of our ])ro])osals is to ])ut a tem])orarv surcliaj’ge on all existing General 
taxes, nitli the except ioji ol custoni'^ export duties, jm these could surcharge, 
not without deti inient to oiii ex])ort trade be iuc'liuled. With this 
exception, the stireharge will a]>ply to all (‘ustoins and excise duties 
(including salt) and to the income-tax and super-tax. The sur- 
charge Avhich we propose is 2o per cent on the existing latos in each 
case. 

The principle is uniform, but as regards the income-tax there 
is an administrative difficulty inasmuch as the tax, although only 
im])osed as from the 1st Octolxu*, has to he eollect(Ml cii 12 months’ 
basis. It would lead to great bard ship in case of sala?ies or other 
income tax(ul at the source if we were to supplement d.ed actions 
already made In^ a ieti‘os])ective increase at the full rate of 25 per 
cent. Therefore we propose that the surcharge foj* the ( urriuit year 
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should ])e 12] ])ei' ( eiil on iiKoino-tax, but it ^vill bo oolleeted at 
tliis rate on the whole yeai'\s income. 

Apart from these general surcharges, we are forced to include' 
certain new taxes. As regards income-tax, Ave consider that in 
this emergen(‘y there is justiheation for reducing the exemption 
limit and imposijig a small tax of 4 pies in tlie juj)ee on incomes 
between Its. 1,000 and l(s. 2,000 p(‘r annum. For the same reasons 
as 1 have explained already in connection Avith the &urcharge on tlie 
existing income-tax, tbe late A\ill be imposed at 2 pies for tlie 
current yc'ar and 4 pies lor next year. 

The jemaining special increases or neAv taxes which we propose 
are in legard to im])ort duties. 1 Avill deal first with the increases 
in existing duties. 

AVe ])ro])ose to increase the import duty on aitificial silk piece- 
goods fioni 20 to 40 ])ei' cent and on artificial silk yarn Irom 10 per 
cent to 15 pel* cent. We also piojiose to increase the duty on broAvn 
sugar liom its. 0-12 to Rs. 7-4 per cwt. This follows the Tarilf 
BoarcTs lecommendation. As regards boots and shoes, av(* y}ropose 
that there should b';i im])osed as an alternative to the 20 per (*ent 
duty a minimum of 4 annas per pair. The duty will thus be 20 per 
cent or 4 annas a pair whichever is the higher. We also propose 
to increase the duty on camphor and on electric bulbs from 20 to 
40 pel* cent. As legards all these articles the siiridiarge wdll be 
levied on the increased duty. 

Then there are three items formerly on the free li^t on which we* 
think it justifiable to impose a small duty on revenue grounds. 
The result ol the suichaiges imposed in last budget and proposed 
noAv is that the level of the general revenue tariff has been increased 
fioni 15 to 25 ])er cent. There is, therefore, some justification for 
adding a 10 per ( cnt duty tc articles hitherto fre(*. 

AVe propose to put duties ol 10 ])er cent on machinery and dyes, 
and of V anna per lb. on raw cotton. I must expect criticism of these 
duties espe('ially from the cotton mills, and I Jiiust acknowledge 
that their imposition may a])j)ear to be in some Avays inconsistent 
Avith jirevious policy. The justification must be the need for 
revenue, wliile as regards the cotton mills we may claim that on 
balance their position Avill be impioved by our surcharge proposals, 
for under these tin' import duties on cotton })iecegoods Avill be 
increased by one (juarter. This more than offsets the burden of 
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I anna ])er ]]). on goods made from imporied cotton, and affords an 
-{‘ffectivo answer to possible ciiticismb on tlie grounds to which 1 
have referred. 

1 liave one more word to say as regards tlie income-tax })roposals. 
In considei ing the cut to be apjdied to tlie salaries of Government 
officials we considered what total reduction of their emoluments 
eould fairly be imposed. If the general rate of reduction is to be 
10 ])ei' cent, that i(‘])resents what we ihink fair, and if further 
increases of income-tax were to be added, that would go b(‘\ond th(‘ 
reasonable limit. We therefore propose that increases of income- 
tax, both by way of surcharge on existing rates or by way of imposi- 
tioTi of a, tax foi' the first time on salaries from Its. 1,000 to 
IN. 2,000 should be nn^rged in any general ( ut which we ai e impos- 
j!ig or ^^hich ])r()yincial Govaumnients may impose. 

Ajmrt from measures of taxation we ])ro])Ose some enhancement 
of the inland postal rates, namely to increase the existing rates 
in ies])ect of letters and ])Ostcards. That is, the rates for inland 
]>ostal letters will be 1 anna and 0 ])ies instead of 1 anna and for 
postcards 0 ])ies instead of 0 pies. I'bis enhan(*eme!it should produce 
Ks. TO lakbs in a full a ear and should go a long way to cover the 
deficit of 11s. 02 lakhs in the working results of the department 
M hich would be bdt t‘veii if the recommendations of the Posts and 
Telegi'aphs Accounts Pnqniry Committee are a(‘cej)ted. 

T may now summarise the efTei ts of all tlu'se ])]aiis . . . . 

Wc should close the currmit year with a deficit of 11s. 10-lT crores 
and the next year wiih a surplus of Ps. 5’23 crores. Tliat i^ to say, 
the combined result of the two years ill be a deficit of Tls. 4*94 
crores. 

We consider that we are justified in regarding this deficit as 
coyered by making during this period of exceptional stress a reduc- 
tion of about Ps. 2-4T crores in each year from the provision for 
reduction or avoidance of debt. Even after making this deduction, 
this provision will amount to lis. 4-4‘l crores in the current year and 
about Ps. 4-()8 ciores in 1982-88. When it is remembered that the 
])ortion of our debt which is not covered by ])roductive assets or 
cash lalances is no more than Ps. 194 crores this may fairly be 
claimed as an adequate sinking fund allocation during a peiiod of 
cxce])tional depression. 


Summary of 
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But T may put the position in another way which tlirows up in 
a still more faYOurable light what we are proposing. I have ex~ 
plained that on present estimates the combined deficit for the two 
years is just over Rs. 39*05 crores. We may fairly say that half the 
current year’s deficit has already been incurred — say about Rs. 9*80 
crores. If we look at our task as one of having to make a new 
])udget for 18 months, starting with October 1st, we should have to 
find means for filling a gap of Rs. 29*25 crores. We are actually pro- 
viding io] finding inipi ovemenis of lbs. d4‘ll cjoies over the next 18 
mojilJis. Theiofore we are not OTily providing a balance ior that 
period, but we should have a surplus of Rs. 4-8G crores towards 
making up the deficil of Rs. 9*80 croies on the first half of the 
current year. 

If these forecasts are fulfilled, then even if there is no improve- 
inent in tlie ecoiioinic* position, tlie Rinance Member, when he 
])resents the Budget for 1933-34, will find liimself in possession of 
a surplus of Rs. 5*23 crores and he will be able to make a substan- 
tial easing of the burdens. 

It is perhaps forecasting events too much to say in what order 
these jediK tions should he made. But there are (*ertain principles 
which we consider must be obseived. Relief must come first in 
restoring the emergency cuts in pay and secondly in taking c)ff the 
suTfdiarge on the income-tax now to be imposed. I think we may 
predict with as much certainty as is possible for any sue h forecasts 
that the^e special impositions will not in any case be extended 
})eyond the 31 >t Mar(di, 19‘»;j. 

ThJ*^ picture, hut. T must add a few words before I leave it. 

Much will be said about the increase in the burden of luxation. 
But T want the public to appreciate that we are not so much increas- 
ing the total amounts of taxes levied as providing hy increasing the 
rates for collecting the same amount of revenue. 

Oui* diffi('ulties have not in any way been caused by an increase 
in expenditure. Quite the contrary. We have in fact to face three 
things — a drop in the yield of the current taxes, a drop in the 
reveiiTies from commercial departments, and a deterioration under 
the finance lieading.s. Tlie fiist we meet mainly by increasing the 
rates of the taxes, and the last two by retrenchment . . . . 
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The figure of net administrative expenditure will, according to our 
plans, have proceeded as follows: — 

Figures in 
crores of rupees. 

1930 - 31 79-67 

1931 - 32 74-60 

1932 - 33 0 . 5 - 9.7 

If this can really he achieved, then we shall he able to congraiulale 
ourselves on liaving put matters on a really sound basis. 

Then T want to add soinetliing as to the reasons for the ])reseiit 
measures. I lefeired at the outset of my speech to the dangers, 
now tliat Ave are divoiced from a gold standard, of any infiationarv 
action for the ]>urp()ses of meeting tlie current expenditure of the 
ffOveiTiment. If once that ])rocess starts, it may he imposvsihle to 
pave the count ly from a complete (‘ollapse of its currency. That 
has heen the ex])erience of all (*ountries whose cunencies colla])sed 
after tlie War. Tliov all w^ent through the same j>rocess. Budgetary 
deficits, met first by horrow'ing; then a reluctance of tin* public to 
subs('ribe to governimmt loans or tieasury bills; tlien r(‘C()Ur>e to 
the note-printing press and inflation to ])rovide funds to meet 
cunent. ])ublic ex])eriditure ; theT\ (‘ollaj)se in confidence in the 
ciirj’ency, Tjotc^ ])rinted faster and fastcj* until tlu‘ anioiinl - reached 
asf] oiiomical figures, aud finally the c-ompletc disapj)earance ot any 
value to the currency at all. We want to erect a solid barrier 
against the possibility of India getting on to that slippery slope. 
That is llie e.sseiilial justification for our proposals. We have 
lienrd much talk in the last dav.s about the di^ap})earaiice of our 
currency j(\Nei'vcs. But iio currency iese?-ve can l)e large enough 
to stand up against a lark of confidence in the curjency. Eeserves 
are only valuable to tide over temiporary difficulties. The real 
safeguard must he confidoTU'e in the soundness of a country's finan- 
cial situation. If a countiy meets current expenditure Avith cuiTent 
reA^enue, and if, further, it has a. favourable balance of trade, 
then it can face all the vicissitudes of fortune Avith confidence, and 
its actual curromy reserves are of minor im])ortance. 

That brings me to the last thing Avhich I have to say 
to-day .... We believe tliat Ave are doing the right thing 
for India — that in these critical times, and looking to the years 
before us, when we have to meet heavy loan maturities both external 
and internal, the matter of vital importance is to preserve the trust 
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The General 
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General 
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of the public of India and elsewhere in the soundness of our finan- 
cial position .... The piirauiouiit duty of every man who 
has Indians inieiest at heart, and wlio can in any way influence the 
situation, is to preserve intact that financial siabiliiy on uhicli tlie 
wiiole fabric of the country’s life depends.” 

The second s])eech from wJiich we projiosc to quote is that wiiJi 
wliicli Sir Georo'e Schuster presented the budget for This 

budget was of course not conceined Avitli taxation, AvJiich was already 
})rovided tor liy tin* supplementary ])udgel of September IDdl. 
Aj)art. lioAYe\(o from its j(niew of the budgetary position, it i.> of 
great interest because of its convincing defence of cuiieiic\ policy 
and ot the ex})ort of gold. Sir George said: — 

i li^e To present the Mudget for lho‘J-‘3d in circumstaiii'e'^ 
which are somewhat unusual .... As llis Excellency the 
(iovei iior-t MUiei al ha^ alieady annor,m-ed, we do not piojiose at the 
ptesenl >tage aii\ extensi()n> ot juodiiieatioiis ot th? plan lor laisiiig 
revenue AAhidi Ave put lojwaid last Septojnher. A budget speech 
must tlieieforo hu‘k juin-h of the interest which norinall\ attaelio tif 
it. ?S(‘\ ertlieless the occasion is an a])])ropriatc oii(‘ loi* attenijitiiig 
a general mview ot t!i<‘ (inaiicial po'^ition .... 

1 ‘^hall not attempt any exhaustive review of (‘(‘onomie condi- 
tions, hut a ])i( line lor tlie eiiirent year can he drawn in a tew lines, 
(ieneraliy '^peaking the monsoon A\as laAaiiirahle, and India ha> liad 
(juite a noiinal year as regards agricultural jiroduction. Aet her 
expoits and imports ha\e fallen in value t(' a hare hall ol Avhat 
lliev AAcre tAvo years ago. Exports of merchandise lor tlie hist fit 
months of the current yeai amounted in value to Es, l-G./ ciores as 
aa'uiust IG. crores for liie first 10 months of lU^^O-oO, while tlie 
value ol mercliaiidis'i iiiij)()jle(l lias iallen Iroui 11s. 201 to about 
l!s. lUb crores. These are staggering figures and indie, ite the extent 
to Avhicii our present ditlieiilties aie due to low juices jiroduced by 
wuild ('oiiditioas. The most striking falls in exports tor the periotl 
mentioned are in jute and jute pioducis Avhich have fallen from 
Es. GO (lores to Es. 28J, and raw cotton wliich lias iallen from 
just under Es. 5i crores to Es. 20i, while as regards imports, the 
most notable cases are cotton manufactures which have fallen from 
Es. 49’G7 to Es. 15*80 crores, and sugar which l\us Iallen irom 
Jls. Vi H io Bs. 4 9 crores. 
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NevertlielesR, in spite of this enoimons tall in the valne of trade, 
our favourable trade balance, if inoveineiits of treasure are included, 
for the first 10 months of this year is Its. Tl crores as conijiarcMl 
with Es. 43 crores for 1920-30. ITere is the sig’nificance of tlie 
export of ^old. 

As an indication of oni- hi^hei* rates of taxation 1 may remind 
the TToii^e tliat this year we have collected for the ]() inoiiihs al)Oiit 
Es. 29 cror(?s of import duties on Es. 10”) (‘rores oj imports, a> 
compared Avith about Es. 33 crores of duties on Es. 201 cir>rf-s ol 
imyiorts for 1920-30. 

d'h(‘>e are tlie salient facts in the situation. They tell their own 
stoiy and ])rovide the (dm; to the w hoh‘ ot tlie account of our 
finances whicdi I liave now to ^ive .... 

dhirnin”' now to tlie position lor llit‘ curient year, and tlie 
prospect^ tor next yruir, 1 need md remind llonouiable Meml)ej> 
of tlie ( ircti install eewS in wdii(di Ave were torced during’ last Sejitem- 
ber to undertake intnim measul‘ 0 ^ to fortils oui- hudoetary yxisition. 
Accord iii<i’ to our estimates at that time Ave sliould. on the existing' 
basis of taxation, luiAe liad to face deficits ot o\er E>. 19 croies in 
ea(di ol tli(‘ years 192)1-2)2 and 1932-33. We lic)ped hy our iieA\- 
ineasiiie^ ot ]‘(*tienchnient and taxation to it'dina* tln^ deficit tor the 
current year to Es. lOTT crores, and for next year Avlieii the effeel'^ 
of ] idreiudimeiit aaouIcI he fully lelt and with tlie iioav rates ot taxa- 
tion applicable foT‘ a Avhole year — to rtxilizr* a Mnplus ot E<. o’23 
croi PS. 

But I em])hasized in ])reseiitin<.'‘ tin* e>limates in Se})teml)t‘r 
that they could not, in the extremelx uucerlain circum>taiices tlitui 
prevail iiio', l)e regarded as moie than liuesses. and tliat. we looked 
to tlie estimated surplus for next yetir niainl\ as a resei A^e margin 
against tliis uncertainty. The ac'tual customs returns for the 
months since last Sejitemhor haAm made it nei'cssary for us to revise 
our estimates. 

As a result we iioaa^ allow^ foi a dederioration in the figures 
by about Es. 3 crores for each year, and avc anticipate that the 
ciiiTent year a\ ill (dose with a deficit ol IN. 12)-i;(> eiores and that the 
surplus for 1932-33 will be Es. 2*13 (*rores. This surplus of Es. 2*15 
crores, based as it is on sever(dy r(Mlnced ei;timaies of revenue, avc 
regaid as ])r()A'’diii^ a r'^^asonahh' margin of "safety. 


Estimates 
for 1932-33. 
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I would remind the House also of another consideration. For 
this year and next year combined we are providing from revenue 
no less than Hs. 13-71 crores lor reduction or avoidance of debt. 
This of course in no way represents recurrent expenditure. More- 
over in our case a provision lor writing oh our debt is a measure 
of a specially conservative nature, seeing that practically the whole 
of our debt is covered by productive undertakings which them- 
selves make adequate financial provision against depreciation of 
the value of their capital assets. The matter may tJierelore be 
looked at in this way. If we combine the results for this year and 
next year our estimates shoAv a net deficnt of lis. 11-51 crores. Ilut 
as this is arrived at aftej* providing lis. 13-71 crores for reduction of 
debt, our jecurrent receipts for the i,wo yeais will exceed our 
recurrent expenditure by Its. ;J*20 crojes. 

If this result is acliieved over two years of unexampled depres- 
sion when ])ractically every goxejnment in the world is havijig 
to show veiy heavy deficits, we may, J think, justifiably regaid 
the Indian financial position as comparatively sound . . . . 


I niu>i till’ll to a fulh-r exposition oJ 

out jiresen 

1 t‘sti mates. The 

broad picture may be presented as follows so la.r 

as gloss 1 even lie 

and expend] tui’e are conceined : - - 

111 crores ol ru])c‘c.s. 


Tie von lie. 

Exjienditure. 

Tlie Ie!^ult!^ tor 19»iU-31 are 

124- GU 

336-38 

Our budget estimate lor 1933-32 
v\ as 

134*87 

134-80 

Our revised estimate lor 1931-32 is . 

320-77 

134-43 

Our budget estimate I'or 1932-33 is . 

129- 9() 

127-81 


I must, while giving these figures, lemind the House that as they 
include gross interest payments and tlie counterbalancing receipts 
from commercial departments, they do not show tlie true picture 
as regards reduction in administrative ex])enditure. 

J will now ex])lain tlie jmsition more fully as regards the main 
heads of revenue and expenditure. As regards revenue . . . . 

the budget estimate for next year under customs is Ks. 4,15 lakhs 
less than the current budget estimate in spite of the fact that 
the increased and ncAV duties imposed by the Sup])lementary 
Finance Act were expected to bring in additional revenue of Rs. 
mores. The main deterioration as compared with the current 
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budget occurs under tlie beads of su^ar, silver, cotton piece^'oods 
and liquors. 

Tbe decrease under sut»;ar . . . . lls. -bbf; lakhs for the 

current year, and Ks. 2,10 lakhs for next year, as compared with 
the original budget estimates for 1931-32 on the basis of customs 
duties without the surcharge. As regards silver, for 1930-31 the 
duty actually collected was Ks. 2,33 lakhs, but for next year with 
the increased duty we arc not counting on more than Ks. l,t)0 
lakhs .... Another most disa])y)ointiiig head has been cotton 
piecegoods. Here as com])ared with the lf)31-32 budget we are 
down in the current year by Ks. 1 ,96 lakhs and next year by Ks. 1,8(» 
lakhs. Again in the case of liquors, we have had to reduce our 
estimate for the current year by Ks. 88 lakhs and for next year by 
Rs. 79 lakhs, as compared wiili the budget estimate for 1931-32. 

It may be intei esting to add some comments on the operation Effects of 
of the new (uistoms duties iin 2 ) 0 sed in the Emergency Finance Bill 
of last September. The new duly of 10 ])er cent on machinery 
produ(;(‘d for the tour months to I he end of January 1932 Rs. 35 
lakhs and is estimaled io produce u]) lo th(‘ 31st March a total of 
Rs. 49 lakhs, and for 1932-33 Ks. 1,00 lakhs. This com])arcs Avith 
the estimates furnished in Septemher of Ks. 52 lakhs for the cairrent 
year and Rs. 1 ,03 lakhs for next year. On the current year’s results 
it is therefore making a satisfactory showing in com])arison with our 
estimates. 

As legards the new import duty of ^ aiiua per pound on raw Cotton, 
cotton, Ave have had to he more cautious in our ])resent estimates 
and to reduce substantially the figures from those anticipated at 
the time of the Emergency Finance Bill. ITere Ave are now only 
counting on Rs. 16 laklis for the current year and Ks. 32 lakhs for 
next, as compared with our original estimates of Rs. 43 lakhs and 
Rs. 87 lakhs respeciiA^ely. Our reduced figures are based on revised 
estimates of imports .... The need for caution in estimat- 
ing was brought out by the fact that imports in the first three 
mouths after the duty Avas imposed fell to 6,500 tons as against 
10,600 tons in tlie corresponding ^leriod of the preAuous year .... 

As regards the general effects of the duty a precise estimate is 
difficult just uoAv owing to the presence of a number of abnormal 
comi)li(‘uting factors. CVmditions in the Avorld’s cotton market have 
been abnormal, and this may equally he said of local conditions 
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in India, as there has been a shorlage of prod iici, ion owing to iin- 
fayourahlo weather (*onditions, wdth a nesultant rise in prices for 
grades wliicli are ])riinari]y exported and not affected by the inipoi t 
duty. Expert opinion however agrees that the ini])osition of the 
duty has been responsible for a definite iinproveinent in Ihe prices 
])aid for staple cotton. The sliortage of Ihe Indian crop has been 
offset by a l)uni])er crop in America, and it seems very ])robal)le that 
had the duty not heen imposed American eolton would haye been 
impoifed at cln^aj) lates to the detriment of Indian agi icultural in- 
t(U'('sts. It is fortuitous circnmstaiH*es of this kind that haye ])een 
mainly ]‘es])onsihl'‘ in the ])ast for largi' imjiorts of Ameriean or 
Egyptian f olton, wlieie these have taken jilace; wliile it seems un- 
likely that the steady demand tiom llomhay for hast Afiicans wull 
he seriously dislocnt.iMl hy tlie duty. It is, of course', too soon to 
tiaee th? (tfect of tJu' duty on thi' a.(‘tiial deyeh)])ment ol the piodiic- 
tion of sta])lo cotton in India, hnt I am confident tJial all inteiests 
concerned wu‘11 soon realize lhat the im])()rt duty will do much to 
accelerate this desirable developmeni . A ])arti(*nhu ly interesting 
point is that ioi- ])rogr(‘ss on (li'‘s(' lines it is reasonable to look 
towards the area that will he deycloped hy irrigation from the 
recently comjilet.ed Sukkur Barrage*. The* general e*e)nelusion is that 
the effects of this duty hawe heen definitely favourable to Indian 
interests. 

The either new duty impeiseu] in Se'piemher was on dyes. Here 
we iiow^ ex])ee*t tei get Bs. LM) laklis ne‘xt year against oiii' September 
estimate of Ils. 17 lakhs. 

These three new im])ort duties (em maediiiuuy, cotton and dyes) 
aie therefore iieiw (^xjiee'ted to prexluce* altogether Ks. 1,52 lakhs 
against our first e'stimate of Ils. 2,07 lakhs — hiii, as I have said, 
the [iresent jireivision allow^s for a very c.autiems (\stimate as regards 
cotton. 

As regards taxes on ineome my juesent (sstimate of Es. 18,73 
lakhs for next year .... is only Es. 1,00 lakhs more than 
ihe budget estimate foj- ilie current year in spite of the fact that the 
increase in the rates of income-tax and the levy of income-tax for 
the fiisi time on incomes between Es. 2,000 and Es. 1,000 w'ere 
expected to yield an additional revenue of Es. crores. We 
haye therefore made suhsianiial allowance for deterioration in the 
jreneral conditions of Imsiness in the current year. 

O ' 
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Tie Suppleiueiilary Fiiia-nce Aei lowrivd the winiinuni ihCOIUe 
liable to ineome-lax from lbs. ^.^,000 to IJIOO and imposed a 
',ur<*]i;n*^e of 12 J per eeni in the current year on all rales 
of income-tax and super-tax. f7jilike Ihe change^ in ciisiouis duty, 

lliese ]/rovisioris only look effect when ilie Aci actually l^ccame 
law, that is to say at the end of IS^oveinber last. So far as tlic 
taxation of the lower incomes in particular was concerned, 
extensive additions to our staff had then to be made to cope Vvith the 
additional W'ork. Some d(day was inevitable in or^‘anizinj[>' the 
new staff and in effect the new proc(\sses oi assxssmeni. We 
have tliercfore not yet conclusive evidence* as to what the yield 
of tlie taxation of tin* lower incomes wuTl l)e in the current 
yea-'- .... 

The im])osition of the sur(diar<re on assessments already made 
was of course a far simpler matter than the invasion of the iiew^ field 
of taxation offered hy lower income, and liero w'c antici])aied a yield 
for the (‘urrent year of Its. 1,74 lakhs. 1"]> to the end of January 
th(‘ deimmd oti this acco\mt w^as Es. 1,1b lakhs and eollections 
Es. (i2 lakhs .... 

As l e^-ards salt revenm* the budget estimate for 1932-3'! is Salt Revenue. 
Its. 9,43 lakbs .... Under o])iuiii the budn^et estimate for 
l!)32-33 is Es. S3 lakhs le^s than the current hud^-et, the reduction 
hei!i£r due partly to our ])olicy of reducing’ exports and ])artly to 
two of the forei^-n piircdiasing* (fovernments not taking' their quota 
in 1932. This has been an unexpeeted faetor in worsening our 
esfim a tes. As regards commercial departmeuts we do not expect, 

any contribution from Itailwuys either in the current year or tlie 
next. As regards Tosts aJid Telegra])hs, tlie loss in the w^orking 
of the department in the c(»ming year, after allowing for tlie full 
effect of the retrenchment and taxation measures, is now expected 
to he about Es. IG lakhs .... Under the general finance 
headings, inieiesi recoi})ts, currency and mint receipts, interest on 
debt and the provision for reduction or avoidance of debt a total 
net improvement of 11s. 41 lakhs was showui in the budget for 
1932-33 as compared w ith tlie current Imdget. This was due to a 
marked improvement under the head currency and mint, accounted 
for by the anticipated increased profit on note circulation due ic 
the expansion of currency during the current year against treasury 
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To vSiim up, the budget for 1982-33 under the heads of tax 
revenue, net revenue from eoiinnereial departments, opium revenue 
and other revenue and finance headings shows, as compared with 
the current Inidget, a decrease of Rs. 5,81 lakhs. 

I must now tiiin to tbe expenditure side .... The total 
civil and military ex])endiiiii e in 1932-33 is estimated at Rs. 67,39 
laldis, which is Rs. 11,84 lakhs less lhan fo]‘ 1930-31, and Rs. 7,95 
lakhs less than the curreni budget .... 

In considering the expenditure figures which I have just given 
I would ask Ilonourable Membeis lo concentrate on the reduction 
of Rs. 11,84 lakhs from llie a(*tuals of 193)0-31, for it is over the two 
years that our relrenchment work must be assessed. Apait from 
this, I must point out ihal the figure of Rs. 7,95 lakhs, representing 
the reduction for next year’s as comjiaied with the current year’s 
budget, docs not represeni the full amount of our retrenchment 
measuies .... 

I must now give some account of how we have given effect to 
fhe retren(‘liment ])rogranime which was promised on my presenta- 
tion of the Ihnergency Finance Rill .... 1 will take civil 

and mil it a IT e\ jamdit ure st'parately. 

In my sjieech on first introducing the Emergency Finance Bill 
in September I indicated that as regards civil expenditure (includ- 
ing Ro.^i.N and Tclegra])bs) w(' bojX'd to acliiev(' retrenchment 
measures pioviding for a reduction of Rs. 3,25 lakhs, against which 
we allowed for terminal charges, compensation, etc., about Rs. 75 
lakhs, so that we were reckoning on a net saving of Rs. 2,50 lakhs 
for next year. I elaborated this estimate somewhat in November, 
while the general forecast of exjienditure which I then gave allowed 
for certain further reductions. Tbe position which is revealed in 
the papers which I am noAv presenting may be summarised as 
follows : — 


Laldi^. 

On account of definite measures carried out in 
accordance with tho recommendations of the 
retrenchment committees (for which my previous 
figure was Its. 3,25 lahhs) the gross savings now 
incorporated in ilio demands for grants are 
But on top of this we liave insisted on further mis- 
cellaneous reductions amounting in all to . . 8B 

Thus producing total reductions of . . . . 4,33 

As against this the cost of terminal charges now comes 

out at 

So that the net figure (to be comj^ared with my 
earlier figure of Rs. 2,60 lakhs) is increased to . 4.00 
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To this must be added the temporary saving on cuts in pay which 
for civil heads — including the I^oshs and Telegra])hs we now 
put at l^s. 1,22 laklis, instead of my former figure of Ks. 1,15 
lakhs .... 

Tiie total jecommeudcd by the four civil sub-committees was 
lis. 4,99 lakhs, and we have against this achieved economies of 
Us. 4,33 lakhs or nearly 87 per cent — before allowing for terminal 
charges which, of course, tlio committees did not take into account. 

I would menti()n two other striking results in this (‘onnection. 
The first is the actual reduction in expenditure .... The 
nnl con < T'oljable ad m i n i^l i n i 1 \ e (^x])(‘nd i t urt', civil aud military 
(whiidi excludes the cost ot collectifui of taxes and of the administia- 
tion of Salt and JMsts and Telegraphs expenditure), has been 
brought down from just over Its. 79 crores in 1930-31 to just over 
Its. 04 crores for 1932-33, a reduction of about 10 per (*ont. 

The second fact is of a more disti'essiiig natur<\ but it indicates 
the magnitude of Ihe (dfort which we hav(‘ made. In yiursuam'c of 
the retreiKdimeul (‘umpaigii the following appointments in the civil 
departments (including Ihists and Teleginplis) have been or wdll 
shortly come under reduction so far as information at present 


available — - 

(iaz(‘ttod officers ....... ‘JD9 

"M I nisicrial establishni(*iit ancl other superior 

estahlishiiient ........ 5,279 

Inferioi’ est abli'-linKMit , .... 1,4^5 

Total . 7,Ob:3 


Before I leave the subject of (dvil ex])enditiire T must make 
s])ecial jefeience to one substantial change in the estimates before 
the rionse this year. This arises from the change in the constitu- 
tional ])ositioii of file North-West frontier Ibovince. I summarise 
it by Sfiying that a sum amounting- to about Its. GOi lakhs drops 
out from the Government of India receipts, representing the 
revenue for the aiea of the new Governor’s province, while on the 
other side expenditure amounting to about Rs. 1,63J lakhs is taken 
over by the province. The net difference between these two figures 
is a deficit of about Rs. 97J lakhs, and as against this our proposal 
is that the Central Governmeni should give a suhvenfion of one 
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crore to Ihe new province. It is a snbveniion on this basis wLicb 
appears in the (leinainls for grants placed before tbe Assembly. 
It has been fixed at a round figure and gives the province a small 
margin about Es. 2f lakhs. The subvention is to be operative for 
three years, or until the new constitution for India is inaugurated 
— whichever is the earlier. In either event the position will again 
be reviewed .... 

The problem of fixing the subvention on a fair basis just at the 
present lime of economic disturbance lias been one of great diffi- 
culty . . . . In fixing the recurring subvention at the figure 

of a more we Jiave, I l)elieve, dealt fairly with the new province, 
consistent with our responsibilities for other areas .... 

1 must now turn to tlie Army budget .... In September 
last I informed the IIous(i that Ills hiXcellency ihe Gommander-in- 
(hiief had agreed, as the Aiiny's ( ontribution in the national 
eimugeiicy, to acce])t a eiit of Ks. 5] croies on liis 1031-32 budget. 

1 Juive now only to say that II is J^xcellency has made good his 
undertaking in full, and that tlie estimate for the military budget 
in 1032-33, excluding again the vsjx'cial grant for the Territoi'ial 
Force, stands at Es. 4G*()5 crores .... Ills Excellency 
wishes it to be made clear that he cannot regard the budget 
figure at Es. IG-Go eroros as representing a new stajidard level of 
slaiiding charges, and that the normal cost of the forces at tliciv 
present strength when the cut in pay is restoied must he lecog- 
nized to be about Es. 48 crores even if tbe prewailing low ]>rices 
foi' grain, etc., continue .... 

I cannot turn from this review of expenditure without again pay- 
ing a tribute to the woik done by the vaiious retrenchment sub- 
committees .... 

Eefore I conclude my review of the ])uclg(‘tar3' ])osition I think 
it iK'cessary to make certain general ohservations. The pr(‘sent 
occasion is an approjiriate one to attempt sometliing more than 
a mere bald enumeration of facts and figures aaid to take stock 
of the wliole ])ositioii. I say this for two reasons. In the 
first place we have in the last two years made vsome very im- 
portant changes in our sclnnne of taxes, the effects of whicli ouglit 
to be carefully noted. In tbe second place the strain of the present 
ecojiomic crisis affords a good opportunity for testing the strength 
of the various parts of the siructure on w^hich our revenue depends. 
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There are two important points which snch an examination 
reveals, first the effect of recent protective policy on revenue, and 
secondly, the direction in which reserve powers of ta^caiion to meet 
an einej-gency can be exercised. 

I wu’ll take these points in order. It is in oui inijKut duties Protective 
that the most signific^ant changes have beeji made. Among the 
customs import, duties the tAvo largest individual itf'ins A\(‘rc until duties, 
tAvo years ago those on (‘ottou ])iecegoods and sugar. Tlu' r(‘C(‘nt 
increases in these dulies — wliich formerly Avere regard(Ml only as 
roA'cnue measures — Avould in any case, and apait from any decisions 
whicJi the TiCgislature has takcm or may shoitly take in regal’d to 
them, haA^e giA^en to them a highly piolective c haraf'te] . It is 
ol)A'ious that as the protective' (‘flee*! increases, iheir Aalue a> reA^enue 
producers mu>t diminisli. Tlie facts as regards cotton ])lt‘cegoods 
are well known; but th(‘y are so striking that il)ey deserve lepetl- 
tion. To-day av(' cannot, reedvon on more than about f)(K) million 
squares yards of imports, as c(>m])ared Avitli an average ol about 
1,800 million yards for the post-war ])eriod u]» to 1020, and about 
3,200 million yards i)efore the war. It is on the ])i'es(mt reduced 
quantity that Ave must rely for collecting duties. Taking the iiost- 
A\ar years of normal [irospeiity and post-Avar ]>riees, say 1022-2'1 to 
1028-20, the aA'erage^ annual amount ol im])()]'t duties eollected on 
cotton ])iec*eg{»ods A\as about. Its. croie^. To-day, (*veij witli ilni 
liiglier duties, Ave eaiinot on the reduced quantities reckon on a 
rovenne of more than Its, 3^* crores .... 

I will turn noAV to the other ])oint AAhieh I mentioned as Avortliy 
of examination — the way in which the stresses and strains of the position, 
prcvsent crisis are shoAving u]) the strengths and Aveaknesses of the 
various ])arts of our structure of taxation. This can he tested by 
seeing hoAv the estimates of roA^enue from inereasos and from neAV 
taxes are Avorking out. 

In my review of the re\enue estimates the fact Avhieh I have 
had chiefly to emphasize is the disa])poiuting yield of customs 
duties. In spite of recent substantial increases and of tlie addition 
at A^arions recent dates of such ncAV duties as tliosc on silver, machi- 
nery, and raw cotton, our final Cvstimatcs for the ennrent year shoAv a 
total deterioration under customs of Rs. 2,00 lakhs as compared 
with the average for the 3 years 1928-29 to 1930-31. Now this 
result is of course mainly due to the general fall in the value of 
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exports and consequently in the purchasing power for imports, 
combined with the operation of subsidiary causes, such as the pro- 
tective effect of certain duties to which I have already called 
atteutioii. A more detailed examination, however, of the heads 
under which deterioration lias occurred sliows up some interesting 
fiU'i s. 

Tjeaving aside cotton piecegoods whii li I have treated solely as 
an example of the effects of protection, the chief deterioration 
among other items in the current year, as conqiared with the throe 
year average, occurs umlei* the following heads. 

Siigaf, lo whi(*Ii T Imve already referred, in s])ite of special 
large in meases in tlie rate of duty, accounts for Its. 1,49 lakhs. 

T^icjiiors, lohacco, molorcars and articles in the so-called luxury 
schednl ' wiih thc' basic rate* of bO per cent, which may be classed 
togtdIuM' as lypieal eases of articles required by the well-to-do 
classes, show a dei(‘rioiat ion of Its. 1,58 lakhs, or 22 per cent. 

To these two exaiiqilcs may be added silver (for whicdi T cannot 
make the same conqiarison as in th(‘ (‘ases whi(‘h 1 have just dealt 
will), because an imjiort duly was only first imposed in 1980) which 
for jhe f'un*ent year shows, as (‘ompared with 1980-81, a falling off 
•of Rs. 1,28 lakhs despiie the enhancement of the duty. 

These three heads aecouiit for a. deierioraf ion of no h'ss than 
Ils. 4,80 laklis froin what mighi have heen regarded as the expeeta- 
tion of I'evenuo in ii normal year at nnieh lower rales of tax. 
Tliey C'ovei’ ai-lieles other than ])rim3 iieccssiiics, for although sugar 
in sonie form is jierhajis a general necessity, this description does 
not strictly a])])ly to the kind of sugar whicb is imported. 

On I he otJier Jiand, if we turn to the main articles of consump- 
tion hy the Indian masses we find a different picture, and the 
increases made in the rates of taxation are likely to yirovide sub- 
stantial increases in revenue. 

In the case of keroscuie, for example, we expect to get in the 
current year, from excise and import duties combined, Rs. 8,57 
lakhs, as (‘.omyiared wHh an average for 1928-29 to 1980-81 of 
Rs. 2,71 lakhs. TTere, therefore, is a reserve to which we have 
been able effectively to turn. 

Then again, as legards salt, the enhaneement of 25 per cent 
in the duty sterns to have had no appreciable effect on the con- 
sumption, and we are able to anticipate increased revenue in a full 
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year (apart from tlie immediate and temporary p^ain from the 
abolition of ihe salt credit system) of Rs. 1,60 lakhs over and above 
the normal revernie at the old rate. 

1 mifi^hl here also iriention two oilier articles of consumption by 
the Indian masses ihe results in regard to which are equally inieresi- 
ing. I refer to betel nuts and syiices. 

As regards betel nuts, the recent substaniiiil iruueases in duty 
do not apyiear groaily to have afl'ecied ( onsiini])t ion , tor wf^ art- 
relying on a revenue of «aboui Its. 60 lakhs for the current year and 
Rs. ()d lukhs next yt^ar from this duty, as against a normal revenue 
befoT*e flit' increase of Rs. lakhs. 

A similar result ap]»ears in iht' case of ^pio(»s. From tliost' 
items (cloves, nutmegs and yie^iper) for vhich separate trade 
st.atisti(*s are on record — and they constitute 80 })er cent of the 
whole — Tve are able to anticipate a. revenue of about Its. LM) lakhs 
in the current year and of Rs. 22 lakhs next year, against a 
normal I’eveiiue before the inereases in duty of under Rs. 9 lakhs. 

The figures whieli I Inave given are of course, in a sense, only 
an illustration of well-known ])rinci])les alVei ling the yield of taxes 
on articles of elastic, and inelastic demand. But it is interesting 
to examine how these principles work out in practice. vSmdi an 
exam illation of these exanqiles indicates that a Fiiiam e Member 
must be brought to the conclusion that if in times of emergency he 
needs to raise extra levenue, tlien his most sure and reliable (course 
is to im])ose slight increases in the taxes which fall on the musses 
of the population. A few annas per head from ^100 millions is the 
most effective course, Avhereas attempts to extract heavy taxation 
from a limited class seem almost to have reached their limit. This 
is a conclusion which is not likely to be popular, but all who share 
in the responsibility for maintaining the financ ial 2 )osition ot India 
must tace hard facts .... 

Whui is the reason for this increase in the pressure on tax 
revenue!^ It is, as the figures which I have already given show, 
ceita’uly not increased expenditure, for that is being enormously 
reduced. The real reason is the deterioration under other heads of 
Government receipts .... The main factors in this decrease 
— apart from the relinquishmen l. of the provincial contributions — 
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have heen deteriorations under the following three heads: — 

(1) Net revenue fioiu euniniercial departments, 

(2) Finanee heads, and 

(d) Oj)iiim reeeipts. 

The total reeei]>ts tioni these throe heads for the five years .1923 to 
1928 averaged Its. Jo-71 erores, while our estimate for 1932-33 
only allows foi Its. 4-8-> erores, reduction of nearly Es. 11 erores. 
Thus eoinmereial (I(‘])art ments which in tlie foianer period assisted 
revenue to an extent on an avcuage of Es. (>-T7 croies will for next 
yoixv show a m‘t deheit of' Its. 19 lakhs. hhnanee head 3eeei[)ts 
(eurreiiey and mint and interest reeeipts) which in the former period 
])rodueed Its. (']or(‘s aie reduced for next year to Its. 4-41 erores, 
and o])ium ie<(‘lj)t^ wliieli ]>rodu('ed a net, jirofii of Es. 2-31 erores 
eonn^ down next yeai to Its. ()1 lakhs ih 4. Here are the leal causes 
of <I(‘( (‘I ioj at foil , ami on to]) of this must Ix' adchal the iollow'ing 
main facts; first, the ])rovincial contributions which were Ks. 9*2 
cT*or<'^ in 192') haAt‘ (hsaj)p(‘ai <*(1, and secondly, that tin* provision 
for reduction ot avoidance of debt which for the five years 1923 
to 192S av(oac<‘(l about Its, 4-5 (‘lores has now' gone up to about 
Its. 7 (]or(^s .... 

Th(‘>e tigui es indicate the main sources of tbe diffi(*uli ies wdth 
wdii(*h tin* ( Jto^ ern nnmt lias now to compete, quite apai t from the 
inevitublo falling off in tax re(ei]>t.-> owing to tli(^ ccononnh' de])i*es- 
sion wdii(dt would In any case have made it necessary to raise the 
i*a1es. Tli(‘ first effort to dead Avitli siuli a ])()sition sliould un- 
donbifully Ix' to reduce ex])enditure. I have already given a 
rleiaihul account of wlial w'e have done in this direction. But I 
would remind the House again of the main results. The con- 
irollahb' jidin in ist l a t i ve «x])end iture under Avhich I include military 
ex]>en(]itur(‘ and all civil cx])en(litui*c, other than deht services, 
ext) aoidinai V (‘X])endif ure and the cost, of tax colleelion, averaged 
foi* I lie fi\ e years 192-1 — 1928 about Es. 7r»J erores and bv 1930-31 
it had imreascMl to just over Es. 70 erores. The provision for 
1932-33 has been reduced to just over Es. 04 erores, a reduction all 
round of about 10 ])ei‘ cent. The need for increasing tax revenue 
has been brought ii]>on us not by sAvollen expenditure but by the 
tremendous dro]) in the returns from the economic* activities of the 
Government and in the economic productivity of the couutrv on 
which the revenue from taxation depends .... 
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1 wil] now turn to a review of the Ways and Cleans position for The Ways 
the cimeni year and the next . . . . 

Tlie ontstandinfv features to he noied in lh(‘ nn immI finures for 1931-32. 
1931-8L^ aje ihe heavy drawings on their l*oser^es by the Itailways; 
the reduotio]! in Itailway capiUtl expeinlitiire conibined wkii the 
large increase in provincial Govertnnenis’ drawings as cojjipared 
with the original esiimates; <hc fact that peiinanent debt was dis- 
cliarged to alniosl cxacdly tlie same extend as il was im r^axal hy new 
ru})ee and sterling loan; and lastly — and most in)j)orlant — Ihc addi- 
lioi) of approxiinately Its. 35 (‘rores to our resources as a result of 
ihe e\j)an>ir)n of cnijency against trea'«ury bills. 


1 will deal first wdih this Iasi mentioned featni:'. Duiing the 
years 1930-31 and li)3l-3‘^ ihe ( Ion ( unment , in thcii capacity as cur- 
rency authority, Iiad to effect large contrai tions oi ihc curriuicy in 
order to avoid the development oi an inflatioiiary jm^iiion liaving 
regard to tlie iremendous tall in world jnicc^ oi ail <'i!ni niodili(“^. 

This ])roccss continued until Sepienihcr 1931 when the suspension ot 
the gold standaid in Great llriiain, and the linking of the rii])(*e 
to sterling instead of gold, ])rodaeed a eom])l te cliaiig:* in ihe 
situation. Tor various reasons a larg(‘ demand ioi* (ainiicy then 
ai'ose in India. 13iis demand enabled u^ to ]('jd.ue in tlie ])aj)er 
currtuicy reserve a large ])art of ilu' tr('asuiy hills wl.ich litid Ix'eii 
eaneelled during ihc previous two years, and in tins way to recovei* 
resources which had been temporarily lost l)y the previous con- 
iraeiioii. As it had l)eou nec(\ssary duiing 1939-39 and 1930-31, in 
order to meet contraction against rupee securities and silver, for 
the Governmeni in effect lo ])rovide funds amounting to Ils. 43,00 
lakhs, the net result on our Ways and Means position during ihe 
last three years of contraction and expansion has hi'cn to decrease 
our resources by about Es. 8J- crores. 

Tlie ex])ansion ol Es. 35 crores to wdiicii 1 lJa^e rcteired enabled Loans, 
us to meet large unforeseen demands and at the same time decrease 
our ordinary borrowings. In tbe budget for 1931-3,3 I assumed 
that sterling borrowing w'ould bo limited to tbe conversion of the 
£15 millions outstanding from the 5i per cent 1933 loan nuituriiig 
in January 1932. What actually happened was that a loan of £10 
millions Avas raised in Tjondon in May 1931, but tb(‘ ])er 
cent 1932 loan was repaid from the Home Treasury balances, the 
net result being that the sterling borrowings during tlie current 
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year will be £5 millions less than was osiiinated a year ago. The 
gross ])roree(Js of the rupee loan amounted to Es. 10,95 lakhs as 
against Es. 15 cTores estimated at the beginning of tlio year. The 
loan took tlio form of per cent ireasury bonds, 1935 issued at par. 
The noiable feature of this loan was that it was kept open on 
la]) ” for a long period — from the 15th September to the 12th 
Deceniber — and that special facilities were given for subscriptions 
at all ])ost ohices doing savings hank business. The response in 
all the circumstances was extremely saf isfactory. While the banks 
and tl)e money market took comparatively small interest, small 
investois all over the country took full advantage of the addi- 
tional facilities given. Of the total subscriptions of Es. 10,95 lakhs, 
the total amount subscribed through the Post Offi('(', including con- 
versions, amounted to Es. 0,52 lakhs. Tlie h^ssons b'arTied from the 
su(‘cess of this loan in times of unprecedented difficulty should be 
of value for the future. 

Owing to th(‘ fall during the cuirent year in the price of 
Government securities, large purchases of the 5 ])er cent rd2t)-47 
loan and the 5 ])er (*ent 1915-55 loan were effected from the balance 
in the de[)reci{jt ion funds of these loans. These ])urchases were 
mainly lesponsibh' ior tln^ incr(‘ase of about. Es. 3.V (uores in the 
amount piovided in the current, year foi* the discdiarge of ])ermanent 
debt. 

hi .s])it(‘ of th{‘ reduction of the Eailwav ca])ital outlay in the 
curient year to Es. 8,35 lakhs as against Es. 11,45 lakhs jirovided in 
the budgi't, th(‘ effect ol the Eailway operations on our Ways and 
Means ])ositioii is Es. 7,59 lakhs voise than anticipated in the 
Imdget, owing to the large deterioration in the working I’esults of 
the Eailways .... 

In order however to correct undue pessimism I must point out 
that the total amount set aside by the Eailways for de])reciation in 
the current year is Es. 13*43 crores, and that the amount to be 
drawn from the ilepreciation fund is Es. 8,25 lakhs for actual 
expenditure on renewals and Es. 4,52 lakhs to meet the deficit, or a 
total of Es. 12,77 lakhs. Even therefore after providing for this 
latter deduction, a vsurplus of Es. 66 lakhs remains to be added to 
the balance in the fund. 

The provincial drawings have been exceptionally heavy . . . , 
Most jirovincial Governments are faced with heavy deficits, and 
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in some provinces loans to agriculturists on a large scale have 
had to be granted .... The net result is that provincial 
drawings aic e^xpei ted to be about Rs. G crores more than was 
estimated at the beginning of the year .... 

The estimated revenue deficit of Rs. Id , 66 lakhs will remain un- 
covered and wdll be an addition to the public debt. 

The Ways and Means programme for next year is ne(‘essarily Way* and 

tentaiive and subject to modification in the light of tlie actual 

(urcumstances Avhicli may arise. Railway capital expenditure has 
again been drastically reduced .... To appreciate the 
magnitude of this redm'tion, which represents the (‘ulmination of 
a policy which we were forced to initiate in 1929, the current figure 
of Rs. 4,15 laliks must be (‘ompared with the past figure of no less 
than Rs. 29, do lakhs in 1928-29 and Rs. 30,16 lakhs in 1929-30. 

Tli(‘ borrowing ])rogramine of the provinces has also been 
reductul to a mini mum this year .... 

With this reduced provision for Railway capital expenditure Borrowing 
and fo?* the ])roviiJces, 1 esiimate that it will be possible to reduce 1932 !!^^** 

the a, mount of treasury hills licld by (h(‘ jiublic by about Rs. T-i- 

(uores tiom out current i esour(*(‘s, and that we shall not have to raise 
an\ loan^ (luring the yeai- except for tln^ purpose of meeting or con- 
verting maturing loan obligations. As regards the latter, the 6 
per cent sKuling l)onds 1932-33, which (lovtunment have the 
()j)tion to repay on th(‘ 15th June 1932, will in any case he repaid. 

In the estimates Avhich I am now presenting I have treated the 
funds tor this purj)Ose as being provided by corresponding new 
borrowing in London. Rut it. is ([uite possible that this will not 
be necessary. If exchange contiiuu'S as at ])resent it a])pears likely 
that wo shall ho able to repay these bonds without borrowing in 
London, the necessary funds for the ])urchase of the sterling 
recjiiired being ])rovide(l by borrowing in India. As regards rupee 
loans, I am reckoning that we sball issue a loan of Rs. 14} crores, 

/.c., t]i(‘ amount recjuired to provide for tlie re})ayment of the 6 per 
cent bonds 1932 falling due on the 1st October 1932. I would 
add that if the recent improving tendency in the Government 
securities market couiiniies, it should be possible to raise a larger 
loan in India on favourable terms and in that case we shall 
probably take advantage of this opportunity to fund a part of the 
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floating* del)t and thus reduce this to a greater exieiit than the 
Its. 7J- crores \vhi(*h I have allowed for meeting out of current 
resources. 

A roar ago it was estimated that the net requirements of the 
Home Treasury would he £3r3J millions. During the first six 
months of the year the weakness of exchange which had been a 
feature of ])revious years increased owing to the ex])ori of ca]>ital 
and inltu'nai ional coni])li(*a.tions. The (tov(*rnnient not only were 
unable to ]>iir('ha,sc sterling, but in older to implement tlieii’ obliga- 
tion uiid(U' ilie Cunency Act, liad to sell sterling to the extent oi 
about £‘14 million^. This amount was obtained by drawing on the 
securities in the leserves, while in addition to this amount £9 
millions wer(' f(uiiid from tli(‘ same source to nu'ct the ordinary re- 
(juii(‘ments of tin* Ibune Tn^asurv. After t]i(‘ susjumsiou oi the gold 
standard ]»y (rr(‘at Ibitain the ru])ee-stej]ing exchange soon gatheied 
strength mainly due to the ex])ort of gold. Before the end of Octo- 
ber the tide had definitely turned and Ctovernment were able to effect 
remittances to r-iondon through the market. The total purchases 
of sterling on tieasiny account during the year have been taken for 
1h(‘ purpose of my estimates at about ,£35] millions. Tt is assumed 
that it sieiling ]nnehases exceed this amount the sur]>lus vill be 
added to the currency reserves. Taking into account the £0 
millions vdiich w(‘re drawn for Home recjuirements from the 
reserves, the total amount ])ruvided for the requirements of the 
Home Treasury for the year will on my estimates amount to about 
£44^, millious, or about £11 millions more l\uiu was estimated at 
the begiuTiing of the year. This surplus has been used partly to 
])roYide tor tlH‘ net reduction of about £5 millions which, as I 
hav(‘ already exj)lained, has been effected in the sterling debt, i.c., 
a ]*epaym(mt of about £15 millions 5J ])er cent steidiiig Imiii, less 
a new b c#Mit steiling loan for £10 millions i.ssued in May 
1981. The remainder Avill he retained in the lloine Treasury 
1)alanc(‘, making the closing 1)ahmce for the year ,£10*8 millions. 
This lara-o closing balance will be a reserve for meeting* our sterling 
re(|uir(‘ments next year. With this reserve in hand, unless the 
whole 01 * part of the G ]>ei* cent 1982-88 bonds is repaid from 
balances, a remittance of £24^ millions will suffice to meet our 
needs in 1982-88. Tf further sterling remittances over and above 
these two requirements are obtained it will be appropriate that 
they should go to the strengthening of our currency reserves. 
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I Tiiusfc now make a few general remarks on the currency posi- 
tion with particular reference to the criticisms of the recent expan- 
sion whicli liave 1)een «appearing in certain sections of the Tncliaii 
press .... Put very briefly what is said amounts to tliis — 
that the recent expansion of the currency is not justified by any nse 
in rupee prices; and tliat the {iovernmeni is in effect using tlie 
note ]>iiiiting press to meet its own requirements, thereby causing a 
dangcious inflationary ])osition .... ]5ut so long as our 
exchange is pegged to soinefliing externa] — eillier gold, or, as at 
present, an external currency like sterling, we cannot in fact ex- 
pand or contract currency beyond tlie actual requirements of the 
pufjlie whicli uscvs that curieucv without tln^ ri'sulis becoming 
appaicnt in our excbango ])osition .... The great improve- 
in-eut yhich has recently taken jilace both in our credit and excliange 
is the most effective answc?* Avhicli I can giv(‘ to Government 
critics .... 

Toe criticism has in one rcs])Oct a certain interest, l)eeall'^(‘ its 
very nature points to one feature in the Indian situation whicli 
we all admit to be undesirable — namely, that the Government is 
also the curreiKw authority .... In difficult eighteen 

months which preceded Iasi Sepiemlier, Avbeii our rt^venue was full- 
ing short of our actual outgoings, wc did not Iiesitatc to perform 
our duty as cairrency autliorily by drawing off flie market that sur- 
plus money which had to be witlidrawu in order to maintain stability 
of excliange. AVe bad to raise our floating debt not merely to meet 
our revenue requirements, but to a far greater extent in order to 
contract surplus eurrency. That process reacted most severely on 
our budgetary ])osltion and made the deterioration in our general 
financial position appear far greater than was really the casj 
. To-day the w'heel has turned, and tlie improyomeiit in 
our position as currency authority is favourably influencing both 
our general financial position and our budgetary equilibrium. But 
Ave are really doing no moie than recovering a part of the ground 
that we lost last year, and Ave luiA’e not created a single ])ie of 
currency beyond Avliat the jinblic re(|iiirc.s .... In three 
years the Government in performing thcii* duty as currency 
authority liaA^e liad to lose resources of Its. 8^ erores . . . . 

To those who say that the recent rise in pri<*es lias not been suffi- 
cient to justify the extent of our expansion I can only ansAver that 
the public whose needs we as currency authority have to supply has 
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absorbed the money. There is no evidence of an undue sur- 
plus .... We can assert with the greatest assurance that 
the present position is sound. 

On the other hand it is quite obvious that the recent improve- 
ment in the exchange position and in the demand for currency has 
Export of been very largely due to the sale and export of gold .... I 
would draw' a distinction l)el\\een the ex]>()rt of gold from ])rivate 
holdings and any loss of gold from our monetary reserves .... 
There has been no loss of gold from our monetary reserves. On the 
contrary our holding has laigely increased in the current year. 
Thejefore, so far as the backing to our ciiriency is concerned, there 
has been no weakening of the position .... At present 
values [ndia has im]>orted over Its. 700 crore^’ worth of gold in 
the last oO years alone. Her total holdings must vastly exceed 
this quantity. In relation to these accumulated stores, exj)orts 
of about Its. bO crores' worth sink almost into insignificance. 
What is ]ia])pening now' has not yet ii) fact a]>])re{dably aiVected 
India's position as a holde]- of gold. In the meanwhile the ex])ort 
is giving India a favouiable trade balance and enabling her j)eo])le, 
w’ho are in this w'ay realizing a small ]>ortion ol lh(‘ir reserves, to 
tide over the ])]esent terribly ditlicult times .... Ileserves 
are being drawn upon in hard times, and of what use is a reserve 
if it caji never be djawn upon? 

What is the s])ecial and unicjue quality of gold which justifies 
the holding of it? Surely its quality as a reserve wdiich in the last 
resort is, according to the ])revsent world sysUmi, the only ultimate 
sure method for settling obligations as between one country and 
another. But if this is accepted, then the necessaiy implication is 
that the gold niust. on occasions be used toi- tbis ])urposi‘. If it 
is never to be used it might just as Avell he at the bottom of the 
sea .... Is it true that theie are any s])ecial circumstances 
which make it nec(‘ssarv to hold on to gold now ? On bioad giounds 
I should give a direid.ly contrary answw. AVJiat is the essential fea- 
ture of the Avorld position to-day? Surely that gold in terms of com- 
modities is grossly overvalued. Its overvaluation means that all 
those to whom fixed ]>ayments in money based on gold are due have 
to receive far too large a share of the w-orld’s production. The 
present low level of commodity prices, or, to express it the other 
w^ay round, the present overvaluation of gold, is just exactly the 
calamity from which the w^orld is suffering, and unless it is set 
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right then one of two results must happen ; either the whole of our 
present economic system will collapse, or all the currencies of tlie 
world will liave to detach thejnselves from gold. England, and 
with htn* more than half the ^vorld, has already had to accept the 
latter result. America, still on gold, is in ierrihlo difhciilties, and 
is straining every effort to find a poli(‘-y which will bring about a 
rise in ihe gold prices of commodiiies, or, in other words, a fall 
in the value of gold. If slie succeeds her present currency system 
may su7*vive. If she doc's iioi, she too may lie foi’ced off ihe gold 
siandard. This is no exaggeration of the position. It is impossible 
to escape the (‘onclnsion ihat the world is faced now with two alter- 
natives, either 1o find some means (by better international arrange- 
ments and the better use of the available monetary stocks of gold) 
foT' rc'duclng Ihe real value t)f gedd as ex])ressed in commodities, 
or to abandon gold allogcdher as the basis of cnrrency. If those 
are the two alternatives Ihen surely one is foT‘c(*d imniialily to ihe 
conclusion that in cither case — wliichc'ver of the two allernatives 
actiialK ha]>jK‘ns- it would, taking a long \i(‘W, ])ay to ])arl with 
gold now*. Wliy therefore should the ])(H)])le oi India be (le])ri\ed 
oi the rlgbl to exercise^ tbeir owm judgment in this matter and sell 
tlioii- gold? My critics would answer ‘‘ lict them do so, hut let 
the (xoverriment buy it and use this opportunity to build up rt^'^erves 
for starting a Eeserve ilank Eut to (bis tliore arc* clear amswers. 

Eirst, I\>r tin* fiovernnient as cnrrency authority to buy gold 
now that tbe cnrrency is divorced from gold would be a pure 
sj)eoulation . ” Secondly, ‘‘ The Government could not afford to ])ny 
and hold all the gold wdiich is being offered jiow, for it lias 
its own external obligations to meet.’’ Thirdly, “ If currency 
reserves are recpiired, and if we could afford now’ to accumnlate 
them, w’(* have already our ])ro])er proportion of gold. It is rather 
external secuirities that w^e need to comphde an ample margin of 
reserves.’’ Eourthly, “ We are indirectly ac(|uiring storliim* 
securities against the gold exports so far as the proceeds are not 
recpiired to meet the halanee of payments due on private account. 
So far as our financial position permits of it we shall use these 
securities to increase our currency reserves.” 

I come now to the last point in the critics’ arguments, — that 
we are doing something which no other Government in the world 
is doing in permitting the export of gold. On this point there is 
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exiraordinary ignorance or misconception. As a general proposi- 
tion, it is Irue to say that where the Government of any other 
country to-day lias prohildted Ihe export of gold, it has taken this 
action in ])ra(*iically all cases as a measure of exchange control. 
In England there is no sort of restriction on the export of gold. 
South Africa, Eranco, lielgiiini, Holland, and of coursi^ ihe Vnited 
Stales hav(' ahsoliitely no restriclions. Nor has even Australia at 
present. Two iin])ortant countries have restrictions — ranada and 
Ja])an. In hotli these (‘ases restrictions are features of exfdiange 
control— and forlimately we Lave no need to impose any conlrol 
over exchange operation^ in India to-day. I say lortiinalely, 
hocanse nothing is more damaging to commerce than that. 

We have gi\en this maiter onr most conslani and careful con- 
sideration e^er since last October, vhen the ])rocess began, and we 
ai'(‘ absoliiiely certain lhat in jiresmii (“ircimislances the liest 
interests of India are ])eing served by allowing free movemenl of 
gold to continue — that in fact (his movemiMil is ])roving that Tmiia's 
gold resources are an immense re^ei’M' ol slrinigih, the mndrrate 
employment of which is saving her peo])le at present from much 
‘suffering and jiicserving tin* balaine ol ])aymt*ii(s and the ut'dil 
of the (‘ountry a^ a whole in times uhen oilier eonntries, jiarti- 
cularly countries wliO'^e economic condiiioiis resemldo those of India, 
are soiely strained .... 

What are the signs at ])i'esent r* AVe aie frei* from ham])eiing 
m(aisu7‘(‘s ol exchange control : cxcliangi* is strong; onr credil lia^^ im- 
])rovod; we Jiave I’edueed our external ohligaiions and strengthened 
our reser\es, tliert^hy saving the tax])ayer interest charge>, and 
inqiroving the chances for raising fresh eapital when this is needed 
for the develo])mont of tlm country; the bank rate lias come down 
from 8 to 0 per cent, and as a lesult all who are engaged in 
trade and industry liave obtained great relief; while, as another 
result. Government securities are rising, a fact wliich in its turn 
is improving the position of all lianks and investors. If anyone 
tails to see benefit to the pulilic in all those signs he must be blind 
indeed. 

It has been necessary to cover a wide field in ibis speech. On 
a broad review I think we may feel satisfied with the position. 
We can face next year with a prospect of a fairly substantial 
surplus, while even though the current year is closing with a 
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nominal deficit^ if we take into account the provision which we ar(i 
making from revenue for reducing our debt, we can actually reckon 
on a surj)lus of leceipts over expenditure for the two years com- 
bined .... Even if the sales of gold may io some extei]! 
represent a forced realization of savings, yet as agaiii>i lliis tliere 
are indieallons tl)at tlie masses in India still have a considerable 
amount oi money available for inveslment .... '^riieii, 
again, eertain industries at least are in a lieallhy (‘onditioii. 1 
alluded in the course of tlu‘ last financial debates to the state of llo» 
cotton mill indusirv, whicdi 1 still tdaim to be tbe only bn-ge sta}>]e 
industry in any country in tli(‘ world wbieli is md only fnll\' 
emplo\ed, but ex])anding, to-day: and which increased its ])j-odu<'- 
tiou for lOdl by about 400 million yaids as c(un])ared with 1000, 
The sugar industry is also (‘X]>anding lapidly, aud aceoidiug* to oin 
] niormat ioii thirteen ini])oitant factoide'^ aie in course of eie(tH)U 
wdiile sev(ui more are being planned. 

Easily, on(‘ jnay ])oijtit to the easiiig of money rates, tlje re]>a\’- 
nifoit Without liorrowing (»t' drawing on our reser\t‘s (d‘ i'lb millions 
in January, and io 1 ]h‘ 1‘eccnt vt‘ry striking nuprovcumuit In 
tli(‘ juice of oiir ( ioN'ermiKUit s(‘cuiities ]>oih in India and iii 
Londoii .... This rise in (fovminneni sec urities d(>(‘s md oi 
course in itself iiidicaite a levival of trade. Hut such a inovemcmt 
is a natural ])relud(‘ to gomual ]eco\ei\, wliich must Jiave broua'ht 
about an enormous imjn-ovemeut in the jiosition of all the' ])anks and 
made tinuu stiongei- to give sui)j)oit to a r^vi^'al of tJ’ade when the 
conditions justirv such aedion. Ajiart from (dovtu’nmeiit securities 
th(ue has ])een a general lise in the prices of the leading investment 
stocks .... 

Hut A^hi^^ our budgetary ]>ositioii is sound .... tlu^ 
conditions in the Avorld are so disturbed that uo Eiuaiiee Minister 
(‘an ])ossibly present bis estimates as infallible .... T\"hat 
is teijuiied above all is a geii<»ral rise in prices, and an economif' 
revival throughout tlie world wliicli wdll lead to an imueased 
demand for our jnoducts. Oui* owui action alone cannot i:)rovide 
this. Tiiternational action is required .... 

T have dwelt on world conditions and said little about internal 
political conditions. Here tbe mere fact that cons! itutiojial changes 
are impending makes it all tlie more necessary that we sliould pre- 
serve tbe (ountrv^s financial foundations in a sound condition and 
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(.•onviuce the world that any future Indian Government will so 
maintain them .... 

In the picture which 1 have drawn I have tried to give a fair 
account both oi the conditions w^hich encourage hope and of the 
factors which call for caution . . . . We have in the past 

year ridden a storm wdiicli migJit well have wrecked us, hut we liave 
emerged from it stronger than before. We Jiave overhauled our 
expenditure and reduced this to a level wdiich should leave us a 
margin of revenue when any economic recovery begins, and at least 
substaniially ease the financial ])ioblenis at the start of the new 
constitution. Difficulties there are which still remain to be over- 
come, and tasks to be accomplished . . . . Jn the meanwhile, 

if we look round I h(i woild in the pjesent times ol difficulty, we may 
fau ly idaim that there is no eonnlry in the Avoj ld whose intiinsic 
financial position is soundcu*, or whose ultimate prospect, of econo- 
mic advance in the tiiture is more bright . 

We pj‘oj)ose to conclude this chapler with a brief revic'w of the 
1‘aihvay hmlgetary ])osition as disclosed by Sir Geoi'ge Itaiuy, the 
Commerce Member, wdien presenting the Railway budget for 
fld on the )J5th Fehriiary IbdLb The Commerce Mom])er said: — 

“ . . . . The anti(‘ipations we iormed a yeai’ ago as to the 

financial lesults of the working ol the railways in lb'>()-31 w’eie vei*y 
ncaily fulfilled. We expected that the loss on all the laiUvays, both 
commercial and strategic, would he Its. 5] croies, and that it would 
he necessaiy to wu'liidraw' neail\ ]!s. 11 crojes Irojii Ibe leserve in 
ordej* to ])ay the cojitiihut ion to general j(*\jniics. The actual 
Slim takeji iiom Ihc reserve* excc<Mh‘d Ihc estimate by only Its. G 
lakhs .... 

if my esiimatc ot the tinancial results of lt)oO-dl proved to be 
very near tlie mark, tlie case is fai* otherwise willi the ciirreni 
year. We budgeted for a beavy reduction of expenditure as a 
result of the economy measures which railway administrations had 
already started, and here our expectations have been more than 
fulfilled, lor our w^orking expenses are likely to l)e less by nearly 
Its. d (Tores than the budget figure. But this result, satisfactory in 
itself, is far more than counterbalanced by a substantial decline 
in our earnings. Tlie figures I shall give in order to explain the 
position are those for the comnniroial lines, for the loss on the 
strategic railways at Its. 2 crores is very close to our estimate, and 
it is uiine('essary to refer to them further. 



197 


When I presented the budget estimates for the current year 
to the House, I anticipated an improvement in the gross trathc* 
recei])ts of about Its. G crores. Of this sum, Its. 2 crores were ex- 
pected to accrue from minor alterations in rates and fares, and lor 
the rest it was assumed that the la tier part ot the year would show 
some improvement in trafiic .... Our liope tliat the cold 
weatlier of 1981-^^12 would he mark 'd by an upwaid teJidemy in 
trade and some relief of tlu' j)revailiiig eeonoinic' depression ha^ not 
been fulfilled .... Insiead of being about Rs. (> erore- 
liiglier tliaii the previous year, our ii-afiie reeei])is are lower by 
more than lbs. 8 eroies. llollt ^oods eariiingwS and j)assenger earn- 
ings have fallen ofi by about 83, ])er cent, and every class of trallic 
has been affected .... We placed the loial receipts at 
Rs. 101 crores and the total charges at nearly Rs. 98 (uores, lea\ing 
a sur])lus for the year of Rs. 8 (lores .... Actually, our 
total receipts are now estimaled at Rs. 86J ciotos and our total 
charges at Rs. 94 crores, so that instead of a sur])lus there is a deficit 
of Rs. 7J crores. This figure is raised to Rs, 9?, ercjies by the loss 
on the strategic railways, and it he(‘omes lu'cessary to exhaust the 
balance of the leserve fund, not in order to pay a contribution to 
the general revenues hut to meet a ])art of the deficit. The amount 
ill the reseiTe fund does not ex(‘e(*d Rs. b crores, and in older to 
halaru'c tlie accounts the only exjx'dient ojieii to us is a tem])orary 
loan of Rs. 41 crores from the dcprej|jfcition fund. In effect thi'^J 
means that after paying our old igatoiy interest charges, the balanct* 
lemaining falls short by this amount of the full allotment for 
dejireeiatioii. 

For the y(‘ar 1 982-8-1 we estimate that our total receipts will be Estimates 
Rs. 88',^ cror(*s and the total charges Rs. 94] crores. Tlie loss on 
the commercial lines is tlierefore Rs. bl cj’or(‘>, and to tliis must 
ho added the los^; on the stiati'gic railways of Rs. 2 crores, the total 
deficit for the year being Rs. 73, (Tores. As there is now no balance 
in the reserve fund, the whole of this sum lias to be made good 
by a temporary loan from the depreciation fund .... 

Our estimate of earnings is based on the assumption that the 
volume of traffic will be about the same as it has been during* 

1931-32 .... Our working expenses next year are ex])ected 

to he nearly Rs, 2 crores lower tlian in this year. Out of this sum 
Rs. crores is due to the emergemw cut in pay. The balance is 
not far short of Rs. 50 lakhs, but account must also he taken of ai< 
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automatic increase of Its. 25 laklis in tlie amount required for depre- 
ciation, and an increase in fuel cliarges by Its. 37 lakhs owing to 
the surcharge on coal freight. When allowance is made for both 
these factors, the reduction in working expenses, a])art from ilie 
( lit in pay, is laised to about Ks. 1 ci‘ore. If this result is achieved, 
the jiosition will not I fliink he unsatisfactory. It is to be le- 
niembered that by the end (d the (‘urrent yeai* 400 miles of new 
lin?s wull have been ojiened, and there is also an antomaHc increase 
in expenditure caused by I he annual increments earned by tlie 
stall .... But there is no intention that the economy cam- 
paign should be relaxed in the slightest degree. 

The programme of new^ works has heen ruthlessly pruned. Tin* 
total Slim provided is only Its. O'* cjores, of \ihich the major j)or- 
tion is debit able to the dejireciation fund, d'o (*ut down oui’ devidop- 
nient woik to this extent is only ])ossibh‘ hy limiting the sums 
allotted for new const ruction to Its. 1 cjore, wdiich will enable us 
\cry nearly to complete all the lines now’ under constrindion 
. By the end of next year the eajiital (‘Xjumdit iin^ to 
wliicJi (jo\ eminent stands committed wuTl be rediu'ed to a veiy low^ 
ligure . . . 

IhiA'ing thus review'ed the budgetary jiosltion Sir George Eaiiiy 
in tin' course of tbe rest of liis sjieecli made the following oliserva- 
tioii') on tbe subject of increase in freights and fares. 

“ t )n tbe revenue side we have endeavoured to alleviate our 
ditliciilt ies by making certain increases in lates and fares wlieie 
it ^t'ciiKMl likely that by tbi.s means additional inconu' could be 
obtained. Tbe iiiej-eases made have been mainly in eoniiectioii 
with eoaeliing traffic., including both passenger fares and parcel 
rates, but about six Aveeks ago a surcharge of lo ])ei* cent Avas im- 
j)o.>ed on coal freights ajiart from shipment and hunker coal, and 
this is hy far th? most important change in goods rates. I refer 
especially to this in(*rease, because I should liaA^e heen most unwil- 
ling to agree to it had tlie financial ])osition of the railways heen 
le^s serious than it is. I have long held the view that it is in the 
interests of the railways to keep coal freights at the lowest level 
commercially possible, because cheap coal is essential to industrial 
developmetit and industrial deA'clopment means increased traffic 
for the railways. But on this occasion circumstances left no alier- 
nniive. It could not be doubted that a higher charge, to tlie 
extent imposed, <couId in fad lie realized Avithout dimiiii-ihing fra flic. 
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and even with the addiiioii made our coal freights si ill remain 
at a very low level. 

In my budget speech last year I explained my view that no 
soluiion of oui’ difhciiliies Avas io he found in any general increase 
in the level of freights and fares, and all that lias occurred since 
then has strengthened the conA'iction udiich I then foi'ined. Condi- 
tions being A\hat- tlicA' are, and ihe root cause of' all our dlfliculties 
being ihe lack of puTcdiasing power of the community as a Avhole, 
any general irn^rease in fieigliis and fares would defeat its ov n 
object. Tiie subject AA'liieli has engaged my oaaii attention during 
the last year has been rather i lie converge (jiiesiion Avliellier e 
might noi. -,(M‘ur<^ incK'ased i‘(‘A'enue from a redind ion in fj-(U*ghts on 
certain eommodiiies OA\'ing b) the exjiansion in the A^olume of traffic 
which miglit follow. Hut T ba\c not yet Iieen able to satisfy my- 
self that a freight leduclion in any class of agriiuiltural jiroduce 
could be effecded uitlioui a substantial loss of earnings, and a^' 
things stand to-day such a loss <‘ould not be faced. Tin* r>ole 
experiment wo htiA’e made in Ibis direction, namely, the lediiction 
in tile vJieat. freight to Karachi, A^as not “vo suc(‘essful as to 
eiirourago us to uiidcrtakt* tuithci experiments of the same 
kind .... 

The (juestion of (‘otton freights r(M*ei\'ed special attention, and 
Iiad pi*ic(*s remained at tlie level whiidi they touched at the hegiii- 
ning of Sejitemher last, tliere was great reason to a])])reliend that 
the existing leA^el of freights <-ould not he maintained, since it Avas 
heeoniing- douhtful AvlietluM*, Avithout a. reduction, the cro]) Avould 
moA^e. The de[)aTture from the gold standard howeA^er in that 
month brought about an immediate rise in cotton prices, and this 
tend('ncy became subsequently still more accentuated owing to an 
unexpected shortage in the cotton cro]>, csjiecially in the Central 
Prosdnees and Herar. '\Tith j)ri(*es as they now stand, GoAornmeiit 
are satisfied that there is no danger that the cotton crop Avill not 
move, and no adequate grouTids luiAe been established for the 
i*educti(m in freight . . 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Health and Education. 

Public health and education are primarily the concern of pro- 
vincial Governments hut the Central Government still exercises 
certain residuary functions in conne(‘tion with thcwse subjects. As 
regards public health, these functions consist generally in dealing 
witli infectious diseases by preventing their intioduction from 
outside by land or sea, their sj)read from province to province with- 
in the country, or (lieir dissemination fiom India to otlier parts of 
the world. Tu education, the Government of India’s main respon- 
sibilities ]*elaie to areas wliidi are ( tuii rally administered (until it 
became a Governoj-'s province in April Ihe TV or! h-Wesi fron- 

tier Province was the most im])ortanl of these areas) and to Chiefs’ 
Colleges, ihe University of Dellii and Uu* denominational universi- 
ties of Henares and Aligai i. In tliis cha])tei* we shall deal solely 
with such aspects of ])ubli( health and education as are from their 
natuie matters ot “ all- India " (‘omeiji or are direcily controlled 
by the Government of India.^ 

Jlefore describing the ordinary j)ul>lic health administiat ion of 
the year mention must be mad(‘ oi retrenchment. The main lecom- 
mendations of the retrenchment ('omniittee were the abolition of the 
appointments of Director-General, Indian Medical Servi(‘e, and 
Public Health Commissioner with the Government of India, and 
the reduction of the grant in aid to the Indian Ilesearch fund 
Asso('iation . As legards the first r(^commendation the Government 
of India decoded after careful consideration that until a Geneial 
Medical Council for India is established and the form of the nev/ 
constitution is settled, these two important posts could not be 
abolished without jeo])ardisiiig vital Indian interests. It was 
however decided to reduc*e the grant to the Indian Kescarcdi fund 
Association for the year I9o2-‘i3 from Its. 7^ lakhs to Its. 1 ] laklis, 
a cut which though severe is uo( ex])ected io lead immediately to 
any serious curtailment of the Association’s activities as it has 
large accumulations upon whicdi to draw. In addition, exj)enditure 
on the All-India Institute of Hygiene and Public Health, construct- 
ed and e(]uip])ed little more than a year ago with the help of a 

* It must he understood that the statements made here on medieval 
matters are ])rovisiona1. Authoritative pronouncements on these suhjc‘cts are 
c'oniained only in the annual report of tlie Public Health Commissioner 
with tlie Government of India (the lntc*st of wliicdi, at the time of wjdtinp:, 
relates to the year 19(10), and associated publications. 
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generous donation from tlie Kockfeller Foundation of New York, 
lias for the present been limited to Ils. 2 lakhs. 

To deal now with the epidemic diseases, the cholera situation Epidemic 
in thru, apart from the lar^c seasonal increase in Bengal where ‘^*®®®*®** 
04,487 cases were registered as against r‘t4,o42 in the previous year, 
was generally less serious than in B)3(). About 250,000 cases were cholera* 
rc'crorded in the whole of India as com])ared with 807,000 in 1080, 
some 44 per cent of the total o(*cairring during* the third quarter of 
the year. During the year as a whole tlie incidence of Ihe disease 
increased a])prec*iably in ilie Madias and Bombay Presidencies but 
(I(‘clined elsewlnue, in Burma and the Pnitinl Provinces being only 
about half of that in 1980. In the first quarter of the year the 
disease was mainly coniined lo ihe Madras and Bengal Bresidencics 
where 50 jier cent- and 88 per cent respectively of the total re- 
])orted cases (40,580) were regisierod. In the Madras Presidency 
the incideiK'e rose ahru])ily at the end of 1980 and, reaching its 
climax towards the end of January, remained ahnormally high 
until March 1981 w'hen tlie e])ideniic began gradually to subside. 

Bengal also began to show signs of improvement at the same tiiiu^. 

As in 1980 the third quarter was the worst atTectod period of 1981, 
the incidence increasing in ihe United Thovinces, Bihar and Orissa, 
tlie C^entral Provinces, Bomliay and Hyderabad. The decline 
towards the (Jose of the y(»ar was marked in Bihar and Orissa, ihe 
United Provin(;es and Madras Presidency, whore the incidence Avas 
appreciably loAver than the quin(|iiennial average for 1920-80; 
hut the disease again increased in Bengal, 40 per cent of tlie iotal 
number of cases in the last quarier of the year being recorded in 
til at Presidency. 

Tlif‘ im])roveiii(Uii. in ihe Mimll-pox Mtuniion remaihed in pie- Smail- 
vious vexxrs continued during 1981. Totals of 88,000 cases and P®*- 
18, 000 (h'aihs wore registcied as coiujiared with 215,2()0 and 48,800 
respectively in 1980, and more than 80 per cent of th(\se occurred 
in the first half of the year, tlie imudence heiiig at iis highest in 
Man'll and April. The disease was a( its ivorst in l^ihar and 
Orissa and Bengal and elsewhere an as mild. 

During 1981 the iin'idem e of plague increased, recorded cases Plague, 
and deaths being 44,787 and 28,428 as compared wath 85,044 and 
23,825 respectively in 1980. Nearly 50 per ceiii of the total num- 
ber of cases oc-curred during the hist quarter of the year ; the United 
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Provinces suiiered most witli more than 30 per cent, and the inci- 
dence also rose in tJie Punjab, Pihai* and Orissa and the Oentral 
Provinces. A marked improAemeiii took place in the ^econd 
([uarter although the incidence \\as stiJl well above tliat oi' tlie 
corresponding 2)eriod ol the jueceding year. During tlie tliird 
quarter the disease was conspicuously absent frojii jiorthern India 
but the incidence curves rose in Pomliay Presidency, Mysoie Slate, 
Oentral Iboviiuies, Piirma and Madras, in tlie last qiiaiter more 
than one third of the total uncorded cast's occurred in the Oeiitral 
Provinces alone. 

The position with regard to kala-azai has been desciibed in 
previous reports. Tiit‘ Kala-azar (k)]ninission cojitinucd its treat- 
ment canqiaign in Assam during tlit‘ yeai* and is still unable to 
report complete proot that (u </cn( i fus the transmitting agent 

cd' the j)arasite 

The report ol the Indian Poum il of the Pritisli Mm])ire Leprosy 
Peli(‘t Association lor tlu‘ yeai lb‘>l shows that steady juogiess is 
being made in the canqiaign agaiii'^t l(‘pr(»sy. Jt i^ Kovever 
necessarily slou and uphill woik and Jt may take many \cais to 
eti'ect a substantial reduction in the inci(U‘nc(‘ ol the llisea'^e. Tlie 
work is nut assisted by the t(‘tidenc\ oi maii\ siilVereis t(» conceal 
their malady, ila]>])ily ho\Ne\ej' there has heeui defitiitt' imjuove- 
meiil in this respect, as is shown ]»\ tlie huge increase in tin* mnn- 
her oi lepers revealed by the 1931 census as comjiared with that a 
decade heiore; and the figure's j (‘suiting J'rom the Association’s 
survey in the Madras Jbe'sieh'ncy sugge'st that (*ven the Ib-Jl census 
ligure's fall short ed the reality. This im'iease in the number of 
known lejx'is suggests that the' ditferent Jiian i lestations ot the 
disease are now^ be'tter understood and that pre'judice and ignorance 
are slowly being defeated. On the other hand the pioblem has 
assume'd tar gieater dimen>i()ns than Avhen the Association first 
began its work. A e\ eit lie'less jirogress has been made in various 
directions. Not only has a larger nuinbe'r ot lepjous jiatients 
attended the clinics, Imt these have slioAvn a more siislaiiied interest 
in the treatment with the result that it has been ])ossible to recurd 
a larger number of “ e‘ures ’’ or “ symjitom free cases ’L Special 
leprosy officers have been apjiointed in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, 
Madras, the Puiijah, the United Provinces and the AVestern India 
States. The niimher of treatment centres has increased in many 
jirovinees notably in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and Aladras. 
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l^ropagaii Ja worJv lias bfieii done at big- fairs. Many doctors have 
been trained locally and medical students have been given special 
courses ot lectures in tlie latest methods of diagnosing* and treating 
leprosy. Intensive local surveys have been made in llengal, Bihar 
and Uri>sa, the Central riovinces, Mysoie, Madras^ the Biinjab 
and the L’nited Ih'ovinces and these have revealed many iresh and 
iniere^^illg data. During the year under repoit work was hampered 
to some (‘xteiit by tlui jirevailing financial stringency, lor the 
assistance previously rendered by many local bodies was curiaib-d 
and in >ome cases \\ ithdrawii altog(;tlier. Fortunately however the 
Association is maint aiiuMl by an endowment fund which in the 
year under report yielded Its. 1,22,000, of whicli Bs. 27,000 vas 
speui on le^eaj’cli, 21,()0t) on sur^ey operations and Its. (j,()00 
on propjganda material. In addition 81 doctor's wer(» trained in 
the s])(‘cial treatment of leprosy. 

We pro [rose now to it* view the field ol medh-al resf‘arch. The 
Indian Be^earch J^hind Association received the usual contribution 
ol Bs. TV lakhs from the (joveinment but owing lo llie need foi 
economy the Association bad lo abandon ])art ot its a])|)ioved pro- 
gramme of work. Nevertheless, during the year undm* review the 
Asso(‘ialion liiiauced 57 i‘n(|uiries into ^arious diseases at an esti- 
mated cost of Ks. SV laUis. The^e investigations coveied a wide 
field and included various juolibmi^ associated with malaria, plague, 
clioleia, anii-rahic vaceiMe^, kala-azar*, Iepro^y, helminthological 
and nutritional diseases, lire u^e of bacterio])hag(»s in »lvsent(M*y and 
cholera, mateinal mortalitv , inorbidily in cbild birth, sprue and 
the anaunla^ of pregnancy. In addition i(\searches were undertaken 
into the causation of bidal and maternal dystocia, the value of 
certain indigenous dr'ugs, the causes and effects ot drug addiclion, 
skin diseases, diabetes, tlu* blood changes occurring in certain 
tropical diseases, spirocluetosis iraiisiiiission, the histology of the 
spleen and hone mariow, tilaiiasis, ost<Mnalacia and tire secretion 
and ('onrpo'^ition of gastric juice in Indians. An anthropological 
iiKpiiiy to determine age for* irredi('()-legal ])iirposes Avas also under- 
taken. Malarial enc][uiries whicli are for* the most part conducted 
by the !^^aIaria vSurv^ey of India at Kasaiili Avere supplemented by 
iride])eiulent researelies at the School of Tropical Medicine and 
Hygiene, Calcutta. 

In addition to its eoiitributions towards the cost ot two pro- 
fessorships at the Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine and 
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Hygiene and the salary of the director of leprosy inquiries, the 
Associalion also made a grant of lls. 15,000 to the Assam Medical 
Kesearc'h Society wliicli is iiivesligating the malaria problems of 
that piovince. 

The ninth meeting of the Conference of Medical Research 
Workers was held in Calcutia in Rec.emher 10111. As has been 
explained in ])revious reporis this (bnlercnce meets in order to 
discuss the geneial policy of medical research in India, including 
the possibilities of new iiivestigal ions, and Uk' views expressed at 
the (k)nferem'e are iaken into consideration by the Scientific Advi- 
sory Board when determining the ])rogrannm‘ of work for the 
ensuing year. The Scientific Advisory Hoard met, as usual after 
the (k)nfeience and foimulated pj-o]>osals for but owing to 

anticipations ot a substantial leduction in tlie ( jo\ eijimeiit of 
India’s contrihutioii ioj- the year iOrlL^-ud their jirogiainiiie had 
later to be revised. Tin* (juestion ol th(‘ iorniation of a cholera 
commission imuitioned in our last itqxut was carefully considered 
by the S(‘ientific Advi'^oiv Boaid and tli(‘ (jJov«‘rning Hody in 
vSeptember, and it, was decided in view ol tin* financial situation 
not to procecxl with lh(‘ piojixd. The hactei iologist wdiose services 
had been sought in tluit connection was however a])pointed and is 
proceeding with indejiendent leseaichi'N at the All- India Institute 
of Ilygiene and Ibiblic Health. 

TJie consti act ion ot a Central Medical Research Institute has 
similarly been ])osl})oned pending iin])roveni(*iit in tin* iinancial 
position. This decision involviul the ininuMliate lepair and impiove- 
ment of the existing Central Research Institute at Kasauli and the 
Association lias alloculod a sum ol Us. ‘^,.1 1,0011 for the jiuipose, 
the money to be rejilized by tlie sale of seciirit i(‘s. 

The controversy arising from the decision of tiie Uenoral Medical 
Council of Great ]lritain to wdlhdraw" its recognition of Indian 
University meilical degrees, leading e\(‘ntually to a jiroposal to 
establish an All- India Medical (Viuncil, lias been deserilied in 
previous rejiorts. A bill implementing this pro])()sal was circulated 
ill August 1031 mid intioduced in the JiCgislative Assembly at the 
close of the year under report. 

Haj Pil» Durinp the rear tlie Government of India in (;onsultalion with 

gmag9§. the Standing Committee on Pilgrimage to the Hejaz practically 
concluded their examination of the recommendations of the Haj 
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Inquiry Committee. As a result of the decisions reached ilneo 
bills were introduced in the Lcj^islative AssoTnldy in March 
The first of tliese bills is dosio-ned to amend the Indian Merchant 
Shippinp; Act 192^) so as to prevent persons proceeding on the pil- 
grimage wilhout the means ol returning to lludr homes; to prohibit 
the insanitaiy and dangerous practice of allowing pilgrims to cook 
their own food during the A^oyage and to com})el the c^upplv of 
cooked food by the shipping compajiy; and to make immunizalion 
against (dioloia. and sTnalI-])ox compulsory on ])ilgrims ])rior to their 
de])art.ur(' from India. 9die s(‘cond bill proA'ides for ^he esiablish- 
ment f»f Jk)rt JJaj commiih*(‘s iii (h(‘ ])rinci])al ])Oids of ])ilgrim 
tic flic to assist ])ilgrims proceeding to oi- reiurning from the Hejaz. 

The tliird hill has tor i<.> ohjeci the regnlalioii ot th(» aclivitie*> of 
pei-sons in llrilisli India uho offer lo assist Muslim pilgrims to the 
Tlejaz. Otlun* im]>oitant incidents ot the year in connection with 
tliese ])ilg]'images went' th(‘ joeparation and itee distrihution (d a 
(luide loi‘ Ibigrims to the Hejaz ’ in Jhiglisli and IT’dn: tlie 
reduction of ilu' amount to he d('po>ited liy jiilgiims to defray the 
cost of the inn aid jiassage fiom dedda; and flie continuance during 
the jiilgriin si'ason of 19‘ll-‘)2 ot leduccMl deck iarc's, originally 
announced tor the I9h0-dl season only. 

The nunih(M‘ oi Indians undertaking the annual ])ilgrimage to 
the Hejaz has been steadily falling for some year>. In 19dl Iho'-e 
wlio travellf'd by s(^a nnmht‘r(*d 7,2Tt> as com]>ai'ed with ]1,0(»1 in 
19-)0 and 2t»,4fhi in J927- Hn tiu' comdn^ion of tin* jiiJgrimagi* of 
19f)l tin* (Jovernnnmt ol India sanctioin*d the re]nitria{jon at a cost 
of about Hs. 14,240 of ‘ilS (](*stitme pilg-rims stranded at dedda. 

We may now eonsidi*!' tiie problems that arise in this country The drags 
from the ahusi* oi intoxicating drugs. The opium policy has heeii P*’®hlems, 
drscrilK^d in some detail in ]»re\ ions reports. As regards the export 
of oj)iiiin tin* (io^ernment ot IndiaV jicdiey is goveined hy intf'inn- 
tional agieements hut has a< tna]ly gone consid(*ral)ly further than 
these* r(*(]uire. During tin* 12 \ eai>, ending with the year 1941-4)2 
the area under po])py cultivation has been reduced hy 75*4 ]>er cent 
and is now almost (‘onfined to the Hnited ITovinces AvTiere the area 
cAiltival(‘d in Jf)41 was 40,547 aej-e's. DcAelopments in internal 
policy have consisted in the enactment by provincial Governments 
of legislation designed to sii])press or limit the actual Miioking of 
the drug, which constitutes a prohVm quite distinct from its use hy 
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oaiiiio* as an indiilgenoo and more particularly as a quasi-medical 
preventive of malaria. 

To deal now with the events of the year under report, the 
Dangerous Drugs Act came into force just before the year opened. 
The act regulates the jmoduction and manufacture oi opiiun for 
export and internal production and the distribiition and snj>])ly of 
])repared opium, coca leaves and manufactured drugs ; and also 
contains a clause giving local (xovernments certain control over 
illicit transactions in dangerous drugs, especially in regard to 
ti atfickers Jiaving llieir headquarters in hut o])ei‘atiiig outside British 
India. ()])ium ])rodiiction in tin* Indian States is naturally a com- 
])licnting factor. During th(‘ year under repoit the Gon eininent 
of India decided lo ])urcl)ase all old sb)cks of o])iuni in tin* various 
Slates, and t(j jegulate and if possible reduce poppy cultivation in 
I he States by ari anging lor ihe su])])]y ol crude oj)ium to tin* Gov- 
einmenl on a (juoiti sysieni on tin* understanding that these quotas 
will not be reduced except pdri pdssii tvitli the dimijiution ot pro- 
duction 111 British India. 

As i‘(‘gards ()])iuni snioking, in Biirnia where* only registered 
smokers may possess ]>re})ared o])ium, the Government liave appoint- 
ed a coniTiiittee to examine opium policy in the light oi the recom- 
mendations of the League of IVations (k)mniission of Ihujuiiy into 
oj)iiim smoking in the Far East and are considering whether it is 
not possible further to regulate the habit- by licensing approA^ed 
smoking saloons. In Bengal legislation was 2)assed during the year 
]>enalising tlui smoking of 02)inm l)y persons other than registered 
smokeis. in tlie (hniral Provinces cqjinm smedving has been totally 
2)i*ohil)ited with effect from fTiiiie lf)‘rj. The Governm(‘nt'- ot Mad- 
ias, Bombay and the United Provinces are also contemplating 
legislation to 2 >i'o 1 iibit opium smoking. In ]\ ()V(*inl)(‘i ot the year 
under report an international confeieiice Avas h(‘ld al liiinghok to 
consider the recommendations of ihe J.eague of Aalions (.’ommissioii 
of Ihiquiry into opium smoking in the Ear East, at which the Gov- 
ernment ot India were rejiresented. The ratification of the decisions 
finally reached by tlie conference is under consideration by the 
Government of India in consultation Avitli the Government of 
Jkinna. ISktgotiations Avere in iirogress during the year with 
Indian States with the object of concluding extradition treaties in 
respect of jiersons connected Avith illicit traffic* in dangerous drugs. 
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Extradition treaties wiili foreign goveriinienis are also under eoti-- 
sideratioii. 

The (loverjinient of India maintained their interest in interna- Intcma-' 
tional eo-o])era1ion in inedieal matiers and were repiesented at tlu» o^j^iion 
17th session of ilie JTeali]i (hminiiltee of the League of Nations in medi- 
lleallh Organization held in (jeneva in May 1931 and at the session 
of tile Office International Hyf/ienc Puhliqiie held in Paris i», 

May 19.“)1. In addition a iepres(*iHativc of the Government oi 
India ivas ])resent as a visitor at the 4Lhid Congress and Exhibi1if»u 
of the Loyal Saniiary insiiiii<(‘, London, held a1 Glasgow in July 
19.')1, and at the fiflh lin])ei“ial Social Hygiene Congress held in 
Lend . (11 in J uly 1931. 


l\vo ini])or1ant medi('al niaiiius mentioned in our last ]ep(n'j 
wei*(‘ und(‘r examination during th(‘ yeai- in consultation with local 
Governments, 'jdiese were the re])ort of th(‘ Drugs Eiujuiry Coin- 
niittee and the (jue^tifui of amending the Indian Medical Degree^ 

Act so as more effect i\ely to prevent the use hy umpialitied peisons 
of titles ini])lying the jiossevsion of I'ecognized medieval qualifiia- 
tions. 

Before leaving the subject of health we must refer to Hie im- Women’s 
])ortant activities on Ixdialf of the healtli and material wedfare oj 
women and (diildieii in India. Tln‘ Women's Medical Service 
sutfereil to some extent in its training activities during tlie year 
from the need for retrenchment. The growth of confidmice in th(‘ 

Service and of the jiopularity of its hospitals is shown by the 
iiK'ic'ase in the number of in-patients treated; in 1931 it reached 
41,380 as com])ared with 29,021 in 1923. This realization of tlit‘ 
benefits of tieatment in hospitaL staffed by women has been to some 
extent assisted by improved communications. A joui’iiey oi 30 
miles or so to a heachjuartei s station in a motor Ims is much le^s 
of an undertaking than in the days when it could only be performed 
by bullock cart ; recently ])utda]i wennen journeyed to the Zenana 
Hospital at Leshawar from as far away as Kabul. The largest 
institution maintained by the Seiwice i'^ the Lady liardinge Medical 
College and Hospital at Delhi. Following an investigation into 
the finances of the institution the Government of India are con- 


sidering in consultation with local Governments a proposal to levy 
a per capita charge in respect of students trained at the instance of 
a local Government or an Indian State. An arrangement on these 
lines should materially assist the financ.es of the college. 
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The year 1931 saw a definite advance towards the co-ordination 
of voluntary healtli and welfare work in India and an expansion of 
the activities of the Indian lied Cross Society. In January the 
Society was amalgamated with the J^ady Chelmsford All-India 
League for Maternity and Child Welfare and the Victoria Memo- 
rial Scholarsliips Fund, and soon afterwards the Maternity and 
Child Welfare Bureau was opened. Later in the year this Ihireau 
took over ilie administration of the Army Child Welfare Fund 
from the Lady Birdwood Army Welfare ('Ommiitee. Simiil- 
tane()usj\ with file meafion of the Jlureau a Junioi* Rod (h’oss Sec- 
t,io7i was inaugurated. During the year also the King (xcorge 
Thanksgiving (Aid i-tul)ei‘(*ulosis) Fund, which had been handed 
ov(U‘ to the Society at the end of began operations on an 

all-India basis. In the Red Cross liead(|uarters at New Delhi are 
now housed the Imliau (Councils of tin' St. dolin Ambulam'e Asso- 
ciation and of th(‘ Briti'^h Km|>ir(‘ Le])i()sy Keliei Association (to 
both of Avhicli th(‘ Sociidy lends the us(‘ of its sei'retariat), the 
Countess of Duiferin’s bund, the IWimen’s Medical Service and the 
Lady ^linlo's Indian Nursing Association. 

At the end of 1931, the Indian Red Cross Society had twenty 
pi'ovincial and State branch(‘s and 144 district and suli-divisional 
bramdies (of which 21 were o])en('d during* the year) wdth a total 
of 10,032 senior and 152,734 junior mcmliors. Sjiecial efforts were 
made during the year to develop maternity and child welfare Avork 
and to encourage the formation of new^ Junior Red Cross groups in 
schools. Increased attention was also ])aid to health education in 
rural areas and travelling propaganda units, some of them equipped 
with a cinema, were at work in several areas. The supply depot 
maintained by the Society at Lahore issued a variety of Red Cross 
comforts, as maii}^ as 929 insiitutitms receiving gifts, and distri- 
buted Red CroSvS and health propaganda material to the value of 
Rs. 12,434. Contributions Avere made for the lelief of those who 
sufTered from the eartlujiiake disasters in New Zealand and Balu- 
chistan, the CuAvnpore riots and the floods in Bengal, and for the 
8U])ply of comforts to troops and police on active duty in tlie 
Burma, rebellion. A considerable jinrtion of the Society’s income 
is being spent on assistance to hospitals, particularly in supplying 
nurses. The Bengal branch alone spent over Rs. 15,000 on nurses^ 
salaries during 1931. Many of the Society’s activities are however 
still confined to toAvns and it is difficnlt to obtain wmrkers for rural 
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areas. More Tiidian ladies are now eoining’ forward to sit on R(‘d 
Cross Committees and a lar^e part of Ihe Society\s income is being 
spoilt on work for women and girls. 

Tbe Junior Red Cross f o wliicli reference lias lieen made above The Junior 
is file children’s branch of fhe Red Cross and is organized within 
schools. Ifs aims briefly slated are fhe promotion of healfh, service 
to fhe sick and siifiering, and infernational friendliness. In India 
emphasis lias been laid on health activities which imdnde bedh 
personal and commnnify hyg'iene. The Summer Scliool foi* Red 
Cioss Avorkers held in dime wa^^ (‘xcliisively dc'voled fo a sfiidy of 
Junior Red Cross aims and nudliods; and fhe moA’ement has been 
accv pled liy ediu‘afion and healtli anlhoriti(‘s as an imporfanf faefor 
in hivilfh edneafion in all grades of .schools. Individnally each 
child is enconraged fo obseixe cerfaiii definife healih rules, while 
collectively fhey recidve instiaicf ion in Inuilfh jirojiaganda sclienies 
and fhe prevention of disease. Ry fhe end of 19dl, Rombay, fhe 
Cenfral Jh'ovinces, Didhi, fhe Punjab, Raj])ufana. Sind, the 
United Provinces and the Wesferii India Sfafes had oraanized a 
total of 2,9()2 dunior Red Cross groups, fhe membersliip of which 
consisted of 2,r)‘]9 girls and 1 00,195 boys. 

The Si. dohn Ambulance Asso(‘iation wifh ifs sisfer organiza- St. John Am- 
tion, the St. John Ambulance Jlrigade Overvseas — liolh of which cU^nf^***** 
woik in close co-operation wifh fhe Indian Red Cross Society — held 
during fhe year under report a total of 1,075 courses of insfruefion 
in first aid, iiome nursing, home hygiene and sanifation ; 21,053 
persons received f raining, 1*1,185 of fhem securing fhe Association’s 
awards. In addition 4,035 school studenfs Avere instiucfed in fhe 
elemenfary [ueparatory c-our.se called “ The Mackenzie School 
Course in Fiivsf. Aid, Hygiene and Sanitation Classes Avere 
organized among railAvaymen, miners, soldiers, fhe ])olice, in all 
type's of educational instituf ions, in indusfrial esfablishmenfs and 
in prisons. The total number of jiensons who have received the 
Association’s certificates up fo the end of 1931 is more fhan 200,000. 

The St. John Ambulance Biigade consisted at the end of the year 
of 48 ambulance and 12 nursing divisions including 2 cadet divi- 
sions in each cafegory, Avifh a fofal membership of 1,480 men and 
287 Avomen. 

Finally, mention must be made of the Boy Scout and Girl 
Guide movements, which have shown a remarkable and gratifying 
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fli'volopinent in India during* tlie last decade or so. The total 
slrengtli of tlie Jloy Scouts organization in India at the end of 1931 
was 178,633, an increase of 12,061 over the figures of the 
previous year. The inovonient lias spiead not f)nly in different 
j)]ovinces hut also in many Indian States, amongst which Mysore 
stands foremost with a meniheiship of 7,616, Kashmir coming next 
with 4,746; in all there are 28 State associations in India. The 
movenient continued to receive sup[)ort from all provincial and 
State (TOvej“nn)cnts. From the (Vxdiin Slate, with 1,423 Iloy Scouts, 
t]i(‘ lo( a.I association r(M*ei\(‘s a grant of Its. 5,(100 per annum. Tht^ 
llomhay and Ihinjah Governments suhsidiz(' their local associations 
to the extent of Its. 20,000, the Tlengal Association receives from 
the local Government Its. 10,000 and tin' Government of the United 
Ihovinees eonlrihnto Its. 12.000 to eacli of tln^ ]hid(m-lV)well and 
tln‘ S(‘\a, Samiti Hoy Scout As> 0 ( iations. (^)m' of tlie })rineij)al 
JtSituJes of the year was the attention given to tlie training of 
(4!lc(‘is and the ta(*iliii(‘s afforded for this ])ur])ON('. Tin* Puiijah 
has an exeelluii tiaining ground Avith a pavilion; iVIadias has 
(->ta])lished a training (*('jjtre at (Vjonor)!* iji Hie Ailgiii district, 
where the association Avas ahle to secana' sevi'ii acri's f)[' ground 
fiom the GoAU'rnment. Stress has also been laid on the extension 
ol the movc'ment into the villagi's and Boy Scouts in several pro- 
A'iaces are taking Jiii active ])ai't in i iiial rei'oiiNl l uet Ion WTirk. 
There has been a demand for literal uro in the A^ernacular and most 
ot tlie jiroviiici's have not only traiislati'd the oflieial linndhook into 
the vejiiaculars but als{) have ihemsehu's ])]'oduced hooks heating 
(»n tlie subject. Another event of importance during tlie year Avas 
the (‘stahlishmeiit, of a general lieadipiarters oftieo for India Avith 
lh(* ohj(M*t of (*o-ojdlTiat ing ac'tiAuties in tin; Aarious provinces and 
Suites. 

We must, now briefly deseiihe such notewortliy events as occur- 
red dining the year in connection Avitli tin* educational institutions 
for Avhicli the Government of India .assumes some degree of res- 
])Oiisil)ility. The numher of students at the Benares llindii Univer- 
sity increased apprecialdy, the total numher on the rolls at the end 
of the year under revieAv being 2,993 (of Avhoni 80 Avere lady 
students) as comjiared Avith 2,419 in the previous year. The 
University received during the year donations of more than Bs. 3 
lakhs, including Rs. It lakhs from His Highness the Maharajah of 
Travaiicore and Rs. 1 lakh from His Highness the Maharajah of 
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Jodlipur, the latter <»ifl being for tlie upkeep ot the departmeJii o1 
agricultural botany. The construction of tlie new library build- 
ing, made possible by a donation of Its. 2 lakhs from His Highness 
tlie (fuekwaj- of Ihiroda, was (completed an<i the libijuy moved lu 
its lieu ijiiarlei's; neaily t>,000 books were added to the library 
during the \ear. On the aeademii- side important events were the 
ojuming oi an jM.So. t lass in agrieiiltnial botany and the institution 
f)f diploma couises in soap manufacture, metal enamelling and 
])otiery and ]>orcelain. ddie University Tiaining Corps Avhicdi con- 
sists ot three ])latoons and disj>Jays giaait keenness won the eftieiimey 
cup lor the fifth time in succession at tin' annual camp ot the 
paicnt battalion at Uoorkee. 

At the Aligarh Muslim Cniveisilv the year was noiahle toi the 
eom[)letien (d' (hn'liic lighting inst.i 1 lat iojis throughout the entire 
University area and for the construction of new and up to datt‘ 
lahoialoiies for cliemistry, physics, zoology and botany. The 
UniversitN r(‘ceiv(‘d several libeial donations during the year, the 
most interesting of Aviiich uas tlie e''tab1ishment tiF ten Sunni theolo- 
gical scliolai shi[)s each of Hs. bO a month. ( )n the a(*ademic side 
the o])ening ot tlie now sciemt' laboratories has made possibh‘ a 
definite beginning in reseandi work; ibe Ph.D. degree has lieeii 
intiodined and fresh regulations created for the award of senior 
doctorate degrees siieb as D.Sc. The Aligarh Muslim TJniversitx 
(Anituidmeiit) Act, lOdI uas also passed during tltt^ year under 
repoj’t. Ify the piovisioiis ot the main a('t ot lb2() iiniveisity 
instiuction was coiifineil to post-intermediati* students but the uni- 
versity maintaiin'd an Intermediate (Vdlege, consisting of two bigli 
school classes and luo intermediate classes, for the jiuipose oi 
prepaiing students for adiiiisston to its degie(‘ coui’ses. The object 
of the amending act was to transfer the intermediate ehisses to tln‘ 
University so that intermediate education should form an integral 
])art of university instruction. The act was brought into for(‘e in 
(Ictober 19d2. 

Tb(‘ total number of student at the Delhi Univei-sitv increased Delhi 
from 1,(»90 during tlie pievious \('ar to during the year under 

report. The rrniversily like other institutions suftered from re- 
trenchment and severe economy was necessary to balance its budget. 

Just after the close ot the yeai' a ]»ortion of the old Viceregal Ijodge 
estate was allotted to the University as a temporary measure for 
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1]ie iiso of tlie law taciilly and will provide accomJiiodation for 
Severn 1 lecture rooius, an assembly ball and a section of the law 
librajy, as well as a suitable area for recreation. 

The only item of note so far as the centrally administered areas 
ai'c concerned was ilie examination by the Government of India 
(d lbe rejiorl of tlie comnn’1l(‘e on ])riniary education. It was unfor- 
iiniaiely found imjiossible in lbe prevailing financial slrino’ency 
1o adopt Ibosc it'cmmnendalions involvino’ exjienditure, but they 
me to 1)0 kepi in \ i(‘W as ])o.s.si])le lines of improvomeni when 
Hnaiic(‘s im])rovc; \\bil(‘ oilier jiroposals sucli as iliose ainiinp^ at 
I eoi e-aiiization not. involvinn" additional expend itui e will as far as 
]oaetiea])le b(‘ ado])t(*d alter evaniinat ion by ilie local adniiiustra- 
1 mils eoiicerned. 



CHAPTER VIII. 


The Scientific Surveys. 

We propose to conclude our re])ori will) s(uiic accouiil of wlmt 
ore known as Uic tiv(‘ surveys t)f India — ar(duieolopieal , 1opog*rapLi- 
ca.l, ^eolo^ical, l)otanical and zooloo*i«*al . Tlie ac tiAiiies oi eadi of 
these de])arl nicnls weiv' consi<leral)Iy if'shiel ed during' t[|o \'ear 
und(u review hy itdnuif hinenl of hftth funds and ])ersonncl. 

J^ei rencdnnfuit iii Uie A rchaeojog ieal J)e])ari nieiit ])rouglif to a 
slundsiill ilie iin]>or(an{. e\pI(iration> of 11 m‘ Ja^t four or fi\e vears 
OI’ ilu^ ])re-liist orie sites at Alcdien jodaro and IJarajipa and ai oilier 
places of later liisioiical interest ; lull it is lioped that wlieii finanei's 
ini})i()ve it will he ])ossihI<* to l•(*snnle the \\ork. 

The niosi. noteworlhy ev(‘ni (d the year Avas ihe iinal publication 
of t]»e till ee-volunu; inon()gi-a])h on ** Arohen jodai o and the Indus 
Ci vilizati(jn ’ edited liv Sir fTolin Marshall and publwhiMj h\' Me'^srs. 
Trohsthain A (’oy. in a nio-^t aitraetiv(‘ form. lls compilation was 
a^si^ted by a numlau- ot ex^ierts not belonging* to the de])artmeni 
who w ei e called in because oi the great varidt of teebnical <ubj(‘e1s 
with which the A\'ork dinils. Idie book lias betui w'ell review’ed and 
thos«‘ w lio liave not the time to study it as a tvhoJe will do wadi to 
r('a<l lh(' iiist .lf‘J ])ag(\s of tlie lirst vtdume in wdiicli Sir dohn 
.Marshall sums U]) th{‘ results oi liis prolonged study of the materials 
as they luiNt' come to light 1 1 oni \ear to \ ear. Idiese ])ag(‘> ''.u])j)ly 
a vivid and eoin])rehei]si ve pieiuie of the lile ot the ])i*op]e aaIio 
inhabited the Indus valb*y in the tourth and third milbumia H.(\, 
tludr culture and ia(‘ial charactiu*, their arts and loligiim, their 
Ibod, animals and ])ersonal ojiiaments, their weapons, implejnents 
and toys, their use of (‘ottoii lor textiles in a jieiiod when it was 
unknown elsewhcue, tlieir comforlahle dw^cllings and system of 
diainage. Ainoiig the jnany revelations ”, Avrit(\s Sii* John, 
that Midienjodaro and Ilarappa have had in stori' for us, none 
]»erhaps is more jemarkahle than this discovery that Saivism has a 
InStory going hack to the ( diaholitliic .Vge or ]>erliaps even fuither 
still, and tiiat it tlius takes its ])laee as t lie most ancient living 
ic.ith in th(‘ world 

.V siipphumm ta rv Aulume on tht* excavations carried out at 
JMoheii jod.iro froiii onw ai ds and a similar monograph on the 
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o.\cuvatioiis at Harappu are aaw under preiJaraiioii. Many prob- 
lems still await elueidation, ot wbieli Ike most important is the 
(lecipkermeut ol tki* main semi-])ielo‘^*iaj>kie .seals iouiid at boik 
liiese sites, but eomsiderable progress lias already been made. 
^\mong the (oiielusions so laj- jeaeiied [)y Ib'oiessor Jiaiigdon aie ike 
lollowing; tkal Ike Indus sdijit is closely conneeied with Ike 
arc'kaic Sumei ian script; ikat the eaiiy liiaiimi ol the lluddbist 
period is, as was many years ago suggested by Ueiieiai Sir Alexamler 
C'unningliam, derived i'rom Ike Indus vseript ; tkal ike Aryans must 
have eslai/lisked [iitimale contact witk ike lounders ol tke Indus 
(‘uhure and tkal conseipiently ikey musL kave aij ived in India mucli 
earlier Ikan liistoiy admits; and tkal the tkeories oi ibililm ami 
otker epigra])kisis regarding tke origin ol tke Braiimi scj i]>t Iroin 
Semitic writing are no longer tenable. Until a lew \ears ago tlii^ 
counlry was tkougkl to be witliout antiquities ol an earlier date 
than the rise ol Itiiddkism. TIianLs to recent reseaiclies in the 
Indus valley, “ India must keneelortk be recognized, along wuh 
Persia, Mesojiotamia ami J'lgypt, as one ol ike most impoitani area^ 
wkere Ike (dvilizing ]>rocesses ol society A\ere initiated and 
developed 

Evidence oi intimate (oinnieieial mteicouise bel\\eeii tke Indus 
valley and Mesojiotauiia and Klam lias been bi’ougkt to ligkl at 
Ur and Kisb and includes a number oi Indus valiev seals, two ot 
wkieli were touiid in : one at Ivisk and another, a I'ylinder 

seal, in Iiaq. ()b)eet'> oi ^iesopolaniian man ulacture are also 
beginning to lx; tound in the Indus vallex . During ike year under 
review a Iragment ol a grey steatite ^ase was discovm’inl, beaiing 
a basket jialtern, and jesenibled t\\(^ vases ioiind at Uluiu. 

At Taxila lin t her progiess was made witk tluj clearance id' tJie 
great monastery attacked to ike Dkai inarajika stupa ((Jkir Tope) 
and revealed tkree distinct, strata oJ successive occupations, tke 
earliest being placed in tke did century A.l). and tke latest iu the 
dtk centuiT wkeii the building was destroyed by the MUiite Huns. 
Tke kumaii skeletons and tke seven late Kiiskaiio-Sassanian coins 
of gold alloy discovered on tke east side of the nionasteiy in tke 
preceding* season belonged to the last epoch. Besides tke tkree city 
sites known as Bkir Mound, Siikap and Sirsukk, Sir John 
Mai slialTs researches have brought to light many detached Buddhist 
settlements among tke kills ut tke Hutkial and otker ranges wkielt 
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Miiroiiixl ih--* cily of Taxila. Auollier sp])ainio Biuldbisi sottleiiioiit 
lia^ Jiow ]»oni laid bare at Kalawan, on a low hill forming part of 
llio main Mai^y’ala spur, at a distanee of about two miles south-east 
oF ih'^ Dliarmara, jika sinpa ; the relics discovered show that it 
})tdonged io the flrsi. ihiee ('enliiries of ihe (yhristiaii eia. Of the 
s(‘ATn grouj)s of buildings brought to light Ihc mosi interesting are 
a siupa-coint (‘onpii'ising i,wo larg(' -lii])as, lhref‘ 1('m]>h*s and two 
shrines. One of Ihe iemples has an ociagonal apse and a square 
ani<*chamber or uifinrhipa conlaining a ^(juare sink lined with 
irauslucent glass liles A\hi('l) was prtdiably kept filled with water 
foi the convenience ol ’pilgrims and monks. Tlie a])se yielded a 
nic.iher ol Oaiidhara ^cu]]>i ui('^ including r(di(‘l^ sliowiiig Oie dream 
of Ma.ya, fmotlnu* oi' <ht‘ Sakyamuni Bu.iha), ihe tompialioM of fhe 
Bodhisaii va, and iln^ Jluddlia lasting; and contained a circular 
stnpa in wl)ich wcu'c fouml some; valuables anticjuities. A circular 
receptacle cut. from a bhu'k of kan jnr stone (a sofi lime->tone) buri(Ml 
in the middle of t,li(‘ relic chambm' wa> found to conlain among 
other things a co])])er-])lc.te bearing a well-preserved Kharoshtbi 
insci’iption of the yi‘ar l-bj and a si u])a-sha])ed relic casket (‘om])h'te 
with lidniilhn' and nmbi'ellas. This ca'^ket (*ontained a small 
globular cask(d f)f si(‘aiile and rosettes oi gold and isihany and the 
inner casket in its turn contaiiK'd a tiny cy1 indrical-slniped gold 
casket, in wliicdi were found sonn‘ yery minute pieces of bone and a 
nuniL'er of beads ami |)earls. T1 j(' nanu' of (lie pt'rson whose' relics 
were thus enshrim'd do("^ not a])p('ar in ihe inscript iein . 

Tlie valnahle d isco\ ('lie's at. Xagar junikonda on the liver Kistna Excavations 

have heen mentione'd in lU't'vieuis reiioid.s. Bhoteioraphs of th(‘ ftNagar- 

‘ L jumkonda* 

many linndreds of sculptures found e)u this site have' heen forwareleel 

hy the exe*avaie)r to Dr. Vogel ol the lu'iehm TTnivcrsiiy who has 

alreaely identified many oi them. Opeuatiems during the year 

revealed a ie.w me)re fragmentary sculptures iu ihe Amaravati style. 

They incluele om* elepictiiig a well-carved chariot drawn hy four 

horses preceded hy a row of warriors, and another fi'agmeni showing 

a hodlii'\ tree attended hy worshipjiers. 

Some progress was made during the year with the excavation, Excavations 
hegun in 1915, of the Buddliist I'ity A'alanda in Bihar. jSTalanda, Nalanda. 
one of file three famous university toAvns of aiieient Magadlia, finds 

* \ balustrade erowniiijjf the stupa. 

t Tt was under a hodhi tree that B’ ddlia meditated and attained enlipiht- 
enment. 
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Excavations 
at Paharpur. 


frequent inei)tion in early Ihiddliist texts, c.(j., the Maliapariiiibba- 
nasutta, and ae(-ortiino- to the Cliinese ti'iiveller Iliuen Tsang* 
possessed a stiijia \\iiich eiisliriiied pieces of the Biuldlia\s Lair and 
nails. During- tlic year under leview a laige tein])le inentioned by 
Iliuen l\anji‘ N\as exeaAnited. This temple may undl mark the site 
of the gi(‘at nliard (monasterv) eonstriieted by Baladilva Laja, 
uhieL Avas abonl flOO in Leiiilit and in and maunifieenee 

resenilded tiu* ortad nlunui under tlie bod hi ir(M‘ luair (taya. Tlu‘ 
anticjnit ii^*^ ^o lai* brouglil to li^lit at Nalanda nnnd)m‘ more ilian 
7.000 and ineludi' man} bronze statmdfes, terraeotia voli\(‘ tablets, 
si ma o bu‘U] (*s, Images in tbe black slaii*. slone gamejally used for ibe 
s(■uJ])tnr('■^ ot lb(' Ikda scbool. ami biieks inscribed Avitb t‘xtra(‘ts 
Ij'oni tl)(‘ liuddliist scii pi iires. That the Magadha. sidiool ol senlp- 
tii](* is i\ (le\ elopinen I ol lh<‘ (iupla si hool ol lb‘nar(‘s widl-known 
and fj ag/iK'ii is ol Saiaialli simlptures in the usual (diunar sandstone 
loUT'd a( -\aianda cl(‘arly deinon'-ti ale (he in/ln(‘n(',e ol tlie Heiiait'^ 
(‘(mtie. Nalanda in its tiii-u was a son ice of ii'onogTapiiic and 
sivlisiic inHu(me(‘ noi onl\ to otluu' ])ar(s of Jndia bill also lo 
Sumatra and daAa and othej islands ol tJie Indian archipelago. An 
interi'sting (‘ipisode in Kalliana's lia jatarangini snpjilies aullientic 
e\ ideiice ol I he i m jmrt at ion iiom Magadba to 'Kushniii of a 
bion/e image of Sugata. borne on th(‘ shouldms of an c'le])hant. 

'J'hc e\ca\ aliens al. Ikdiarpnr baAa.‘ now levealed tlie whole plan 
ol (he (eiiiph* a.nd tin* gi(‘a( (piadrangb* thal suinoiinded it ami all 
that leniains to be dom* is to dig* jiart. ot tbe spac’ious nnuu* court 
to its oi'igiiial iloor l(‘V(d. Tliis is piobably the lai-gest, single monu- 
numi s(. tar luought lo light by excavation anywhere in India, its 
outm- dimensions being fe(*t from norih to soutb and Dili feel 
fi'om east to wesl. Tin* ceniial tem])l(‘ is raised uj)on three teiiac(‘s 
richly (‘mladl islual Avitb a continuous smies of tiU’iacot ta panels and 
superijn])osed one a,bove the other, and at the summit of these 
teinaces is the main shi ine. In gemual ])lan and design tbe temple 
closely r(‘sembl(‘s the Jlrahmaiiical tem])les at Avantipura and 
Martatida in Kashmir, and it a])pears also to have been copied by 
ibe builders of tbe great Hnddbist stupa at Borobundur in Java. 
An insmij>t ioji tound at Kalanda has already sup])lied evidejice of 
the intimate relations that existed between a Sailendra king of Java 
and tbe Pala king ])eA"a])aladeva. Among tbe antiquities found 
during the year is a fragment whicli completes a broken image of 
tbe Buddhist deity Hevajra uneaitbed in tbe year 192S. The 
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lias nine lioads and sixteen liands eacdi holding a linnian skill] 
and embraces a female figure canyinn' a small da‘>‘^’er in tlie ri;^liT 
hand and a vskull-cup in the left. The iina^e i> wrouo-lit with t;Teat 
care and skill and helonp*s In the period wlam ihc Tala art of Benual 
was !n full flowei*. 

tlniy a small excavation was possilile diirino- the yeai' at Pa_t>‘an Excavations 
in Burma but ibis yi(dd(‘d an inieresiinc* Burmese inscTijdiou ciii BumS”' 
in a stone slab in Avhich mention is mad(‘ of Shan slavi's dedieat(‘d 
to a pao'oda. The date ajipeais to fall in the rei<j;'n of Kinn* Sawlu 

(1077-1084 A.I).). 

44m^ most impoitant lind of tin* Acar in ili(‘ held of ('pin’ia]>hy Epigraphy, 
beside^ tlu' Kharoshthi ins( riptiou ridiOKal 1o abo\(‘ was a small 
fra^aiKnii ot ^^toiK* b(‘arinn- mi ineoniph‘i(‘ insiaipiiou ol six in 

the early Brahini seri])i oi tin' ‘Ird eeniur\ l> (h which wa^ diu: 

U]) hv a labourer amoim’ the (‘v1ensiv(‘ ruins ol AlahasihaiiLi’rapli in 
th(; ]h>u“ra distrii'i and acijuin'd ]i\ {lii‘ areha{'()lo^‘ical sujiei'intcti- 
(hmt at (hileuiia. The new inscription is 1h(‘ oarliicsi, ani,i(]uity 
found at Mahast hano-raph and ti])p(‘ai'' to ])i()vide conclusive 
e\ idenee of th(‘ idmitity of the icinains at. ]Mahasi hancaujih wbtli 
Ihiuiidravardliaua, the amoent ca])it;il ol north Ben^‘al or Varendia- 
desa. ^rahasthaiii:‘ra])li pit'^iuit^ <>U‘at po->sihilities of iurther iiii- 
])oriaiii diseovei'ies. Jn (tiiNsa and Aladia- mwv in'^cnptions wme 
diseovered vdiieh throw' a cooil deal of lio’hi u}>on the mediaeval 
history of those jirovjnec's. During' the AU'ai’ under lejioii six part- 
oi the Ejii^raphia Tndica wuue puhtished and materials for threi' 
others sent to ])ress. 

Several valuable antiquitiixs were added to the museums umhu Archaeo- 
the control of the Arehaeologica] ])(‘part meiit during the year, 

Additions to the (‘oin-eahinet (d' the Indian Museum included a set 
of electron coins of the Kashmir kino- Lalitaditya and a silver coin 
of Prince Murad, the foui’th sou of Shahjahaii. This latter coin 
wuis struck at Surat in the year IfibT A.T). when Slialijahan was 
lyino' ill and his sons fio-htino- amoiip^ themselves for the tliroiie. 

The archaeological elnunist received 881 antiquities of varifuis The Archaeo- 
kiuds for preservative treatment and examined or chemically cS^st. 
analysed 4G specimens mostly of metal, stone and minerals. His 
analysis of a bangle from Taxiia revealed the use of copper and 
nicikel alloy for jewellery. The chemist also treated and mounted 
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Iwo of t]]^ wall pain1iiin-s in flip Couiial Asian Antiquities !^fnsenTn, 

l\e\v Pollii. 

()\vi]io- ir) laek of lujids tin' oonservai ion of monuments, wtieli 
toims an impoTtant ])art of tnc duties of the Arehaeolo^’ical Depart- 
ment, liad to be confined during* tlu* year to ^inall annual r('pairs 
and general tidying- np ; only sncdi s])ecial rt'pairs as were inexpen- 
sive and sti-neturally nrg-eut were nudei'laken . 

!?et in tli(‘ SurA'i‘v deparl iiunit during 1b(‘ ]al((‘r ])art 

of the year bnl 1o the dishandnumi of lour io]>ograpbie‘al parties, 
Ihree g{MnIoiic ])arii(‘.s and on(‘ foiest paily, wdlli the resnll Ibat the 
eonipleiion ot Ui(‘ nH)d“i-!i i{)])ooa afjliical survc'y of all India f>n ibe 
sf*ale imd. 1 inil(‘ has Ihm-ii lurtlun* ilelayed. 

During the snrv(‘y year ending on tlie dOib S(q)tiMnb<‘r ilie 

lales". ]'criod for wtiirli detailed information i^’ avaiiabli* and which 
ua^ nn{ attcci(*d h\ rctreiu-hment , an arc-a oi apjiroximately of). 000 
sijiiare miles was sui'veyed, mo.‘>tK on lh(‘ seab-s of om* iiudi and half 
inch to one mile, ddiis im-lnded tin* survey ot about S.OOO sijuare 
miles on l!i(' scale of i! inol) to one niih‘ in the (lilgit Agency in the 
(‘xireme north of liKliji. As in (diiiial, tliis snryey involved high 
(dimhs in ilie glaciated aieas ol the Hindn Kush, Kailas and (ireat 
Himalayan ranges. Sui\ey> in liigh mountain regions were iornier- 
1\ cai'iied out (-hietly by (‘x]>]oj ation ])arti(^s specially etjni])ped for 
Ihc ])iirpose but during tlie ])asi lew years lliey liave h(‘en made by 
a jegnlai surv(*y unit. Tin's lias seized to train a number oi young 
surveyors in alpine technicpie and siionbl prove of value in the 
mapping- of IJimalayan areas in future. The area surveyed im-lndes 
Ilie niassiis ol Xanga Parhai (Ldi.tiOO b-el) and llaramnsli (‘J4,200 
l('et). Surviws were also earj ied oui in Sikkim and Nepal so as to 
compleie two one-incdi modern slioets. 

In addition to sjieeiai ioi-est snivc-ys, cantonmeul. .surveys, and 
those in connei-tion with certain irrigation ])rojects, a number of 
special surveys were earried out at the request of local Govern- 
monts, other official departments, Indian States and private bodies. 
Gn the military side one field survey section was mobilized during 
October 1930 and took part in the operations against the Afridis on 
the Khajuri plain during the (-old weather. The section w^as dis- 
banded early in March 1931 . Survey units on the frontier continued 
their special training exercises with military formations. On the 
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/irclioeological side two old forts in norlbern llengal were iueduded 
in tlie area surveyed; these date hack some dOO years and were 
a})|>ai {‘iilly erected by the (’ooches loi* del'ensive })iirj)oses against 
lilniiaji. 

(leodetic work yirogressed sal istacloril} . ('oniiiiuons record of Geodesy, 
longitude was niaintuined at l)(dira Dnii by bi-wetds1y ob^c'rva- 
tion^ with the })en1 transit- and by the i‘cce])tion of the Bordeaux 
and Rugby t iine-signals. dljc latitude vaT‘iations prograniine was 
continued, the usual diilicully lieirig met with in the monsoon 
moiitlis. Astronomical latitudes to determine the meridional defiec- 
ticn of the ])lumb line' iihsciwed :»t \\ stati(»ii.> in Kasiimir, 

tl.*‘ Ibinjab and Rajjiutana, siluaU'd at intei-vals of about 1*J miles 
along a nortli and south 1ini‘ trom tlie Hauihal ibiss to .\im(U‘. 

These', observations turnislnul a Niuy valualde section of the* Indian 
geoid, connecting ii]) with the obscu'val lori'^ made in Xaslimir iti 
11)25. Obsi'rvat ions to determine tin' foi*c(‘ of gravitv’ weri' mmh* at- 
22 stations in Sind, the Punjab, Peiuial India, liajjiutana and the 
(kuitial Provinces, (iravimetric obsiu'vat ions wit-li a giadiometer 
weie made in the llahawal|)ni‘ and Taisalmer St \t(‘S. 

As r(‘gards niagnelie and metcoi oiogii'al idj^ei vations, t he Magnetic and 
niagnetie ohservatory at ])(dira Dun maintained inuous 

r(‘Coi (1 oi the three iiiagnetK* ebuiK'ut'^. Tin' t tmori stu sinograph lions, 
was in regular ojx'ration and meteoiological observations were made 
t>Nic(* daily. A magnetic detachment visited 37 repeat stations in 
nortli('Tii India and imuh' comjiuiat i\ t* ohst'rvatioiis at Alihag 
observatory, thus bringing the magnetic survey up to dale in this 
n'gion. The “ Tide Tables for the Indian Ocean ’’ for 1932 were 
c-om])lete(l ami advance cojues relating to eerlain polls were' jire- 
]iared and sent- to the hvdrographic departments of the' .Vdmiialtv, 
the United States and f)a])an. Two detachments weie miqiloyed on 
])rimaiy t riangiilation in Riirma, as a result of whifdi the Indian 
])rimai‘y Iriangulation was connected ^^i^h that of Siam by the ex- 
tension of the revised Mong IFsat and (treat Salween seiues in 
latitude 20^ 30' and the Rui'ina coast series in latitude 10^ 30'. 

A base was measiirc'd at Kengtimg, in tlu' Southern Shan States, 
using the modern invar wire (Mjuipment. This is the first base 
measured in India since that at Mergui in 1881-82 and is of eonrse 
the first measured with the new apparatus. 584 miles of high- 
precision levelling for the iie^v geodetic level-net of India were 
completed, together Avith 904 miles of single high-piecision level- 
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lin^ ill Bombay, (Viilral Iiidiji, ilio CfMiiral Provinces and tlie 
United Provinces. Secondary levelliiio* of J ,()Gd miles was carried 
out in ilie Ibinjal), llie Piinjal) Sia,i(‘s, Dellii, Jlibar and Oris.^a, 
Penpal and Purina lor local (pAernuKuds, railways and scaontiln’ 
purposes. 

An improved pattern of Macleod Par was desiguied and made iu 
(he ^\olksllo]) at Dehra Dun. Tins bar, known as (lie “ Penney 
Par ”, is now in consiaiil nst* willi (he du]>lica( ino* prc^N(‘^ in (lie 
photo-zinco office at Dehra Dun and i( is Iiop(ul that by its aid tin* 
making* of ])aper mosaics of plam^-table s(*ctious will (‘veiitually be 
abolished. 

Duriiiii* 1 lu" year ending dPih Sc^ptcuinxu* 7()I dt‘]>a r( uumt ai 

Diaj)'', i!i(hniijio' it^pnnts and m‘\\ (Mlilioiis, wtui^ ])ublish(Ml l^v ihe 
Survey and in addition nuirnn'oii.s nia])S and plans vaui* ])n‘paied ioi 
(he Aiany, local ( iovern men (s, iail\\a\ adni i n ist i-al ion^ and c(‘nsuN 
olli( cT'^. In (h(‘ mat h(‘matical iiist j unuMit f)llic(‘ a larc'c numlxu' (»l 
hi Jioculai s, monoculars, ((d(‘>( opi-s. <-om}>asses, range-tinders and 
\\at(dies re])air(‘d, whih* tin* manntactures imduded bi*idg(‘- 

testijiu a]»paratuh, rotary rcs-ordmg’ dethsdoimdei >, ra ng'<"''hn(lei'- 
base-leiig(h-(die(dving* ap])ara1uN, and a'liiomatic objc(i g•la'>s(‘^. 

The most interesi ing- e\(‘nl of i1h‘ \(‘ar conmaUed vilh the (i(‘o- 
logicul Surv(‘y was the isMie ol‘ llo' gc'ological ma]) of India on a 
scab' of miles to Iht' imdi, undei prej).i i*at ion sinc(‘ Id^d. The 
cf)m])ila1 ion of the originals was done by the ^tatf of (Ik* ( i(*(dog’ical 
Survey, the reprodaciiou in (‘olour Ixung- cai*ried out by the Suvmw' 
ol India. In addition iurther memoirs on the cfial resouices ol 
India wuM*e ])ublished as a resnlt <d' th(‘ special i n V(‘st igat ions com- 
pleted last yeai'. 

hiai't lid Lia kes weie again promimmt, diverting officers of tim 
department from their normal dutii's to record tlu^ ehecis and as far 
as possible to ascertain the causes. As in the pi’evious y(‘ar a seven* 
earthquake occurred in Purina.. Portuiuitely the tiaet affected — 
the Myitkyina and Kaiha distrieds, lying to the north of IJp])er 
Purina — is thinly jiopulafced. Paniboo and wooden huts, raised a 
few" feet from the ground — lyi>es which are I’arely damaged — were 
wj*ecked, and laiidsli])s and fissiiring of alluvial ground were f]‘e- 
(juent. In the town of Kamaing all masonry buildings were 
damaged and some pagodas destroyed. A number of aftershocks of 
the disastrous Pegu and Pyu earthquakes of last year w^ere recorded 
in Eangoon, Pegu and other places between Mandalay and MouP 
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nioin Imt did no dama^o. Sonie iw’o inoiitli^^ ]a1(M', oji llie 2r)t1i aii<! 
2Tlli oi August 19dJ, eaiiljfjuakes ocoiirjvd in jJal uoliistan ni tlir 
oihor end of tlie Indian Kni])ire. Botli >lio(*ks with aceompan yiiii:' 
lu niois were felt at Quella l)iit tlie fir>l did liille damage iheir. 
Tlie ie])orts of daniao-e as ])nl)lished in tlie pre^s wane imieli exa^- 
panated. In l.ki] ueliistan (odinaiy villaj^a* lioiises aie usually built 
wflli Aery thick walls ot nmd, oj' siindried bfii k^ s<‘t in mud mortal, 
and a?e jiarticailarly lialile to damage by (^arllnjuakes. I\)r tlii': 
itai^nn the bazaar at Shai‘i<th wa'' ('Om]d(‘tcly ruined liv the slioi't ol 
1h(‘ 2bth and the hospital and ]>art ol the lallway ijuarters wen* 
s(‘V('i(‘ly damaa'ud. 'Die >(‘»*ond sliof'k, oi iyinat i nj^ near Maidi on 
the 27lh, w'as moi(‘ widely lell- (‘\ei- Jlaluchist iu and Simb bui 
si'vme daniai>(‘ wnis contined to within a >hori distanc'C ot Macli and 
to tln‘ jdains jit the loot o{ the iiills south-w(‘s1 ol Sibi. In Ma<'li 
]mildine< ol sundried bi icL oi stone S(‘l in mud moi'tai wtne (b^^- 
troyed or much damayMMl. J'bini th(‘ mwv jail, coni|d(‘t(‘d onl\ 
(dehteen Jiionths Ixdonn suiteied sevends. Its noi'tli wall, built ol 
oulinaiy ( on(*ret(‘, was thiown down and the souiti w'ail was crael^ed 
and -oiiK' of the iiitfuior radial walls weie aUo i>\ (ut h roAvn . In 
ail about a iiundied liAt*^ w(‘r(‘ lost, clnetlx throueh Hu* (‘ollap''^* 
oi luMNy mud liuiblinys; buildina's oi o^ond In ick and mortar weie 
almosi undamaged. 

A-- ri‘gards tlie noimai woik (d the dtpaitmeni, ecological sui- 
\ 1 y." well' in ])rogi(‘ss in tlu^ (bingpur Stale in Ibliai and ( )rissa ; 
in the Myitkyina district, ilu' Mogok i ub\ mint's in the Kailia 
(list] let. 1h(‘ Xoithein and SoutlM'rn Shan Staitss. Iht' Lowt'i 
Chiiidwin and Shwebo dmtiicts in Burma; Iht' 1 1 o^hangabad, 
Aagjiur and JBiandara districts in the Ct'ntial Ib'ovinces; the mutii 
Arcot district in Matlras; Kashmir; tin' Hazara district in tin' 
Xorth-West Frontier Frovinct'; the Salt Bangt', the Attock distrn t, 
and the Simla hills in tin* Fun jab; the Jodhpur, Bikaner, M(‘war 
(Fdaijinr), and Sirohi States in Ivajjuitana; the Fhakrata and 
^Jirzajiur (listTicts in the Fnited Fi’OAu’nces; and Bewa Stati* in 
(hnitial India. 

Fconomic enquiries were caiTied out on barytes in the Yawmghwe 
State of the Southern Shan States in Burma; bauxite in Nandgaon 
State, Central Provinces; coal in tlu^ Khasi and (taro Hills, Assam, 
and Meiktila and Myitkyina districts, Burma; co])per in Pindaya 
and A'awmgliAve States, Southern Shan States, and in Ajmer-M'^'i- 
wxira and Bikaner State, Eajputana; gold in Myitkyina district. 


Geological 

Surveys. 


Economic 

enquiries. 
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Special inves>^ 
tigations. 


und in Kashmir; oj*ap]n(e, iron-ore and jade in 

Myilkvina disirit*!, Burma; kaolin in tiie (laro hills, Assam; lead- 
ore in Pindaya Sta1(', Souihern Shan ^Uaies and ^lyltkyina disiricl, 
Burma, and A"an<l^-aon Siat(^ in lln- Cential Broviiu'es; marhle in 
dodli]>nr and Mewar (I'daipin,) Slai(‘s, Hajpntana; mica in 
Xand^'aoi) Sfah‘, Pi-oviin'cs, and ^fewai ([h]ai])U]) Stale, 

B-ajputana ; salt sprin<:-s in Myitkyiiia di^l’ lct, r>urma ; sid]>hnr 
sj)rin^‘'^ in Shahpnr disliact, Ihinjah; and woliVam in ^ awno-liwe 
StaUn Soiilli(‘in Shan Sia<e-^, and dodh’pui- Siat(*, Bajjmiana. 

Si)(‘^‘ial inv(‘st lo-ation^^ imludc*; a study ot the Imhnv oilfield 
Hid a at Yenan in the rpocr Yhindwi!! district in Burma, 

in tlu'se and otlnu oilfields in I»n?ma immense' (piantiti^'s ol natuial 
i^'as run to waste, ilnnin-h a eeilain amount is used for nower rni<- 
inu*. aiol with t!io <'o-opei a ( >oa nl th.e oil-])i ndmim’' <ompanies a 
( jeoa'i nuMMit g'f'olojiist has Ix'em d<‘])ut(‘(l to iin (‘st ipj’ale liu'se' natural 
I'esourecN. In paitieiilai' ai rann'cm^mls have* hee'ii made tor the 
eolleedion ol sum])les ot ihe nateial ;^>as m oreh'r to d»-’termin(‘ 
tlieir eoiitmit in In'liiim loi fill i ny a n ^hi])s, and the' Indian iTistiinte 
of Science has undertake'ii lo analyse these stim[)les. 

f n\ est io-a1 ions into the omh'i y i ound \\ a t(‘i -sujipl ics oi Jxanyoon 
and Bass(*in ^yere comph'ted fliinny iIk' year and <h't ailed suyyj'S- 
tions made tor their utilization and consm‘va1 ion . In a<ld!iion tin' 
])Ossihilit ies ol oldaiiiiny aric'sian and other Avat('r sunjilies over a 
lary<' tract of coiiritrv hdwi'cn IJawaijmidi ami ihe Salt Banye 
ha\(‘ hceii i n \ csl lyated. Miscclla ik'oUn activities incIndiMl advice 
on th(' treat iiH'iit ol landslips enda ny(*ri iiy tin' pij>e line and haulaye 
uay iji ('onin'ction with the Shaiiaii J rydro-el(*ctri(‘ Sclienie, and (Ui 
tin* pi cscrvat ion of tin' hathiny yhats at Benares which, owiny to 
the action ot tin* (taiiycs, liavt' loiiy hceii a])proachiny collapse. 

The Botanical Jlnriny the y^ar tlie Botanical Survey pjoeeeded w’ilh the (uati- 
(‘al study oi the flora of the (laro Hills; the col h'et ions mnv niimbt'r 
some LhOOB sj»ecimens eompi isiiiy aiunil SOB sp(‘(‘n‘s and considei'ahly 
ejiricli tlie mat(U-ia.l available tor a tioristic and eeoloyieal survey 
of tin' area. Matei ial wuts also eolleett'd tor a ]dant, analysis of the 
Anainiallai Rills and the fon'sts ol Jiorth (V)imhatore, Kolleyal 
and Bolainpaili ranyes in the Madras Bresideney and for an 
estimation of the part they play in the union of the flora of the 
('ast and west sides of fin' p(‘n insula. Tin' hotanieal survey of the 
santonin-yieldiny artemisias of the Kiirram and north-western 


Survey. 
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India wa.'rs (‘onipleted and lesullh oldained lively to l)t‘ ol niucli 
importance in tlie iuluve devclopnienl oi Ike industry. Ditiicull ies 
met in drying* and extractiuj^- the kaivesi and in producinj^- the 
drug- hav(^ hcHUi cleaied U[) and valiial)le data obtained regai'ding- 
geog-i a])hical and aliiiudinal dj'.l rihni ion. A iiiJ‘th(M aUcm])t 
wa> inade (Juj'ing <li(‘ year lo ponelrale the cinchona resmv^^ in the 
TenabS(u-ini area oi Jiower ISurma with a view to in vc^i in.n i ng 
(erlain jK)ints reg-aiding Ili(‘ avicennia asbocialioiib of the inangrovt' 
bwamps in ('hitlagong. .V tour in the Aag-a and Maiiipui 
in wliicti more than 100 s])ecimens weie eollec-ted lias suggested the 
possibility oi im])rove(l fruit cuhure and the production ol inedLei- 
nal plants on economic liiiCb in tke ea>iern li incaiavas. 

The (diudiona. ])lantations maintaiised ]>y the ( joverniueiit oi Cinchona. 
India in ihirma are iiianaged i>y llie liolanna] J)ej)artniei;t . Tiie 
stock of bark in hand at tin' ojiening- oi tin* \('ai‘ was odS/JOd lbs. 
and at ike tdose of tke year 715,087 ibb. (Quinine sulphate and -^alN 
amounting- In nearly 17,(H)0 lbs. and a small (juantity i)[ cincliona 
febrifuge were sold during ib(‘ year, Ininging in a revenue of 
Ks. 0,17,000. Odie net piolit on the yeai\ working w\ts loiighly 
Ks. I?, lakh>. The (Toveriiments (d llengal and Madras also main- 
tain cinchona plantations and a factory Avkeie the bark is conveJtml 
into (juiniiie and its hv -]ji-odu(‘ts. Tlie sales oi (piinine sulphates 
and salts and cinchona fel)iilug-<‘ in Bengal during the yeai totalled 
nearly Bs. 0 laklis and in "Madias IN. 5| lakhs. 

The field in\ estigal ions ol the Zoidogical Sui\e\ dui-Jiig the TheZoologi- 
\'eai in thr W(*siern ()rhat> yielded valiiahle inforniat ion l egal ding 
the arcliaic freshwatei- medusa, (limiioc.nida). Similar iiujuiries 
into the fauna and biological conditions in the riyer Ilooghly and 
the saline wateis of the Salt Bange brought additional knowledge 
of the Idoiiomlcs of freslnvater animals liying under such yarying 
coiidilions ot salinitx. Other acti\ities during tlie yeai tvere an 
autliropometric surve\ of the dikerent castes in soutb India in 
connection with the census ojieraiions, the lesulis of whiidi will 
shortly lie })ublisiied ; and an extension of the inyestigations into 
tlie sliell tisheries in tlie Andamans. 

On the research side the following W'ere the more imporlaiit Research. 
]>apers published during the year by otlicers of the depaitmeiit; the 
Bifihes of Burma; the Claasifieaticu of tlie IIomalo])terid fishes; the 
Medusae in the ludian Museum ; the Decapod Crustacea found 
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living as commensals witli IJolotliurians ; Instances of Parallel 
Jwolution in the Faunas of South India and South America; 
AiHliropological Bulletins Irom the Zoological Survey of India; 
and a report on the human relics recovered by the Naga Hills 
(Burma) Expedition for the abolition ot human sacrifice during 
10:^0-27. ( )tlKM’ inlerosii iig inv(‘s! igat ions aie still in })rogress. 

During tJie year tlie Acrv valuable collection of butierflics in 
tile Indian Museum wjis leai’rangtMl and a great, deal of valuable 
material hitlieiio i naccessil>le io] study inco]])orated. The r-olba*- 
tion of bi]'ds iu this Tnuseuni is also being* rearranged. 

Anotliei* int ei‘('st i ng side' ot tin' dt'part nnm t.\s activities is the 
co-o])eration of its ant lirojiologicaii section witii the arcliaeolog if-a I 
de])artTnent in invest igai ing and ideiitit\ing Iniman and animal 
{(rinains. During the \ ear iind<u review a large number ot animals 
were identified for tlie Bombay Xatiiral .History Sociidy, the Tfar- 
<*(*uit, ]lutler Ijistitnte ot Pnbhb* Health, Burma, the Calcutta 
S( hool ot Tro]>i(‘al Medicim* and otlier institutions. 



APPENDIX 1. 

Representative List of Official Reports, etc. 

^Mostly aniiuii].) 

(xrnnal. 

Statistical Ab^tiaict ior J3iitish India. 

Census Keport ('decennial). 

Pi ■<)\'i*icial Adniiiiist ration J{c]*t>its Madras, Jlfindiay, Vnit(‘d Pj'ovnires, 
J*iiiijal), Pcnc:al, Central Pjoviiitcs and Perar, ICiiina, Biliar and Orissa, 
Assam, Aoidli-West Fioniicr ProA’ince, Dellii. C'ooj^, Andaman and 
Aiccfia!’ KlamU, (bAnl and Military Station ol Jknip;alore, Ajmer- 
Mcj'wara, Baluchistan Au<‘ncy, Aden. 

Aqiittdi nr (unJ V/ititnfUii 

A^i icn 1 1 n I'f' and Lixc'^tock in India ihiniontldy). 

'J'Ik' Indian J’L)u»'n<(l of Agricultural Science ( hiinontlily ). 

'J'lic Indian .louiiml ot Vct‘*rinar\ Siicine and Aniinal llu''handr\ (<|uai jy), 
Sciojitilic ZVIonoLri aplis ol tlu- Inijaujal Council of Amnuhural Bc'.taarcli . 
Pcvmw ul .\L'‘ri( nh ui al Optuations m India. 

riic Annual Bejioit of the lrnp<*rial Couiuil ol A^i iculiura 1 IC search. 

1*1 oM‘o(l 1 nes ol the Ho, lid ol Aoiuullnre and Animal liu^handry. 

('atalowuc ol Indian Iii.seets. 

xa-ntihc Ht'i'oiiv ot tiio Impel lal Institute t>l Ajjli u ultur.d Hc'-earch Pusa. 
Hejiort ol ihe Depaihmeiit of Aei u-ult u ia‘ lor e.ndi Province 
Season and C'l'op li(*poj't tor (anli Piovinem 
-\:ii n nil lira 1 Statistics of India. 

Arc-a and Yield of Principal Croj)S in Jndni. 

Pepoi't ol the Civil \'etorniaiy I)(‘]»ar I ment for eac-h Pru\ inee. 
lve|)ort ol the Imperial Instiuite of W-tcu iiiary Kcseaieh. Mukle^ar 
Quinquennial Poport on the a\eiac;e vu’ld poi u n- < i |o ijtcipal (it)j)- ui i"di.i 
Hevnu\ ol the' Siiear Indusli-y ol India. 

Livc^-sfock Statistics, India (cjnincjuennial). 

( \)-ftj)rniti rc StK‘i( { irs. 

Statistical Slatmncnls relatine; to Co-operatn<‘ ^Movement in India. 

Hejiort on ( Vi-ojierat ivc? Soeietic^^ for eacdi Protuiiee. 

Hcqiorts of ConfereiK'Os of Bestistrars of (\)-oj)c‘rati>'e Soiicfics. 


Eilucaiion . 

Annual Poports on Kducation for India and for oaeli Province. 

C^uincjiionnial Bovictvs on the j)roo;ress of edneation in India and in each 
Province. 

Ot.easi(>nal Keporls and Pani|)lilc>ts on education. 

( ) 
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Einifjuition and 1 inmlg t ai uni , 

Aiinual Hejioit ou the working of the indiaii Emigration Act of 11^22 and llio 
Eulos fj-amed thereunder in the Probidency oi Bengal. 

Annual Iteport on the working of the Indian Emigration Act in the Bomha\ 
J*ix‘siden( y. 

Annual Report t>n the woiking of the Indian Emigration Act and the Rule.- 
1 j allied thereunder in tlie ^Madras Presidency. 

Annua i Report of tlie Agent ol tlie (jloveriimeiit of India, in South Afriea. 

Annual J{t‘p(n-t ot the Agent ol tiu' (hnernment ol India in Jiritish ^Mal.iya. 

Annual Report ul tlu* Agent <d the Government of India in Ct‘\ Ion on tiu* 
working of the Indian Emigration Act, the RuJe.s issued thereunder and 
OT tlie iiabour Ordinances of Ci'ylon. 

Heport.s on Immigrants Labour in tlio I’ro\ mce of Assam. 

Annual Peiiort on Emigration to the Lahoiii J)istricts ol As>.im. C'acliai ami 
Svlliet . 


Budget of the G</vornment ol India. 

I^'inante aiifl l^evenne .Vcfouiils oi the (h)\ ei niiK'i; l IjcIm 

East India Accounts and Estimates. Ex])lanatory Memorandum hy tii* 
Socretai*y of State for India (Parliamentary Paper). 

Home A( t omits of the Government of India (Parliamentary Paper). 

East India (Loans raised in England) (Half-yeaily Parliamentary Ptijici ). 
J^eports on tlie Administration oi the Mints at Calcutta and Bombay, w'uh 
a rev lew of the Controller ol tlie Currency. 

Bepoi t of the Controller oi the Currency. 

Statistical ''I'ahkis relating lo Banks in India. 

E tn tats. 

Annual I{(.‘luin ol Stall UKn lelating to Fore'll A<lmlnJ'^tratlon ni Bi.tm' 

I ndia. 

Rejiort on Eoresl. Admin isi rat ion lor vmcIi Pi*ovinee. 

Refxirts oi the Eoit'st R(.‘s<*ai(h In-tituie and tlie Imjitu’ial Eorest Codt‘ge. 
Deliia Dun. 

Qmncjuennial Eorest Jlcv^evv. 

Indian Forest Alemoir-.. 

Indian Forest Records 
Eorest Bulletins. 


dusi'nr and VoLicz. 

Report on the Adiniiiistiation ol (hvil Justice for eacli Province. 

Rejjort on tlui Adininisti a t ion o* C'l-iminai Justice for each Province. 
RepOi.t on Jails foi‘ h I’rovinte 

Report ou Police for each Prov im e, and lor Bombay Town and Island, 
Calcutta and Rangoon. 
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TaiikI Tterenitr^ etc. 

Ljmd Kpveiiue Administration . Provincial Tlcports ior Beiifxal, Biliar and 
Orissa. Assam, Unitod i’rovincos, Homhay Presidency (inclndin^z; Sind), 
Punjab, Contra] Provinces and Borar, Burma, and Madras. 

Bi])ort on Band Pe^'emK' Admin i at ion laind perords, tboicMit 0]>era- 
tion.s. Alienation of Tiand Act. tdc., lor >iortb-\Vest Frontier PioA'ince. 

Madras v^nivoy, SetMoment and Tanid Pocords Department Peport. 

Peports ol Ijaiid I^O( ords r>epa r1 incnl s loi Jioinbay, Hnrmn. 7^eijp;al United 
l*io\'mc(*s. and Punjab. 

pi-port on Set tleinen t Opm at iriii^, Punjab, 

iP'porl'^ on Snr^'ey and Settlement O]. (-ration, Bontral, Biliai and Ori.ssa, and 
A ssa m . 

PepoT’ts on Opc-fal loim of llif I ami P<*« ord-- and Settlen- *nt Df»pa rtments, 
( '(‘111 fa! l’j’o\ ine("s <ind Ber.ii 

iU*porl ol the 'Taliikdari Sesttleiucmt Otbcei-, Bombay. 

Provincial lJ(‘ports on tlie Admin ist rat ion of b>'tates under the Court of 
M^'ards . 

Peport. on the Pnniali Canal (tjloiue"- 

Acts of tile Indian Lee:is]atnre and Proiimial lieei‘.latj no Councils, 

Itegnlations made by the (iovornor-General in C’ouncil. 

Ordinances made by the Governoi-Genm'al. 

Official Accounts of the Debates and Proceed me;'- in the ('('idial and Provin- 
cial lipeislatim-s. 


Locdf Sri f-(io ' rr/i ni rn f 

Report on Alnuicipalit le.s lor eacli l^rovince and for (kilcntta Bombay City, 
Madras City and Paneoon. 

Peports on District and Local Boards lor (-ach Province. 

Pt'poj'ts of I’orts Trusts of Bombay, IMmlras, Karachi and Aden. 
Administration TU'jiorts ol tIh' Calcutt.i. ILanoioon .md C’hittagonfT Port 
Commissi oners. 

Medical y Piihlic TTcalth and VifnJ Sfaii.'ilics, 

Report of the Public Health Commissioner with the Government of India. 
Report of the Director of Public Healtli for each Province. 

Peport on Civil Hospitaljs and Dis])on-aries for each Province. 

Report on Mental Hospitals for each Province 

Report of the Chemical Kxamiiier and Bacteriologist for each Province. 
Indian Journal of Medical Research ("quarterly). 

Indian Medical Research Memoirs (snpi>lomentnry to Ibe Indian Journal of 
Medical Research), issued jieriodically. 

Records of the Malaria Suivey of India is.sued by the Director, Malaria 
Survey of India. 

Reports of the Scientific Advisory Board and the Governing Body, Indian 
Research Fund Association. 


INDIA 


I 



228 


of o;kIi of the Pasteur Institutes at Kasaiili, Coonoor, l?anp:o<ui aud 
Shillong. 

Peport of the Central Research Institute, Kasauli. 

Peport of the Hafikine Institute, Bombay. 

Pe])ort of the Kiiip: Institute, Gninclj’^. 

Report of the Calcutta School of lh*opieal Medicine and Hygiene. 

Repoi t- of the a arious Medical Colleges and Schools in India. 

Mi iwra} Prod urt ION <tnd Tnspection of Mines, 
lit*VJe^^ of ^Iiuera! Produc‘tJon (in Record of Geological Survey). 

Report on Pioduction and ( -onsuni]ition of Coal in India. 

Report ol the Chiel Jiisj»ector tif Mines. 

Indian ('oal Sfatistu-s. 

J*osfs {ind Tt’lpgiaplis. 

Annii.d Flepoit «>n the liulian Posts and Telegraphs D<ipartment 

I * ri ees a n d. T 1 a q es . 

Variations in Indian J^rice licvtds (tables). 

Jt^porls oi Pro\ mcial NVagi* Censuses. 

liid« \ N mnbejs oi Indian I’rices (<inin((uenninl). 

PiMic WorLs, 

Repoi t hv the Pad\va.> Board on Indian Railways. 

History of Indian Railways constructed and in progress (quinquennial). 
Quarteri^' Suinniaries of proceedings of Railway Bocal Advisory Committees. 
Half-yearly Suniniarit*s of reports on Railway ac‘cideiits h.\ Govtu'nment 
fnspectois of Railways. 

Rejiorts on Puldic Works (Buildings .nid Roads) for Madr.is Jhinibay, United 
J^ro\ i lu e.'v. Punjab, Bihar and Orissa, Central Provinces, Assam, and 
North-West Frontier Province. 

RevHuv oi Jiiigation in India. 

.Administration Reports on Irrigation for each Province (excejit Assam). 
Indian Roads. 


Hr, venue (other than JAind Hevenue). 

Salt Department Reports; Northern India, Madras, Bonihay. vSiiid, Bengal, 
Burma, Bihar and Orissa. 

Excise Report for each Province. 

Report on the Operations of the Opium Department. 

Stam]) Department Report for each Provinci . 

.All-India Income-tax Report and Returns. 

Registration Department Report for each Province. 

Scientific Departments, 

Report of the Zoological Survey. 

Memoirs and Records of the Indian Museum. 
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Antliropological Bulletins. 

Survey of Tndiu. General Repoi’t. 

BoeordR of the Survey of India. 

Map Puhlicatiori and Oflfiee Work Report 
Geodetic Report. 

Report and Records of the Ihitanical Survey. 

Reports. Memoirs, etc., of tlie Ar<*]iaeoloe;ic:il Surve^^ 

Rec'ord.s and Memoirs of the Geological Survey of India. 

Re])ort on the Admin i'-tration of the M«*teorologi< n1 Bepartrueni of the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Scientific Notes of the Tn<lian Meteorological Dep>artment. 

"Mtunoirs of the Indian Meteorological Department. 

Annual Re])f)rt of the Kodfiikanal Observatory. 

M* iiioirs anti Bulletms of the Kt'daikanal Ohservaloi'v 
Tndian Weather 7?(»vie\v, annual .'iummary 
Rainfall Data of India 

Annual Report on ilu‘ Rrogiess of (hvil Atialion in India. 

Trade and Matntiari \n 

Provincial Annual Statement oi the Sea-borne Trad<‘ and Naidgation. Burma. 
Provincial Reports on ^laritime Trade and Customs ^including working of 
M<u’ch a ntli.se Marks .Act) ft>r Bengal llihai and Oriv«.:a. Bombay, Sind. 
Madras and Burma. 

Review of the Customs Administration in India 

Annual Statements ^)f the Sea-borne '^Pracle of Rnti^h India. Volumes 1 and 

11 

Review of the Trade* of India. 

Accounts relating to the Sea-borne Trade and Navigation ot British India 
for calendar year. 

Statements of Trade at stations adjacent to Band Frontier Routes (monthly') . 
Indian Trade Journal (weekly) . 

R<*port on Joint Stock Companies in British India and in the Indian States 
of Hyderabad. Mysore, Baroda, Gwalior, Indore and Travancore. 

Report oil the Working of the Tndian Companies .Ael for eaeh Province. 

Tndian Chistoms Tariff, 

n^he Tndian Insurance* Yc'ar Book. 

Ac'(*ount.s rc'latiug lo tin* Sea-home Trade and Navigation of British India 
( monthly). 

Slatisiie.s of Cotton Spinning and Weaving in [ndiaii Mills (montliiy). 
Statistics ot the Production of certain selected Industries of India (monthly'). 
Joint Stock Companies registered in British India and in certain Indian 
States (monthly). 

Raw Cotton Trade Statistics (Rail and River) (monthly). 

Kathiawar Trade Statistics (monthly). 

Accounts relating to the Coasting Trade and Navigation of British India 
(monthly). 



230 


Indian Tea Statistics. 

Indian Rubber Statistics. 

Indian Coffee Statistics. 

Lar^e Industrial Establislinients in India (biennial). 

Accounts of the Trade of the ]^ortup:uese Possessions in India (quinquennial). 

Statistics of J<"actories for the year 1930 together with a note on the working 
of the Indian Factories Act, 1911, during that year. 

Note on the working of the Indian Trade Unions Act, ]926, during the year 
1930-31 with comparative statistics for 1929-30 and 1930-31. 

Workmen’s Compensation Statistics for the year 1930, together with a note 
on the working of the Workmen’s Com]>ensation A(;t, 1923, during tliat 
year. 

Statistical table relating to strikes for the year ending the 31st March 1932. 

The Government of India’s “ Rei)ort of the Cknirt of Enquiry, 1932 

Tlie Bulletin of Indian Industries and Labour, No. 47, relating to the 
fifteenth International Labour Conference. 

Report of the Chief Inspector oj Explosives. 

Labour Gazette published monthly by the Labour Office, Government of 
Bombay. 

Report of the Bejiartmcnt oi Industries for each Province. 

Administration Rejiort of +he Indian vStores Department. 

Report on the work of the Indian Store Defiartment, liondon. 

Annual Report of the Patent Office. 
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Correspondence between the Viceroy and Mr. Gandhi prior to the 
resumption of civil disobedience in January 1932^ referred to at 
page 32 of this report^ 

1. T(;Ie{/rani from Mr. fa Hi.s J'JjrceUenrij the. I’Ucroy, dated the 29th 

Dec ember 1931. 

I was unprepared on landing yesterday to find Frontier and United Pro- 
\ inc*es Orfliuaiices, shootings in Frontier and arrests of valued comrades in 
both, on tt)|> ot Horigal Ordinance, awaiting me. 1 do not know whetlier I am 
to regard these as indication lhat friendly relations between us are closed or 
wheOier you exjiect me still to see you and receive guidance from a^ou as 
to course I am to x^ursue in advising Clongress. 1 would esteem wire in rexily. 

2. Telegram from the Private Secretary to the Viceroy, to Mr. Gandhi, dated 

the 31st December 1931. 

Ills Fxcellency desires me io thank you ior Ntiur tcl(‘gram ol the 29tli 
instant in wfii( h you refer to fiongal and United Provinces and North-West 
th'ontior Piovince Ordinances. Tn regard to Pengal it has been and is neces- 
sai’N' for (fovci'Minent to take all possible measures to i>revent dastardly 
assassinat ion of their offners and ol x>rivate citizens. 

Ills Excellency wishes me to .say that he and his Government de.sire to 
Inn c Iricndly relations with all political xiarties and with all sections of 
the public and in iiarticular to sis iire co-oxieration of all in groat woi k 
of constitutional reforms which they are determined to push forward with 
minimum delay, (ki-operation ho^^ever must he mutual and His Excellcncv 
and his Government cannot i*econcile activities t>f Congres.s in the Unite<i 
Provinces and North-AVest Frontier Province with ,s])irit of friendly <•(»- 
opm'ntion whic*h good of India demands. 

As regards United Provinces you are doubtless aware that wliile the local 
Government were engaged in devising means to give all x^o^sible relief in 
th(‘ existing situation, the Provnucial Congress Committee authorized a no- 
rtuit camiiaign which is now being vigorously pur.sued by Congress organiza- 
tions in that province. Hiis action on the x>art of Congress bodies lia.s 
comiKdled Government take measures to prev'ent a general state ol 

di.soi-der and sjirtuiding of cla.ss and eommilnal hatred vvdiich camxiaign, it 
coiitinut'd nnchceked, would inevitably inv^olve. 

Tn North-West hhontior Province Abdul Ghaffar Khan and bodies he 
controlled have (‘ontituionsly engaged in activities against Government ami 
in fomenting racial hatred, TTc and his friends have persistently reinsed 
all ov’'orinres by the Chief Commissioner to secure their co-o]>ei‘ation and 
rejecting the declaration of the Prime Minister, have declared in favmur ol 
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complete nidepoiidenoe. Aljdiil Gliallar Khaii has delivered numerous sjjoeclu-.s 
oj^C'n to no ot li<.*r roiisl l uct ion than as iiiciteiiKUits Lo res olution and he 
adherent.-^ have attonii>ied lo htir trouble in tribal area, '^rbe CJiiief Cominis 
sioner with IIk' ajjjirova] oJ IJis Kxeelleiiey's Government lias shown utmost 
loi bearaiKv and lo the' Iasi, momeiil eontinitt‘d Ins (dforts to seeuie assistam** 
of Abdul Ghafiar ivJian in eairynig into edfeet, witli tin* least ]jossible dela,\ , 
tht" intentions oi' Jlis Majcsslv’s Governnu'nt regarding constitutional refoians 
in the jiiovnifc. Tho (Jo^ ('iiunont rolinined tj*o?n taking special measines 
until activities of Ahdul Cdiatlar Khan and lus associates and in jiartieulai 
ojien and intensive ]>jej>aratinn for an early eonlliet with Government creatinl 
a siiuatn n ot such grav(‘ iinniaec* to praee oi j>ro\in('C‘ and of tribal areas 
;'s to nicd^o 11 nnj>o'^sihle luitliei’ to ilelay a<tion. Jtis K'xeelleiiey uiidin- 
‘'lands that Ahdnl Gliaffai Khan was in August last made r(*s])onsil>le for lead- 
ing Congiess nioAeinent in pi o\ nice, and that vtdnnteer organizations In* 
(‘ontrolled were .'^l)el•!^n a l!\ i (‘cogn iz<‘(l In All-tndia Congn‘ss C’oinin it t < «• 
as C^ongress oi ga n izat ions fl is Kxc'elh'iuw desires nu* lo iiiakf' it elear that 
Ills i‘es]>onsLhii iliiss for pe.u e and ordei make it im])ossible for him to hn\r 
any dealing villi persons or (»rgan izat ions upon vlioin ri'sis tin' ri'sjionsihil it s 
to! activities abovt* ontlin<*d. You have yourst‘]f hovw alismit from India 

on tin- business oi Hound Table Conference and in light of tin* attitanle 
i\ Inch you hai e ohseiwc'd there, flis Kxc*elleiiey is unwilling to believe that 
von liave jieisonallv anv shaie in i (‘sponsilnlitv l(n* or tTat you a]>])r<)\ e 
ol re((*nl aitivities ot Coic>iess m tlie Vnited PiMviiices and Nortli-Y'est 

thontier Ihoviiiee. li this is he is willing lo s(‘e \ou and to givt' you his 

v iews as to the way in winch you i an last cxi'rt. your iiitiumice to maintain 

a sjiirit of co-oj)ciat ion wliidi aiiimati'd proct‘cdings of Hound "^rable C-on- 
lcrcnc(\ hilt ills I0\e<‘l leiKV h'cls bound t<i eiiiphasi/a* that ho will not 1 k' 
prejiared to discuss with yon nicasurts'- whirl) Government of India, with 
the full ajiproval o! His .Ahnestv \s Govoinnsnif }ia\<* found it nert'ssarv to 
ado]>t ill ]k*ngal, Idiited Hrovinces and Noitli-Wist Kiontier Provinci*. 
'I^Iiesc* measures must in any t ase be kept in loiet* until they have served 
juiij*os(' foi whieh tlu'.v weir miposi'd. iiaiiK'lv ])rest‘r\ at mil ot law and oidri 
rssential to good govi'i ninriu On reei'ipt ot youi M*pl> , His KNcelhou \ 
projxisr-. lo ])nh)ish the- roi i <*sj»<)ndenre 


d Ti'h'iitain itom Mi (hnoUn lo ihr p//ra/r Svcivioiif in Ihs E.n <'Urnc{/ fhf 
\ tea Oil, iloted ihe I'if Jan no i}/ J9S2. 

I thank His KvrelJriiry for wire* in reply to mine of 2hth instant. It 
gricives mo. For llis Fxcellency has rejected in a maimer hardly befitting 
liis high ]iosition, an advaine made in friendliest spirit. I had a]>j)roach- 
e.d ns seeker wanting light on questions while 1 desircxl to understand 
Government version of very serious and extraordinary measures to whieli 
T made reference. Instead ot appreciating iny advance, Jlis Kxcelleney lias 
rejected it by asking nn* to repudiate iny valued colleagues in advance and 
telling me I bat even if I lieeome guilt \ of sneb d islionon rabh' eondnel, and 



-ou^ht an inU-rviow, I (oiild not cvori djseu.s'‘j ujiittcj’s nl \jta/ niJ/mri- 

anccj to the nation. 

Ill my opinion, consfci tutioniil is>iu‘ cl\viii(lj<‘s mio in^jgiiilicance ui iaci* 
of ojdijiaii((‘s and ac*ts \\liifh must, if nt>t met with stnlifioni leM^tance, 
m litter demoralization of nation. I ho]>o no --(‘ll-i c‘-.jjeetin *4 luciiaii will 
run risk of killing national spirit for a doubtlnl eonlingeney of securing a 
(onstitution to work which no nation with a -iaiuina may he left. 3^et< 
m(' also i>oint out that as lo tin* 3''rontier PT*o\im(‘, yoni telegram contains 
a narration of facets which, on iacc' of them, luini^h no Aiairiaiit for arrests 
of ])(>j)ular l(‘a(lers, jiassing ot extra-legal ordiname, making lile and ijro- 
pcoty utterly insecure* and shooting uriaimc'cl |»(‘acc‘liil eiowds for chiiing 
lo cl moiistrate against arrest ot tla-ir trust*’cl loa(h*r^ It Khan Saliih 
\htlul (jihalfar asscu'ted thc' right ol eonijihdc* indojiendtun o, it \\ a'^ a natural 
claim and tin* claim made with impunity by the* Congic'^s at Lahore in 102^^^ 
and hy me witli energ.N' ]uit Ik'Iok* tiu* Biipdi fh)\«’inment in fauidon 
Moreover let me* remind the \"ieei'oy that despite knowledge on Oovei'nment - 
part that Congr(*>s mandate* eontaim'd such c-Iaim I wa^ iiiviit'd i<) attend 
lauidou C\)n ler(*nce as ( 'ougi’e*-^'- deh‘gale TShu .-mi 1 able lo dete'Ci in a 
mere refusal to attend J3iirhar an olfeiiec* uarianiniL- -nnimai\ i in])! isoiimc'iit . 
It Khan Sahih wim ioim‘ining lacial hatred, ii w.t- ii ndoiihi('d ly i'(‘gret t able. 

I ha\<* Ills (n> n (h‘e]a I’at ions t<i tin* eonliaiv niad< P* nn‘ hiii a'^snlllmg that 
la* did lonionl latial hatied, lit* was <“iitith*d i<» optii iii.il sv'a-u* hi* could 
}i.i\C‘ del\*iided himsidt agaiii't aciiPalion Itee.' i 'i ' nc I niled lhovinec*'v Hi"- 

e llene\ is surc‘l\ m ism } . n imd . he. .tii-M* ili-ie w.i- no “ m ioul" c.mi 
|iaigii authorized ])\ (.\)ngi <*'--*- hut whd'-i in j<»l la l ion- weie ])roeee*dnig 
hetueeii Chu’ei imiefil and (‘ongies-, 1 1 pU“-<'M a t llie nine loj lolleelion ol 
lents ac-tnally arrive'd and i*enK began lo he* fh'inandiMl. Coiigit^-s mc'n were 
theietorc* obliged to advise tenant - to '-ii'-pend paNiiunii p(*iid!ng I he result ol 
negotiations and iSfr. She'iwaiii ha<i olf.-red on !ie]i:dt ol the* C’ongi*(‘ss to 
withdraw this advice* il llu* anthoritu's su^p, nded rol joeg ions pending 
iu*got lat le)!!--. I M'lilnii* It) -nggt --1 that thi- n'.f a iii.ititn' whieh laii l»e’ 
so snmmaiil> ehsiinssed a- \e»ui wiie> has elone ( n. i t . )\ ei -\ m the* l^nite'd 
l*i()\inee*s Is ol a King sianding ami in\olv(*s well-heinn oi millmn- ot ])e*asantr\ 
kneiwii to he* c*eoiiomically ground down. An\ t ^ o ei n ‘ I n- .. t",. 

we*llaie‘ ot the masses in its charge would we.*lc*ome‘ Miinntaiy eo-ojiei a i ion ot a 
tiody like the (kmgi-e.ss which admittedK exerei'-t‘s great intlue*iiee eivei tli<* 
masses and wdiose one* ambit leni is to se*i\e tht*m lailhtnlly and let me a<hl 
that. 1 regard the w illdmlding oi payment eif taxe s a- an inal ie*nahle* ancient 
and natural right eit a pc*e>j)le* who ha\e c*xliauste it all ot]te*r mcnnis ed se'C‘knig 
treedom from an unhearahh' ee'ouennie* burden. I must repudiate* suggestion 
that the, Congress lias sliLditesi ele*sire* to ]»romote disenelC'i m any sha])e* oi 
roriii. 

As to Bc*iigal, tlu* Congi’t'ss is at erne with the* (ioNernmeiit in c oiieh'mniiig 
assassination and should heartily co-operaie with the (nivernnioiit iii measures 
that may be found necc*ssary to stamp out such erime_‘s. But whilst the Con- 
gress would condemn in unnumsiirod terms the racthe^ds of terrorism, it can 
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Ul no a.S8(KUiiU» itM'ii with (iovenuntMit t<‘i i ori.sin js Ix lrii vi-d hv tlu- 
Honi;ul OnUuunro and acts <lonc thon‘nn<lcr, hut inusi n^si-t witliin ilir 
limits ot its proscribed creed of iioii-violeiice such measures of Iofi;aiizc(i 
Government terrorism. 1 heartily asstoit to thi‘ jtropositiou laid down m ymn 
telegram that co-operaliou must he mutual luii \our ^(•U‘lJ:^am leads nu' 
irresistibly to the eoneliisioii that His KxeelUuiey dcMiiamls eo-opcM at ion fivjui 
the Congress w ithout returniug any on heliall oi (d)\ erniiK-nt. I can lead m 
no other way his peremjilory reiusal to discuss these niatter.s whnh, as I 
have endeavoured to show, have at least two sides. i\>]>ulai side I lia\r 
})Ut as i understand it, hut helore eoinmitting myseli io delinito jndgim ni 
1 was anxious t(» understand the other side, i.r., the Government side, and 
then lender iii.n adviie to i1h‘ ('onm«‘S' With leleiee-e to llir l.i^l 
graph of your telegram, L ina> not lepudiate moral liahiiity ior lIk* actions 
oi eolloagut‘s, w’iietliei' in the Frontier I’rovinco or in the I'nited l*io- 

vinces, but J c-oniess that 1 was ignorant cd 1 Jh‘ detailed actions and ac'tivities 
<)J‘ my colleague's w liiJst J was ;ihseijt Iroin India, and it was bec ause' it was 
necessaiy ior nic' to advise' and guide' tlie Woiking ComiiiiUet* ot tlu' Congress 
and in ordei to eemiiilete my knowledge, I sought witli an ojK'ii mind and 
with the best oi intentions an inteiview with Ills JOxeelle'iuy and elelifieralel v 
aoked ior Ills guidane*e. I cannot c'oiie*'.)! iioni Ills JO\ee*lleney ni^ opinion 
that the reply he* has c oiideseeiich'd lo sc'iid was hardly a le'tuni lor iu\ 
IrieiidhN i^i^d well-meant aj)i>roaeh, and il it is not ytd toc/ late, i would .usk 
Ills Fxc'c'lle'nes to reconsider Ids eh'eision anti see* nie as a iri< ml withoia 
imposing aii,> condition.s whatsiu'vei a-> lo liie* seoj)e‘ oi sidijee t ol disc ussion 
.iiid J, on iiiN juirt, eau proniis<- that I would study witli an o]a‘n mintl all 
the laels tliat lie niiglil i»Lit heioie nu', I would mihesn all rigl> and willingK 
go to tlie rt'sjx'ctivo jii-ov inees and with tlu' aid ot iJic' autlionlies stud\ 
both side's of l*ie tjuestion and it J e*aine to tlie loneliision atten* sue li a studs 
that tlie iH'oph' were.' in tlu* wj'ong and tliai the Woiking Conimittc'e ineludiii^* 
myself Avt'ie misled as i-o the (‘orreet position, and that the Govermiit'iit w;m 
right, I sliould ha\e no hesitation whatsoe\'er in making tliat open eonlc'ssion 
and guiding the C'ongress aceordiiigly . Along wutli my tlesiie and willingness 
to co-operate with Govc'rniuc'iit, J must ])lace my iiiuitai ions helore Jlis 
FxcelleiU'y. ISoii-violence is my ahsedute* creed. 1 hoiieve that cavil dis- 
obedience IS not oiily^ the iiatuial right ol jieopie especially wlieii tlu'y ha\o 
no eliective voice in tlieu’ own Government, hut that it also is an elfeetive 
rsnbstitiite ior violence or armed rebellion. J can ne\er, tlierefoie, deny 
my cicied. in imrsuaiice tliereoi and on the strength ol iincoutradieted 
reports supported by recent activities ol the Governnicmt of India to tlie 
eltect that there may he no other opportunity ior me to guide the' jiublic, 
tile Woiking Coimuittee has accuiptc'd my advieei and passc'd j'c'soiutioiis 
tentatively skeieiiiiig a plan oi civil clisoheclieiic*e. 1 am scmduig tlierewilh 
te'xt ol resolution. It His Fxe<*llonc*y thinks it worth while' to Ke*e me*, 
operation of the resolution will he suspc'iieled ponding our discussion in hope' 
it may result in the resolution being linally gn en u]i. I admit that eoire- 
sjiondence between Ills Kxce‘llenc> and niysc'li is of sneli grave imporiance* 
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;i.s not to brook delay in i.iiblieatioii. I am tln-reiore ,eii<iiiiK my teleRriim 
your reply, this rejoinder and the Working Committee'f resolution for 
publifijition. 


of Jt>‘si,}ni ,o}i nj Woi'ioii t tu ^ 

rUo Woiknij^ (’fHiimittiM- hfiii.l Maliatii, i Ciandhrs ii< o<}Ut!t ‘*i i.r- 

\l'it to tllC (“'t Jiiifl (•oii->nl<i I <1 » li*' JMl.ftloif }“. ?[► t \ r ,i of ' } i Jj ai *< 

oi fli rja IK ('•" I • r< M K u I oji t < *<l iii JJojiLTKi I jiltt'n a/jfJ lijt* 

\in(t' uikI )jy tli(‘ at 1 loii'^ ol tla* antlioi it i- ' jjk IikIiki:; tiu nuincjnus 

iii.olt' KiKoHfj!; llio'^o (j 1 Kli.Jii ,\}»tliil (iha/l,f] Kl i.ifi, 3ij. S]n‘i :iiii iind Pundit 
Jawaharlal anti by t la* ^liofft ini^<s m tlu- b'rtjiiuc r of innocent 

lufii ill many timillis anrf many morn ])C‘iri,2: iiiiiJKMl. The Working 

CV)mmitt('e has also stam liio ulojoram lii>m lli^ I’X' onHiK‘\ tho Y K-r* roy in 
1 t‘[)l 3 ' to tla* tc‘lv*; 2 ;i if 111 ^(*nl l(\ iMahatma (ilantllii lo him. TIk* Working Com- 
mittee IS ()l oioiiion 1lia1 thest' 'no; era 1 net's and otheis oi le^.s,>r fj;ravil\ that 
have taken [)lae(‘ ni stfiiK* other pro\ iiu t". and tlu' U^lefxiuui iitnu His Exeel- 
leiie^' seem lo malxe nniliei eo-ojM‘rat ion with i he (-}(»vernment <m Lht* part oi 
the CoiifTress utterly imjiossihlt' uid(*'s> tlie (Jo\eriinuml ])oliey is radn ally 
ehiin^(‘tl. ThoM* a< l.s ami the tolom'aiii hetia\ no intintion tin the 'pait ol 
bnr(*aiiei aey io hand jiiiwm if) the people and ai<* ealeiilaied to demoralize the 
nation. Thin a Co heti'av want ol laitli in ilie ( ‘om 2 :r<.-ss irom whnli r()-o])('ra- 
tion IS c“.\peet‘'<l b\’ thi' Covtn niiiont 'I’ho \\'oikni<i; ConimiTt<‘e \ lelds to no 
one m its abhorieme f)i li'iioii.'sin on an\ aiconiit u halsot'Vtn resorted to b.v 
jndi\’iduals sueh as was it*imnl\ uitnosscd in Cental hnt it (<»ndemiis with 
f.‘ 4 iial loree tiM'iorisni practised b\ iH roeoni aots and oidmaiua's Idle Woi k- 
inp; Cknninittee marks the deep national humiliation o\er the assassination 
eomiiiitted b\ two f.i;irls m Connila anti m liinil.v cornimtMl that such crinu* 
tloes ^rt'at haim lo t ht^ nation t*sptHiall\ when thrvfu^li its ii;r('atest political 
moiith-picce - lh»* CfUi” i ess -- it iv ])|<M]<2;ed to non-\ lolence lor achie\iny Sw araj, 
lint tin* Working C'ommitlee can see no jiistilica. on i\ ha tsoio m ior tin* Helical 
Ordinaiic'c winch si'eks to ininish a whole peopK‘ loi the irime ot a tew'. d’lu' 
leal j’em<‘dy lii\s in flealinj.;, with tlu‘ known cause that prompts such crime. 

It Jh'ii^al Drdinaiicf* lias no pisi ilteatiou toi its c'xisieiice the ordinances in 
the United Uii)\incos and the Fioiit ler J^io\ nice lia\e still less. The Work- 
ing; 'Conimitieo is oi opinion that tlu* nK*as’irt‘s taken b\’ the Ckui^ress in 
the United Pj'ovincc^s tor obtaining agrarian relict aie and (‘an be shown 
to be justified. The Working Committee holds that it is the niiquestioruible 
right ot all iieople sufioring iroin grave economic distress as the tenaiitr.v 
ot tlie TTnited J^roviiiees is admit t(*dlv suftering to Avitlihold pajuuent of 
taxes it then^ lad as in tin* Idiitt'd Provinces tlu'v lia\'o failed to obtain 
redress b,y otliei* const il u t loiial nietbods. In tin* arn*st and imprisonment 
of Mr. Sberw'aiii, the Prt*sidc‘iii ot tin* Unilcfl J’rovinees Congress Coiii- 
inittee, and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the Woikiiig GJeiieral Secretary of 
the Congress, who weie proceeding to Bomha^^ to confer with Mahatma 
Gandhi and to take part in the meeting of the Working Committee, the Gov- 
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orjiiiiciil Jicivo b(\vond the liinitb eoiiLe^nplated by their ordiiiaiu-e 

in that tlieJi* was no question whatsoever oi these gentlenieii taking i)ai’t 
m Hoinbay in a no-tax eajnpaign in the Lhiited Provineos. So iar as tin^ 
Prontior Provijiee is coiici*riied on the (iiovernnient’s own sliouiiig theJ e 
ap|)('ars to be no warrant tor eitlier tlie proniiilgahon oi the ordinance or the 
arjest and ini]>risoninent w ithout tri.iJ ot Khan Abdul GJhaftar Khan and his 
eo-woikers. The Workijig C^oniniittee regards tlie shootings in that province 
«)l innocent and unai'ined men to bc‘ wanton and inhuman and congratulates 
biave men oi' i/he Fi’ontit'r Pri>\ ince upon their loiirage and endurance and 
tlu' Woiking (\)mmitte(' lias no doubt that it tlie brave iieojile ot the Prontiei 
l^rovinci.' retain thcdr non-violent spirit in spite ot the gravest provocations 
tiK'ir blood and tlieii suilemigs would ad\ ance tbe (ause of Jiidia’s indei»en- 
iltmce. Tbe Winking C'ommitlet‘ calls upon the Glovernment of Jndia to 
institute a jniblic and impartial enijuiry into th<‘ events tJiat liave led up to 
the ])as-.iivg ot these ordinances, the neeessitv oi sup(n*sediiig the ordiiiaiN 
louiis oi law and legislative machinery, and tlie iieeessitv ol seveial ails 
I (niiuiitted thereuiulei . And tiiereattei il a proper enipiiry is set iq) and all 
laiuities aie givmi to the Woiking CVniimitlci* Jor tlie produetioii oi m idem e 
it Will he priqiaied to assist tli(‘ miijuiiv' b\ lt*ading iw idenct' b(*ioie it 'IIk' 
Woiking (^nnmitiei* has ctnisideied the declaration ol tlie Prime JMinistei 
niaik' betou* (lie J^oiind 'I'.ible C on I m eiii e and (he di*ha(es m the Houses ol 
l^ailiameiit and regards tlie deelaiatioii a^ whoilv niisa t isfai tory and inatie- 
quate in tei ms oi I lie Congress demand ami jdaees on leeoid its opinion that 
noLliing shoiL oi comjdete indejanuleiice i allying i nil lontiol o\ ei the deieiue 
and external allairs and linanee uitli sucli saleguaids as may be demonstrablx 
necessary iii Hie interests ol tlie nation (an be i<‘garded b> tlie Congress as 
satislaetory. 'I'iie W'orking (’ommitC^e noUcs I liat tlie Jiritisb Clovernmeiil 
was not preiiaied at tlie Ihnind Table Coiifeivm <.* to regaid tlie Congress as 
1 (‘presenting and entitled to '>]K*ak and att on beball ot tlie nation as a vvliole 
w ithout distinetiou ol ( ast<.‘, eu‘ed or colour. At the saint* time the Com- 
mittee letognizes with son ow ilial eomniunal harmony t oiild not he attained 
at tlie saitl Conlei en* e lie* Woiking (’omnn(lt‘t‘ ]n\'it<‘s the nation thertd'ort* 
to make ceaseless eJioi L (o demonstrate tlie capacity of the C'ongress to re- 
j>res(‘nt tin* nation a,^ a whole and [uomote an atinosplitut^ tlial would niakt* 
a eoustitulion Irametl ou a ])Ujely national basis acceptable to the. various 
communities coin])osing the nation. Meanwhile the Working Committee is 
prc‘pared to tender eo-o])eratiou to ilu' Government provided llis Excellency 
the Viceroy reconsiders his telegram and adequate relief is granted in resiieel 
oi tlu* ordinances and its ree^mt aits, tree seoiie is lelt to the C/ongress in 
any future further negotiations and ( onsiiltatioiis to prosecute the Congress 
cljiim lor complete i nde]M‘ml(‘Uci‘, and tin* administration ot the country is 
(allied on in consultation with popular itqirestmta ti ves pimdiug tlu' attain- 
ment oi su( h indcqiendence. 'I'he absence of any satisfactory responses from 
till' Goviirnmeiit in terms of the foregoing paragraph the Working Committee 
will regard as an indic'ation on the part of the Government that it lias 
reduced to nullity the Dellii pact. In the event of a satisfactory response 
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Jioi I ()i'ih( tlu* Workinj*; ( k)iiinijt lt*o rnJli, upon ilic* na tion to ie‘>unu' 

( jvii disobediojKie including jion-ptiyjnenl ol iaxo.s iiiidoj- ilio ioJlowing con- 
ditions and illusti'a I u t* Jjcs'kIn:- -( | ) >,0 pio\mM_‘ or (list not 01 talisil oj 
\ is hound to take u]» (:i\ il disobed leiiee nidess tbc' peojde tliereoi nndei- 

stand tbc‘ non-vioJent nature oi Hie slru;L!.iri<* wjtb alJ its iin]>ljcat ions and 
are ready to undergo sufferIfl^^^ iiivol\ mg ios,- ot lile and juoperty — (2) Xtin- 
\ ioIene<‘ must be observt'd 111 tliouglst, \\oi*d .md d(‘ed m tb(‘ late oi tlie graxt sl 
pjtivoea tion , it being und(‘rstood tbal tiie (aiiii)aigii i> nol one oi sf^ekmg 
revtuige OT* inilicting injui les on the op]>iessor i)Ut it is one ot (onveiting tiiin 
tlirougli seU’-suliei ing and selt-]>ui ifieat ion — CJ) So<ial lioyeott with the inten 
1 H>n ol ini]i<*ling nnuj\\ on (iovernnitmt oibicis poliei' oi ant i-nat lona list - 
sboubl nol bo undei taken and is wholly iiu onset tuil witli tbo spirit ol non- 
\ loleiiee — ( 1 ) It sluiuld bo lioriio in lumd tbal non-\ lolenl eainpaign-, are 
) ndo}M*nd<‘nl ol p<*ouniaiN a vsi-t a ii< o , iIkuoIiho iboio '.lunild bo no lino<l 
\olun<(‘(‘js bill tJioii baio ina i n ttuia in o and nia in Unia neo ol the depinideiitN 
ot poor men and women who might }ia\e been imi»i isoiu'd 01 kdled is jiermis- 
-•ddo wlieioMM' It Is possible. 'J'Jn* Woiking C\)mmitloe, liow*t‘\ ei , I'Xjieel' 
w inkers in the cause to continue the struggle even iIh>ul:Ii i1k‘\ m'gbt ba\4‘ 
to snflt'r jirivations— <o) Ihiyeott oi .ill ioieign (loth whether Jintish or oi 
otJior eoujjLiii's i.'> obligatojw uinleu- all eii < nm ^t.;n( os- ib) All (kmsriX'ss men 
and women are expeettnl to use bandspun and ]iandwo\en kliaddar to the 
e\<‘lusi()n ol e\ t‘U elotn maiiul.u tilled tii indigeiioUN noils -{7> Pukotiiii.!, 
4)f liquor shops and frirc'ign (loth sliop.^ sbonhl be \ igoi (ondtU‘tt‘<l cbietl\ 

by women but always so as to eiisuie p(‘iic‘ot noii-\ loh nce- [Tiilie“nsed 

iminufueiure and I'olteet 1011 ot i-.ilt should be lesunied— (d) Tl i>ro< essioiis and 
denion.si rai 10 ns aie oiganized on]^• tliose sliould p>in tJunn who will stand hif/u 
charges or bullets without mo\ ing tiom iIkmi lesix^ct i\ c‘ places — <10) Kven 
ni non-A'iolcnt war boycott oi goods man u 1 aci urt‘d liy tlu‘ ojqnessor is jiei- 
lectly laAvftil niasmiuli as it is no\ ci tin' dut.\ ot tin' x ictim to jironiote 01 
j etain ( ommercial lU'lations with tin' oppii^-soi 'I'lnuel oit* boycott oi‘ liritish 
goods and t oiiceriis should be i<'snnn*d and \ igorously juosecuted- -(11 ) C-ivd 
bi-eai'li ol non-moral laANs and ol laws ami oidcjs oifunous to the peo]>l<' 
Avbcrever it is considered p4>ssibb' and ;cl\ iv.ibb' iua\ In' ])raetised — (12) All 
iinjusi orders is-^iu'd nii<b*i the oidmames ma\ be i i\ ill\' tlivobexml 

4. TvJeqram from the Vrhaic Sccreiarij to JJ is Exiflleneu the Viceioy, to 
Air. (htmih’i, thifitl ihr i'lnl Jonnuiif 

His Kxcelleiiey desires nu* to ac-knoAA b'dgt' re('ei])t ol your telegram of 
1st January AAdiich has her'n considm'ed In* him and his Government. 

They much regret to observe that under your adAiw the Congress Work- 
ing Committee has passed a rt'solution wbnh in\ol\4's general re\dvat oi 
<i\dl disohedionee unli'ss <ertain tonditions an' saiisfied wbicli are stated 
in your telegram and the resolution. 

They regard this attitude* as the iiiort* dt‘plorablt* in A’iew ol the declared 
intentions of His Majesty’s Government and (*oa c*rnnn‘nt of India to expedite* 
the ]>olioy of constitutional reform voniainc*d in Ibo Premier’s stateineni 
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No Government, consistent with the discharj^e of their resjjoii.sibility , 
can be subject to conditions sought to be imposed under the ineiiace oi unlaw 
ful action by any political organ i sat i on nor can the Government oi India 
accept the jiositioii implied in your ielegram that tlieir policy should he 
<le]iendent on the judgment of yourself as to necessity ol measures which 
Government have taken after thi' most caretut ajul ihorongh consideration 
t)f the facts and after all other possihh' uMsit ih*' liad h.M ii eshausted. 

His l^rxcelleiicy and his Government can liardly believe that you or lh<‘ 
Working Committee conteinjilate that His Kxct'lleiicy can invite you, with the 
liope of any advantage, to an int(‘r\ icHv hc^ld under lIk' thieat oi resumption 
oi civil d isobedioiico. 

Tlioy must hold a mi ami <}u‘ ^^)n^revs rc‘sponsihIc ior all the coii^ecjm lu « ^ 
ihat may from tin* ac*tion wlinli the* C-ongress lin\e a u mui iic-chI tlico' 

iiitentimi ni taking ;nid to ineei whu h (io\m“nm«!ii wil! lake all nec»*^^ai \ 
measures. 


o. I'cJcgram jiom Mr. (JaiuiJt}, io thv 1*i irate Srirctari/ to Excellencij 

the Vieeioi)^ (hifrd the .7n/ Janiiari/ 1932. 

''I'hanks your wire even date. i cannot lu“l]) ex})iessing deep rc‘gr«*j 
lor decision of His ENcellen(\\ and his (icaernment Surely it i«^ wrong to 

descu’ibe honest c^xpression ojiiiiion as threat. May ] remind Governnienl 
that l^elhi negotiations were ojiened and carried on wlnl.">t civil disohiHlumct* 
was on and that when pact was made civil disobedience* was not givc*n up 
hut only discontiniKHl. Tins position was jca'jscoted and accepted by Hi*s 
lOxcelloncy and liis Goi'ernincnt in Simla in St‘iitember last prior to my (l(‘i»ai- 
I iiro tor London. Altliough I had made it clear that iindei* c'ertain ciK iim 
stan(‘(\s Congrc*ss might have to resume civil di.sohecl icuic-e Goveriimeni did 
m>L break off negotiations. Lliat it was made clear by Government that 
civil disobc'dience carried with it j>c*naHy tor disobedience merely proves 
what civil rcsisters bargain for but docs not in any wa.y affect my argument. 
Had Government resented altit-udo it was cjpcui to th€*ni not to send me* to 
London. On the contrary my departure* had His Exc:ellency’s blessings 
Xor is It iair or coiic'ct to suggest that I bavt^ even* advanced the claim that 
any policy of Government should he do])c*ndcnt on my judgment, livif 1 
do submit that any popular and constitutional Government would alv\a>s 
Wellcome and syiiipatlietieally cx>nsid<‘r suggcistioiis made by public bodic'S 
and their representatives and assist them with all available information aboiii 
their acts or ordiiianc^es cd' which public opinion may disapprove. I claim 
that my messages have no other mc*iiiiing tlian what is suggested in last 
paragrajjh. Time alone will show Avhosc position was justiffed. Meanwhile 
7 wish to assure Government that every endeavour wdll be made on ])art^ 
of Congress to carry on struggle without m^vlieci and in strictly non-violent, 
manner. Tt was hardly necessary to reiiiirid me that Congress and I its 
iiiiTnhJ^K^ejjresc'nt.at ivo arc* r<*si>onsible for all the c*onsequonces of our ai l ions. 

MGI L—VII-K*— 7. 10-3H-— 0,000. 
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